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GOVERNMENT OF RENCAL. 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 


His Exi'fllcUcy Sir John AKTHnt Hehbert, 


MEMBERS OF THE ( OrNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

(1) The Iloirhle Mj. Am r Kaskm Fazli l Jiry, in eliarge of the 
Finance, Home and Fublicity Departments. 

(2< The Hon’hle Nawa]> Khwaju Hmhbillah Buhailur, of Daeea, in 
charge ot the Departments of Industries, Commerce and Labour. 

(d) The Hoii'lde ^fr. S\.nt()''H KvMak Bam . in charge (»f the Depart- 
ment of l*ul>lic Healtli and Lo<*ul Sell-Government. 

(4i The Hon’ide Khan Bahadui M. Amu i. Kakim, in charge of the 
Education Department. 

(5) The Hou’ble Mr. Pramatha NaTh Hankh.ikk, in charge (»f the 

Revenue Department and of the Judicial and Legislative 
Departments. 

(6) The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hasheh Au Khan, in charge 

of the Agriculture, Co-operative Oedit and Rural Indebtedness 
Departments. 

(7) The Hon'ble Mr. SHAM.srnmN Ahhep, in charge of the Department 

of Communications and Works. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. I tendra Nath Barman, in charge of the Forests 

and Excise Department. 




BENGAL LEaSUnVE ASSEMBLY 


PRl^fCIPAL OFFICER!^ oF THE BENGAL liEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY. 

Spbakek. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Syed NaI'sher Ali. 

DeiTTY SrfUKER. 

SvEn .Tal^M'iidin Hashkmy, Ktiq. 

Secretary. 

K. Au Afzal, Esq., Barrister-aLlaw. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. [Naravaii^anj Euf«t (Mulianiiuadan). | 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. (Taij^rail West (Muliuiuiiiudan L J 
Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. [Kurigiaiii South (Muhammadan). | 

Abdul ]Iakeem, Mr. (Khulna (Muhammadan). J 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [Mymensiugh West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampiiri, Maulvi Md. [Munshiganj (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hamid, Mr, A. M. [Pabna Weht (Muhammadan). | 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [KiKhoreganj Nortli (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central East (Muhammadan), j 
Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. (Jamalpur North (Muhammadan).} 
Abtlul Rader, Mr. ( Patuakhaii South (Muhammadan), j 
Abdul Rarim, Mr, [Jamalpur cum Muktagachu (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. [Mymeiisiugh North (Muhaiiiinadan).] 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed. fNoakhali South (Muhammadan),] 

Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).) 

Abdul Wahab Rhan, Mr. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. [Myniensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdulla- A1 Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan),] 

Abdur Rahman, Rhan Bahadur A. F. M. [24-Pai;garias North-Rail 
(Muhammadan),] 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chaml^er of Commerce.) 

Abdur Basbeed, Maulvi Md. [Birbbum (Muhammadan).] 
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Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajj^anj North (Muhamraadan).] 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. fBanjrpur South (Muhammadan V] 
Abdur Razs(ak, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhammadan).] 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Dacca North Central (Muhammadan).] 
Abidur Reza Oliowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chandpur West 
(Muhammadan j.] 

Abu IIoHsain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaihandha North {Muhammadan).] 

Abul Fazl, Mr. Muliammad [Madaripur West (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. [Burdwau (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. [Netrokona North (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Masud, Maulvi Kazi. [Nator (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Acharyya Choudhur>', Maharaja Sashi Kanta, of Muktaj^aeha, Mymensinprh. 
(Dhcca Land holders.) 

Aftab Ali, Mr, (Water Transport Trade T’nion.) 

Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. jJhenidah (Muham- 
madan). I 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [(ioalundo ( Muliammadan i. ] 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [Gaihandha South (Muhammadan i. j 
Ahmed Khan. Mr. Syed. [Noakhali St>uth (Muhammadan).] 

Alfuzuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muhammadan).] 
Atninullah, Khan Sahib .Maulvi. [Noakhali (Vntral (Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali M ia, Mauhi Md. |Kajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Anwanil Aziin, Khan Bahadur Md. f ('hitta^^'onp South {Muhammadan).] 
Aflimuddiu .Mimed, Mr. ] Tippera (Vntral (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khun Bahadur Maulvi. ] Manikp-anj East (Muham- 
madan I. ] 

Azbar Ali, Maulvi. [ Pabna East (Muhammadan).] 

Azizul IFmiue, Sir Muhammad, c.i.e., Khan Bahadur. [Nadia West 
(Muhammadan). ] 
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Badrudduja. Mr. Syed. [Berhampore (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjee, the Hon’hle Mr. Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan North-West 
(General). ] 

Banerjee, Mr, Silmath. [Howrah (Rejristered Factories).] 

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-ParganaA North-West (General).] 

Banerji, Mr, Satya Priya. [Rajsbahi (General).] 

Barat Ali, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajganj Central (Muhammadan).] 

Barma, Bahu Premhari. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Banna, Mr. Pnepajit. [Rangpur (General).] 

Bannan, Babu Shyama Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Baman, the Hon'ble Mr. F{>endr» Nath. fJalpaiguri cvm Siligtin 
(General).] 
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Bastt, Mr. Jatiadra Nath. [Calcutta North iOeneral).] 

Baau, the Hon'ble Mr. Santosh Kumar. [Calcutta East (Oe&eral).] 
Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. (AuKlo-Indian Coustituency.) 

Bhowmik, Dr. (iobinda Chandra. [Midnapore East (General).] 

Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. [Hoog-hly cum Howrah ^European).] 

Bisrwaa, Babu Lakshmi Naruyau. [Nadia (UeneraP.] 

Biswas, Mr, Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General). J 
Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

G 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [UaiiKpur (General).] 

Chakraharty, Babu Narendra Narayan. [Boj^ra cum Pabna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay. Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General). j 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. [‘^M-Pariranas Muuieipal (General).] 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. (.Vnglo-Iiidian.) 

Clark, Mr. I. A. [Burdwan Division (European).] 

D 

Das, Babu Radlia Nath. [Hoo^hly North-Eu.nt (General).] 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. [24-Parganuh North-West (General).] 
Da.s, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. ( Murshidalmd (General).] 

Da.s, .Mr. Monoinolian. [Mymen.singh East ((ieneral).] 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. [Birbhum (General). J 

Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cu//i Siliguri (General).] 
Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. (Calcutta Central (General).] 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. [Bukarganj South-West ((Kmeral).] 

Datta, Mr. Dhireiidra Nath. [Tippera ((ientjral). J 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath, [dhargram cum Gbatal (General).] 

Dutt, Mr. Sukumar. [Hooghly South-West (General).] 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta (General (Women).] 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu. [Barrackpore (Registered Factories).] 

E 

Edbar, Mr. ri>endranath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. [Kurigram North (Muhammadan).] 

r 

Farhad Baza Chowdhury, Mr. M. [Jaogipur (Muhammadan).] 

Farhat Bano* Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. [Patuakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Failul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong North-West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Faslur Bahman, Mr. [Jamalpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Failur Bahman, Mr. (Dacca Dnltmity.) 
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C 

Ganguly, Mr. Pratul Chandra. [East Bengal Municipal (General).]. 
Ghose, Mr, Atul Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed^ Mr. {Jamalpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Gladding, Mr. D., c.i.E. [Bengal Chamber of Commerce.] 

Golam Eabbani Ahammad, Maulvi, [binajpur Central West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Oolam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj aim Raipur (Muham- 
madan).] 

Gomes, Mr. R. A. [Dacca Division (Indian (Christian).] 

Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. [Burdwau Division North Municipal 
(General).] 

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. (Darjeeling (General).] 

Qyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Al-Hadj. [Madaripur East (Muham- 
madan).] 


H 

Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K.. of Dacca. [Dac<a Municipal 
(Muhammadan). | 

Hafizuddin (^lioudliiiri, Maulvi. (Tliakurgaon (Mulminniadan).] 
Haniiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [Kiahoreganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan Ali €howdhur\, Mr. Syed. (Tangail North (Muhammadan).] 
Hasanuzzaman, Khan Sahib Maulvi Md. (Tippera .South (Muhammadan).] 
Hashem Ali Khan, the Hoa’hle Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Bakarganj 
North (Muhammadan).] 

Ha.sina Murshed, Mrs., m.u.k. (Parliamentary Se(Tetary). [Calcutta 
(Muhammadan) Women.] 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Pirojpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. (Bengal (^hamber of Commerce.) 

Hendry, Mr. David, (llengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hirtzel. Mr. M. A. F., o.b.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hodge, Mr. H. R, (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

I 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).] 

Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H., m.b.e. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

4 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox's Bazar (Muhammadan).] 
Jalaluddin Hasbemy, Mr. Syed. [Sathhira (Muhammadan).] 
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Jalan, Mr. I. D. [Calcutta West (General). ] 

Jaaimuddin Ahmed. Khan Sahib Maulvi. [24-Par^ana8 South (Muham- 
^adan).] 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. (Chaodpur East (MuhaDiuiadao).] 

K 

Kabiruddin Khau, Khau Bahadur Maulvi. [Natrokona South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Kaaem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. ( Murshidabad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Khaitan, Mr. Dtd>i Prosad. (Indian Chamber ot Commerce.) 

Khan, Mr. Deliendra Lall. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. Aiul Chandra. (Malda (General.)] 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. [Dinajpur (General).] 

L 

Lahiri. Babii Ashutosh | North Bengal Municipal (General).] 

M 

Mactircgor. Mr. ti. (i (Indian Tea Assoidation.) 

MacPher-^on, Mr. (i. P (Bajshahi Divi.sion (European).] 

Mahzuddin Ahmed, Dr. | Bogra N(»rth (Muhammadan). J 
Mafizuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Tijiiieru North (Muham- 
madan),] 

Va('ant. fBalurghat (Muhammadan).] 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur Tday Chand, of Burdwan. [Burdwaa 
Central (General),] 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. [Midnapore South-East (General).] 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. [Burdwan Central (General).] 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. [Dacca (General) Women.] 

Majumdar, Babu Jnanendra <"handra. ( Mymensingh East Hurat 
(General).] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [Midnapore South-West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. [Mymeusiugh West (fieneral).] 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. (Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. [Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. [Bakarganj North-East (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. [Kajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
ManinijEiamaii Islamabadi, Maulana Md. [Chittagong South Central 
(Muhammadan).] 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. [Tippera Narth-£a«t (Muhammadan).] 
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Masud Ali Khan Panni, Al-Hadj Maulvi. [Taagail South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Miles, Mr. C. W. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. [Meherpur (Muhammadan).] 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad. (Calcutta Fniversity.) 

Morgan, Mr. G., c.i.e. [Presidency Division (European).] 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi M. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mozummel Huq, Maulvi Md. (Bhola North (Muhammadan).] 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi, [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. | Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. fKishoreganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddicpie, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syed. [Bankura Muham- 
madan).] 

Muhammad Solairnan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Barrackpore Municipal 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Mukerjea, Mr. Taraknath, M.n.E. (Burdwan Landholders' Constituency.) 
Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. (Hooghly North-East.) 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. |('olliery (Coal Mine.s) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. |Cal<ulta cum Cre«>i{len<\v Division (Indian 
(^Jhristiun). ] 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. [Birbhum (General).] 

Mullick, Srijut Ashut(>sh. (Bankura We>t ((ieneral).] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behari. [Khulna ((ieneral).] 

Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behury. | II(>wrah ((ieneral).] 

Musharriift Hossain, Nawab. Khan Bahadur. (Jalpaiguri cum Darjeeling 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Mustagawsal Ha(|ue, Mr, Syed. | Bagerhat ( Muhammadan), j 
Mustafa Ali Dewan, Maulvi. [ Brahmanbaria North (Muhammadan).] 

N 

Nandy, Maharaja Srist handra, of Cos.sirabaiar. (Presidemy Landholders.) 
Naaarullah, Nawabzuda K, [Brahmanbaria South (Muhammadan).] 
Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East (General).] 

Nausher Ali, The Hon’ble Mr. Syed. [Jessore Sadar (Muhammadan).] 
Naaimuddin, Khwaja Sir, k.c.i.e. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly mm Howrah Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Norton, Mr. H. R.. m.b.e. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

P 

Pain, Mr. Barada Proaanna, [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (General).] 
Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilall. (Manrari Association.) 
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Powell, Mr. J. A. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Pramanik, Mr. TariinVharan. (Malda (Oeneral).] 

R 

Rabman, Khan jRabadur A. M. L. [Rajshahi (Vntral (Muhaiiiniadan). ] 
Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Deh. f dalpaijruri ct/w Silijftjri ((General).] 
Rajibuddiii Tarafdar. Maulvi. (Bo^jra Fast (Muhammadan).] 

Razimuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Tippera \Wt (Muhammadan).] 

Razaur Rahman Khan. Mr. ( Dacca South (Vntrul (Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Charu (’handra. | Myrneiihinj^h West ((Jeneral).] 

Roy, Mr. DhaiianjoN . [ Dacca East ((ienerali.J 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishnu. | liankura Easi (tJcncral).| 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. (Dacca West ilieueral).) 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. [dhar^rrani c////i (ihatal ((ieiieral).] 

Roy, Rai Haliadur Kshirod (’haiidra. ((’Iiitfa^on^^ Landhohlerd.) 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. (Howrah (trenerab.] 

Roy, Mr. 1‘utiraTn. - (Khulna (General).] 

Roy, Kumar Shih Shekluiiesuar. <R.»jshahi Eamlholders.) 

8 

Sadaruddiii Ahmed. Mr. (Bakar^Miij Soutli (Muhammadan).] 

Safiniddin Ahmed. Haji. ( Ranjzpur North (Muhammadan),] 

Sahahe Alum, Mr. S\etl (Dacca Central (Muhammadan) | 

Salim, Mr. S. A. (Narayan^auj North (Muhamimulan). ] 

Sanaullah. Dr. | (diittafron^ North-East (Muhammadan).] 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. (Presidency Division Munici))al ((ieneral).] 
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Sarker, Babu Madhusudan, [Bogra rt/m Pabnu ((ieneral).] 

Sen, Mr. Atul (Chandra. (Dacca East (General).] 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. (Bengal National Chaml>er of rhunmerce.) 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Joge.sh Chandra. ( 24-Par>ranas South-East (fieneral).] 
Sen, Babu Nageudra Nath. (Khulna (General).] 

Sen Gupta, Mrs Nellie. [Chittagonjr ((ieneral >.] 

Serajul Islam, Mr. [Borif^aon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, t.b.e. (Narayan^anj South (Muhammadan). | 
Shahedali, Mr. [Matlabbazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, the Hon’ble Mr. [Kusthia (Muhammadan). j 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. [(ropalganj (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsul Huda, Maulana. [Mymen.singh South (Muhammadan), j 
Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Sinba, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. (Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour. ] 

Skipwith, Mr. W. E. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Smytb-Osboume, Mr. D. G. [Darjeeling (European;.] 

Speller, Mr. J. H. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 
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Stark, Mr. A. F. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. [Dacca (European).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [24-Parganas Municipal (Muhammadan).] , 
Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).] 

T 

Tamizuddin Khan, Mr. [Faridpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Thakur, Mr. I*romatha Kanjan. [Faridpur (General).] 

Thorman, Mi*. C. M. [Chittagong Division (European).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudbury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muhammadan).] 

W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. [.Tessore East (Muhammadan).] 

Walker, Mr. J. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., t.b.k. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Whitehead, Mr. K. B. (Indian Mining Asso^ciation.) 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. (J., (m.k. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yousuf Mirza. | ‘J4-l*urguna*< Central (Muhammadan).] 

Yusuf AH Choudbury, Mr. | Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Z 


Zahur Ahmed Chirndhury, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammadan).] 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghly cam Seiumpore (Registered Factories) 
Labour.] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

OfRcial Rtport of tho FIHoontti Soision. 

Volume LXIV— No. 1. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly asifinbled under 
the Provisions of the Government of India Act, |B35. 

The Assembly met iu the A>seniMy House. Caleutta, on J^rhlay, the 12th 
February, 194-{, at 4-lo p.m. 


Present: 

Mr, Deputy S[H‘ak(T (Mr. S^in iu>iN 11\shi.m^) iu the ('hair, 8 

Hou'ble Ministers and 190 members. 

Obituary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ladies and irentlemen. you are aware of 
the sad and ufitiniely death ol the llon'ble Mr. Satyendra ( haiolra Mitra, 
Preswleiit, Ibai^rul ( ouneil. It is also my sad and imdaneholy 

duty to refer to (he deatlis ot Sir Maiimatha Nath Mukherjee, Sir Sikandar 
Hyat Klian, Mi Matizuddin (’lioudhury, a sitting: memln'r ol this House, 
Major (’urtis Millar, an e.\-member ot tliis House, ami of Sir Thomas Lamb 
wlm died two days a^m. 

Mr. Mitra was ailing' tor some time pa.st and died on the 27th October, 
1942, at his CVleutta residence. 

You had elected him as a member of the Bengal Lejrislative Council in 
19d7 where he was elevated to the Chair. He diseharjred his arduous and 
responsible duties witli frreat credit. 

He be^an his piditical career as a member ol the old Heii^ral Legislative 
CV)uncil. Later he was elected a meiiiher (d the Indian lie^islutive Assemhly 
He served as a member on the Ajire of ( onsent Committee and was a Director 
of the Reserve Bank of India, Eastern Circle. His premature death is a 
great loss to the Province. 

Sir Manmutha Nath Mukherjee breathed his last on the 0th December, 
1942. An eminent jurist as he was, he became a Judge of the Calcutta High 
Court and worked in that capacity for 12 years. He officiated twdce as the 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. He also worked as the officiating 
Lew Member of the (ioveniment of India. His death has taken away one 
of the best and brightest luminaries from this Province of Bengal. 

Sir Sikandar died suddenly on the 26th December, 1942. The news of 
his death was received all over India with deepest regrets by all communities. 
An astute politician and a man of high intellectual c alibre he was universally 
respected. During his lifetime he held the highest offices incduding the 
Oovemoi^hip of the Punjab. He took keen interest in the war efforts of 
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his province, and visited the Indian soldiers in the Near East on several 
occasions. The sudden death of this soldier-premier of the Punjab has cut 
short an illustrious career. 

Maulvi Mahzuddin ( houdhury died on the 22nd November, 1942, *81 his 
native place. He was a member of the Assembly from the beginning of the 
new Constitution representing Balurgliat (Muhammadan) Constituency. In 
him this Assembly has lost a valuable member whose manners and tempera- 
ment won the heart and admiration of all who knew him. 

Major Millar was killed in an aeroplane accident on his way from India 
to Ix)ndon on Military duty. He was elected member of the Assembly from 
the beginning of the present Ilefoniis and resigned only at the outbreak of 
this war to take up military duties. He was the Chief Whip and Secretary 
to the European (iroup in the Assembly. He impressed all who came in 
contact with him by bis i*ourteous ami amiable behaviour. 

Sir Thomas Lamb was a member of the old Bengal Legislative Council 
and after the inauguration of the Retorms was ele(*ted by this House to the 
Bengal I^egislative ('ouncil. He was actively associated with many social 
institutions of this city and took a ^reat deal of interest in the welfare of 
the land ot his domicile. 

I feel that a messitge oi condolcm e should he sent t^) the bereaved families, 
and I hope members will signify their assent by rising in their seats. 
iMembers then rose in their seats.) 

Thunk you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will do tlie needful. 

Panel of Chaintion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of rule 6 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the 
following members (d the Assembly to form a panel of tour Chairmen for 
the ensuing session: — 

(1) Mr. Kiron Saiikar Roy. 

(2) Mr. David Hendry. 

(d) Dr. Syaniaprusad Mttokerjee. 

(4) Khwaja Sir Naiiniuddin, k.c.i.e. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral amwen were ghren) 

Spooial grant for toaohars of schools and oollagas in Calcutta. 

^1. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID; {a) Will the Hou'ble Minister in 
charge ot the Education Dejmrtineut l>e pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Government have sanctioned five lakhs of rui)ees for payment 
of salaries to the staff of the affiliated educational institutions of the city 
of (’ulcuttay 

{h) tf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to stiHe the reason thereof? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to •iite— 

(i) the number of (1) Bchools and (2) colleges which will be awarded 
this grant; 

(tt) the conditions under which the amount will be paid; and 
(lit) the number of the members of the staff of the various institutions 
who will be jxiid out of this amount showing separately the 
number of them that are (1) Hindus, (2) Scheduled Castes, and 
(d) Muslims y 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) A sum of Ks. 2,t)U,(KK) had 
been sanctioned and paid. 

(b) Owing to abnormal conditions in the city the majority of the teachers 
of schools in Oaloutta and many oi the teachers of (colleges have received 
little or no salary for several months. 

{('} (n(I) S4 s(Ij(m»1h and (2) 14 colleges. 

(//) The aimuiiits have Wen paid to Head Masters and IViiieipals for 
distribution to teachers who have not been receiving their full salary or 
will be credited to the Reserve Funds or General ('ollege Funds where 
institutions have jiaid their teachers full salaries out of such funds or over- 
drawn their bank accounts to pay salaries. Teachers of schmils will be 
paid eacli and lecturers and teachers in colleges Hs.l5() each. 

{nn A|)pniximately oOl) college teachers and l,4tM) school teachers. 
No figures to show coinmunul profiortions are available. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the llonide Minister he pleased 
to state whether the sum sanctioned is equal to that of the grant-in-aid 
due to those institutions'' 

The Hon’bic Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: h it less or iiioreF 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Acrordiiig to the 
distres.s in individual cases. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleaseil state whether the sum is an additional grant hesides the grant- 
in-aid y 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes 

Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the HoiFble Minister be 
pleased to state if any scheme was drawn uj) before the amounts were 
eanctioned for the institutions? 

Tha Him’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. There were 
several Conferences between the University and the Goveniment and a 
Special Officer fl)r. W. A. Jenkins) was appointed to frame a scheme. 
After fuRy scrutinising and ruirefully examining that scheme, a lump sum 
of Ri. 2,00,000 was sanctioned. 
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Khan Bahadur IMHAMMEO ALI: What was the basis on which 
the lump flum amount mentioned by the Hon’blc Minister was sanctioned P 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The basis was half- 
average pay for a professor or teacher as the case may be. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Was there any condition attached 
as to the period for which the students would be exempted from payment 
of their dues as feesP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Then, am 1 to take it that these 
institutions to wl»oin these amounts were given were exacting fees from 
students even when they were not attending their classes.^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question, Khan Bahadur? 
Perhaps the (luestiou you have just put does not ari)?e. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I think. Sir, it does arise in this 
way: Where extra amounts were sanctioned, were the institutions asked 
by (fovernment to exempt the absentee students from payment of their 
dues P 

Tha Hon*ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; There was no such 
condition attached: this payment was made to make uj) for the loss 
sustained by the institutions. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state if these amounts were uilotte^l without any examination of 
the (condition of the finances of the institutions or they were given on a 
lump sum average pay basis? 

Thf Hon’bit Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Their ai’counts were 
examined by the Special Officer before the grants were made. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Win the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if the money that had been given would be refunded to 
Government after the realisation of fees from students? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No; there is no such 
condition. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Then, will the institutions con- 
cerned! be allowed to receive grants from Government and also realise fees 
from students and make profit? 

Tha Hon’bia Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It was impossible 
for them to realise bac'k fees from students and to pay the teachers’ salaries. 
Therefore Government (‘ame to the rescue of the unfortunate teachers on 
the principle of half-average pay to lie paid to each of them. 

Khan Bahaihw MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, my 
question has nut been properly answered. I wanted to know 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your specific queatiouP 

Klian Baliilllir MOHAMMED ALI: My question ia thia; Wlmt in the 
aource of the Hon ’hie Minister’s information when he says that there ia no 
means bv which arrear dues from students could not be rollec'tedP 


Th% Hon'bit Khan Bahaditr M. AtOUL KARIM; That waa in the 

report of the S[)e('ial Officer. It wa.s found as a matter of fact that all 
arrear dues hud to be written off. 


Mr. P. BANERdI: Will the Hoii'bie Minister be pleased to statn 
whether these amounts were paid to the teac hers and not to the institutions P 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The frrants were 
made to the heads of institutions with the direction that these amounts 
should be paid to the professors and teachers of those institutions. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any inonev has bc‘en sanctioned for (rhittu^nyr institutions P 

Tha Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I can tell the 
honourable nieinber that as a matter ol fact I am j^oinK to receive a deputu- 
tiou from colle^^c professors and school teachers of (’hittagon^ as also of 
other war-affected areas like the ( alcutta protes.surs’ and teachers’ deputa- 
tion I had previously received. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state it Goveniment had made any arrangements to supervise 
the payment of these amounts to teachers or to see that the amounle did 
actually reach the teachers concerned P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. The Special 

(Officer insisted uium producing u receipt of actual payment to the teachc^rs 
from the heads of institutions concerned. 


Forfiiturt of stipondi by studMiU of the Poni Coilogo. 

*2. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Uou’hle Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether any 
students of the Feni College have been deprived of their stipends p 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof P 

(c) Do the Government contemplate the withdrawal of the ordei P 

Tho Hon’hio Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The scholuiship and 
stipend holders who fjarticijiated in the strike and were afisent from the 
college, subsequently applied through the JViiicifial for condonation of the 
absence and they were granted leave without schularsbifsc or stipends for 
the period of one mouth from 29tli January to 28th February, 1942, as a 
special case and allowed tc» draw their scholarsbiixs or stipends for the 
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remaining period with the warning that similar conduct in future would 
be visited with all the penalties laid down in the rules for scholarships and 
stipends. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOODi Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the occasion in connection with which there was a strike? 

Tha Hon’bln Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: This question does not 
aiise. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, the Hoirble Minister says in his 
reply: “the scholarship and stipend-holders who participated in the strike, 
etc.” May we know what was the reason for the strike and what was the 
strike tor? 

Tha Hon*hla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Because the Prin- 
cipal took disciplinary action against the boys and as a protest the boys of 
of the college and the hostel left without any notice. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hoi^ble Mi nister be pleased to 
state what were the reasons for the Principal to take action — disciplinary 
action to whicli lie has just referred —against the students? 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Because they mis- 
behaved themselves on the occasion of the Ministers’ visit to Feni. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is the policy of (foverninent to penalise all the stipend-holders 
for the offence of one or two who had been absent from the college and also 
if it is their intention that the stipend-holders must attend classes in spite of 
the fact that the whole college is on strike? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan BatMulur M.MDUL KARIM: No. Sir. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what he actually means by “misbehaviour”? 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I mean indecent con- 
duct in open street. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
slate what he actually meant by “indecent conduct in the open street”? 
Will he clarify? 

Tha Han’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I. need not say more 
than what the Principal reported that they misbehaved in the street. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: I am afraid the answer is not what I want 
to know. I want to know* what he understands by “iiKlef‘ent conduct in the 
open street”. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thai is a matter of opinion. 
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Mittivi AiUL HASHIM: Will the Hon’ble Mhiisfer be plesseti to state 


if it is the policy of Government that stipend-holders should get stipends or 
scholarsiiips on condition (hat they iiiuiit remain subservient to the 
Ministers!-' 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to alate 
at whose instanre — whether at the instance of the Hon’ble Minister — (he 
punislmient was inflicted on (he students P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The disciplinary 
acti(»ri uas taken h\ the Princiiml hiiiiself on his own initiative. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Not at the instance of the Minister y 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to 
]<»ok into his tile and enlighten the Hcmse if it is not a fact that the students 
were confined to (he hostel wlien the Minister arrived there and the guns of 
the armed police were (rained at the windows of the hostel to prevent students 
from making un\ demonstration 

The Hon*bl€ Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is ahs.dutely 
uiitiue. 


Tarm of oflloiat Praaidant of Mymansingh Diatriot 8o^ Board. 

*3. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
( barge of the Education Depurtinent be pleased to state whether it is u tact 
(hat the official President, District School Board, Mymensingh, (*ontinued 
to act as President of the said Board on the expiration of the stututory 
I>eriod ? 

(b) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons thereof; and 

(li) the steps Government propose to take to legalise the works done 
by the official President, after the expiry of the statutory t»eri(Hi 
of eight years? 

The Honlila Khan BalMakir M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 

ih) (t) He was apparently under a misapprehension. 

iii) No stejw are considered necessary. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer {u}, will the 
Hon’ble Minister Iw* jdeased to state what wa.H the period during which the 
District Magistrate under a misapprehension was in charge of the School 
Board though legally he was rod entitled to it? 

Tha Hon’bit Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: My information ia 
that it was for a very short period, but I am unable to give the exact time. 
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MmIW MUHAMMAD fSRAIL: I want to know the exact period — was 
it a month or more or less than a month? 


The Hon’ble KKin Bahedur M, ABDUL KARIM: Beyond that I cannot 
say anything now. If you want to know the exact number of days I want 
notice. 

Meilivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
lo state whether the District Magistrate, when he remained in charge of the 
District School Board — though he was not legally entitled to it — did any act 
during that period? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: He must have done 
some acts — I am not aware. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the acts that were done b) the District Magistrate as 
President were not ultra vires and illegal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Not at all. My 
answer under {h) (n) will make that clear. He did nothing which requires 
invalidation or he did not do anything which will he necessary to rectify to 
meet any audit objection. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’lde Minister be please<l 
to state whether he consulted the Legal Ueineinhrancer or the Advocate- 
General so far as the question of validation ot the acts of the District 
Magistrate as President of the District School Board after the expiry of the 
statutory period of 8 years is concerned? 

Tha Hon’blf Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. as 1 am a lawyer 
myself, 1 need nut take an\ opinion. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, my question lias not been answered. 
Whether he is a lawyer tu not is not m> question. My point is whether he 
sought the opinion of the I^egal Ueinembrancer or that of the Advocate- 
General ? 

Thf Hon’blf Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I need not 


Afiliointnient of Sub-Rogistrara. 

*4. Khan Bahadur ABIOUR RAXA CHOWDHURYs (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education (Jtegistration) De^iartmeut aware 
that b> notification No. 84TRgn., and No. H48Rgn., dated the 2l8t August, 
lt>42, published in the Calcutta Gazette, dateil the 27th August, 1^42, 8 
prolmtionary Sub-Registrars and 4 temiHUnrv Sul>- Registrars have been 
aptMiinted respectively? 

{h) If the answer to {a) is in the attinnative, will (he Hon'ble Minister 
be pleu'^ed to state — 

{i) whether any notification was made for thf>e 12 appointments; if so, 
when ; and 
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(it) whether any nomination was called for from the Diviiioaal Com- 
missioners for these 12 appointments? 

(c) If the answer to (h) (it) is in the neprative, will the Hon’We Minister 
l)e pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(d) Will the Hou’ble Minister he pleased to state whether any of these 
12 Sub-Registrars is his relative? 

The Hofi’bla Khan Bahaifur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Yes. 

(h) ({) On the 4th December. DMl, in res|>tM t of three of the ap|>oint- 
nients only. 

(it) No. 

(r) Of these twelve appointments, three had been allotted to Tns]>eetor- 
Oeneral of Registration's nominations and nine to direct a|)pointmont l>v 
(rovernnient. N«)tifieati(>ns wore issued in resix»et of the fonner allotment, 
but Ooxernment do not usually issue notifirations in resjieet of direct a|>|>oint* 
ments The appointments (ten in uumWr) allotted to nominations by 
Di\isi()nal ( ’ommissioners were made separately after notification. 

(d) One of them is my nephew, 

Mr. M. A. H. iSPAHANI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
.«‘tate whether patronage to the nephew extends beyond the department of 
the Chief Minister? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: AVill the Hon'lde Minister be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that he ha^^ appointed his .son also as a Sub-Registrar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That queatiou does 
not arise out of this (|ue^tion. You may put another question if you so like. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: My question is whether the Hon’ble Minister 
has appointed his son as a Sub-Regiatrar. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: If there is a question 
on that |K>int, I will answer it at the proper time. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: J^ir. if necessary, let the Hon’ble Minister 
sav tliat he wants notice. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: A question has been put and the Hon ble 
Minister can either refuse to answer it or answer it. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, my son also is 
a Sub-Registrar. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased to state 
what are the qualifications of his nephew and also of his son? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: My nephew it a 
graduate and my ton has read up to the I. A. Standard, and 1 bare girea 
bim a direct appointment. 
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XHill BtfUlAif MOHAMMED ALI S Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
lo state if the minimum qualification for the post of Sub-Registrar is LA.? 

Tht Hofl’llli Khttl Bahadur M. i^lDUL KARIM: No. Government has 
the discretion to relax the rules in anj^ case. I can appoint even a non- 
Matric. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there were a sufficient number of graduates as candidates 
for this post? 

The Hon*bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: His case was taken 
out of the ordinary category and given special consideration on the ground 
of the services of his family fftr about 150 years under the British rule. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether his son got nomination direct from the Ministry or through 
the proper channel ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: He got it from the 
Secretary' of the Kdu(;aiion Department. The selection was made with other 
candidates and he was found to be one of the most desirable candidates. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: in vieu of the innumerable number of graduates, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether his nephew has got 
any claim for this special consideration ? 

Tha Hofi»hla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Most certainly. The 
•ervices of his family are coeval with the reigns of seven English kings. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in how many cases the sons and nephews of the Hon’ble Minister or 
Ministers or ex-Ministers have been favoured with similar concessions? 

Tha Han’hli Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 know of sons and 
nephews of M.L.As,, but I do not know of sons and nephews of any other 
Minister. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that conce.ssion has been 
made only in the case of the sou and the nephew of the present Hon’ble 
Minister? 

Tha Hon*hla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No, 1 have made con- 
cession in other cases also. Similar concessions — though not of such a high 
Value — have been made in the cases of sons and nephews of other people also. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Sir. I have put a s^>ecific question. I 
am not rambling about the sons and nephews of other people. I want to 
know whether there is any other Hon’ble Minister involved whose son or 
nephew or a near relation has been similarly given such special coneeaaion 
♦nd Government rule has been waived for finding a suitable appointment for 
him. 



194t] QUESTIONB. 11 

HM HmHM* KlMn taliMliir M. AIIHIL KANHlH kade 

in tlie pa8t for augrbt 1 know. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What are those cases)» 

Tilt HofYlile Khan Bahadur M. ABDUt KARIM: That I cannot teU 
you. 

Maulana MO. ABDUL AZIZ: m vftfi fY Of 

Sub-Registrar c^?l CVt^T Final Madrassah W 

^ fiRl ? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: f] 

gjlft cy I Yes, I have iiiinle app(»intment8 ui my time, 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: vstirf? r 

Tht Han'hia Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM : r.in 

One. That is a good beginning. 

Appointmant af Sub-Ragislrart. 

^5. Maidvi RAdlBUDDlIN TARAFDAR: (a) Will the Hon Me 

Minister in charge of the Education (Regist ration) Department be pleased 
to lav on the table a statement showing — 

(?) the number of SulHllegistrars that have l>een appointed from 
January, 1942, to 31 st August, 1942. 

(ii) the number of them that are — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes; and 

(Hi) whether any of them is related to any of the HinistemP 

Tht Htn’bit Khan Bihadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) (i) 22. 

(it) (1) Hindus 8. 

(2) Muslims 11. 

(3) Scheduled Castes 3. 

(lit) One of them is my nephew. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he has relaxed the educational qualihcations in the case of his son? 

Tha Hafi’hia Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The question of. 
nephew' is here. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Then, Sir, 1 shall have to repent the same 
anpplententary question here also. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if one of the Sub-Begtslrars appointed w'as one of his sonsf 

BMiadiir M. ABDUL KARIMS Tes. 


Tha Has’Ma Khan 
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Mr. OiPUTY WEANillS This has already bees aseweied. Y<m put 

it is another form. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The ISon’ble Minister has already replied 
‘'yes”. Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether he has not 
relaxed the educational qualifications, 1 mean the minimum educational 
qualifications required, in the case of his son? 

The Hoii’Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; I have already 
answered that, 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May 1 appeal to the honourable members 
not to put any further (jnestirms on the subject, because the whole thing is 
so scandalous that it is unnecessary to put any supplementary (juestion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: With reference to answer (o) {ni), viz., 
“one of them is my nephew,” may I ask the Hon’hle Minister to explain 
what was the reason f<ir not di-sclosing this fact before? May I ask the 
reason w*hy the information that nf>t only his nephew hut also his son was 
appointed was suppressed? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahaur M. ABDUL KARIM: The auswer was given 
with reference to a particular notification of a particular date mentioned in 
question No. 4. This appointment was made subsequently. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am sorry I have to press this point, 
l>ecause the answer is not very satisfactory. The question is, “(/) the 
number of Sub-Registrars that have been apopiuted from January, 1942, 
to Jllst August, 1942.” During this period 

Tht Hoii*hlf Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That appointment 
was made long after that. 

Khwaja fir NAZIMUDDIN: When? 

Tha Hon’hia Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That appointment was 
made in December. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will tbe Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
if his son is a Third Division Matriculate ? 

. Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the services rendered 
by the nephew’s family to seven British kings, may we know the names of 
those kings? 


Mr. DEPUTY iPBAKillS That qnestioa does not arise* 



I9mi QUESTIONS. IS 

Miiiitataiii of fM mm ef iMlia Rylis pthm$f taiit Qhitfi* 

•«. BaSu NACENDRA NATN StNl (a) Will ihe Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether Sunil Oboeh, 
B.sc., convicted by the Subdivisional Officer, Khulna, under the Defence of 
India Rules in SeptemW last was recommended by the Magistrate as a 
division II prisoner? 

(b) Is it a fact that he has been placed as diviriou III prisoner? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
l>e jdeased to state the reason therefor? 

(</) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that his father was a Deputy Super* 
intendeni of Police? 

(e) Have the Government received any petition from the convict for 
redassiheation ? 

MINISTER in cliarge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’btn 
Mr. A. K. Failul Huq): (/i) He was convicted in December last and 
recommended by the Magistrate for <la'».*'ification in division II. 

(b) Xo. He was placed in division II. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(f/) My inforimition is that his father uas an Inspector of IVdice. 

(e) No. 

Protection of ooourity prioonort of Prooldonoy doil agalnot tir rokii. 

V. Mr. SIBNATH BANERdEE: (ci) Will the Hon'ble Minister io 
charge of the Home (Tails) Dejiartment l>e pleased to state — 

(0 the present number of — 

(1) security prisoners, and 

(2) convicted prisoners in the Presidency Jail; 

(fi) whether he has received ony petition from any prisoners of the 
said jail for their protection against air raids; and 

(tit) what measures, if any, have been taken for the protection of the 
prisoners inside the jail in case of a raid ? 

(b) Is the Hoi^’ble Minister considering the desirability of releasing 
the prisoners who are reported to be of good behaviour or of transferring 
them to some safer places? 

fho Hoii*bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (oj (0 Figures on the 16tb 
Keptember, 1942, were as follows; — 

(1) Security prisoners 44. Criminnl security prisoners 837, 

(2) 690. 

(it) Yes. 

(iff) Provision of First Aid boxes and construction of baffle walb» 
Arrangements for quick ojiening of wards if nec^essary and various other 
precautions as approved by A.R.P. Training Dfflcer. 
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(h) ReisomiiiBndatioBs of the Tribunal for security priisoners for release 
of some of them are under consideration. In proper cases the convicted 
prisoners who are reported to be ^ jfood behaviour are released on the 
recommendation of the Advisorj' Board. TrBnsler of these prisoners from 
the Presidency Tail to any safer pltt(‘e is not possible for want of suitable 
accommodation. 

Dr# NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) (ii), in 
reply to the question whether he has received any petition from the prisoners 
and the answer in the affirmative, may I know what is the date of receipt of 
fhat petition and what action has so far been taken thereon? 

Tht Hofi*blB Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will lake this as a notice and 
answer this question at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Dr# NALINAKiHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (a) {in'), 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state who is the authority who will 
‘decide the necessity, as mentioned, of opeiiin^f the wards when there is an air 
raid alarm ? 

Th# Hon'blt Mr#. A# K. FAZLUL HUQ: ()bviousl\ the Sii]>erinten(ltMit 
of the Jail acting possibly on information received from the wardens, I 
say this from what I consider 

Dr. NALINAKiHA iANYAL: I find some difficulty here. “Arrange- 
ments for quick opening of wards if necessary and various other precau- 
tions/’ etc., are mentioned. Now, Sir, it is the experience of all of us that 
when air raid alarms go quick immediate decision has to be taken, and 
I would like lo know if the Hon’ble Minister has been adviserl as to how 
this provisio|l is going to be given effect to. ^ 

Thff Hon*blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I confess I cannot reply to this 
question, but if my honourable friend will let me have his suggestion, I 
will most gladly consider it. 

Dr. NALINAKiHA iANYAL: Is it a fact that during the last few air 
raid alarms persons who were detained in the first ffoor of the jail had to 
remain in the first floor and they were not allowed to cottie down even to the 
ground floor? 

Ttlff Hon*blff Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have no information what- 
ever. I may make an enquiry. 

Mr. ADDUR RAHMAN ilDDIQI: Will the Hon’ble and learne<l Chief 
Minister give us the exact date when he received the recommendations as 
mentioned in part (h) and how long does he propose to take for the consi- 
deration of those recommendations? 

TN Hoii'bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 may mention for the informa- 
tion of my most learned and venerable friend that these things require some 
time. Persons possessed of quick intelligence can dispose of them promptly. 
I do not claim* any" special qualifications. Surrounded as we are by various 
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contideratioiiB which demand our prompt atteniioii, hit# iP proceed 
slowly and take into account also various other circumstances. But we 
shall try to minimise my honourable friend's suspense as much as possible. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IOOIQI; My question has not been answered. 
I wanted categorically the date on which he reoeive<l the recommendations 
of the Tribunal 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; It is impossible for me to give 
any date. I cannot remember. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: The Hon'ble Minister says that it is 
impossible for him to give any date. Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi does not 
want to probe into the future. He wants to have information about what 
happened in the past. Ho wants to know when the recommendations of 
'the Tribunal were received. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You need not speak for Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddi(ji. If you have any que.stions to a.sk. \ou ma> ask. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: \V\\\ the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
stale if the recominendation.s referred t(» were received before the death of 
the late Mr. Ju.stice Panckridge which occurred probably four months ngoj* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 did not receive the recom- 
mendations before his death. I received them officially some time later, 
about three weeks after his death. I can tell the House that but for the 
present abnormal conditions effect would have been given forthw'ith. But 
we have got to take into consideration various matters wdiich have arisen 
after the report of the Tribunal was received. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister pleased to 
state what are those various considerations that are standing in the way? 
Is it the obstriictiveness of some of the permanent officials ^ 

Tlii Hpti’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The circumstances are very 
briefly these. Immediately after the report of the Tribunal w'as received 
and we were giving our consideration to their recommendations, the Congress 
movement began and there was such an amount of lawlessness in the country 
that it was not considered safe to give effect to those recommendations at 
that time. It is not the permanent officials who stand in the way. But 
these matters appertain to the domain of responsibility of the Governor. 
As a matter of fact, we cannot claim to have a free hand in things of this 
kind. Various considerations have got to be taken into account and we 
bave.to proceed slowly. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Council of Ministers have considered the rep<»r< and 
recommended the taking of action thereon F 

Tilt Hon’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am sorry I am not prepared 
to answer that question. 
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Or. NALINAKtMA tANYALS Will tBe Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the date refers to the date earlier than the starting of the more- 
ment following the arrest of Congreess leaders — that would be 6 months 
before F Sir, let me make myself clear. The Hon’ble Minister mentioned a 
date immediately after or some time after the report was received when the 
movement was started and therefore certain complications arose. Evidently 
the report was received before that 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 did not give any date. It 
was almost synchronous. The receiving of the report and the starting 
of the movement were not separated by any long period of tinie. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleaseil 
to state, with reference to answer (a) (Hi) regarding provision of First Aid 
boxes and construction of baffle walls, etc., whether the prisoners were taken 
into confidence by the jail authorities and whether the prisoners have been 
apprised as to what they should do and what arrangements have been made 
in case of an air raid F 

The Hofi’bli Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I do not know whether any 
specific instructions have been given, hut 1 understand that it has been 
widely advertised, and the first precaution that ]>eople should take is that 
they should go into some shelter. If there are any upper storeys, /.c., 
first floor or second floor, they should go down to the ground floor and take 
cover as quickly as possible. That is the first precautionary step to he 
taken, and 1 Wlieve that the prisoners know that and they want to follow 
that. If they are debarred in their attempt to do s<», the matter will 
certainly require investigation. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA lANYAL: With reference to the Advisory Board 
mentioned for examining the cases of convictecl prisoners, will the Hon’ble 
Minister \)e pleased to state wbicb Advisory Board he is referring to? 
There was an Advisory Board comp<»sed of certain members of the L^isla- 
ture and also certain officials. Our information was that that Advisory 
Board had become functux offivio. There is another Advisory Board for 
looking into the cases of convicted prisoners excepting pcditical prisoners, 
and it is not allowed to go into the political prisoners* cases at all. So I 
would like to know whfch Advisory Board the Hou’ble Minister has in mind 
in this answer. 

Tbt Hon’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not in a jwsition to give 
the infomiation^ but it is an im|n>rtant point, and I will find out what 
exactly the Advisory Board is. on whose recommendations we are taking 
action. 1 may mention, Sir, that .so far as the release of these prisoners 
is concerneil we have already taken action and a large number of security 
prisoners have already been released. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: With reference to the question of non- 
availability of suitable accommodation for prisoners, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if Government is considering the desirability 
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of ropairing the second half of the old lunatic aayhnn at Berhampore, one* 
half of which is being used as a special jail to enable security prisoners 
to be transferred there at an early date^ 

Tiia Noil’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not aware of that. Thet^e 
are various alternative proi) 08 al 8 before the (lovernmeut in order to find 
accommodation where all security prisoners could be safely lodged. As 
regards the Berhampore Jail, I am not aware but I cannot possibly say 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it the fact that the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister himself has seen the Berhampore Jail and that the other half is 
under repair and the repairs are being proceeded with with a view to accom- 
modate prisoners, security or otherwise? Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
let me know whether the (iovernmeut is considering the desirability of 
quickly completing the repairs to make it suitable for housing the security 
prisoners there? 

The Hon'bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I now remember that. 1 had 
been to Berhampore Jail, and I know the construction that is being done to 
which the honourable member has drawn my attention. As regards the 
transfer of prisoners, I shall certainly look into the matter. 


PdiM^riiig ill Danipiir Riot Mill lit Ttmliili tiMIvitioiif Mkliiiiort. 

•g. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAdl: (a) Is the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware that a poliee-firing took place on the 
8th September last at Danipur Rice Mill compound in Tamiuk subdiviiton 
in the district of Midnapore? 

{b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the reason thereof, 

(ti) the number of persons killed and injured amongst the public and 
the police, 

(iti) the nature of injury sustained by each, and 

(tv) the manner in which the dead bodies were disposed of? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the nllagers were persuading the raillH^wner not to transfer or export 
rice from the locality in a very jieaceful and iion-violent way? 

The Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o) Yes. 

{h) (i) A crowd numbering 2,(X)0— 3,(K)0 was incited by agitators to loot 
the paddy in the rice mill at Danipur and to assault the jwdice force of one 
head constable and 4 con.stables who had l»een dejmted to guard the mill. 

(ii) and {Hi) Three men were kille<l and probaWy mme were injured, but 
I cannot say what the number was as no injured pe^Tson was left after the 
dispersal of the mob. One constable iweiveil a Mhi blow and three others 
received injuries from brickbats. 
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. (h) ThBy were creaiBtBd. 

(c) This is not a fact. 

lift ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Wilh reference to question (6) (/), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that the 
alleged crowd numbering 2,000 to ddKJO was not there exactly for the pur- 
pose of looting th« paddy but was there impelled by hunger to demand that 
paddy ? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In that case hunger, I should 
say, was the cause for the loot. 

Or. COilNOA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state, with reference to answer (h) (i), as to who were the 
agitators f 

Thf Hoffi’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I have simply said, “agitators/^ 
and I have not referred to any political group. They may be political agita- 
tors, they may be non-political agitators, or they may be persons who were 
of opinion that an action like this would W of advantage to the people. I 
think they were ill-advised and beyond that I have nothing more to sa>. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Will the HonMde Minister be pleased to 
state whether necessary warning was given before firing was resorted toP 

TM HMl’bli Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I understand that all the legal 
precautions must have been taken before firing was resorted to. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the |)er*<ons killed were without food for twu or 
three daysP 

Thf Hon’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that que.stion 
offhand. I do not know. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: What was the status of the officer who 
ordered the firing? 

Tbt Hon'blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say offhand, and I 
want notice. 

Or. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the dead bodies of the killed persons were refused to be 
made over to their respective relatives, aud, if so, by whom were they 
oremate<l ? 

ThB Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know, but if my 
friend wants this information as to the persons by whom these dead bodies 
were cremated, 1 will furnish him with the same later on. 

Mr. AIDUR RAHMAN RIODIQIl On a point of order, Sir. Would 
3 n>Q consider it right on the part of an Hon’ble Minister to say, “I do not 
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know.” A question is asked fey a meauher, and I tkiuk it ia ikt^ (kity of 
a Mimater to find out how things come out: he cannot tell us, “I do not 
know/’ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* All that I have to sea is whether a quaation 
has been put in a proper form and also whether a proper answer has been 
given. If the Minister says, “I do not know,” I cannot help you: if tho 
Minister chooses not to answer in the public interest, even then I cannot 
help you. My business is only to see whetlier proper answers are given 
to questions put. 

The H0li*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The expression ”1 do not know’^ 

refers to the present time. At the pre.sent moment I do not know, but if 
the information is wanted, I will find it out. 

Ftilifra of oropt in Thakurgoon in DiM||Nir. 

Mr. HAFtZUDDIN CHOUDHURIS (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that there has been continuous drought from May up to date in soma 
paiis of Dinajpur distrirt, particularly in the Thnkurgaon sub* 
division ; 

in) that aman paddy could not be planted in more than half of the area 
of Thakurgaon subdivision, and 

(iii) that au 4 crop has totally failed In most ports of the subdivision P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government contemplate to advance agricultural 
loan U) the cultivators? 

MINUTER in oharga of tht REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha Han^Ma 
Mr. Fiwmallia Nath ianariat): (a) it) There have been insufficient rains 
throughout the Thakurgaon subdivision. 

(tV) The area in which am^in paddy could not be planted is 6 to 8 annas 
of the normal area under aman paddy. 

(m) There was portial failure in some parts* 

(fc) Rs. 1,25, 000 has been sanctioned during the runent year for distri- 
bution as a,gricultural loan in Dinajpur district. 

iabu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if any direction has been given to the district authorities of Dinajpur for 
distributing agricultural loan in the affeciwl parts of Thakurgaon subdivi- 
sion from the amount that has been sanctioned for the district of Dinajpur? 

ThtVfMl’hli Mr. FRAMATHA NATH BANERiEEs 1 do not think so, 
but if the honourable member will be good endugh to see me with any 
specific case of default, 1 shall take necessary action. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there have been sufficient raioa in other parts of the Dinajpur 
district? 
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Hm HM'Mb Mr. FMMATNA NATH NANfMItt So lar as my in- 

fonnatioD goM, then have been insufficient raing throughout the Thakur- 
gaon eubdivision; there may have been insufficient rains elsewhere. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there i» any necessity tor gratuitous relief in the Thakurgaon 
eubdivision ? 

Tht Hpll’tolt Mr. RRAMATHA NATH BANERdEC: No representation 
has reached the Revenue Department through the local officials. If any 
auch representation reaches the department concerned, then it will be the 
duty of Government to consider such representation. 


Rtlitf matsurii in Faridlpiir. 

MO. Mailivi AHMADALI MRfDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue De^mrtment be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing, year by year, since 19f38-39 to 1941-42 the amount spent as — 

(a) test relief, 

(b) gratuitous relief, and 

(c) agricultural loan, 

in the district of Faridpur, sulnlivision by subdivision? 

Tht Hon’We Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: A statement is laid 
on the Table. 


SttUemenf referred to in replp to starred quMlion No. 10. 



8«dor 

iiubdi\ision. 

Goolundo 

eubdivUton. 

Mederipur 
Aubdi vision. 

Gonelgeni 

fiubdiviaion. 

Total 


Rm. 

R«. 

Us. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Teet relief— 






193S-39 

8,200 

7,500 

7.200 

8,100 

31,000 

1939-40 

10.479 


12,637 

0,500 

44,643 

1940-41 

2.949 

577 

2,000 


5,426 

194l-i2* 

41,339 

41,657 

31,196 

12,919 

1.27.209 

Qratuitoue relief—- 






1939-39 

9.2S0 

9.000 

3,000 

12,760 

10/100 

1939-40 

4(»S 

512 

917 

2.991 

4,713 

1940-41 



100 


100 

194142 

2,200 

123 

7,400 

3,977 

13.600 

Agrioultund loen— 






1939-39 . . i 

1,28,000 

2.80.000 

1,12,000 

1,70,000 

*6,0O,OCM> 

1939-40 .. j 

28,100 

40,000 

32,809 

30.920 

1,31,928 

1940.4] I 

33,000 

20,000 



55,000 

1941-42 

1.27.513 

1.22,094 

49.136 

1,79.000 

i.76,745 


*Tbct Ogum ere ayi>ntjrim4Ue »nd eircrluitive of the cxpcmditure ineumd for wtabliBlnreftt 
and other eontiaaont oheigHn which ere oot eveilehlo now. Aocorete figuiei oottM not bs 
obtdnod the DistrkitBcMurd through whcnn the cipondttuie on eccoont of test relief work 
WM medem 1941-42, 
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npilYj ANMfO ALI URWHAt MiU ike Em^hh Umwi^ U pk«sed 

to 0 t«to whetber it is i\ fact that thia year there baa been ocunjtlete 
of crop in the Ooaluiido subdivision of the Faridpur diatrict and the diatreaa 
there baa been more acute than everJ* 

TN Hon’llle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJilS 1 am afraid, thia 
question does not arise. But if there is any ditfieulty anywhere. I will be 
prepared to jfive the honourable member iiilormation if he c(»mes and sees 
me in my ebamher, * ' 

Miulvi AHMED ALI MRtDHA: Will the Hoiible Minister be pleased 
to refer to the answer to unstarred question Xo. 1 of today and state if it 
is not a fact that the deterit»ratiou of the river is responsible to a very great 
extent to the distress that has {»ccurred during (he lust five years and is still 
continuing? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are giving information and not asking 
for it. 

Matilvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is not the present condition of the 
river responsible for acute distress in (loaluiido subdivision? 

The Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEEi 1 do not deal with 
the Irrigation Department, but 1 am grateful for the information given by 
the honourable member. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: In view of the answer just given, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether be feels that a co-ordinated 
action between the different departments — between the Irrigation Depart- 
ment and his own dejmtttuent — is neceaaary juat to save the fWO])le from 
rack and ruin? 

Tim Hofl’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANSR4EE: This questioii. does 
not arise out of question No. ID, hut such co-ordination would be certainly 
useful. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawm Co wkich ware kid on the taUe) 

RMxeaviilifi el ObaiMaim rhmr ef BtaluiMe IbUiviikfi. 

1. Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the CommunicatioiLS and Worke (Irfl|ntuib) Depirlibelil aWire — 

(.) that the riyer Chandana deteriojat^ ^ 

(it) that the aabdivMions of Goaluiido and Fandpiilr in the disinct of 
Faridpur deteriorated in reepeci of health, agriculture and 
communications ; 

(tit) that the situation was brought to the 5 |i(p#fe!^ef;stlto ia 

the decade before last ; and 

Diai earveys were undertaken in diRetent* ttmee and eehemet pm 
lormulatedf 


I 
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(b) II tli6 anmr to (a) (pv) i« in tlio ftUrniiilive, wiU tbo Hoa’Ue Mbiitor 
lo Imitated to state— 

(i) the nature of the scheme formulated ; and 

(it) when it was done!' 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of working out 
the scheme f If so, when F 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Mr. M. Shapmuchlin Ahmed); (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c) The river Chandana is connected with several other rivers 
and khali in the locality which together form what may be called the Chau- 
dana system. This system demands treatment as a whole and so no 
permanent benefit can be expected from the improvement of a single river. 
The scheme which was prepared in 1928 for the improvement of the C'handana 
river only was not, therefore, taken up. A survey of the Chandana system 
has recently been completed, but the data thus collected are not considered 
sufficient to determine and locate the spill openings required in the road 
and railway embankments for a permanent improvement of the river. The 
only way to determine them is to make a model and test it in a hydraulic 
laborotory the establishment of which Government are anxious to expedite 
as much as practicable. 

MiUlvi AHMED ALI MRIOHA: Does the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of Irrigation Department also consider if co-ordinated action is necessary 
in this matter F 

Tlw Mon’lllt Mr. M. EHAMtUDDIN AHMED; This matter is under 
the consideration of Government. 

Mayhrl AHMED At I MRIDHAl When was the survey of the Chandana 
river completed F 

Tlw Hmi’M# Mr. M. EHAMtUDOIN AHMED; It was completed some 
Ume ago. I may say in this oonnectfon that the whole irrigation system 
is being investigated at the present time and for that purpose a laboratory 
has been established to go into the whole question of water channels in the 
province. The whole question is being investigated into and a decision 
will be taken on the whole question after a thorough investigation. 

Mr. DEPUTY tPBAKlRl The question hour is now over. 

MmIvI AHMIO ALI MRIDNAl In that case will you kindly postpone 
this and the remaining questions tiB next day as the question hour is now 
overf 

Hn DIPItTY IPBAKiRl Yes. 

(SuppIsMantarias to Unitaned OmsiNimi 80. 1 and tha imsdning qnae* 
lions were hdd over.] 
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Mzz::sss£Si IMiMh 

Maidvi MUHAMMAO IMAILt Sir, may I know tke fate of tke adijovtap 
ment motion of which I gave notice f 

Dr. NALINAKIHA •ANYALt'^ir, I gave notice of an adjonnimeat 
motion. 1 beg leave of the House to move the adjournment motion, 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER l 1 have received more than a doien adjourn- 
ment motions. 1 have examined all these. I have given my consent with 
regard to Dr. Sanyal’s motion. I would like to know from Dr. Sanyal 
whether he is prepared to take the responsibility of his motion. 

Dr. NALINAKIHA SANYAL: (ertainly. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 want to know how you can mix all these 
questions together. You know you are to deal with one subject in an 
adjournment motion, hut you have raised several subjects. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No. Sir, 1 am dealing with one subject, 
namely, repression, and to he in(»re h|>ecific, the nature of repression is 
described 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y ou can ver>’ well discuss these matters by ^ 
cut motions. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will ascertain the (iovernment viewpoint. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl Sir, it is for you to decide 

whether the various matters to which reference has been made should be 
separately discussed or in one comprehensive adjournment motion. So far 
as 1 am concerned 1 do not wish to stifle discussion; on the contrary, I will 
like to have a discussion on these points so that Government may get an 
opportunity of stating their case also. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I take it that Government have no objection. 

I will now ascertain the wish of the House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALl That is not necessary. If no objection 
is made 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ton have only got Government’s viewpoint. 

I will now a4M»ertain whether you have got the leave of the Bouse. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the rule says if no objection ie 
taken, the Speaker shall intimate the hotir at which the motion will be 
taken up. The rule is there. 

Stei DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, you have got to get the leave of Uie 
Bouse. 

^ Mr. ADDUD RAHMAN ilDDHIit May I rise on a |Kiist el oederP 
Sir, you were pleased to teH us about ive minuies ago that Sr. Sanyal had 



jtniitiled up certain points m$mk0d:imlk(Aciion or those. Eren if 

the jGlovernment accepts the motion, I should ^ke tp Jtftqw ;^^h^the^ wder 
the rules you consider this motion to be propern* rorded and to be correct. 

Dra NALINAKiHA SANYALs I have got your oo^sent^ 

Hfi DSPUTY tPiAKCRS I have already given iny consent; therefore 
your question does not arise. Now 1 want to ascertain whether WSy member 
of the House objects to this motion being moved by Ih*. Sanyal. I will 
read the motion: 

“This Assembly do now' adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
ptiblic importance and of recent wurrence, namely, the repressions carried 
out in the Contai an<l Tainluk subdivisions of Midnaj»ore district including 
the arrest of innocent persons, destruction of property, burning of houses 
and assaults on men and women. “ 

Is there any objection to this motion being moved by Dr. Sanyal? 

(There was no objection.) 

I will fix Monday for tliis motion to be moved just after the question 
period. I cannot give a definite tjme, because I will have to consult the 
^ Leader of the House as to when they will meet on Monday nelt. There- 
fore, it will be better for me to allow Dr. Sanyal to move this motion just 
after the question hour on Monday because it has he^u decided, I now 
' understand, that there will he no sitting of the House tomorrow — Saturday. 

Thf H0fl*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, Mr. Siddiqi has remarked 
that Government has accepted the motion. Government has not. We have 
no objection to the matter being discusseil, because I w ill get an opportunity 
df stating our point of view. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDINs Sir, a number of members from this aide of 
the House gave notices of motions for adjournment 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER l As regards the other adjOunment 
Actions, 1 bove given my consent to one motion of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 
jthat is, with regard to t^e removal of Chairo^ of Bengal Distric| Boards, 
and I waive the urgency as I cannot take up more than one motion in a 
aingle day. If Mr. Suhrawardy takes the opportunity of raising this ques- 
tion cm Monday next, 1 will fix a day for its> diadyiloii. W!lk4egttid to 
the rest, 1 have considered them and in my opinion these do not satisly 
the rules and I have disallowed them. 

Mr. N. •« iUHRAWAROYs All other motions? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Yes. 

Hr. H. 1. ttllfflAWARDYl With ngt^^ f 

We u« on the verge of stamtion. 

Wr. MRUTY tRIAKIIIt I urfSpMi .tt^t » 

' iHRffijr worM ud if it oomi^iM with th. nlw. 



Pli] " DB. HOOKBKnEB<S 'if' 

f I luiT« ibrwdy given my oonseiii to Dr. Mookorjee to niftko o 

now there will be a receas for prayer. The Hoase staode adjoarabd for 
15 wiiitatee. 


(After adjournment,) 

Mr# OHARII OHANDRA ROYt Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
more— - 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Roy, my difficulty with regard to 
adjournment motions is this: There will be a statement by a Minister who 
has resigned, and I will haTe to take that up first after the question hour 
and before other business in the agenda; I have already given consent to 
Dr. Mookerjee to make a statement. So 1 cannot take up your motion 
now. I will take it up after the statement is over. 

Mr« H« t« EUHRAWAROYs Certainly, Sir. But what about our 
adjournment motions ^ 

Mr. K. SHAHADUDDINs May I explain about the adjournment motions 
given notice of by our party. May I remind you, Sir, that-in the past when 
Mr. Speaker found the wording of any motion not - proper, he suggested 
amendments and after such amendments were made that motion was 
considered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will consider that. With regard to a 
particular motion I have already said that I have given my consent, hut 
certain modifications are required. 1 will do so after consultation and with 
regard to the others 1 will also consider them if they are in conformity with 
the rules. 

# 

ttaliiiwfit by Dr. iyamigruid Maokarjat on bit raaignatiafi ai Pluaaia 

Miafflar« 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, may 
I with your permission make a statement on the opening day of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly dealing with the circumstances whfeh led to my resignation 
as a Miniater. It is all the more necessary that I should do so since my 
resignation has not been due to any want of confidence in me either by the 
House o# the party to whicffi 1 have the honour to belong. In fact, it kii 
not been due to any difference of opinion either with the Chief Minister or 
any ol my colleagues on any question of public importance. As members 
of the House are aware, I felt compelled to resign first because I found 
that ^ eontinuci policy of tbe British Oovenunent an<3 tlie Obvenmieiit 
in Uiis conntry was to ignore the cladnis of Indkmt to fuller politldal pOwei^, 
to hamiNt go^ govemment consistettt with the true iafteresls oi the people 
ami to weaken the lonm of panic's dafenoe against enemy nggttmkm it 
is nat my intention to mtetnto the patoll tHiibk I bad meotiiniad bit my 
latiiet# iidli^^ iS4iidfai pofi^ 
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lOitliriili inuiiliotts of ibo Ooforsmo&i ol this province, todny lorm pert of 
pioicribod litemiure. A Mmieter’i nooiiMitio]i of autocnitio mianib need 
not be replied to with facte and figttree bat mast be suppressed oa^r arbi- 
* trary rules-^what grander conoeptioi could the British authorities hold 
befine ns of responsible Oovemmeiii in India P 

Suffice it to say that I definitely jegard the authoritiei as lespoiLsibk for 
the present deadlock in India*. The Indian public oti the whole can possibly 
have no sympathy with* any foreign aggressor. The reason is simple and 
straightforward. We di^luj^^Vant a change of masters. We would like 
to see our country attain atfi^eedily as possible that political status which 
is its birthright. There is io lense in our asking to be rid of British control, 
if we simultnneously wish to ourselves under a fresh foreign yoke. 
The deadlock however suits reactionaiy' elements that dominate over 
the Indian administration and t|t is manifest that the British Glovemment 
has no desire to part with pow^.in India. Excuse after excu^c-oa-^iotteit^ 
out for holding India under its libels against the will of her people. What- 
ever British protagonists may say, (iovernment stands unmasked as regards 
its attitude towards India. Indeed, ia this respect, we see no difference 
between its greed and the gre^ri^^e Axis Powers to control and dominate 
over weaker territories for their selfish ends. The reign of repression 
that we have witnessed in India #mce August last has been directed not 
only against a so-called subversive movement but ag^st every form of 
nationalist activities, calculated to mobilise the wilUpower of Indians to 
throw ofi a formgn rule that they intensely dislike. As our British friends 
from a high moral altitude sometimes rebuke Hitler, so let us remind our 
masters that the history of all oppressed countries has for ever shown that 
the greater the repression by the oppressor, the more intense is the urge 
of the oppressed to unite and struggle for their rights. Sufferings of un- 
armed people at the hands of armed oppressors only elevate the former end 
bring the latter into contempt before the bar of world opinion. Tliey may 
for a time over-awe the sufferers. But hatred and bitterness deepen and 
reaction comes sooner than the upholders of tlm rule of ^*might is right'* 
often imagine, which completely upro^ the loose and shaky founda- 
tion on which their (jh^iimment rests. ^ 

It was not however merely on this all^^India policy and its reperouaaions 
in Bengal that 1 fplt o<!^pelled to resign, but there were other dreumetanoes 
which rendered if idposiible for me to continue in office, oenststent with 
my mlf-reepeot. For the first time i n the history of the province repre^ 
•entatives 0 ! large seettons of Hindus, Muslims and ntber oommuaitiM 
eomfaijied to work the piovtiiotal constitution. I do not igaone that the 
Oppoeition today lepvesimts a oonsiderable section of Mualim opinkm in 
Beiigni and to me pereomdly nothing would he of greater eatisfaction Ihnn 
to fit a eomhination of all the Indian elements in the Lmpsletuae, on the 
baeis of a oommmi profremme to %ht to the rights Jpm people in thie 
eiittoel period of the history Ben^^/ln any oaee, eimi^ 

Aeri ire had tomed under the leedmA^ et Mt. A. -iKdli cl i ii i ud 

j i im i thing too hitor to be swnBewed by n eeelto of periieirili' 
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tip iKTcm^e and by no leas a pmoa tbaa ilia hmA <rf praariadlat 
appk^^tioii himself. British rale thrsTas in the ayes of the ootar irorM 
on oonsiaat strifes between Hindus and Muslims. And aean a partial unity 
on the part of members l)elonging to these two great communities sarred as 
a nightmare to those bureaucrats who held in their hands the ^al pbtrars of 
^ng^tration. 


me at this stage briefly refer to the fundaipental features of the 
constitution that governs the administratfoa 6f ‘^n ^||idian province. Indian 
Ministers are trotted out as Mr. Amer^’s shoia-feys when foreign public 
opinion is to be soothed as regards the gran){|^i|k|>pearance of ptoviacial 
autonomy in India. The world is reminded thaf the destinies of millions 
of Indians are in the hands of Indian Miniipra responsible to the liCgisla* 
ture. The true fact hoyever is that while Mfinisters have large responsi- 
bilities and have to justify the conduoAand ^ministrative acts of themselves 
and of irresponsible bureaucrats before tbe'^l^islature and the public, they 
have very little of real power which lies vested i% tlie autocratic hands of 
the Governor of the province concerned. And the Governor has at his beck 
and call the services of a small coterie of unigpipatbetir and unimaginative 
civil servants, utterly oblivious of the jpl^literests of the people of the 
province. Apart from important sectionrf^f the Government of India Act 
which entitle the Goyemcr to act in his d&cretion or in the exercise of hit 
individual judgmenfi |ection 52 clothes him with special responsibilities 
which can be utilis^ by a reactionary Governor, acting in close association 
with his chosen ofEicers in a manner highly detrimental to the intefesti 
of the people. And if 1 may pause here for a moment and ask what 
guarantee is there that an Indian province will get a Governor who has 
the ei^acity, the integrity and the willingness to act as a oonstitational 
hea^« ever ready to establish healthy conventions broadening the base 
of ^e constitution, and not as an arbitrary dictator or as an 
interfering busybody, the answer is that the guarantee is nil. If I aak 
again what protection the people of an Indian provincui^vc U) saye them* 
eelves from the clutches of a Oovemor and his happy family of selected 
civil servants, the answer is 4hat the protection is ai). It I# ccminon 
knowledge that a Governor of an Indian provincj|ii^s«)ieted not always on 
the ground ol merit or breadth of outlook but vjb alien lor personal cou* 
aiderations ami p4itical patron^. Thus a mw|w}>o ^ ||| reason of hie 
administrative, and personal qualities may not eveC&e^nqPmni to become 
a head clerk ''in €liee Street of who by iPeason of hie'eaparnty lOf cmf^itig 
on intrigues and eetting one against the other may it adorn a modeit 
chair in Klyahim Bow ftnds himself raised to the giid^ height ^ Ckifemoe* 
ahip oi an Bidlan province. ShteliM as he it ftoitt puUie criticieMSy 
fosgelfnl ol hie own obvious Hmitatione, be ie em s oewi fid to dk» aete behind 
Mm eoMe whidl fonder him positively dangeione te fte peaee end ti^ullUly 
of the pravinoiiiiofo hie <^arg«. (A voscn: Beeeil him.) 

, ' 

' ' m a Mmieler I^'limid lo'my'iMlif fif^dee Mnd M ' 
rnmif litJ mitliit ■■Ifitng^^ righte and of Ihe iA^er 
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4ti|d«red by Minkten vm invanably subjeet ta revision in tbe lighi td ike 
eomuiel tendered by tbe more trusted members of tbe services whose omhi* 
competence was almost of a divine character-^— 

Mr. A. f. 4TARK1 On a point of order, Sir. I am very sorry to 
Interrupt Dr. Mookerjee. That is the last thingi we would like to do. But 
I should like to draw your attention to rule 12 of the Assembly Prooadure 
Buies which says that no member while speaking may reflect upon the 
conduct of any Governor. I would suggest, Sir, that Dr. Mookerjee is 
infringing that rule. 

Dr. tYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE: Up till now in whatever I have 
said I have not referred to the present Governor of Bengal and if Mr. Stark 
says that the cap fits on the head of the present Governor, it is he who 
infringes the rule and not vjijBelf. 

Mr. A. F. STARK 8 I would not have raised the point of order if 
Dr. Mookerjee’s remarks were generally about Governors but he has stated 
that on many points the advice of the Council of Ministers was neglected. 

Dr. lYAMAFRASAD MOOKIRdEE: By whom? 

Mr. A. F. STARK. By the head of the administration. 

Dr. SYAMAFRASAD MOOKERdEE: I have not yet said so. 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is no reflection if that be 
a fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA lANYAL: Rule 12 (2) (/) says : member while 

speaking may not reflect upon His Majesty the King.’’ Probably the King 
cannot be brought into the distmssions at all, but with regard to the Governor 
a distinction is made, vif., **A member while speaking may not reflect upon 
the conduct of the Governor,*^ that is to say, a specific act which the 
Governor has done may not be brought up as a matter of discussion. 

Mr. DEPUTY iFEAKERs What is your point of order, Dr. BanyalP 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am replying to Mr. Stark's interpre- 
tation, rather misinterpretation, of rule 12. I submit that Dr. Mookerjee 
is entirely within his rights even within the rule. 

Mr« TUL8I DNANDRA C08WAMI8 Sir, may 1 say mmeUing on this 
point as one who has had some experience of legislative work. In tbe 
Central Legislature, when Sir Frederick W^hjte was the Fremdent, this 
qneation cropped up once very seriously and it was debated npod. We were 
iieeumng the Indian eonstitutioa and its future and a point of order wa« 
ff^Md that theoonduet of the Governor-General was being queotioaed. Hia 
mling definitely waa that il a aubject under discuaaicm ii permiisibk mtek^ 
that rule must be interpreted liberally; that is to say unless and until an 
hononrahle mombir imputes imiiure motiwrn to tbe flowmnot ^laniiidl l^ 

' eondupt is not,; junt bocauat mi the mle^ beyond the ecepn 
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tbe fact that he has done oomething i» not Uko la ohecene word not 
lieim^ssihle in polite society. That was the mling of Sir Frederick Whyte 
ind it still holds in the Central liegislative Assembly. 


Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: For the information of h|r. Stark and for 
the information of the House 1 can say this. Contrary to aH conventions in 
the past I asked Br. Mookerjee to give me an advance copy of the statement. 
I have read that statement and I have scrutinised it. I am following him 
even now word for word. In ray opinion whatever he has .said is necessary 
for his explanation of his resignation. That is absolutely necessary and in 
my opinion there is no imputation of ally impure motive. As regards the 
ruling referred to by Mr. Goswami, I have got it before me. Every parlia- 
mentarian knows it and knows it very well. My ruling on this point is 
that I do not find anything wrong in Br. Mookerjee 's statement and I 
therefore allow Br. Mookerjee to continue his speech . I hope members will 
allow him to continue uninterruptedly. 

Dr. EYAMAPRASAO MOOKERJEE: J.et me make it clear beyond 
dispute that I do not charge public servants as a class with having failed to 
respect the spirit of provincial autonomy in this province. I know of officers, 
British and Indian, whose services have been of inestimable value to the 
province. My charge is directed against a coterie of officials forming the 
Fourth Estate or the Real Estate, who today exercise a malign influence 
over the affairs of the province, and acx?ording to the language of the Defence 
of India Rules, are dangerous men. I cannot jwssibly discuss all the details 
of the provincial administration in respect of which the farcical state of a 
Government within a Government has been tlie main characteristic. But 
matters related not only to the Department of Law and Order but also the 
other departments. The keynote of the policy of interference was that people 
of the land were not to be trusted and power, whenever possible, must remain 
in the hands of chosen British officials (Br. Naunaksha Ranyal; And non- 
officials also) enjoying the confidence of the Governor and his coterie. 

In the matter of release of {xditical prisoners the Ministers were anxious 
to pursue a policy which while fully consistent with the jjresent way emer- 
gency would at the same time help to mobilise public opinion of all shades 
in favour of the defence of the province against Axis aggression. Whether 
the recommendations affe(;ted the general State policy or individual caees^ 
systematic obstruction came from the permanent oilMals, whom Ministera 
could not remove, ultimately backed by the support of the head of the 
proyincial administration. 

'j%e revised scheme of Home Guards approved by the CoiULcil cl 
Ministers^ calculated to lay the foundation of a people’s army, irreipeettv«^ 
of caste,* community or politics, was summarily rejected by the Governor 
iaaemteh as the stalwarts of the Depaftmeiit ^ Law and Order were not 
fiiapared to trust Bengalees to unite in the defence of their otni nsotherlali#^ 
or^ is iaaiiit«ini]% tntemaJ security. The present situation tegaidfig 
«ii eu^^ ol ^esentini comiinMlitiM his ^ken ioote turn. Bit 

hands e#^the Governor and policy of hlTOwr^silliilt 
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officials whom the Ministry was bound to accept, whether it liked them or 
not, have been mainly responsible for the lack of coordination and for the 
failure to draw up a comprehensive scheme for the relief of the people at 
large. 

When the political disturbances due to the Congress decision in August 
had not broken out, the [wlicy of combating the movement was outlined by 
the Oovernment of India and such is the nature of responsible Government 
functioning in this unfortunate laud that that communication was not 
allowed to he placed before the Council of Ministers in spite of repeated 
demands made by the Chief Minister himself. (Cries of “Shame, shame”.) 
A coterie of public servants could h<>wever see this document and they were 
ready with plans and proposals. But Ministers were allowed access to it 
only after the jx)licy had been given effect to by the Government of India on 
August 9, last. In the matter of appointments, an Indian Civil Servant, 
who was a Bengali, could easily be superseded by the decision of the 
Governor in spite of ministerial advice, on the plea that all appointments 
and transfers were to be made by the Governor acting in his own discretion 
under the Government of India Act. One may stop here and ask, is that 
discretion intended to he exercised only in favour of protecting the vested 
interests of chosen officers or the interest of members belonging to the 
Governor’s own community P Another British Civil Servant (a DiitSlot^ 
Magistrate) had the audacity to put down in writing that the rates of pay- 
ments made to the unfortunate evacuees of Eastern Bengal were much higher 
than what they deserved and as “an Imperial officer”, — the words are not 
mine but his — and who will dare say after this that Imperialism will ever 
die on the soil of India— as an Imperial officer he refused to caCtry .oui the 
orders of the Provincial Government. This officer still remains, in power 
and enjoys a position of great trust and responsibility. Cases of oppression 
have taken place and there has been a singular obstinaoj^ on the part of the 
same coterie I have mentioned, to re.si8t any enquirj into such allegations. 

' A Bengali officer enjoying a comparatively subordinate status had the 
courage to complain about the highhandedness of the military in some area 
in Eastern Bengal and , the wrath of the coterie fell on him and he was 
ordered a summary transfer. When higher officials oppressed the people 
and transfer and enquiry were demanded, prestige stood in Hie way and 
truth and justice had to he sacrified at it.s altar. This state of demoralisation 
and open defiance of Momentary canons of discipline are due to the support 
that the coterie expects to get over the head of the Ministers themselves. 
Intimate consultation between Government House and the Secretariat 
behind the back of Ministers was a regular feautre and very often the files 
themselves bore the evidence of carefully prepared designs for thwarting 
popular demands. 

The history of imposition of collective fines is another chapter of deli- 
kmie violation of justice and fairplay. My comments on this matter were 
distorted in some quarters. The Hindus were singled out for maaa punkh- 
mant in respect of collective fines. I never suggested for a moment that the 
vsnedy was the inclusion of Muslims as a whole. My claim has been and ii 
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todtty that fines should be impoiied only on persons who can be held to be 
giolt^' according to the provi.^^ions of the Ordinance. There should be no 
imposition based on conimunal considerations. Just as innocent Muslims 
should be excluded, so also innm'ent Hindus ‘should be excluded, unless the 
policy of Government is to terrorise the Hindus as a community. We as 
Ministers asked for the whole policy being reconsidered by Cabinet and 
demanded a correct application of the Ordinance in suitable c ases. Would 
it surprise the Ijegislative Assembly to know that while the Oov'ernor was 
willing to have the matter con.sidered by Cabinet, he informed the Ministers 
without any ambiguity that whatever (’abinet might clecude, fines already 
im}KHed must be ccdlected and the policy already adopted must continue. 
(Cries of “Shame, shame*'.) If nec’essarv he was prepared to pass ordeis 
under his special responsibility. * 

The House will rec'all that in course of a recent clisc‘u«Hion the Indian 
members of the I legislature belonging to 111 groups pressed (lovernment for 
liberalising the conditions for admission to the Army and fc.r taking steps 
for organising a national militia which would he charged with the solemn 
duty of defending our hearth and home. The Ministry unanimonsly advo- 
cated the creation of .such a militia hut there was systematic! 
obstructinn from higher c|iiarters. Want ot arms and ammunitions, want 
ui txlilieili, want of time were some of the pleas that were put forward time 
after (ime. We were reminded that the tusk of urmc*d defence might be left 
in the hmds of non-Bengalees and we in our turn c^oulcl well prepare the 
minds of the people for putting forw’ard an effective passive resistanc'e, 
should the enemy ever penetrate into our laud. The real reason was not a 
sudden aSociion for the doctrine of non-violence discovered hy British repre- 
sentatives in this provint^e, for Knglancl would not rightly agree to follow 
it in her own case. It was deep-rooted distrust of Bengalees, be they 
Hindus or Muslims, that justified a delilwrate polic y of ema.sculation of the 
manhood of thfs land. 

The Denial Policy and the iK'hemc*s for compulsory evacuation for 
military purposes have caused the greatest possible hardship to thousands 
of [KK>r people in Bengal. The Council of Ministers prepared a unanimous 
note indicati^ with sufficient clearness that the ^)enial Policy which was 
the outcome of a theory of defeatism could easily be avoided c*onsis<ent with 
military requirements. That memorandum was not even forwarded to the 
Government of India and the advice of the Ministers, though it ultimately 
seiured some alteration in the detailed application of the policy, c*ould not 
undo the total mischief which has caused an unprec^edented so<.!ial and 
economic disaster in many parts of Bengal. 

Lastly, let me refer to Midnapore. I do not for a moment ignore that 
the political disturbances in some parts of this district were of a serious 
character. One can well understand any legitimate steps taken to combat 
lawleMness and open defiance of authority. But if a section of the tieople 
challenged Govemneat, the local ofiieers were themselves reported to have 
brohtn the basic canons of civilised administration and carried on a releat- 
less campaign of leprassion, irrespective of the guilt of the people oenceftted. 
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Sliooting of innocent people^ looting and destruction of property, instigating 
one community against the other, attacks on women, these were amongst the 
charges that reached us from various independent sources, many of whom 
lent no support whatsoever to any subsersive movement. Detailed informa- 
tion was handed over to us, including lists of houses that were raided and 
burnt (by or under the direction of the police and the military. I handed 
over one such long list 1o some of the highest officials in the Home Depart- 
ment on the very day of the fateful cyclone ot 16tl^ctober and urged them 
to see that the barbarous acts coniplained of came to a stop immediately. 
Then came the terrible blow from nature on 16th October last. One would 
have thought this natural catastrophe, which had (‘aused such enormous 
destruction of life and property, would also serve to wash away all the 
bitterness and the sore from the minds of the officials and the lot^al public 
alike and bind them together in mdde determination to alleviate human 
sulfeiing. The callousness that 1 witnessed on the part of aonuyof the offi- 
cials from the highest to the lowest in the face of this terrible blow was 
sonietJaiig unparallelled in the annals of eivilised administration. We 
have been taught to hate Nazi horrors. But the horrors of oppression under 
British rule that Bengal and India witnessed during the last five montlis 
compare very iavouruhly with the reports that British propagandists 
circulate about .Axis tortuies in lands under tlieir occupation. 

I beg of the House t(» understand one point in this connection. It is 
true that some of the officers posted in the district of Midnapore are Muslims; 
hut tnv attack has not heeu against Muslim officers as such. Indeed, the 
number of Hindu officers against whom allegations W(‘re made are greater in 
number; and what to say of the British officers, specially at the headquarters, 
whose su]ireme indifferen<*e, if hostility, was a sad commentary on the 
low level to which British traditions have sunk in this country. My attack 
is again.st the officers as siK'h, irrespective of their politics or racial or 
c<mimunal attachment. 

My first charge about Midnapore is the criminal and deliberate delay in 
publishing the news of the havo<- caused on 16th October. The Defence of 
India Hule.s have been misapplied in many directions. But a more disgrace- 
ful application of these -rules has not taken [)hu*e anywhere in India. The 
happy family of civil servants suppressed the news for nearly a fortnight. 
Even appeals for help were not allow ed to see the lig ht of the day. The 
explanation that was given was ifflerly devoid of justification. The fact 
remains that most valuable time was thus lost and t>eople suffered and died 
for want of co-ordinated and organi.sed relief. The District Officer himself 
failed to rise equal to the occasion and his previous prejudice against the 
people, who were called reliels, prevented him from doing what any resptm- 
sible officer was hound to do to mitigate the sufferings of the people. Some 
roads were cleared by him and he took some further action. But his frame 
of niiffd was made known to us when' he sent his report recommending that 
in view of the political misdeeds of the j)eople not only should Oovanunent 
withhold relief, but it should not permit any non-official organisation to 
conduct relief in the affected area for one month. The Governor himsdt 
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after r^fnainini? silent for an amazingly Innpr period called for the (‘o-o}wra* 
tion of all se<*tions of the people for (‘onductin^'- relief operations. But tliere 
was repeated ohstru(‘tion \vh<*n we attempted to create an atmosphere in this 
district whi<'h would have f)laced all politieal contnoersies int(» the back- 
ground and roused the people to a united sense ot cor|>orate activity in 
organising and distributing relief. Three of the Ministers including tnysidf 
were in Midnapore about V2 days after the cyclone. The stitt\‘rings of the 
people that we witnessed were bey<»nd descri])f ion. Belief was then iu a 
hopeless state of confusion and i)eople were denied the barest facilities for 
movement and w(»rk. We <liscussed matters ^^ith leaders inside and outside 
the jail. I found that there was a genuine an\iet\ on tl.e part of all to 
work together fpp-alleviaticm of the great sulfeiing that fell on the people (»t 
the districh/^Vhat was wanted was « little bold, imagination on the part 
of (jovernmeiit. After we returned to (‘alcutta, for tw(» da>s we dis(‘usstal 
the situation with the high (‘oinniand of the happy coterie at the Secretariat, 
and I felt disgusted at the obstructive and unrealistic attitude of these 
so-called public servants. The Thief Minister agreed with the policy of 
help and syjiipatliy that wc recommended. But here again we were 
prevented from doing what statebinunship and justice hoth demanded. Not 
only was the political situation not eased in spite of offer of co-operation of 
a larg’e nuniher of political prisoners and inan\ jicople outside the jail, hut 
(iovernment pursued the mad alid .sinister pedicy of relief h\ day, and raid 
and repression by night. A systematic burning and looting cd bouses — 
and I make this statement w'ith a full sen.se of deliberation — of all condi- 
tions of people had gone on unhridlt‘d before the c’yclone; even after the 
cyclone, T feel asliamed to state, this was pursued in some parts of the clistrict 
in spite of (Tovernment orders to the contrary. 1 liavc myself made 
enquiries, and I have in my possession names of perscins who were raidc*d, 
robbed and humiliated before and after eyedone. (hipies of some of 
the lists I had persf)iially handed over to high officials, hut I have never 
been informed as regards the action taken against the offenders who 
masqueraded in the garb of upholders of law’ and order. Indeed, allegations 
of oppression were made by people in our presence and in the presence of 
local officers, but we were helpless to give them relief. I shall not di.scuss 
this aspect of the question in further details hec'ause Midnaperre will, I dare 
say, figure in the debates of this ses-sion. I shall end by saying that e%'eri 
about a month ago^reports of raids on villages had reached us and thev 
disclosed most lamentable incidents of rape and outrage* of helpless women 
carried on systematically by the guardians of law ami order. I hare with 
me the statement of the sufferers themselves, and they constitute a disgrace 
on the Oovemment of this country. The fwlice would not record their 
statements, and there is none to give them protection against the brutal iticMi 
committed by the pillars of democracy and liberty. 1 wrote to the Thief 
Minister almost immediately after the oc’ciirrence, and 1 am waiting to 
know from him what has been the fate of any enquiry that might have been 
made into the allegations. Yesterday it was the Muslim women of Kaftem 
Bengal who were the victims. Today it is the Hindu women of Midnapore 
wlio have shared the same fate. I have often wondered during the last few 
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W€«k» what would have happened if even one single white woman had been 
the victim of the lust and cruelty of people supported by the Government of 
the day. The press is gagj^ed. Public opinion is muMled. But this House 
is yet beyond the jurisdicti(»n of the Defence of India Rules. We should 
unanimously demand an independent encjuiry into all such incidents. 
Indeed, let us know, let the world know the whole truth about Midnai>ore, 
not through carefully prepared rejM)rt8 of tlie culprits themselves or of their 
supiK»rters, but through the agency of an impartial and independent tribunal 
who would give the fullest prote<‘tion to the people who would either 
complain or depose against officials. 

The j)icture of jjrovincial autonomy that I have imperfectly painted is 
only illustrative and not exhaustive. The charges that I have thought it 
niy duty to bring forward are of a severe chara(‘ter, and I have done so with 
a full sense of responsibility. I would much like the personages whose acts 
and policies 1 have criticised to come and stand face to face before the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly, whicb after all is the only representative body 
of the people of this province under tlie existing constitution. Would they 
dare do iil^ Would they e-veii dare meet an informal assembly of its members 
and justify what they are doing They have the supreme advantage of 
indulging in their designs behind the screen and setting up Hoii’ble 
Ministers before the House to defend tliem. What the Ministers will say 
or do, I do not know. But I would ask them with all the earnestness at my 
command that their loyalty to their country demands of them to state 
categorically how they are being hampered carrying on a sound 
administration of the province, calculated to adiruBce the welfare of the 
people. 

When we come here as members of the legislature, we seek to reach the 
goal of our national freedom through the path of constitutional struggle. 
The history of countries, whicb still form part of the British Empire but 
had to wring from unwilling hands the charter of their liberty, affords 
glorious examples of constitutional struggle and victory. One has to read 
the histories of Canada and Australia for the purpose of recalling how sharp 
was the difference between legal power and constitutional right in these 
Dominions and how even many a Governor was actually recalled at the 
instance of the legislature for their flagrant acts of arbitrary dictatorship. 
Even in England a king had to take his eternal rest when he came into an 
open clash with the people, who favoured their own rights and liberties more 
than their loyalty to the sovereign. The Government of India Act of 
will not indicate the manner and method of fighting for our constitutional 
rights. The legislatures of India will have to create new usages and conven- 
tions and demand the abrogation of arbitrary rule, even though the perpe- 
trators of misdeeds feel themselves temporarily secure amidst the protecting 
corridors of Government House and the Bengal Secretariat. After all, what 
is it that we want in this province and country of oursP We have as much 
right to throw off the yoke of British domination as England is anxions to 
save heiuel! from Hitler’s profane hands. Are we to be guilty of treason or 
branded as fifth* columnists if we re<^ho President BooeavaH^s historio 
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uttmnce that it ia much better for a nation to die etandingr on its feet than 
to Bw on its bended knees? We claim the liberty to sha[)e the administra-* 
tive policy of this province in accordance with* the real needs of the people* 
We want that the will of the ijeople will Ih* re(le<‘ted truly and fondbly in 
the voices of the members of the lejfislature. and unmindful of all conse- 
quences, its members will ('ompel the executive to prcn^eed on lines whidll aro 
in accordance with national interests. If in the process of so doinft« tho 
legislature finds disturliers and obstructionists, seated on high j>edestala 
standing in the way, it must fearlessly demand their removal from office. 
After all we have witnessed how sfHH'iul res]K)nsibilities, now lying heavily 
on high shoulders, were (juietly and hurriedlv given the go-bye in the 
adjoining territ(»ry of Burma and the grand protectors of that <‘ountry UH)k 
to their heels, leaving the people (»f Burma to their fate, and incidentally 
to Japan. Today there is only one consideration that we shall demand to 
see fulfilled and that is unswerving loyalty to the interest of the people of the 
country. If an official however high, fails to d«> so, he is the worst 
Quisling imaginahle and he has no place in this pn)vince. I>et me make 
this appeal to all sections of this House so that we may unite in our own 
stiuggle to uproot tyranny and oppression. We have often fought with 
each other and thereby not only weakened ourselves hut have strengthened 
those reactionary forces who.se very continuance depends on our differenoeB. 
Today in the crisis that threatens us, not as Hindus or Muslims hut a§ 
Bengalees and Indians, let us demand the inauguration of an administration 
which will recognise our just economic and jaditical rights. A Hindu and 
a Muslim may differ many things. But do they not e((uu]ly detest 
slavery — and it is for ending the state of intolerable slavery tliat 1 am 
asking for your support and co-operation. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I know whether Government will 
allow the full speech of Dr. Mookerjee to be published in the press? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I cannot say that. 

Dr. lYAMAPRAIAD MOOKERJEE: There was one special motion, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall consider that later. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: May I repeat the question which hae 
been put by Mr. Aiul Chandra Sen? I would like to know from the Chief 
Minister who is also the Home Minister whether he will allow the statement 
of Dr. Mookerjee to be printed in full in the press. I want a reply now if 
convenient. 

Tilt HilPMe Mr . A. K. PAZLUL HUfl: I would like to consider that 
point. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: He cannot answer that off-hand. He wilt 
oounder the point and make a statement later on. Tke Booae etanda 
adjourned— (Uproar. ) 



DB. MOOKEEJESiS S6SIQNATI0N. 


[r2TH Feb., 


m 

lirt ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI* Mr. Def)uty Speaker, the Houae can- 
not adjourn. The .speeches made in this House are privileged, and I beg of 
^ou, Sir, to stand up for the rights and privileges of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTr SPEAKER: Yes. 1 will see to that. 

(The House was then adjourne«l for It) minutes for Magrib prayer.) 

( A fier adjournment. ) 

Mr. K. 8HAHABU0DIN: It is u Parliament ary convention that the 
Prime Minister — in our case the (’hief Minister — re])lies to a statement made 
by a Minister who resigned and made his statement. We want to know 
if in this case the Hon’ble (^hief Minister is goirjg to make a reply to the 
atatement made by Dr. Syamaprasad M(K)kerjee. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The convention, as far as I can ascertain, 
is this: In the past tliree Ministers had resigned and they made their state- 
ments successively. Of course under the rules it is permissible that a 
Minister can make a reply to tlie statement made by the Minister who has 
resigned. Hut here there is no such convention. In tlm past tlie Hon’ble 
Mr. Nauslier Ali resigned, the Hon’ble Mr Shamsmidin resigned and then 
the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Uanjan Sarker resigned, and all of them made their 
siatements. On each occasion there was only oim‘ statement and there was 
no other statement. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: With due deference to you, Sir, mu\ 1 beg 
to point out that in the case (»f Mr. Nausher Ali and Mr. Shamsuddin the 
then Chief Minister did n‘pl\ and in the case of Mr. Nalini Hanjan Sarker 
the Chief Minister was absent and in his absence the then Finance Minister, 
Mr. Suhrawardy, did reply to the statement, and 1 again beg to siibmit that 
it is a very well-establisluMl Parliamentary convention that a reply is given 
by the Chief Minister to a statement like this and specially in this case, 
in Dr. Mookerjee’s statement explaining the reasons for his resignation, 
there have been very serious and grave charges against permanent officials 
and the head of the executive. Tlierefore, we think this House is entitled to 
know whether the Chief Minister is going to answer or his silence should 
be taken as supporting and uccepthig the versiou of^hat statement. 

Th« HoiPble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I know very well that 
the words of the Chief Minister are very sweet to the Opposition, and I can 
realise that they are on the tenter-hooks of impatience whether the Chief 
Minister will make u statement which will shake the Cabinet and give the 
Opposition an opportunity of coming into power. (Interruptions.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. 1 would ask members not to use any 
language which is unparliamentary. 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN l Will you, Sir, kindly ask the Chief Minister 
to iddress the House in a manner which is befitting his position? 
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tllowM to make his sUtemeni unintemiptedl^r./^ It t« you who wanted his 
statment and therefore you should hear him patiently. 


Hfi H. tt 8UHRAWARDY: AVe wish to hear the Hon'ble Chief 
Minister uninterruptedly, but we would also like you to look at the Chief 
Minister when he i*» adtlressinj? the House and re<]ue$t him to do so 
decorously. 


The Hoii’bie Mfi A« K. FAZLUL HUQs 1 shall consent to make a 
statement if my friends who are anxious to liear me behave properly. Now 
Sir, I think I cati sa\ that the iHCcasion whicdi has comjtelled my frietid, 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee tf> make hi^ statement i# of an exceptional 
character. Fortunately for us these occasions do not arise every dav, and 
it is not possible therefore to guide our policy in tbe light of previous state- 
ments made on .similar occasions. I know, Sir. that there is a rule which 
permits an\ Minister to make a statement after a Minister who has resigned 
his office has made a statement explanatory of the circumstunces which led 
to his resignation. I know I have got that privilege, and I cun avail 
myself of that privilege or I may not, but on this occasion I can tell the 
House that I did not know before the statement was made what actually 
Hr, Mookerjee was going to say. I have not been able to (M>nsider care- 
fully all the parts of the statement relating to various matters, and 1 pro- 
pose to consider that statement very carefnll\. As at present advised, I 
feel that 1 ^hall have to make a statement. When I will make that state- 
ment and in what connection, it i.s a mutter entirely for me to decide. 1 
promise I will make a statement later on. 

As regards another matter about which .some of my friends have been 
anxious to know I wish to make the (iovernnient position clear, that is, as 
regards the publication this statement, (tovernment have not been in a 
position to consider this .statement as I have already said because the 
statement was not with us before. We did not know tbe statement before 
it was actually made in the House. The statement is a privilegefl one, and 
it can be published or it may not be published according as the Speaker 
directs. If the speech i.s published outside, there is no privilege and if any 
newspaper wd.shes to publish it, it can do so on its own responsibility. If 
the statement does not attract any provisions of any law or rules made 
under any law, there would be no trouble. But if after consideration Gov- 
ernment find that many portions of the statement do attract penal provi- 
sions of any law, it would lie for the Government to decide what action it 
will take. Briefly stated, therefore, we say nothing at the present moment 
one way or the other. Newspapers are at liberty to consult whomsoever 
they like and publish the statement, but if they do publish it will be on 
their own responsibility. 

Ofa NALINAKSHA SANYALs Do we take it that so far as Govern- 
ment are concerneii there will l)e no instructions issued, particularly from 
the Press Adviser, and that the newspapers would be entirely left to publish 
it or not on their own responsibility? 
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Tht Hm'M Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I vouU tmk tlw Ptm Adtiser 

»o1 to volunWr hi» ailvice. The Press Adriser would keep silent, and it is 
for the press to decide what they will do. 

Mr.'AIOUR RAHMAN 8I0DIQI: May I draw your attention to the 
very Meriou.s contentH of tbe stateineiit that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has 
made todax P We understood that all utterances in this House were pri- 
vileged and that publication f»f these under parliamentary practice was also 
privilej(ed. May 1 ask him to tell the House whether the executive can 
take away this privilege from us of publishing a statement of the character 
which has just now* been made before the House? 

Mr. OIPUTY SPEAKER : With regard to the publication of the pro- 
ceedings of this House I can assure you that the statement wull he published, 
but so far as its publication in the press is concerned, the responsibility 
does not lie with me. The parliameiitarx practice, I agree with you, is that 
when a statement is made in the House (Government should not suppre.ss it. 
But as an ohl parliamentarian Mr. Abdur Uahmuu Siddiqi knows very well 
that in the House of Commons there have been manx cases of defamation 
arising out of publishing statements made in the House of (’ommons out- 
side. So I will not take any responsibility so far as its publication outside 
the House is concerned. But I can a.ssure the House once again that it 
will be part of the proceedings toto, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Even a reproduction will not be 
privileged P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: (M course all the privileges will be there. 
It will be published in the otticiul pn)ceeiling.s volume which will be 
available for sale. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: You hold that when the official 
volume is published, tiie reproduction will l>e correct ; but what about its 
reproduction tonight by the press P If Dr. Mookerjee’s speech is not pub- 
lished tomorrow, the privilege of the House in \our view is not disturbed 
in any manner if the Executive G<»vernment suppress it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May we have further enlighteument 
from the Hou’ble the Chief Minister through you, SirP The very mention 
that he has made about the newspapers <ir the press itself on its own respon- 
sibility w'anting to know' what (hey should do, or seeking the advice of the 
Press Adviser — is that a mild hint, or a suggestion, or a threat, or is it 
just to allow them to umlerstand their owji position correctly? 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: I will modify my statement 
further. The Press Advi.ser might tender an advice, but will not enforce 
any order. It will then be for the Press people to decide whether they will 
^ his advice or not. 
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llr« DEPUTY SPEAKER! Mr. Alxlur Itahinau Siddiqi, all that I caa 
iiay in tbe matter i«^ml it my personal opinion — that if the statement 
is not allowed to be published out'^Me, it will he a curtailment of the 
priTilejire^i of thin H<)Uf*e. 


Queetioii of Privilogo. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 n>e on a {mint of privilege, Sir. 
Fridays are allotted for non-otticial buNine>.s. but on this occasion we have 
dealt with some (i(»\enmiein business. 

Mfa DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have got an assurant'e that f<»r this parti- 
cular Frida\ which ha*, been devotetl t«> (ioverniuent business ytm will get 
another non-official day. 

Application for Laawe of Absonoo. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly 
do permit Mr. Ibulul Cliandra tianguly. I'ej ►resen ting the East liengal 
Municipal (ieiierul ( oiistituencv , and Mr. Inaiiendrn ( hnndra Majumdar, 
representing Mymensingb Ka-'t tJeneral t'onstituenc.N , to Ih» absent for the 
period from Kitlt. February, HM*, till the end of the present session fur 
which the\ find they are unable to attend the meetings of the Assembly. 

The motion was juit ami agreed to 

Tho Bongal Motor Vohioloi Ruloti 1948. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In accordance with the pro- 
visions of sub-section (J) of section Idd of the Bengal Motor Vehicles Act, 
1939, I lay before (be flousi* the amMidiueiits to (he Bengal Motor Vehicles 
Rules, 1943. made by the Governor under the provisions of the Act. 


SPECIAL MOTION. 

Past undortahin by Mr. GancBii and hit imoondltioiMil ralaaaa. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Syainaprasad Mookerjee. 

Mr. A. F, STARK. Before Dr. Mookerjee moves his motion would you 
inform us how this motion is admissible ^ Rule %(ii) states that “no 
motion shall be a<lmissible if it relates to a matter which is not primarily 
the <‘oncern of the Provincial tioverninent.” I would also like to draw 
your attention, Sir, to the last two lines of rule which says that 

special motions shall not )>e moved except with the consent of the Speaker 
ajid of the Minister to whose (lepartraeut the motion relates. Could you say 
to which Minister and whi»'h department this motion relates and how is it 
a matter which primarily comerus the Provincial (iovemnient f 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Stark, I shall have to tell you that 
tbia motion which requires the consAil of the Speaker and of the Minister 
in charge of the Home Department has already received my consent and 
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also the consent of the Minister concerned— I mean, of the Hon^ble the 
Chief Minister. With regard to time and date of discussion, the Hon’ble 
Minister lias no objection to this motion being moved today. With regard 
to your point that it is not primarily the concern of this Government, I 
hold tfiat the fast of Mr. Gandhi and it.s consequences may have repercus- 
sions in thi*^ province also and, therefore, I have given niy consent to this 
motion, and possibly from tliat consideration the Hon’ble Minister has also 
given his consent. As regards the time, the Hon’ble Minister has stated 
in writing that he has no objeidion to the motion being moved after today’s 
business is finished. Therefore, I have now called on Dr. Mookerjee to 
move his jnotion. 

Dr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir. I beg to move the following 
motion under section thi of the Assembly Procedure Rules: — 

“This As.seinbl,\ is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should 
immediatel^ take iiecessarv steps to rejiresent t(* the (yovernment ot India 
that in view of the fast undertaken by Mahatma Gandhi in the present 
state of In'* healtli he should be unconditionally released forthwith.” 

Sir, lei me make it clear in th»‘ first place that this resolution is not 
intended to raise any controversial political issue. The life of one of the 
greatest men of the age is today at stake. That life <(msidered valuable- 
aiid sacred by millions of men irTes|H*ctive of casti*, religion and politics can 
be saved from an impending peril b\ hi.s immediate ndease Bengal wants 
her voice to be added to the demand of the rest of India that Mahatma 
Gandhi 1 h‘ forthwith released from detention and the fast brought to an 
immediate end. Already the relations between the Government and the 
jieople are sufficiently straimnl, and we do not want an\ further ex|>erimenta. 
fion to be made with Mahatma Gandhi’s life which ma\ well embitter mutual 
xelations to an extent from which recoveiy will be impossible. I hoi>e, Sir, 
this resolution will be suppoited from all sides of the House and carried 
without mucli <liscussion. 

Khwaja 8tr NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, in according our support to the 
mtdiou we want to make our position clear. As is widely known, we are 
strongly oppOM'd to the political st.-iinl taken by Mr. Gandhi and his 
followers, but in deference to the strong ft*elings of reverence entertained 
by a large section of oMr Hindu brethren towards his person we associate 
ourselves with the motion. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Sjieaker, Sir, I nse to 
support tlie motion that has been moved by Dr. S\amaprasad Mookerjee. 
To us who belong to the Indian National Congre.<<s and have the honour to 
be Mahatmaji’s followers anytliing comerning him is so personal that I do 
not wish to say much. I do not wish, following the example of 
Dr. Mookerjee, to raise any controversial matters on this octtosion. Sir, 
Mahatma Gandhi is well over .seventy years of age: he is not strong enough 
today to stand the strain of even a limited fast. It is true that he has 
already declared that it is not going to 1>e a fast unto death. It is also true 
that he has expressed his intention to survive this ordeal. But, Sir, 
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conwderinff the condition of ]m lienllh, we have apprebeniioua that a 
disaater may hap[>en and (*ollapse may come i|uickly and collnpw* may come 
all of a sudden. God forbid, if that hapj>ens, I do not want to anticipate 
what will l>e the repercussions. I am not usin^f any threat, but the possi- 
bility of uji iinpeudinj» tragedy (»verwbehns me and. I am sure, almost 
everybody is this House. Sir. I do not want it to be said later on about 
this House that it neitlier realised the gravity of the situation nor appre- 
ciated the value of this life ami did nothing to prevent a second crucifixion 
of flesh. I hope, Sir, tlial this motion would be accepted by the Houae 
uuanimoiHl\. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. lk*put\ S|M*akei. Sir, we greatly deplore 
the de<‘i.si(m which has been made by Mabatma tiaiidbi to enter upon this 
dangerouf* fast, arid «e are equalh greatlv comeriietl at the risks to which 
he has exposiMl his healtli in liiN later \ears. But, Sir, we think that a 
reasonable wa\ out has iilrea<l\ been provided to him by the Government at 
India. Tlie\ have alrea<l\ agreed that if lie wishes to fast outside, then 
they will udease liim foi tliat purposi*. We I'oiisider that that offer is 
capable of leasomible acceptance, ami we do not consider that we in tins 
llouw* should forward the recomniemlation which has been projmsed and 
therefore with the greatest re«.jn‘ct ami aii.\iet\ for Mahatma Gandhi we in 
this jmrty feel that we cannot support this motion. We therefore oppose 
the motion. 


The Hofl’hle Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, on behult ot the part\ to which J have the honour to belong 1 whole- 
heartedly asso( iate myselt with the nnitioii so e|o(|uentl\ moved hy 
Dr. Syamapru-ail Mookerjee and s«i ald\ supported b\ in\ I'steemed 
friend Mr. Kiraii Saiikar Hov. The calamity that is imjiending over this 
tounti} has got tn lie averted and this Assmnbly has only done its barest 
<tuty f)^ bringing the mattei up so promineiitl> Iwdore tlie House in the 
-hape of a motion whic h Dr. Mookerjee has placed liefore us. 

Tht Hofi’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 wholeheartedly 
hupjMirt the motion that has been ably moved by mv friend 
Dr. M ookerjee. 

Sir, I do n<»t want to introduce any controversial issues. I only say that 
Vahatnlaji^s life is a valuable as.set for the nation. hVu- very many years 
1 act^epted him as the leader of the movement when I was in the Congress. 
Even today I believe his life is a valuable asset for the nation, 1 whole- 
heartedly support the motion. 

Mr. SYED iADRUDOOdA; .Sir, on liehalf of the Progres.sive Assembly 
Party to 'Which I have the Inmour to belong, I wholeheartedly associate 
myself with the feeling that has l>eeu expressed in this House by various 
section.H. While fully appreciating the importance of such a life, I want to 
make it clear on the floor of this House that I dissociate myself entirely from 
the politics of Mabatma Gandhi and do not .subscribe to his school of 
thought. But this is no reason why I should not associate myself with the 
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views expressed by leaders representing various sections of tliis House in 
favour of one of the greatest men of the East who has done so much for 
humanity's cause. 

The HoiPbii Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, after all that has been 
said, there remains very little for me to say 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, 1 am very sorry to interfere. 
May I riH<‘ on a point of orders Can Ministers belonging to the Council of 
Ministers speak in this House as leaders of different sections of parties 
supporting the Government?' My humble view is, Sir, that a Minister 
sitting on the Treasuiy Bench can speak onl\ on ])ehalf of the Government 
and not on behalf (d any party or section. Therefore, Sir, I should like to 
have your ruling whether the statements of the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basil, the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed and now the (’hief Minister 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yon do not know what I am 

going to sa\. \V]i\ do you anticijiate \i'f 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sit. i am here to establish my 
privilege ns a member of this House. I want u>ti to tell me 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I rise on .i point of order. 
He has not heard what I am going to sa\ . 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Are the\ speaking-and they must 
be taken as .speaking — on bebalf (d the Goiernnieiit 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. siddiqj, in part I agree with you. 
ilon’ble Minislejs liave got l\\(» tunctions. Tlie\ are here repre.senting the 
Government and on that point I eniireli ugn‘e with >ou. Whatever they 
say, they say on behalt ot the (iovernment ami it will be presumed that 
they su} on behalf (d the Government. But if lhe\ on some occasions want 
to e-\erci.s 4 » their fum tion as leaders (d certain groups and want to speak on 
behalf of certain parties, the\ are entitled to do so and I cannot prevent 
them. As regards the ('hiet Minister, urn ha\<' not lusird anything. 

Thf Hon’bl# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The (d)jection should have 

been taken when the two Ministers made their statements, I was going to 
say soimdliing when I was interrupteil. 

Sir, one point i.s absolutely clear. If the ( entral (joveriiment takes 
action in an\ matter in any particular direction, it is not open to a Provin- 
cial Government to interfere in matters wbiidi are the con(‘ern of the Central 
Government. A Provincial (fovernment, as such, therefore cannot offer any 
advice to the (’entral (iovernment in matters of poliiy or with regard to any 
action that may l>e taken by them. The motion that has been moved by 
Dr, Mookerjee is .siinpii a recommendation to the Centnil Government on 
humanitarian grounds to .set free Mr. (iundhi. On that |>oint every member 
of the House is entitled — whether he is a meml>er of the Government or is a 
mere luemlier of the Assembly — to express his opinion as to whether he 
aharea with Dr. Syaniaprasad Mookerjee the almost universally voiced 
feeling in this House in favour of the unconditional release of Mr. Gandhi. 
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Sir, what I propose to do is this. I will forward the proceeding's of thia 
fl^nee for tlie coosideretion of the Central Government* It will be for tim 
Central Government to consider whether they will take into oonaideration 
the expression of views of the various set'tions of the House* as reflected in 
the statements of the leaders. They will certainly take into account also the 
views that have been e.xpresscd by the Leader of the European Party. So 
far as Government arc concerned. Government, as sucli, have frot nothing 
to say, hut as individuals, ;is mere human ladngs, as mere memher.s of this 
House, it is open to everyont* — 3Iinister or no Minister — to say whether he 
will l>e glad to see Mr. (iandhi released fn>m custoily. Sir, that feeling I 
alvSo share. (Mr. H. S. .'sriiu \\\ \riiy . ‘’Government does not.”) Govern* 
ment ma> or may not, hut 1 ma> have m\ <»wn |*ersonal feelings in certain 
matters, and I have got f(» see that it is not merely the Government that is 
fuuetioning, hut that the views of the people find fullest expression V>efore 
the authorities who have got tt) deal with decisions on matters of an 
important public j haractei. 

With the^e words I promi^^c that the pro(‘et‘dings ol this Flouse will he 
forwanled iu its entiret\ tor the consideration of the Government of India. 

The motion of Dr. S\aniaprasad M^mkerjee, that this Assemhly is of 
opinion that tlie (lovenimeiit of Heiigal should immediately take necessary 
stepN to represent to the Governm<*nt of India that in view of the fast under- 
taken hv Mahatma (iandhi in the present state of his health he should he 
unconditionally released iortliwith. was then pul and agreetl to 


Adjournment. 

The House ^^as then adjourne*! at p.m. til) d-lo p.m. on Monday, 
the 15th Fehruar\. IfG'j. at the Assembly House, (’ah uttu 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Astembly assembled under 
the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
15th Febniaiy, 1948, at 8-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd Jalalvddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 7 
Hon’hle Ministers and 206 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwers were ghren) 

Appointment to the post of Second Assistant Superintendent, Bengal 
Government Press. 

*11. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in chuiKc of the Finance Department l)e pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that (Government have sanctioned the creation of the of 2nd 

Assistant Superintendent in the Bengal Government Press? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the afiirmjitive, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the circumstances under which the said jsjst has been 
created ? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle Minister l)e pleased to state ^^hether the iH>st was 
advertised in the CalcuiUi (razettv and other lo<‘ul newspajjers inviting 
applications from eligible candidates? 

(r/) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the llou'ble Minister 
he j)]ease(l to state the reason thereof? 

(c) If the answer to tc) is in the ueguti\e, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of advertising the jxjst in the (\ilvutta Gazette 
and other local newsimpers as usual to invite applictitions from eligible 
candidates and arranging a competitive examination through the Public 
Service Commission, Bengal? 

MINISTER in ohargt of tlio FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho HoiPblo 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): Yes. 

{b) To strengthen the pennaiieut staff and to provide a leave reserve. 

(c) to (c) The vacnucy was not advertise<i. Under the Communal Patio 
Rules it was to be filled by a non-Muslim and instead of advertising this 
vacancy it was decided to ask the Public Service Commission, if they 
approved Government’s profjosal to appoint Mr. A. K. Guha who had worked 
most satisfactorily f<»r three years in a temp(»rary capacity and was the 
Public Service Coniinissioirs only nominee in 1941 when owing to an over- 
sight the vacancy in the post of 1st Assistant Superintendent was advertised 
OB a general basis inatead of as reserved for Muslims. The Public Service 
Commission indicated their approval and Mr. Guha was appointed. 
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KImm MliAir MOHAMMEO AI.I: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleeeed to state when this appointment was made? 

lUi Htn’M# Mr. A. K. FA2LUL HUQ: 1 cannot answer that quesiioa 

just now. I shall try and find out and ^iv« the reply later. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state the reasons why (h»vernment did not think it desirable to 
ask for fresh candidates? 

Tlia Hoffbla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A reply to that has been gives 
in the printed answer. Instead of advertising we asked the Public Service 
Commission. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Htmide Minister be 

pleased to state what was the post which was held by Mr. (luha in fk 
temporary (‘apacity? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: fie was holding the very post 
in which he was confirmed, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hoirhle Minister be 

pleased to .state if in making this appointment the i laiin of another officer 
was superseded? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If that (juestion is pressed. T 
shall ascertain the facts ami gi\e an answer. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Mon'hle Minister he 

pleased to state if he lia.s taken any step to rectify the mistake committed 
by the Ihiblic Service (Commission? 

The Hon’Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The mistake was <*oinmitte<I 
by the Public Service Coin mission. Hut the deficiency in the Muslim ratio 
was made up hy sulwcjuent appointments. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Chief Minister has said that 
he will ascertain facts and answer later. It is no use asking supplementary 
questions now. I suggest that the (juesti^m be held over. 

(The question was held over.) 


Raaignation of ofiloa by tha Commiaiionan of the Oomilla Muniolpality. 

M2. Maufvi MOFIZUDOIN AHMED: (o) Will the HonChle Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and I^ocal Self-dovermiient De{jartment be 
pleased to state whether any commissioner of the Comilla Municifiality iu 
the district of Tippera has resigned] recently ? 

(h) If the answ'er to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Miuister 
be pleased to state the number of them that have resigned and the number 
of them that have not resigned? 

(c) Will the Hou'ble Minister lie pleased to state — 

(t) how the municipal administratioa of Comilla Municipality is boioip 
run now; and 
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(it) what are the fmcthns and dutiee of the Doh-mdgamg oommis- 
siouers now}' 

MIMIITER in diargi of tlm fUBilG HEALTH and LOCAL MLF. 
COVERNMENT DEPARTMCNT (the Hon’ble Mr. UntoMi Kumar Basu): 

(a) and (h) Yes, 10 commissioners of the Comilla Municipality out of a total 
number of 18 tendered resi^^nation of their office as municipal commissioners 
and the rest did not. 

(r) (i) Mr. A. M. Nasiruddiu, Second Additional District Magistrate, 
Tippera, has been appointed under the Defence of India Rules to administer 
the municipality. 

(n) Nil. 

KImh Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be 
pleased to state whether the (\»milla Municipality has been superseded by 
OovernmehtP 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Yes 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t<» state 
whether Maulvi Mahzuddin Ahmed is one of the nominated members of 
the ('omilla Municipality wdio has not yet resigned P 

The Han'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: N<> (luestion of resigna- 
tion arises witli regard to the rest. namel\ 8^ because the municipality has 
been superseded. 

Mr. SHAHEOALI: Will tile Hon’blc Minister be pleased to state 
whether Maulvi Mafizuddin Ahmed is one of the HP 

Tha Hoo*bla Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: No 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the lloii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the ivas(»ns for superseding the romilla Municipality P 

Tha Han'bla Mr. SANTDSH KUMAR BASU: Ten Commissioners out 
of 18 imdudiug the 5 i< e-Chairman resigned and the ('hairman was arrested. 
There was deadlm^k in the administration of the municipality and there was 
no time to wait for the usual procedure to l>e followed as Comnia is in a 
vulnerable area and as such special measures had to be adopted. 

Mr. SHAHEOALI : Will the Hon ’ble Minister l>e pleased to state 
■whether the Second Additional District Magistrate had asked the noa- 
resigning ('ommissioners to attend the municipal office? 

Ths Hon'bli Mr. SANTDSH KUMAR BASU: I have no information. 

Mr. SHAHEOALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make some 
arrangements for non^resigning members to attend the municipality f 

Tfis HilFMf Mr. SANTOBH KUMAR BASU: Those members have 
ceased to exist as members be<'ause the municipality has been superseded. 
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Mavivt MAPIZUDOIN AHMCOt Will the Hon’ble Miaister be plewed 
to state the names of those 10 t'oiinnissioiiers of the Comilla Municipality 
who have resigned? 


Tlw Hon'U* Mr. 8ANT08H kuMAR BA8U: I am sorr\ I have not 
got the names Wfore me. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the iloirhle Minister he pleased 
to state whether (fovt^rninent are taking ati\ .>iep to fill up these varauries 
hv election and run the municipality in a imrmal way^ 

Tha Hon’Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am afraid that no 

(juestiitn ot tillin^»^ up any vafaneie*' arl^fs la^niust* there are no vai’ancies 
now as the municipality has Imhmi Miperse(h*il 

Khwi BahacHir MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'hie MinUWr be 
pleased to ^late if the Hen^ral Mnnieipal laxal Self-(Toveriinn*n( Act has 
been scrapped so tar as the Municipality of ( oiuilla is concerned ^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So fur as the Defence 
of India Rules are c«uice!ne<l they ha\e Imhui applied in the matter of 
supersession, but even in the case ot a superseded inunicipalily fither provi- 
sions of tlie Itcnjral Municipal .\ct do at»ply and will continue to apply. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Mmistet plea.sed 
to state whether they coiiteinplute making'- arrangements t<» hold any general 
election of the ('oniilla Municipality and what is the peiiod oi supersession? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So i n as the general 
elei'tion is (’oncernefl. the matter has imt yet Imsmi <*onsidered 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Is it a tact that there was a date 
fixed for hcdding the general elfxtion of the Comilla M unieipality ? 

Tha Hon’Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There must have been a 

date fixed it the general election was going to be held. 


Supply of certain ftccntial commodititt in Chltta|on| tfittrict. 

Tha Hofi’blf Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: The an^^r 

to this question of which notice was given long ago re<|uires fwune modifica- 
tion and therefore with your permission 1 propose to answer the question 
in a modified form. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is a ((uestion of the last session and 
the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur suggests that he will give a fresh answer 
modifying the answer as printed and his present reply will acconimmlate 
all the factors involveil. So, I think the question may be held over. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: But. Sir, the Hon'ble the Nawab 
Bahadur is prepared to make a reply in a modified form now ami in that 
view there is no need to hold it over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS If the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur so desires 
I have no objection. 
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*13. Or, 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hau'ble Miniiter in chargre oi 
the Commerce and Labour De])iirtment be pleaded to state — 

(i) whether any steps have been taken by the Government for the 
supply of (1) lice, (2) salt, (3) sugar and (4) kerosene, in the 
district of Chittagong; and 

(n) what amount of those articles was taken out of the district since 
the 1st of April, 1942? 

{h} Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any measures 
have l>een taken to check the rise in the price of the abovemen tioned 
comnuKlities ? 

(c) If so, what? 

MINISTER in oharge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibutlah Bahadur, of Daooa): 

(a) (/) and {h} Yes. 

(a) {it) No figures are available. 

(c) A i’rice Contr(d Ad\isor\ Committee, under the chairmanship of the 
President of the Chamber (d ( onnnerce, in which Imth dealers' and con- 
sumers’ interests are represented, is functioning verj satisfactorily. Prices 
are fixed by the District Magistrate generally on the recommendation of 
this Committee and it draws up its recHiminendation after taking into con- 
sideration all factors that opeiate in deciding the price level of a particular 
commodity. 

So far as common rice i.s concerneil the stock «)f rice and paddy is 
sufficient for the juesent needs of the district and supjdy from outside in 
any large (|UHiitity has not yet Wen necessan. 

Attempts at surreptitious removal of essential commodities with a view 
to profiteering were stopped by placing temporary restrictions on booking 
of these gmals by inil. That ban has now ])ecn withdrawn under Govern- 
ment orders. 

When profiteers attempted to create an artificial shortage by with- 
holding stocks from sale, as had hap]>ened in the lase of rice and salt, 
certain big stia ks were requisitioned under the Defence of India Rules and 
wrere made available to the public at controlled pi ices. 

Figures obtained from railway stations showed that a lot of .sugar was 
coming into the district from “black markets” operating outside Chittagong 
but dealers were forcing up tbe price by creating an artificial shortage. 
An order has therefore been passed controlling tbe delivery' of sugar con- 
signments and their subsequent disposal. Results so fur obtaiued have been 
satisfactory aud though certain dealers are very sore at being prevented 
from profiteering it baa been possible for the man in tbe street to get a 
small ration of sugai* at controlled rate. No controlled import of sugar has 
taken place from May to September but one tbousaDd maunds were 
reanisitioned bv tbe Denartment and allotted to tbe district in October. 



Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May I rise to a point of order, Sir? 
Is the Hon’ble Minister entitled to add anythin)? to the langruage of the 
answer as given in the printed form? Is the Hon’ble Minister in a proper 
position to add to this paragraph out of another paper which I have not 
got before me? 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKERS AN ell, lu* can alter it, and 1 have suggested 
that the question can ho held over it there is any objection. But, as pro- 
posed by Dr. Sanyal, the House wanted t<» hear the inoditied answer which 
I have allowed the Nnwah Bahadur to make on the floor of the House. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: It there is a written answer, Sir. 
I am doubtful if the language ol that written answer can be withdrawn or 
altered unless it is fully withdrawn and a fresh answer is brought forward. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 1 suggest. Sir. that the question l>e 
held over. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 suhiuit, Sit. that tin* reply to Ih‘ given 
by an Hon’ble Minister to a (jiiestinu need not he (‘onfined to the reply as 
had been printed. AVliether that reply will he in the form of the written 
reply us eireulated or anything in addition to that is entirelv the Hon’hle 
Minister’s (oncern, and T do not think the rules provide anywhere anything 
or suggests anything wliit'h dehaiN the Hon’hle Minister from altering the 
printed reply 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. If it i^ tin* intention ol the House that the 
question should Ik* held over, T ha\e no ohjertion. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : I Hiigg'e't, Sir. that it he hehl over 
so that we might have the opportunity of putting supplementary (juestions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Then the question is held over 

Fifiinctal help by Covemmefit under iht Bengal Aid to Industries Aot to 
Hrndus and Muslims. 

^14. Babu ABHUTOSH LAHiRI: AA^ill the Hon'hle Minister in charge 
of the Industries Department he pleased t»» la> on the Table o stutemeut 
showing — 

(«) the amount of financial help that has l)een paid by Government 
under the Bengal Aid to Industrie's Act from April, HI-IT, up 
August, 1^2; 

(h) the number of (D Hindu and (2) Muslim recipient.s of thift aid; 

(c) the amount that has been paid to (1) Hindus and (2) Mualims; and 

(d) the amount that has been recovered from (1) Hindti#* and 

(2) Muslims: 

that ha^ la^n advanced as loan under the Act? 

MINISTER III olMurgS Of tiio INOUSTRIiS DEPARTMENT (tho 
HoiPMo NawMi Kti«s|i HObibuilah Bahadur, of Dosoi): A statement is 
laid on the Table. 
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Statmtnt re^trrtd to in reply to dmue* fa) to (4) of etorrai fuatkm Xa. 14i 

{a) Amount of finincial help that haa beMi paid by Oovemment 
under the Bengal State Aid to Induetries Act from Aiml, 

1M7, up to AugiMt, 1942 Rfl.87,580. 

(b) Number of (1) Hindu and (2) Muslim recipients of this aid . . (1) Hindus — 31. 

(2) Muslims — 14. 

(c) Amount that has lieen paid to (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims (1) Hindus— Rs,57.480. 

(2) Muslims — Es. 1 1 ,950. 

(d) Amount that has been recoveiwi from (1) Hindus and (1) Hindus— Rs.24, 764. 

(2) Muslims. (2) MusUms— R8.8.278. 

Govommont action against the Fascist Group at Dacca regarding the 
moklent of the 8th March, 1M2. 

•15» Mr* ABDULLA*AL MAHMOOD* (it) Th the Hon’hle Minister in 
charjfo of the Home IJeiwrtmeiit aware — 

(j) tliat uii Anti-FaH(‘iMt ( ontereiice was hehl on the Hth March, 1942, 
at Dacca nndiM- the prehidencv i>l Mr. Bunkiin CIiaiuLra Mukherji; 
(//) that a hutch of oil youii^ men came in clash with the orj^auisers 
and voluiiteeiH of the x‘onter«‘nce and that there was a serious 
between the two and 

(in) thul the police had to open fire on the nioh and ’ds a result one peison 
was killed and several others were injured ‘r 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aftijiuative, will the Ilon’hle Minister 
he pleased to state — 

(?) what action, if any, have the government taken to trace and find 
out these miscreants who opjHised the Anti-Kaseist Conference 
and their eouiuM-tion, if any, with any other political party in 
Benifal ; and 

(u) it m> action has been taken, will the Ron’hle Minister he pleased 
to state reasons therefore 

MINISTER in ohargo of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hoti’blo 
Mr. A. K. Failul Huq): ia) (?) Yes. 

(?V) The inunhei of intruders was al)out 100. 

(ill) One iierson is known to ha\e been killed ns a result of police-firing, 
and two injured. 

(/>) A case under setdions 148, 149 and ;102, Indian Penal (Vxle, was start- 
ed against the intruders and 15 |)ersons were arrested hut they could not be 
sent uj» for trial as sufficient evidence was not forthcoming. 

Mf* ARDULLA^AL MAHMOOD* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the names of those 15 persons who were arrested? 

Tho HoiPWo Mr* A* K* FAZLUL HUQs The names are not with me 
now, hut if they are wanted I can supply them later on. 

Mr. ABOULtAi-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether pitK^ings under sections 148 , 148 and 802 have been 
dropped? 
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Jim Mr. A. K. iAZLyt Hy«t As 1 find fraii tlir 

tjiArge-8heet8 were not submitted: c^ial reports were Hubmitted^ but there 
was no evidence against them. 

Mr, ABDULLA*AL MAH MOOD* Sir. in reply to question 
namely, “what action, if any, have the Government taken to trace and 
find out these miscreants who opp«»sed the Anti-Fus<ist ('onference and 
their connection, if any, with any other politieal jiartv in Bengal” the 
Hon’ble Minister says, “A case was started against the intruders and 16 
persons were arrested, but they could md be sent \jp f«>r trial us sufbeient 
evidence was not fortiudining.” Mu\ I know what has the Hon'ble Minister 
got t4> say with regard to the latter ]M>rtion of the question which has not 
been answered!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: W'itb iegar<i to question {h){i) 
all I can say is, that steps were taken to tiuoe and find out the miscreauU 
and lo pers(»ns were arrested, but tlu*\ c(»uld not be sent u]) tor trial for 
want of Mitficieiit evidence against tlieiii. As regards their connection, if 
any, with any other political party in Bengal, no en(|uiry was made because 
it was not necessary to do so in coniieetion with these cases, and as regards 
other points I have got nothing turther to add. 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if any measure under the Deteme of India Rules has been applied 
against any of them?^ 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 ill) nut I'fmfinlH'r. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir. the heading of the (|uestion us given 
here is misleading. The (|uesti(»n emjuires as to what was the (^»vernment 
action against the Fascist tlroup at Dacca regarding the incident <»f the Htb 
Manh, 194!;^, but as a matter <»f fu<'t, we find that there is no inentiem of 
Fascist (iroup in the reply. May we know* why do the Government [>resurae 
that these 16 men belonged to the Fowist Cilroup}' I submit that the headline 
may be corre<’ted accordingly. 

(No reply was forthcoming.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. there has been no reply to 
Ml. Sen’s ({uentioii. I think it is the businesH of the AsHembly Department 
to put headlines, but niire your attention has Iweii drawn there must be 
some reply forthcoming. AVe find in the bo<ly of the question terms like 
“Fascist” and “Anti-Fascist.” I l>elieve there is some confusion that 
those who opposed the Anti-Fas< ist Tonference were Fascists. But T think 
the Assembly Department is right in putting that headline. 

Mr; ATUL GHAHDRA BEN: In that C4»nference there might have been 
persons who did not belong to the Fawdst Group. 

Mr. DEPUTY tPEAtCER: I will look into and decide on 

it later on. 
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Oamimuition for Urn oo&'gokig Haopo ooquimi fey Q o m nm mt if 
Otiittagong. 

^16* Oft SANAULLAHs (ri) T^ ill the Hon’ble Minister in char^fe of 
€he Home Department be f)lea/4ed to state whether he has receiyed 

(i) any telej^iam from the Secretar>% Boat Owners’ Association, for 
givinff full prices and compensations for the vSea-going Akyab 
type sloops now concentrated at Daudkandi; and 

(ii) or any verbal represen tai ion from any member of the Bengal Ijegis- 
lative Assembly to the same effect? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state what steps, if any, the (iovernment have taken or pro- 
pose to take in the matter? 

Thd Hofl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (/?) (t) The answer is in the 

Affirmative. 

(h) I (!annot recall any such representation. 

(b) Necessai^ instructions have been issued for [)ayment of compensa- 
tion in the shape of monthly hire charges for these sloops according to the 
merits of the claims of individual owners. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (’an the Hon'hle Minister give the House 
an idea of the rates of monthly hire <'harges? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. 1 cannot 

W*** ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
atate whether Government will pay these people along with hire any depre- 
.ciation charges? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That question was not consi- 
dered, but if that matter ('omes up and any representation is made, Govern- 
ment will certainly have to come to a decision. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Has the Government taken any 
steps to have these l>oats insured against possible total or partial loss? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a new matter, and I 
cannot answer unless I get sufficient notice. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: It is not a new matter because 
other Goverumeiits have taken action in this respect. Has the Bengal 
{government seen to it that when the periinl of hire finishes, the man will 
get something for his boat? 

Mr. DiPUTY BPBAKBR: Government will consider it if they get 
proper notioe. 
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Siigifoafie eultivitiofi in CoalMmlD tubdivitiMi. 

•ISi Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture Department aware — 

(i) that sugar< ane cultivation is very congenial in the soil of the sub- 
division of (loalundo; 

(fi) that wild boars and jackals damage the crop; 

{tit) that there is no sugar mill for consumption of tin* cane from this 
part of the Province; 

(/r) that as a result sugarcane cultivaticm does not find favour with the 
cultivators; and 

(r) that cultivators do not possess a gun to protect their crops against 
damage by wild animals y 

ih) If the answers to ut) (tn) and (r) are in the affirmative* will the 
Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state what stej)s do the (lovevnment propose 
taking — 

(/) for the issue of guns to cultivators ; and 

(?/) for setting up sugar mills in the said area y 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hort’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem AM Khan): (f/^ it) and (lii) Ye«. 

(it) It is re[K)rte(l that the cnjp is sometimes damaged by wild l)oar8 and 
jackals. 

(iv) No; where the soil is congenial to the cultivatifm of sugarcane, it 
is grown by the cultivators who for the most part crush the enne themselves 
and prepare i/iir for sale in the local markets. 

(v) and {(>) (/) (funs are i.ssued to the cultivators under the provisions of 
the Arms Act and (fovernment ( ircuiars in the matter. Petitions for guns 
from the culti\atois to protect dops, et<-., are fa\ounihIy corisirlered. 

(u) The setting up of sugar mills is a matter for private enterprise. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is the Iloir’hle Minister aware that 
even last year ending ‘list March. apjrlicatioiis were made by culti- 

vators for licences, hut licences were not issued P 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: This does 
not concern my department, and I cannot answer it. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: In answer (vt and (h)(i), it is stated, 
“Petitions for gun.s from the cultivators to protect crops, eU*., are favour- 
ably considered.” Will the Hon’ble Minist^'r please consider the desir- 
ability of issuing a circular order on this point so that everybody in the 
province may know the policy of Government and officers may behave 
accordingly P 

The Hon’bia Khan Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Gun 

licences are i.ssued by a -eparate department and they are to consider whether 
the petitioner for a li(‘ence in a proper person htj granted licence, flf 
course^ if anv petition is submitted direct to me, I will b(» glad to forward 
it. 
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Df« NALINAKSNA tAMYALl With reference to a&fwer (o)(ui) that 
there is uo cane fnnn this part of the province, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state if he is aware that there is the North Bengal Sugar Mill 
at Gopalpur and there is another sugar mill at Darsana, both of which are 
within easy distance of Goalundo subdivision? 

The Hofi’Me Khim Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Yes, there 
is a sugar mill at Darsana and there is another at Gopalpur. Some culti* 
vators take their sugan^ane to Gopalpur and Darsana. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that in 
the present year and also iu previous years, the sugar mills of Bengal have 
been suffering from acute shortage of adequate sugarcane supply? 

Tho Htm'lMt Khan Bahftdiir Mtulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Yes, on 
account of the failure of sugarcane in North Bengal, mills <*ould not get 
sufficient sugarcane. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to question (/;)(//), “for 
setting up sugar mills in the said area,’’ is the Hon’ble Minister aw’are that 
in view of the shortage experienced by the already existing sugar mills, the 
question of setting up of a further number of sugar mills in the areas 
adjacent to these mills would be uneconomical? 

Thi Hofi’hit Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Of course, 
this matter can rightly be dealt with by the Industries Department. As 
for the Ct>-operative Department, I <‘an sa\ that if any private enterp^i^e is 
made for starting a sugar mill on the co-operative basis, this dej)artment 
will give all sorts of help to it. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: N the Hmrble Minister aware that 
facilities have been given by the Kailway Administration tfi the mills at 
Darsana and Gopalpur to botik up to the station ol Khoksha only and not 
to any siatiou within the district of Faridpur? 

Tha Hofi'bit Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: I am not 

aware of it. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he t'onsiders it desinible to move the Kailway Administra- 
tion so that e(iuul facilities may be gi\eu by the administration for the 
district of Faridpur? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Of course 
if I receive any application on behalf of the public or the growers of sugar- 
cane to the effect that facilities are not given to them by the Railway 
Department, I shall certainly take iiecesvsary steps to move the department. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA; Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state why he does not think it desirable to have some ctvordination between 
his department and the gun-licence issuing department so that guns may be 
iMUed in ihA interAftt of rnltiTatorsP 
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TIM Han^ KhM Itaiivi HAtNlM ALI KMANI I do not 

(kink any co-ordination is necessary for tkat. If any petition is snbniittio 
to the proper authorities, they will consider the matter and there is no 
reason to apprehend that they will reject the petition. 


Appointmmt of Co^parativo Impooton on Compotitivo Examinatioii. 

•I*. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (o) Will the Hou'We Minister in charge of 
the f'o-ojierative Credit and Ktiral Indehfedness I)i‘j>ortment W pleased to 
Atate whether it is a fact — 

(i) that some applicauts having the rei|uired qualification for the post 

of (Voperative luspectorMhip applied with Treasury Chalana of 
Rs.h; 

(ii) that they were not selected for the o|>en cnmi>etitive examination 

held on the 24th August, 1942; and 

(/If) that some other applicants of the same qualifications were aeUcted 
for the same examination without any interview? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
lie pleased to state the method and principle on which the selection of candi- 
dates to sit for the com[H»titive examination was made? 

MINISTiR in ehtrgt of ih% CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT iml RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (th« Hon’bli Khan Bahadur MauivI 
Hasham Ali Khan): (o) (i) Yes. 

ill) and ini) (’andidates with inferior qualifications were rejected. 
ih) Vi(Jr answer to (n) in) and (ii/) above. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the flon'ble Minister be 

pleased to .state what is meant by “inferior qiialifieations” ? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN I 

Two fandiflates having the same educational qualifications may not be 
(onsidered equally fit for a post. Respectability of n candidate, his 
tendency for sports an<l his practical knowledge or experience in the 
co-operative movement — all thew* are also to be considerpfl along w'ith 
ed ui n t ion a I ( | ii r 1 ifica t ion s . 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: M y <|uestioM is — inferior to whom 
and to what ? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 

Supposing obO |M*titionH were filed and out of that the appointing authority 
considered e.icli and even imiividual case ami selected certain persons he 
thought fit having rather nuperior qualifications than the others. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state what are the minimum qualifications prescrilied for theve 
appointments? 
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Tte Hofi’bto Khan Btliiciyr Miulvi HAtHEM ALI KHAN: 

For Insptftor.s — |^»TiKhiate!<, Auditors — under-graduates, and Assistant 

Auditors — Miitric. 

Mr# 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon'lde Minisler be pleased to state who 
iH to jinlge \^iH*1li»•r a ([uallficalion is inferior or siijxjrior? 

Tha Hon’bte Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

It is the appoint ing authority— in this case the Kegistrar of Co-operative 
Societies. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Are we to understand that by 
“inferior (jualitications” the Hon’lde Minister means not educational 
qualification.M but other kinds of (|Ualifications ? 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

Along with educational <iualiticaiions other fai tors are also to be considered. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 11 tlie eduiutional qualihcatious 
are the same in the ca.st* of two candidates, how i.', it going to be judged 
whether (|ualiti( atioiis are .su]>erioi or inferior? If, as the Hon’ble Minister 
has just referred, other kinds of (jualifications are taken into consideration, 
without an> interview Iveing granted, how does tlie appointing authority 
discriminate betwtHui two candidates? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

1 think, Sir, I have already explained that. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased 
to slate if respectabilit\ (d birth c(»un1s in favour of the candidate when 
other ([ualiticatious are (Htual? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether other (|U,dihcations being eipial. respectability of birth 
would deteimine the >uperiorit\ (d qu.difications? 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: No. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the .same kind of consideration for loyalty to British 
Crow'll for seven giuierations as mentioned by the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Kdiicntion Department was taken into account? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of candidateH who were found to be qualified to 
sit for the competitive examination for the posts of Co-operative Inspectors? 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

Without notice I can’t say. 
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DlfMjfNir Cifitral Ckhcptrativa BrnrA* 

m Mr. HAFIZUDDiN CHOUOHURI: (i;) Will the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the f\i-nperati\c <‘re<lit and Hiira) Iiidehtedness J>|)artment be 
pleaded to state whether it is a fact -- 

(?) that there has Imumi gunit dt^inaml t<n -hoi t-(ei in loaiw in the Thakur* 
gaoii .subdivision due to ec»)!n)ini<‘ tlislress; and 
(n) that the Provincial ( *o-<*perati\e Hank ha< refuseil advancing loan 
to Home of thi‘ ( 'o-<»|»f*tative (entral Hanks of (he Dinajpur 
district y 

(b) If the answer to (o) in) is in the attii mat In e. will the llon'ble Mininter 
1 k‘ pleased to state (he reason theieof? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: m) n) There 
has Wen some demand. 

(?f) Yea. 

(/>) Short-term loan is no longer being di.sti il)uie«l through the Bengal 
Provincial (\i-operali\e Hank, 

I nia\ add that this \\a- -o last yeai. This year it has Ihmui distributed 
thnnigh the ('o-<ipfiatiV(* (’entral Hanks. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. Will the lion bie Minister be 

jd^uised to state what is the ponoil oj a -hoii-ttMin huiny 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN; 

tbie \ear. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the llon'ble Mlnistei be ]deased to 
State if the short-term loans timt were distnhuied through the Hengul 
ProMiieial Co-operative Hank were ot imiiiense benefit to (he agriculturists? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

Oil \es. Th<'\ were of immense benefit. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the lion ble Mini.ster be pleased 
to state througli wliicli aullioril> or ageiic\ s)n»rt-(erm hams were dislH- 
buted when the Provincial (iovei nrneiit was not distributing these loans? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN I 

These loans were di.stributml through central lianks. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8I0DIQI: Will the llon'ble Minister be 

pleased to slate wbetlier <lis('otit inuatioii of H}ic»rt-terin loans is a complete 
change of p»dic>, or will he be pleased to explain (be reas*»n why (his has 
been discontinuefi ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAMi 

'This was discontinue<l for a year boiaiise the Pnivincial Co-operative Bank 
faile<l to pay the money a) read \ collerted <jnt of crofi loan to (he fJovern- 
menf. In spite of rei)eated demand, they did not pay and Gavernmeni 
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therefore did not think it worth while to advance further money to them, 
ftow the provincial hank have refunded the major portion of the money and 
pronliHed to pay the balance. 

Mr. ARDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what are the outstanding balances which the bank has been 
unable to collect. 

Tht Hon'bla Khan Bahadur Maulvi HABHEM ALI KHAN: 

Without notice I cannot say that. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: 1 give notice. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Is the Hon*ble Minister aware of the 
fact that it takes more than a month to have short-term loans from the 
central bunk and also from the provincial bank, because the central bank 
have to go through the Assistant Kegistrars, and does he consider the 
fle.si lability of devising means l»y which the time may be shortened? 

Tha Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HABHEM ALI KHAN: 

Of course 1 am trying and have alread\ issued orders that short-term loans 
fthould Ik* advanced as earl\ as possible witbout causing unnecessary delay. 
1 think this year it will be done. 

Mr. HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what amount has been advamanl to the central banks of 
Uinajpur to meet the demand? 

TN Hon’hia Khan Bahadur Maulvi HABHEM ALI KHAN: Without 
notice I cannot sa\ that. 

UNSTARREO QUESTIONS 

(anawert to which were laid on the taUe) 

Relief meiMiree in Dacca after the last riot. 

7. Mr. BAHABE ALUM: {a) Will the Hon’lde Minister in charge of 
the Ilevenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement show- 
ing— 

(/) the amount of money given us relief in the district of Dacca after the 
last riot; 

(m) the amount that has lieen given to (1) Muslims and (2) Hindus; 
(ui) the amount distributed in Kuipura in the district of Dacca after the 
last riot ; and 

(iv) the amount that has been given to (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims? 
(h) Will the Hoirble Minister l>e pleased to state whether any amount 
has been given as relief f(»r Dacca town? 

« The Hon’Mc Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: (a) (i), (iVt) and (6) 
A statement is laid on the Table. 

{a) (if) and (ir) Separate figures showing the grants dlktributed among 

IfttAlimfi and TTindiia am nnf availahla. 
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AfM Mid yMT. 

1 

Gratuitous 

reW. 

2 i 

Agricultural 

loana. 

3 

Loana to 
ahopkeepera 
ana tradara 
for re- 
atarting 
their 
buaineaa. 

4 

Total. 

5 


Ra. a. p. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra. a. p. 

Dacca diatrict — 





liMl.42 

1,62.710 3 6 

1,39,500 

41,314 

3,43,524 8 6 

1942-43 

1,33.000 0 0 

1.63.369 

97,573 

4,00.9U 0 0 

Raipura areas — 





1941 42 

1.43.750 15 6 

1,39,500 

41.314 

3,24,564 15 6 

194243 

1,35,000 0 0 

1,63,369 

97,575 

4,00.944 0 0 

Dacca town — 





1941-42 

13,959 4 0 

Nil 

Nil 

13,959 4 0 

1942-43 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Khlii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will tW Hcrn'Me Minii«t«r ho 

pleased to state wliether tlie ntnounts were distributed on a planned si’lieme 
or tlie\ wore paid without any poHoy? 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEEl This was in 

pursuanre of a schenu* an<l of a policy. 


Landlord’! ftoi undor tha Bangal Tananoy Amandmant Aot, ISBI. 

8« Mtaulvi AZHAR ALI: t<i) Is the Hon’hh* Minister in char^re td the 
Keveiiue DejMirtmeut aware — 

(i) that hv the amended ]ieii|ral Tenancs Act o! IJtvH payment of 
landlord’s fees was (‘ouipulaory ; 

(ti) that this was ulnjlished hv the amendment of 19'iH; 

(ni) that nf) piiivision was made for purchases made liefore 1928; and 

(}?') that a confusion has arisen by the uniendetl Bengal Tenancy Act of 
1938, refrardinjf recoj^nition and mutation of purchasers of hold- 
ings in zemindar’ .s sheresta? 

(b) If the answer to in) (ir) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state what measures, if any, do the Oovernment intend taking 
to do away with the said confusion to help the temints. zemindars as well 
as court and save any further complication and litip^tion^^ 

The Hon’bM Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERiEE: (a) (i) to (Hi) Yes. 

(ir> No. 

(b) I>>es not arise. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker asked Tnatarred Question No. 2 to he called.) 

M^mIwi AHMED ALI MRIOHAt What about rnslurred Queation 
No. 1, Sir? When will it be taken upP 
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Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKERS That question will be taken up later on after 

this list JM exhausted. 

Re-excavation of Dtiuning Khal in police-station Fatikchari, Chittagong. 

2. Dr, 8ANAULLAH: fa) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
( oimiiunicalioiiH and Works (Inigation) J><‘|)artment be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the re-exoavation work of the Dhurung Khal in police-statiop 
Katikchari in the district of Chittagong was suddenly stopi>ed; 
and 

(i?) whether any measures have l)een taken by the Contractors oi the 
Department to ]>revent the silting up of the jwrtion already 
excavated during the lainy season? 

(b) If the answer to (fi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) when do the (Government projxkse to take up the unfinished work; 

and 

(ii) whether those measures have proved successful? 

MINISTER in charge of the CaMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (u) Yes. 

(b) (i) Aft soon aft normal time returnfl. 

{ii) Yes. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state how much was estimated for the n'-c\( aval ion (»f the Dbuning 
Kind ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 cannot give that infor- 

Illation just icov. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state liow mucb ban been s])eiit for the same sclicme and wliat amount of 
work lias Imuui completed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: As regards question 
(n){i) the work was sfopjaal, hut, s(» far as (o)(//) is concerned, namely, 
“whether any measures have been taken by the contractors or the depart- 
ment to fuevent the silting up of the portion already ex(‘avated during the 
rainy season,” a buaJ has been erected. 

ExoovMion of StHkhii (Ntrad) near Nator town. 

3. Kaxi ABUL MAiUD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Communications and Works Department l>e pleased to state whether an 
irrigation scheme for ex<^ivutioii <»f Snlikha (Narad) nearaboiit Nator town 
was started by the (Jovernineiit .some 2 years l)ack? 

(b) Is it a fact that the work has not yet been completed? 

ic) If fto, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
the delay in the completion of the work P 
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Th» HM*Mt m. tHAIWUDOIN AHWBOt («) The work was undei- 
taken in January, 1941. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The vslow progTosR of (he scheme is due to the emergent condition 
created by the War, on account of whicli InlwHir coubi not be procured except 
at exorbitantly high rates. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to .luswer (c^, 
will (he Hon ble Minister be plea^ied to stsUc wluat is tlx* rate which he 
considered exorbitantly liighl^ 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: At first one contractor wa» 
employed ; he eould not pro( <*ed and so he was chucked out 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, no; 1 did not niean that, 
llie Hon hie Minister said tliat labour could not l>e jiroeured except at 
exorbitantly high rates. 1 want to kno\» what were these rates which he 
considered to he exorhitantly high. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 cannot sa\ that offhand. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’hlc Minister be 
please<l to state if we are to assuiiu* that the leader »>f the Krishak Proja 
Part\ grudges tlx* paxinent of high labour charg»*s)^ (liUughter.) 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED: /emindais ^^^]\ consider 
that. 

Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is it a fact that the inajo? p.irt of the 
work has been completed!*' 

Tha Hon’bla Mrt 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: No. not ihe major part, 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: W ill the Hon bh* Mini^tto Im* ]>h‘ase<i to state 
the amount which has been sanctioned by (Government? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 l unruil Miy lliat offhand. 

Kazi ABUL MA8U0: Ih tho Hon' ble Minister aware of the fact that 
the Hujshahi District Hoard has Hun(‘tioned a ^um of Rs, rj.IMM) for the 
scheme and it lias already spent Rs. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED: I did not know that this 
question would be taken up today. I shall give a reply tomorrow. 

(Question No. unslarred, was held over.) 

Aatambly Bya-alaoUon of Nator. 

4. Ktti ABUL MA8UD: m) U the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the 
Home Dejnirtment aware that the SuUliviKional Officer, Nator, the Sftecial 
Officer, Nator North (]Jircle, Sjiecial Officer, South (Circle, Sul)-In8i)e<;ioi of 
PoKce, Singra, and Sub-Inspector of Police, I.alpur, canvaased for a Pro- 
gressive Party candidate during the last Assembly bye-election of Nator? 
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(b) If the answBT to (a) iB is ike affinsatiTe, wBl tki Hcm’Ue Miidster 
be pleased to state what acttoa the Government have taken in the mattwP 

The HOfl^ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The election was not con- 
tested on behalf of the Progressive Coalition Party. I have no reason to 
believe that the officers mentioned canvassed on behalf of any candidate. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Leader of the Progressive Coalition Party went to Natore just 
before the election and canvassed for the candidate Mr. Nowajeshuddin 
Chaudhurv F 

The Hon*bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, he went, but not 
for canvassing. 

Mr. M. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Leader of the Coalition Party addressed a meeting in Natore i i 
favour of Mr. Nowajeshuddin Chaudhury? 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T addressed three meetings. 

Mr. Hi 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is it a fact that the Leader of the Progres- 
sive (\)alition Party utili.sed the Government microphone when addressing 
those meetings!^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is the policy of the Govern- 
ment, and I utilised the microphone of the Publicity Department? 

Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Hon’ble Minister for Communications and Works also 
went to Nator and canvassed there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be 
pleased t«> state whether it is not a fact that another of his colleagues, the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan, also went to Nator for the 
purpose of canvassing for the said candidate? 

The HOfi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He has Wn to so many 
placM's during the last one \ear that it is difficult for me to remember. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Is it a fa(>t that three of them went at 
one lime to Nator? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 was there one day earlier 
and the other two Hon’ble Ministers went there after I had come away. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
•tate if he did not utilise the microphone of the Publicity Department of 
ihe Government of Itengal for the purpo.se of canvassing against the Muslim 
League Candida^? 
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Tim Hm'M* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A» the honourable member 

kiio^s the praftice fur Ministers to use not only the microphone of the 
PuMicity Department hut also those of district hoards and municipalities. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We want an answer, yes or no. Did be 
or did he not utilise the microphone the Publicity Department, bullooks 
ami hulls of the Publicity Department ^ Is it or it is not a fact that the 
othrers and subordinate?* of the Publicity Department w'ere carrying on 
( aliv.♦^.**in^^’ in favour of Mr. Xowajeshuddin ChaiidhuryJ' 

The Hon'blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I Imve already answere<l that 
question, and my answer should l>e taken in full. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What uas the answer? Does the 
Hon'hle Minister after all this pretend to state before the House that the 
candidate fi>r whom he was canvassinj^ was not the candidate set up by the 
l^royressive ('oalitioii Party? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is no question. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Hus the Hon’hle Minister m*eived 
lepresentaliojis ajrain.st the Suhdivisional Otticer of Nator, the Special 
(tftic<*r, Nut{»r North Circle, the Special Officer, South Circle, the Suh- 
In.^Iiector of Jh)lice, Sinjrra, and the Suh-Tnspector of Police, Lalpur, for 
caIl^Jssm^r on behalf of Mr, Nowajeshuddin Chaudhury? 

The Hofi*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable memlier is 
aware that when the liou’hle Ministers are <»n tour all the officers do attend, 
hut in this ca.se they did not attend for canvassinjr. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What 1 asked was whether the Hon'hle 
Mini-ter had receivetl representations ajrainst the conduct of these officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. Sir 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
fdea^ed to st;ite if the Krishak Proja Partv U a /ifroup within the Progressive 
('o.ilirion Parly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It does not arise out of the 

(jiM'-'tion. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the HoiChle Minister he 
ple,i>ed to state if the Krishak Proja Part;;^ nominated a candidate for this 
ele( tidii ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question dmvs not ari/ie. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Will the HonTle Minister In* pleased fo 
enlighten the House why he has not taken any utep with rettnrd to the 
representations made by myself to Government anil to the Hon 'hie Chief 
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Minister against the conduct of the Subdivisional Officer of Nator because 
be canvassed for Mr. Nowajeshuddin Chaudhury and threatened the voters 
there, wlio did not vote for him, with dire consequences'^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Since the (jiiestion lias been 
put, I feel I am hound to answer it. Mr. Suhrawardy who has heen jiutting 
all iliese (jiieslioris and Sir Xaziimiddin, the Jicader of the Opposition, have, 

I understand, represented eertain matters direetly to TIi> Kxeellencv the 
Governor jind viov recently they hai’e heen to Writers' Buildings and ^een 
the Ohief Sccretar\ ahout certain allegation^. They have not had even 
the common court(‘sy to let me kno\i what allegations they have to make 
against one of our r)ffic<-is. 1, therefore, decline to take any action. If, 
howevei', tliey can make out an> case against anyhody, I give this assurance 
that an enquiry will he made and steps taken t«) hring that officer to hook. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Will tlie llon'hle Minister give an 
assurance.^ 

Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Family allowance of certain security prisoners. 

5. Mr. dNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to state 
wliether the Government have received jietitions from security jirisctners 
Balms Sailendra Nath Bose, Suhodh Chandra Das, Brajendra Chandra Chakra- 
varti and Sudhangshu Mohan Chowdluiiy for the grant <d family allowances? 

{h) If tlu' answer to in) is in the affirmative, will the ITon'ide Minister 
he pleased to state the action that has heen taken on those jietitions? 

ir) Ts the Hon’hle Minister <‘onsiilering (he desirability of granting family 
allowances to the ahovemenf ioned security jirisoners? 

(tl) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to slate the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o) Yes 

(h) The petitions are under my consideration. 

{(') and (//) I am awaiting the results of the enquiry already undertaken 
to ascertain the financial conditions of the respective families. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleu.sc<l to 
.state when the petitions in question were received from tlie sedulity 
prisoners ? 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were received on different 
dates. The earliest was in Septeinl>er last. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
when he expects to take a decision on those petitions? 
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TN Hon'bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Some of these petitions have 
been disposed of, hut I do not kinnv if the orders of the (roverunienl have 
been coimnunieated. I am tr>in^^ to exjuMlite tin* matter as much as 
possible. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Ilon'bie Minister be pleased 
to state whetlier he is aware that the depi‘ndanl> of some ot thesi* ‘Jecurity 
prisoners are becoming destitute owing to the ileluyed action ot ( iovernment !' 

Th6 HOfl*bl0 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not awaie. but if tliat is 
the case I shall reijuest the honourable momber to f/\\v mo >oiiie specific 
statements so that I may take action. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Ilon'bie Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Government will consider the dt'sii ability of setting Uf) 
a committee of this House to help the Government in e.xpediting action on 
petitions submitted by security prisoners H 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T bat is a matter of policy on 
which T shall say nothing. 

DistrMG in Nator subdivision owing to drought. 

6. Kazi ABUL MASUD: (o) Will the II on’ hie Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department 1 h" jileased to state w’hether it is a fact that there hati 
been a failure of crops thi.s season in the Nator subdivision of the Rajshahi 
district? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie Minister 
he pleased to state what steps, if any, Government pmiKise t() take or have 
alieady taken in the matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie Minister Ik* pleased to state whether !in\ agri(‘ultural 
loan, or gratuitous relief, have been given to the cultivators? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr, Pramatha Nath Banerjee). («> The jute and aus paddy crops suffered 
this year due to scanty rainfall in time hut the anuin paddy crop which is 
the mainstay of the suhdivi.sion is promising everywhere. There is also the 
sugarcane crop which will he marketed later, and its prospects are fair. 

(6) and (r) Do not arise. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: AVill the Hon'lde Minister he pleased to 
state to the House what steps he took to relieve the distress in Nator l>etween 
the cutting of aus crop and before the aman crop was cut? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as I am 

aware,* no repi-esentation has come U) this department, and if a representation 
comes adequate ste]).*» will he taken. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The time is past. Between the last aus 
crop and the last aman crop, were any step.s taken by the Revenue Depart- 
ment to relieve the distre.sfi of the people of Nator? 
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Tht HanW* Mr. PRAMATMA NATH BANIRME: So far as I am 

aware, oo steps have been taken, but I shall look into the matter. 

Mr. H. t. tUHRAWAROY: Will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased to 
inform us if the non-^aiitinK of any relief was in pursuanre of the threat 
given by the Ilon'ble Chief Minister that he would not grant any relief 
to Nator unless the Muslim voters returned his candidate P 

Th* Honlil* Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I most emphati- 
rally repudiate the sug^^estion made by the honourable member. 

Supplementaries to Umtirrod Quottion No. 1. 

1. Mtuivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: In answer (h) and (n. the 
following words occur: — “A survey oi the Chanduna system has recently 
been completed, but the data thus colle<*ted are not considered siiHicient to 
determine and locate the spill openings required in the road and railway 
embankments for a permanent improvement of the river.” Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleaseil to state wliat are the names of the spill openings 
contemplated in the road and railway embankments wliicb will necessitate 
a further enquiry? 

Tho HOffl’blf Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have not got the papers 
today. I shall give the answer tomorrow. 

(Further supplementaries to the question were held over.) 

Adjoiirfiiiiffit motions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have received notice ol the fallowing adjourn- 
ment motion of Mr. Suhrawaidy, namely, that the business ot tlii.^ AsMUnhl\ 
do now adjourn for the put pose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, the serious situation aiising out of (he tailuit ot 
Oorernment to tackle .satisfactorily the problem of food and other essential 
commtxlities of life and to deal witli black market and hounling :»nd 
profiteering. I hold that this motion is in order hut before I ascertain 
whether this motion has the leave of the House to he moved, I shouhl like 
to hear the views of the Ilon’ble the diief Minister. 

Th0 Hontlla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards the debate on the 
question of food-supply we have ie<*eived notices of this ndjouniiuent motion 
and also of a special motion and (fovernment have decided to allot two 
special days for the discussion on tlie special motion. I submit that when 
the House is getting tw'o days for debate on food->upply. there is in* need 
to move this adjournment motion at this stage, and I hope the movto <tf 
this adjournment motion will he pleaded not to press his motion. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In \iew of the statement just made that 

Government have l>een ^^md enough to allot two days for the i.il 
motioB ct. tood-vsupply, w'e do not press our adjournment motion. 

But I have ^pother adjournment motion, Sir, 
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Ilf* OEFUTY EI^EAKERt Tluit^ Mr. Suhrawtrcly, I pit>po<N! to take 
ap next day and I waive the urffency of the motion for the preaenl. 
Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr* Hi 8* SUHRAWAROYs But, Sir, we have j^^ot seven t»r eig^lii 
adjournment motions to bring forward bef<»re this House. You realise the 
unfortunate [>osition that no Monsoon session was held and the last session 
was terminated abruptly. Aud in spite of the pnmii.sc of tloverument to 
hold a session either in November or DeeemWr or January, the sessiou ia 
now l>eing held in February. We have hud no opportunity of ventilating 
our grievances, aud 1 submit under these ciicumstuiices yon would ba 
considei'ate to the Opposition in the mutter ot these udjournmetit motions 
and allow us to move these ver> imiHirlunt motions one by one. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrnwardy. yon know that I have 
waived the urgeney of one or two motions ot your party and I have given 
my con.sent to them to be moved in this House if leave i.s given to 
move them. But if you press for all the adjournment motions to he moved, 
then it w'onld be impossible for me to carry on the nonnal business of the 
House. There are more than a doEeu adjournment motions and supposing 
they are admissible under the rules, it w<mi(l take a long time t(» dispose 
of them. This would hamper the normal work of the Assembly to such an 
extent that it woul<l \te impOHsi))le to finish the regular husiness of the 
House in time For that reas^m I have after consultation with the la*ader 
of the Oppositiofi come to this <lccisioii in which Sii Nuzimuddin has also 
concurred tliat I should stick to one or two veiy impoitunt utljournment 
iuoti(»ns. I liave thcrcton* given 1113 consent to liie adjournment motion 
regarding the supersession of the tlistiict boards of Bengal and I have also 
waived the urgency of the case. 

Hr* Ha 8a 8UHRAWARDY : I feel deepl^ grateful to you, Sir, for tho 
consideration you have given to our adjournment motions, but at the same 
time if these motions are in order which could not be lirought forward 
earlier it is up to you, Sir, that you shodUd consider it to he the light and 
the privilege of the members of this House to allow these adjournment 
motions. The motions may be considerable in number, Imt they raise 
matters of v<o\ giav«* iiiipt^rtaiu'e with regard to tfit* constitutional fiosition 
a.s well as the tuture adiniiiistiaiion of ihe jiroviuce. The whole session 
except for the Budget is gedng to he u faice. 

Mr# Aa Fa 8TARK: As I understand tin* position, the previous ruling 
on this (piestion hy the late Sjieaker, Sir Muliaminad Azizul Ifacpie, was 
that if you receive notices of twelve adjournniioit motions for one day and 
you admit one of them the rest lapse lor the siiufde reason that you cannot 
c^rry forward atljournment motions from day to day. Otherwise, you can- 
not carry on the normal busincKs of the House. That, I think, was the 
attitude of the last Speaker, Moreover we do not want to biwk the right 
of the Opposition to move adjournment motions on important questions 
when there will be plenty of opportunity to discuss these matters by cut 
motions during the debate on the Budget Demands. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAK^ Adjournmeot motiona will not, however, 
lapae if the urgency of the matter k waived. Of course, these matters can 
otherwise be very well discussed on the floor of the House by either cut 
motions or by short-notice questions and 1 can arrange that the answers to 
such (luestions should be available as quickly as possible. Moreover, in 
the course of the Budget .session, adjournment motions should be discourag- 
ed as far as possible for the simple reason that such matters can very well 
be discussed by means of cut motions in the Budget. In spite of the fact 
that you will get ample opportunities to discuss the matters contained in 
the adjournment motions by resolutions or questions or cut motions I have 
given my consent to one or two motions and I would advise the Opposition 
to confine themselves to these one or tw’o motions. In that view I would 
advise you not to press for all the motions and thus force me to give a ruling 
on this (|ues(ion. My difficulty is that if I have to give my consent to all 
these adjournment motions I will not la* able to carry on the regular 
business of the House from day to day. Ordinarily, the notices are to lapse 
if the motions are not moved on the first day but I have waived the urgency 
of one or two motions and thus given you the opportunity to move one or 
two adjournment motions later on. I hope you will not press me to give 
a ruling. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May 1 be 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I lag to move 

Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: Y ou must yield, Dr. Sunyal, when another 
gentleman is (*ii his legs to reply to the statement of the Deputy Speaker. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It In not a question oi yielding. I 
have yielded once or twice belore. When an adjournment of great 
importance is going to l)e shut out by interruj)tioiis, 1 cannot yield 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. I wanted to move 
an adjournment motion on the constitutional situation that has l>eeu created 
due to the arbitrary interference of the head of the administration with 
ministerial respon nihility as disclosed by the statement of Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee the other day. You have lefirstnl to give >our consent and I ask 
why this consent has been refused. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is not a point or order. I shall be very 
glad if you will come and discuss this matter in my chamber after to-day’s 
sitting or to-morrow. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Khin Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, before Dr. Sanyal 
speaks may I say one wordy Sir, you were pleased to adjourn the meeting 
for Axnr prayer but Asar is not yet up. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I will ascertain from Moulana and from 
tomorrow I will observe tlie exact time. 
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MMUiwi ABUL HA8HIM: (hi a ihmii 4 of onlei, Sii. Art* we to luuler- 
StainI that even thoufrlt tlie |>ra\er lime lu^^ iu>t reached yet. tt>! fo-duy 
we arc to sa\ our .Lsr/r piuxeiN earliei than u.‘<uuly 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ali that i can do i.. that there ^lil he no 
divi>ion hetore o-IO 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Mr. DepuU Speaket. tuth ail the 
t‘ai ne^l ness that I can eoniiiiaiid I he;r to move liial this A>>emhl\ do m»w 
adjourn to di^ots'^ a definite matter ot iiipoit puhlie nupoitama* and of 
recent iH-currenei*. naniel\. the lepres^ioiis earned out in the (‘ontai ami 
Taniluk nuIxIiv i>ioii-> <»! Miduapoie <lntiiet mcjiohn^ the aiif“‘t ot innocent 

''OH", de"tru<tinn (if piiipeltt. hliinili^ t>t leoi-'e'' alol assault" lUi iiieu aiid 
w omen 

Si?. Mi<iua]>oie ha" lieeii diawiu^ cMiisidi*! a ide puhlli' att?‘nti?»n durin^f 
the* ia"t tew ??ioiitli" .no) ha," altead\ la-en veiy nim’li iii tlo* iiiitid.** i»i 
inemlou" oi ihi" llou"** Thi" h.i" been due tn lu<» rtuiM)??"-' -om* th«‘ j^reat 
havot ••?eal4*<l lt\ llo- (Nthou* .iiol tNphoou (tu fjo' Kith aitd ITtli of f fi'tohio* 
last, aioI tile ( iiii"e<(Uent suDennjLT" ot tlo* pe(»ple. and llo* otlo*? and no less 
iiup(*ltaut I" the h.iihaiits praetlsed lhe?e )i\ tin* loeal a^»-ent" ot the (ioxeiU' 
lueiit, the u’^»ia? diaii'- nt law and onie? 'I he ohjeet ot the pieseut motion 
i- f>Timafi]\ tn tlraw the att«-iitniii ot this Ihoise and ot (in\?‘rnmenl to tlo* 
"j'eniid tiiaftet and In "how loiw effective ndiei to tin* ‘^uOtu’ers I" heinjf 
thwaited h\ a calculated po]ic\ of ruthh*s," reprcHHion purnued h\ (lovern* 
ineiit. Sir. in doin^^ so 1 would like to inviti* your attention to the reci*nf 
Hlatement mad#^ 1)\ J)r, SyamapraMol Mookerjee explaining' why he tendeied 
hi" I f‘"i^'nat ion ot the office (d the Viminee Mini?*t»*r. 1 I’annot improve 
upon th?' inimitahle lan^^uap’ with A\ho*h he has iriven e-xpiwsion to the 
an^'uish ol lii" heait. Sir. he stated tliat “the hM-al officers were tfieiiiMelves 
rejjorted to have lir(*ken the fiaso* canons of civilized administration and 
carried on a lelentiess canifiai^'n of refircHsion inespictive f»t the j^uilt of 
the people eonceined, and "hootinj.* of innoi-ent p<‘ople, lootin^f and 
destno’tion ot pro|)erty, insf itratiiiir one communitv u^■ainst tlo* f»th<*r, attacks 
on women were anionjrst the charjres that leaclied us from various indepeioU 
ent "ouiees *’ I)etjiil«xl information was haiohxl over to iis including' lists 
of houses that were raider] arol hnrnt h\ fir urolei the direction of the polio* 
and the niilit.iiv, and further, that “the ealloitsfo^s" of sorio* (d the officials 
wa« unparalleled in tlo* annals of eivilized solminlsiration " “Tlo* lo>rrorft 
of of»pressinn under the liritish r-nh* that Itentral arol Iiolia witne-Hixl diintitr 
the last five months compare ver\- favonrahly with the reports that Brrti*ih 
propa^raiolists eireuljiie about Axis tortures in lands under their m-eupation.” 

Sir. I would not like to u.se any further the F.rijrlish lan^tiap* to einhellisli 
the chartres that Dr. Mookerjee ha.s levelled fftir c’harjireH are that innoeciit 
f)er‘wois have been arrested, their movements from plaec to phoe have lieeii 
restricted without sufficient reason, that the hoUM*s of poor villatf’ers have 
been hurnt. that pisiperfies and houses wer* IcKded indiscriminately, that 
men and w’omen have been a#wuiulted even w’hen they ww waitinir for doles, 
and last hut not the least, that our motherhood has been outraifed and there 
has lieen even mass outrage in certain parts of Midnapore. It is really 
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heart-rending to give an account of all these occurrences, and I would 
merely confine myself to drawing the attention of this House to a few 
typical cases and leave other members who follow me to fill in tlie details. 

Sir, in doing so, I take the fullest responsibility tor what I state, because 
1 am confident that if a proper and impartial enquiry is instituted 1 will 
be in a position to bring home all these charges. 

To start with, I take up the restrictions on movements of pei-sons. It 
is common knowledge that no one was for a long time permitted to go to 
and from (yontai without a permit from the Subdivisional Officer. The 
plea was that there was restriction imposed on account of the necessary 
restriction of buses plying between (’ontai and the railway station. More 
sr), Sir, there was restriction imposed on even ineiiibejs (d this House 
re]U‘esenting tlie constitutuicv, w'ho were not allowed to go to their own 
places (‘ven for the pur|H>se of rendering relief. Sii, it is also (’oinmoii 
knowledge that members of well-known org-anisations [)rimaril\ e(»ncei!i(*d 
w’ith humanitarian activities were not peiinittcd to go there e\en after the 
cyclone and they were not allowed, even when thc_\ were peimitted to 
there, to bring in reports of the happenings and make those rej)orts available 
for the public. 

The second charge is that relating to the ane.^t ol imioeeiit men. I 
will only recount one instance and leave it to the House to j\idge how the 
administration is functioning in this respe<‘t. Dtmiig the last gieat ha\oe 
created by Nature, one unfortunate gentleman who had been an Advocate 
of (hilcutta and who was the President ol union board No. ID. police-station 
Kamnagar, Mr. Trailakya Prodhan lost 21 members of his family including 
hift only son. A few days before that his wife died and he, in order to find 
some solace for liis aggrieved heart, gave himself up entirely to the service 
of suffering humanity in the locality, and he was doing yeoman’s service in 
the eause of relief. This was noted and recorded by high Government 
officials alst). Yet, Sir, when he was actually engaged in giving relief 
he W’as arrested on the 2drd November from the Hindu Mahasabha Camp 
at Pichhabani Relief Centre under sections 56 and dO of the Defence of 
India Rules and he was arrested in the presence of the Special Officer who 
was helping him in the matter of distribution of relief. Sir, I would not 
go into further details. There have been numerous cases of arrest of such 
innocent jiersons and subsequently Government themselves found out their 
mistakes and the people were let off. That proves how innocent persons 
have been arrested indiscriminately. 

Sir, one other gentleman, namely, Sj. Bibhuti Bbusan Roy (^oudhury, 
Zemindar of Balya-Govindapur and President of Pataspur Hindu Mahasabha 
Relief Centre, had to surrender to the Subdivisional Officer, C5ontai, as he 
had been harassed unnecessarily by the police for a long time. He never 
had anything do with the Congress or with any movement of a subversive 
character and yet. Sir, that was his fate. And what -was the degree of 
callousness of officials of that place that we have noticed? There is a 
statement of feabu Sashibbusan Mel of village Durgapur, police-station 
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Oontai, an old man of Chj. whoae account 1 would just draw your attention 
to to find out if there is anybody left here so oruel-heartcd as not to be 
moved by it. This gentleman says: — 

am sixty -three years old. My house is one mile to the south of 
Cental town. On 16th October, 194‘J, Friday, the day of the cyclone, my 
house was comj)letely inundated by fl<H)d. Myself, my wife, my servaftt, 
my nephew in all fifty members tried to save our lives by sitting on two 
chn}(u. We sat there (»n the Hoafing rhaliif from p.m. of Friday to early 
morning ot Saturday (hi our cowshed a mango tree fell uprooted. One 
rhnla by chatK'e was obstnicted by the mango tret‘ Wc were sitting on 
that rhiilit. Subseijiieiit 1\ when I mca'iured tlie heiglH o| the c/utJd from 
the earth I tound that it stood ;i( a height ol 11 cubits Irom the ground, 
(hi Saturday in the evening wc all membets ‘*omchnw reached near (he 
Contai Fourt liv a boat winch was kept sunk li\ a iicighlKmi. (In reaching 
('ontai I eiujuired ot m\ relatives. There I met Sj. Ajit Maiti and his 
Itrothei Digbijoy Maiti, b<tth •<ons of Hui Haliadur Abnnti .Maiti, Pleader 
(tf (\mtai. They informed me that they re<‘eived a definite information 
that ni\ two sons>in-]aw named Hankim Hehari daiia and l.akshmi Narain 
Dinda and m\ youngosi daughter Nalina Sundari, wife of liukshini Narain 
and hi.s little child atoi ni\ graml-<laughtcr Ashru Kuna Debi, daughter of 
Ifankini Hehari duna .ind hei liUHlnind Amulsa Hutan Maiti, all bidonging 
to (lie village Kumarpur, union boani No. lo, poliee-station Contai, werft 
Keen b\ some leliable persons to be floating lor a long lime on the flood water. 

\ illage Kumaipur is als<i adjacent to (hintai town. When 1 was Htarting 
with the boat in search ot close relatives Dwarka Hahn came there and 
hdd me that he cannot permit the boat to be used by me as (his is the order 
td the Subdivisional tifficer. (\intai. I t^ild him that I am in greatest 
difficulty. I promised t<i return the boat when the Suialivisiomil Officer 
• ailed for the same. Dwaika w(»nld not agnu*. Then I ahuig with one 
djlian .Maicap (local mam went upKtairs and saw the Sulnlivisional Officer 
and fervently re(jneKte<l Itini to alh)w iik to use the Unit tu save my relatives. 
Jihan Maicap fell on the feel of the Subdivisional Officer and began to 
cry aloud. Dwarka Babu was also moved by our wailings and he saiil to 
the Sulnlivisional OflScer the Umt (rtaula) which carries fifty maunds weight 
is wanted by us at 8 a m. next morning. We may release the U>at to 
Sashi Bhu.san Mai now. But the SulMlivisionul Officer did not agree. 
Next day at 12 a.m. the boat was sent by the Subdivisional Officer to Junput 
area. Meanwhile Bankim Behari Jana, Lakshrni Narain Dinda, Nalina 
Sundari, her son, Ashru Kana Debi, Amulya Katan Maiti all died an no 
assistanre could be rendered to them though they were fighting with the 
surging waves and they expe<*te<l a Uiat to come to rewue them.'* 

There is another instance of the callousness of officers. On an empiiry 
made by the Subdivisional Officer himself one mililArv offir-er wrote hack. 
When the SuMivisional tffficer wanted an explanation as t4> why a particular 
j^erson who was badly in need of d<des and was waiting for the same wbb 
assaulted the military officer. Lt. Sutherland wnde : “T liave not yet had 
my in.struction to fire on crowds, fi%'e constituting a crowd, so the man waa 
lucky, he got off so lightly.” He was only ‘‘cudgelled**. 
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now lo the third charge that Government oi agents of Govern- 
ment allowed or could not prevent looting of propel tj' and burning ot 
I^ouse^, 1 would invite your attention to the statement ot Babu Bishiiuhari 
Dutt, M.sc., it/J., tochei, Scottish ('hurcb Tollegiate School and paiMime 
lectuier, Scottish (jhurcb College. In his statement he described how on 
two occasions, namely, Idth October and 2nd November, lfi42, his house 
was looted, although he had no connection and none ot his lainil\ had any 
e<»nnection with the Congres> or any subversive movement at all. Among 
the things looted, it is surprising that he had a tew Detence Savings 
Certificates which wcie also looted. That slnnss ho'v\ this gentleman who 
had tried to sa\e something for helping the wai cans(‘ ua^ also not sjiared. 

1 have also stat4*ments tiom two othei gentlemen — one Sj. Kedar Nath 
Maiti of villag-e .Mahabisru lie was an (‘\-Managei ot the -laipiir (hown 
Kst^iU', Bogra. and he gi\es a long aeeouni of Ikjw his house was hM»ted 
and propeit\ taken awa\, his wrjmeii dishonoured ami he was left with no 
other alteinatr.e than to go to the Suhdi\ isi(»mil < ttficei and eomplain. The 
Suhdi\ isional ttfficiM piomised bi emiuire hut even now nothing has hapjieiied. 
The second statement is that of Kalipada Maiti, iKJimeopathic practitioner 
of village Sahitriehak. He also gives a full aceonnt ot how lii‘' fiouse was 
baited and property taken away. 

With legard to the burning ol bouses, I need not g'o into dt*tuils, as 
aoine other menihers will follow me up. 1 will iml\ diavv \our attention 
to the fact that even after the eyelone hoii.ses weie sctui hurning. Some 
tlomble Ministers who went and visited the places actual 1\ tound with their 
own ey(‘s that the houses were still burning, foi whieli tin* responsibility 
was (hat of the ladiee and the military and of nobody else. In Tamluk 
subdivision no les'' than 117 bouses hav<‘ lK*«*n reported to have been burnt; 
in Contai sulxlivision more than l,(M)0 bouses, to be exa<’t l.ttSO. were found 
burnt n|i to tlie end of Deeemlu'r. I do not possi^ss the fignies for what 
liaptM’iied after that. 

But, Sir. what has agitated U'^ ino.st is the assault and outrage on the 
womenfolk Cutrag'e and rape on women has been allowed indiscriminately 
ftir a prt*tt\ long time and it bus eulminuted in wide mass outrages on two 
villages — one in ('bandipnr in Tamink and the other in l^ataspur police- 
atation on two days. I have got with me sigried statements with the names 
and finger prints of all the ladie'j eom'erned, and if any honourable member 
or the MiniNter concerned is in doubt 1 can make a ])resent of them to him 
also. For want of time 1 am only reading out the introductory observations 
to the statements; — 

In this statement the village say that 

nPrm ^ ^rc^TT Wrr 

(gror wfm 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, Order. Your time ie up. 
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Dr# NALINAKiNA 8ANYAL: Sir IM me oonchule. Our first dmand 
!fi that Government should stop all these harharities and save the hononr 
of men and women. Our second demand is that they should hold an indepen- 
dent and impartial enquiry' and punish the offenders adequately. Sir, it 
is not the cry of one in the Opposition merely. It is the cry of oppressed 
Midnapore emanating from the anguishes of outraged motherhood, the cnll 
in the name of humanity, the call in the name of all that we hold sacred 
and dear. 

Sir, I submit that the llon hle Minister will take proper note of this and 
give us an adequate remedy, and will at least hold (Uit sufticient hope that 
he and hi^j Cabinet will make sincere attempts to remedy the jiresent 
situation. 

Bnbu A8HUT08H LAHIRl! Mi Dejuity Sp(*aker. Sir, Midnapore has 
been in the foiefrimt <d the public ey(‘ during tin* last feu niontlis. The 
typhoon that jiassed over it on the Hith of October. and severely 

affe(*ted the subdiviMons of (’ontai and Tamluk, has evoked sympathy from 
all over India and even outside. Kmjuirie.s into tlie situation created by the 
cyclone not mih revealed the sufferings of the jieople due to this natural 
calamity hut alwt brought out the nature and effect of tin* rcjiressive policy 
pursued by the agents of (lovenmient since August last on the plea of putting 
down the political movement in the district. ('oiiHiMiuent on the declaration 
of Civil Disobedience hv the All-India (amgress ('omniittee on the 8th 
August and the steps taken hv (lovernment to m(H*t it, namely, banning of 
the Congress organisations and promulgation of rigorous (»r<iinances, political 
vituation in India underwent a definite change. Midnapon^ was affected by 
the upheaval like father parts of the country. The district laid hi'cn in tho 
past the foremost in all political imivemcnts and bore the brunt of repression 
more than once. What the per»ple and (iovernment did on this occasiem was 
kept beyond the public eye with tlie help of orders and directions completely 
gagging the press. But the cychme fo< ussed the entire public attention of 
India on the district and exposed the tyranny it has suffered. Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee resigned from the Ministry and Midnajiore w'as one of 
the main issuers which compelled him to take this step. In his resignation 
letter to the Governor, which was subsequently )>anned, he severely criticised 
the executive, not sparing His Excellency the GoveTiior himself, for pursuing 
an inhuman policy of repression even after the people liad been struck down 
hv a severe natural calamity. For u time Government seemed to how down 
under the weight of Dr. Mookerjee's charges liut ultimately it made an 
attempt, though feeble, to meet them and set up u defence* us best as it 
could. The Government communique on Midnapore was issued on l)(*c^mber 
0th and in it Government not only denied the charges of oppression on the 
people but attempted to shift the onus on the people fhemselveM. The 
communique states : — 

**Their intention in which for some time they had at least partially 
succeded, was to isolate C'ontai and Tamluk sulalivisions and to elimi- 
nate completely all signs of ordered Government and the administration/ 
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established by Jaw. To that end they had set up and they 4l*e still unfor- 
tunately main tain in^f in areas where authority has not yet^been completely 
restored a regime of intimidation, persecution and extortion directed against 
the representatives of Government and those amongst t)ie inhabitants who 
are, or are suspected to be, in favour of the maintenance of law and order. 
When the cyclone hit Midnapore they had already sucdeeded in interrupting 
road and telegraphic communications and in destroying a number of police- 
stations, post offices, (itber Government buildings and water-borne craft 
and ferries. (Mh(crs ndininistei iiig departments of trovernment within the 
locality liad been detained or evicte<l and in some cases cruelly beaten. 
Subversive elements had contrived to establish as the machi- 
nery of tlieir asemidancy, ciuitres of admiriistiation witli a parody of all tlie 
paraphernalia of onlennl (iov(‘rnment — parallel district organisations, so- 
called (courts and jails, centres tor the training of ‘volunteers’ and a number 
of so-called t lianas.” 

Th(‘se are on tin* whole the allegations of (lovernment against the people 
of the ari'as affected by cyclone It must la^ admitted that it requires an 
impartial enquiry to ascertain tht‘ truth or otlieiwise of these allegations and 
the dinnand for such an enquiry (lovernment has repeatedly rejected 
Even if what (lovernment states i> all tnn*. the question lemains as to 
whether i‘t justifies the measures and methods of nqiression ])iirsued by 
Government on tin* plea ot putting <lown tli»*se distiirban(‘es. sj)t*(‘ially even 
after tin* fateful cyclone of October Hllh. Tt is diftienll to collect all the 
instances of opjiression by the agents of (Tovernment in these areas. The 
police and tin* military have set up a tenee around certain areas into which 
it is not easy to get access. We have, however, eidlected some of the 
instances from authentic sources. They are all verifiinl by persons who have 
bad firsthand experience ot the situation and are directly in contact with 
the people. In ]mrsuing this policy Government agents have gone so far 
as to deny and hamper relief to the affected people. They have indulged 
directly and indirectly in loot, assault, burning of houses, destruction of 
properties and even outrage on women. Thus in Midnapore, if the people 
had violated some laws, the guardians of law and order have themselves 
broken tlie laws they were to enforce, including the laws of humanity. 

The ravages of the typhoon and cyclone of October 16th will be clearly 
realised from the obsevations of the Hoirble Mr. S. K. Basu who, as Mayor 
of Calcutta, had firsthaml knowledge about the Bihar earthquake. He had 
to admit that it was more appalling and ‘‘far more awful than even the 
earth(|uake in Bihar as regards human and animal mortality. ’ An area 
of some i.‘^t)0 sipiare miles was more or less affected. Torrential rains 
preceded the a< tiuil tornado, and reached the volume of a cloud-burst on the 
evening and the night of the Kith October. Kartli tremors are also reported 
to have tieen felt during this time at certain places. The peak of the storm 
was attained between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. of the Kith. 

During the night, when the violence of the storm was at its height, the 
•M rose in the form of a tidal wave and swept across the sea-dykes and 
bunds in gigantic waves which swelled about 16 feet high above the 



highest seawalls, and swept across the villages on the coast line. 
As a result ^undreds of villages were wiped out in one terrible blow 
over an area about 150 square miles. Thousands of cottages had 
already collapse^ before the coming of the tidal wave, the roofs and the 
earthen walU being torn and demolished by the tornado, and j>eople were 
trying to rescue those who had been l)urie<l under the ruins, when the whole 
area was overwhelmed by sea-water. In the areas reaidied by this wave, 
the destruetioh was almost » <»inplete. The only survivors were those who were 
carried along alive and Hoating on the wave and managed to .seeun* 
hold on some high land or to catch hold of tree trunks and tlius dragged them- 
selves to safety. Of the (overwhelmed villages hardly any truce is to be 
found. The sea-dyk(*s and lock^ were sina.sli(*d up. 

On the higher land, destruction t»f houses, cottages, cattle sheds, etc., 
by the force of the storm and the action of tlie continuous torrential down- 
pour. lashed hv tin* velocit\ of the wind was extremely high; it lias been 
found that in flu* coastal belt, i.c., tin* artais afleclcd both loy fbood and the 
cyclone, DM per cent of the huts collapsed and MS per c(‘nt. live-stock had 
be(‘ii waslird .iway A ml in the ar(*a.s wlii(di had b(*eii aftiHlisl only by the 
cyclone. D5 jocr (cnl <»} tin* huts collapsed ami a large* pcr(*entag<‘ of live- 
stock p(‘ri''hcd. Ilaitlly ,i (fee i(‘mains slamling no\\ and 1011 p«*r cent, of 
the crops in tiic coastal b(*lt had been totally d(‘stroye(l, while in the lese 
affected areas then* had b(*en damage to crop to tlie extent of 70 ))(‘r cent, to 
80 per cent. Salt water bearing sand and having ent«*red the rivers, canals 
and waterways through tin* .smashed lo(!kgates and over the s(*a walls, fields 
had been flooded and tanks were partially fill(*d with sand and saturated with 
brine, all fresh water fish being killed. 

The death-roll in ('ontai and Tuniluk subdivisions alone is believed to 
be not less than 40,000. This death-roll is partially due to direct action of 
of the typhoon, and in many instances due to the survivors perishing through 
want of any relief being given before several days had elapsed after the 
occurren(?e. 

The first reaction of Government to this sudden catastrophe was an 
attempt to suppress the gravity of the disaster and the all-powerful Defence 
of India llule.s were utilised for the puriJost5. Kor publishing and 
commenting upon some of the facts the Bengali daily Jinfuntar was 
suppressed. An innocent <|uery by the Ananda Bazar Bafrthj with the 
object of facilitating relief work was o!)j«*cted to. Kven appeals for help 
were witliheld from puhlication. All this was done for alleged military 
reasons — although highly exaggerated accounts of tin* Imvoc w(»re being 
broadcast from Japanese radio stations. This deliberate withholding of 
news from the public did greatly hamper relief organisation and was indeed 
criminal. In spite of attempts of Government, news however slowly began to 
percolate and deputation of local jieople narrated the distress of the people 
to the Ilf^venue Minister and urged him to allow relief organisation to 
work. 

The effect, if not the very object of censoring of news, was U) prevent 
or at least delay relief of the distressed. 
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The official mind wa« so much vitiated by the campaign of repression 
pursued by them during the period preceding the cyclone that they could 
think of notljing else. Even the Governor in his broadcast could not fail to 
take note of this attitude. While referring to the deplorable disorders in the 
very areas where the cyclone had wrouglit havocs, he said “I must make it 
clear that Government consider it their duty, are able, and intend to suppress 
all violence and disorders of this kind." It is now well-known that one 
officer at least, namely, Subdivisional Officer, Tamluk, received warning 
from the Alipore Meteorological Observatory that a storm of great intensity 
was approaching on the morning of the 16th of October, but the public is 
not yet aware of the action taken on this, beyond filing it. 

The conduct, even after the typhoon, was still more shameless. The local 
officers did not care even to supply full information about the havoc but 
continued the repression as before. As to relief measures, their conduct is 
surprising and inexplicable. The Subdivisional Officer, Contai, issued a 
confidential circular on or about the 23rd of October in which he laid down 
the p(dicy of rendering relief as determined by the local officers so far, and 
among other things, drew the particular attention of local officers to the 
fact that "outside relief ((ioviTUinent fu’ others) is not profiosed to be given 
just now". 

The District Magistiute went a step further. He submitleil in writing 
a re])ort to (ioverniiient that relief, whether organised by Govi^rnment or 
by private agency, should be withheld lor a month and thereby peojile 
taught a jiermanent lesson. He also a<ted literally according to this 
policy. In his presence complaints were received that boats were not made 
available on that fateful evening or even later to save the lives of people 
who were perilously resting for a brief while on the roofs of their homes 
that ultimately eidlap.sed. Several gentlemen it is alleged, begged of this 
officer to allow a boat found by them to ply for a couple of hours in order to 
re.seue .some men, women and children lying near the area eoneerned. Thi.s 
n*(juest was rejected and the men who had used the boat w'ere threatened. 
Later on, all the people whom these gentlemen wanted to rescue, were 
washed away, never to he found again. 

Any attempt (o carry relief was resented and relief workers were molested 
and turned out. Some of the workers of tlie Marwari Relief Society, 
though they produced their credentials, found themselves in jail under tlie 
Defence of India Rules. 

It w’as at this stage, when the Ministers were convinced from volume of 
information received from various independent sources that the situation in 
Midnapore after (he typhoon must have been extremely grave, they decided 
to visit the areas and three of them, Dr. Syainaprasad Mookerjee, Mr. 
Pramatha Nath Ranerjee and the Nawnih Bahadur of Dacca, went there on 
the 29th October, 1942. They found that after the cyclone, curfew orders 
were continuing even in areas w'here people offered every co-f)peration, trans> 
port facilities and movements were extremely restricted, and the affected 
areas were still to l>e surveyed. Of the surviving milch cows a good many 
were snatched away from private houses under the Defence of India Rules 
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hr the police and the military for the pnr|mse of feeding? the troopa. The 
’•elief measures adopted by the local officers were utterly inadequate while 
bona fide private relief w'orkers from Calcutta, were arrested and imprisoned 
under the. Defence of India Rules. 

The Ministers were told that politiral agitation was still in progress in 
some parts of Midnaporc. But their actual experience was otherwise and 
they found from their interview' with Midnaporc leaders who were in jail and 
outside that a little tact, foresight and sympathy on the part of local officers 
could rouse the wh«de of Midnapnn* to work w h(delu‘urtedly with (loveru- 
ment for giving relief. 

The officers on the Contrary continue<l their repression unabated and 
burnt five b^)U^e^ in one \illage, Babupur in union No. 1 under Sutabata 
oolice-station in Tamiuk on tlie very date of typho(»n. and carried on a policy 
of n^prisal with the same .•mount of vigour till as late as the middle of 
January, DMJ. 

The .Mini'^teis <‘ame hark after their inspec'tion and made arrangcumuitH 
lor puhlieation (d news A ( iovernmeiit e(»mmuni(jue was f(»r the first iimt> 
puf)lislied on November J. hut e\eti then it diri m»t (‘(»ntain much 

detailed inl(Uiiiatioii as to lia\o( <*aus»*d and the amount of loss of human 
lives, llinugli about tliree wet-ks had elapsed after tli(‘ ocrurreiiee. 

Kveit .itfei the M iiii'-hT" came ba<k fully satisfied that many thousands 
of person, s were killed, am! a tew lacs had been deprived of llndr homes, 
Dossession^ .iiid m♦‘an^ of lixelilniod, < iov(‘i nim'iil could not formulate a defi- 
nite p(»hcy in regard to Midnaporc hotfr in respect of ridifd mmisures and 
political situation. Tlictc were alleged to lia\c Irccn sharp difft^renceB 
hetween 11 is Kxccllcncy .ind the permanent officdals on tin* one hand and 
the Ministry on the other Dr. S. 1* M»»okerjee. Finance Minister, resigned 
his office on the Ifith of November, in utter (li.sgusf. 

On the 17th Novembei, Sir John Herbert, (»ovr*rn(ir of Bengal, gave a 
broadcast talk from the ('ab uita Station of All-India Radio. After describ- 
ing Hie liarrowing details whi<b be .saw from bis aerial survey a few days 
ago, be apjiealed to “every man ami woman of goodwill, irrespective of race, 
politics or religion, to join (irtvernment in this good w'ork ; urn! they may 
rest a.s.sured that (lovernment will a.ssist and co-ordinate their charitable 
efforts in every way”. The next evening the Revenue Minister, the 
Hon’ble Mr, 1\ N. Bauer jee, offered grateful thanks to the people of this 
province for not being “slow to respond to the call of humanity”. 
Referring to the que.stion of political tension in some parts of the affected 
area, Mr, Banerjee concluded: ”I feel very strongly that in the abnormal 
situation created by the ravages of nature, all political controversies should 
be forgotten. I am hoping that one thought, namely, the relief of the 
distressed and suffering humanity will be the dominant idea in the mind 
of every lover of humanity, irrespective of differences in politics, irrespec- 
tive of differences of caste, creed and colour. The task of reconstruction 
is heavy. The claims of humanity tranwend the bounds of political, social 
or economic difference.” 



70 


w JH-Xiii X jja-vfxxv/x^- 


I^XVAU A. 


It was thus expected that the policy of the relief operations of the 
Govenimcnt in Midnapore would be shaped after what His Excellency the 
Governor and his Ilevenue Minisler had talked to the people on the radio. 
But the expectations of the nr^n-otficial relief organisations were soon belied. 
While the head of the Bengal Government was outwardly appealing for 
laying aside all political controversies, the agents of the Government in 
Midnapore found in the distre/ss of the people a splendid opportunity to 
wreak vengence on tlie ‘‘rebels”. Their record would put to shame any 
tyrant in tin* Wf)rld and compare most favourably with the reports of the 
Axis opprcHsionh sent to us by Allied news agencies. 

(At this Mfag«^ the membei having reached the time limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. P, BANERJI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the history of repression 
in Midnapore is not a new liistory. It is the repetition of the history of 
l!h‘ll when similar inotion.s were brought before this House and similar 
incidenis of rap(‘. arson, looting, etc., were brought before this House when 
we ]>rotested nicest vehemently against tlie ex(‘e8ses committed by the local 
oflicials in Midnapore which culminated in the murder of Peddie, Douglas 
and Burge 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 would ask yi.u. Mr. Banerji. to confine 
yourself to the subject-matter now before the House and not refer to past 
history, 

Mr. P. BANERJI: All right, Sir. 

I will now refer to the oppressions in Contai and Tamluk subdivisions 
from August 9th, 1942, to 2tith January, 194d. In Pataspur thana, three 
were shot dead, 9 were wounded by bullets, (ib women were raped and 
assaulted. •I,d09 were arrested, 84 w'ere lodged in jails or released on bail, 
11 w'ere convicted, 859 were l(M>ted by police, 102 were looted by hooligans 
incited by police, there w'us damage by looting to the extent of Rs. 42,148, 
total damage was valued at Rs. 79,254; the number of householders whose 
houses were burnt by the military and the police w'ere 104 and the number 
of persons assaulted by lathts were 3,609. 

In Ramnagar j)olice-station, 9 w’ere shot dead, 24 were wounded by 
bullets, 8 women wt‘re raped ami assaulted, 85 W’ere arrested. 14 were lodged 
in jail or releaseti on bail, 11 were convicted, 211 persons were looted by 
the police, 6 persons were looted by the hooligans. Rs. 43,653 worth of 
proi>erty was looted, Rs. l.!»5.490 worth of pniperty was damaged hy 
burning, total damage wa> worth Rs. 2,39,143. The number of house- 
holders whose liouses were burnt was 313. Number of persons assaulted 
by was 73 and the number of persons appointed as special constables 

was 51). 

In Khedgree police-station, rape and assault on women numbered 12, 
number of persons lodged in jail was 82. looted by police 66, damage by 
looting Rs. 15,9*26, damage by burning Rs. 26,853, total damage Rs. 42,779, 
householders whose houses have been burnt numbered 20, assaulted by 
lathis 192. 
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In Egra police-station, shot dead *2. wounded by bullets 1, rape and 
assault on women 17. arrested 213, in jail ha jot 82, looted by police 232, 
looted by hooligans 22. damage by looting Rs. 49,117, damaged by burning 
Rs. 77,llo, total damage Rs. 1,2<),232, hou-ieliolders whose houses have 
been burnt 142, assaulted by lathi.s ‘117, appointed special constables 15, 

In Rhagaban])ore police-^'totion . >lnu dead Iti. wounded by bullets 8«1, 
rape and assault on woimui 2lt. arrested 2.111. looted by pidice 353, damage 
b> looting Rs. 3(i.472. damage b\ burning Rs. 31.785. total damage 
Rs. (>8,257, householders wlio^e Iioum*'. Imvo been burnt 49, wounded by 
lath IS 755, special constables 398. 

in Contai poli<e-station, shot dead 7. wounded by bullets 1(>, rape and 
assault on women (i. arrested 1,537, in jail hajat or released on bail 89, 
looted by police 131, looted by hooligans at the instance of the police 54, 
householders whose bouses have been burnt 4')2. wounded by Jatfns 310. 

Whenever a house i’^ raided police illegally detains the houseliolders 
sometimes from moniiug till late at night, assaults them all and in many 
ca*‘e*' by oial ordeis ]i(*ople are compelled to be pieseiit in tbanas once every 
da\ oi cmce in three days and sometime'' once in s(‘ven ilays. 33ie detained 
men are abiis(‘d tilthily and assaulted meicib‘ssl\ in tbana hnjai and in all 
pla^e" ot detention. 

Now. Sir, Mi. liaiiiri lias gi\cn a detaib'd account ol bow ndief im^aHureft 
have been obstriKted. I will give some case-* of o])pr»*ssion and illustrate 
how lepression is ])eiiig carried on there. 

Sir, those cases that have been mentioneil aie nothing as compared with 
the acts of oppression and rejuession <ommitted by (lovernmeni officers and 
the militar>. Harrowing tales of loot and destruction of j>roperties of the 
civil poj)ulati(>n and outrage on women in various villages were reaching the 
various relief centres. Sometimes they < arried on depredation on imlividuul 
families while on other occasions, these military peojile surrounded the entire 
village, forcibly removed menfolk undei arrest and detained them, while 
some of them entered into tlie houses of these people, committed outrage on 
women, on a mas^ scale, destroyed the belongings and decamped wdth cash 
and other vuluubles. Even properties of families of retired (lovernmeiit 
aervunts were not safe and their ladies were not exempted from being roughly 
handled and molested, and their l>eloiigings destro\ed and looted. 

The most woeful and biirniliating stor\ ot rape and outrage of modesty 
on (>5 ladies committed betw(H‘n ibe 25tb November, 1!142, and the 22nd 
Januarv. 194-1, within the jurisdntion ot Ibitaspur police-station haa 
reached us from flifferent indepemlent -'ource-^. Some of these cascH are 
blood-curdling. In four cases, four militarv men raped one unfortunate 
w'oman successively while in tliree ca^es, two and in two cast's, three. The 
wife of a gentleman gave birth to a son onlv a fortnight before she was 
forcibly ravished by four men. Her condition is reported to Iw* extremely 
precarious. The case of another lady is still more serious. Military men 
committed rape on her although she implored them piteously to leave her 
as she had given birth to a child only six days ago. Concealing oneself 
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under water in a tank was no protection against the most dastardly crimes 
committed by these men. One lady was dragged up from the tank and 
criminally assaulted. Even minors of thirteen years of age were not left 
out. Some soldiers from the Protapdighi camp compelled one girl, aged 
13, to lie down at the point of their bayonets and committed rape on her. 
She got severe wounds and there was haemorrage. Rape was committed on 
another lady of the Scheduled (’aste and as she attempted to offer some 
resistance she was stabbed at the thigh and left uncared for. 

Incidents in certain villages in Mahisadul i)()li(*e-station were still more 
barbarous and cowardly. It is rejMirted that about one hundred and fifty 
soldiers surrounded in the morning on the !ith January, 1943, the villages 
of Masuria, <d»awk-(lazipiir, (’handipur and Lakhya in union No. 11. 
These sfddiers divided themselves into various groups and posted at 
different points on the main road leading to different villages as also in 
hushes near about. J [ie\ then carried on searching eiujuiries into individual 
houses, forcibly removed the menfolk between the ages of 10 and SO under 
arrest and detained them at vaiious places till afttuiioon, Jt is also reported 
that these detained persons were severely b(*aten and some were rendered 
senscdess. Meanwhile of these re-entered the houses of these villages 

ancf committed rape and outrage on thirteen women, of wliom one subse- 
(|Uently su(‘cunibed as a r(*sult of successive rajie on her b^ three soldiers. 
Dr. S_>amaprasad Mookerjee wrote to the (’hief Minister almost immediately 
after this incident and the public is waiting to know what has been the fate 
of any en(|uirN that might have been made into the allegation. 

Mat tins have, of late, gone >0 tar that the Subdivisional Officer of Contai 
had to address on the 18th danuary, ItOJ. a letter to Captain Acton, in 
eharg<« of Military there, comjilaining against all these “indiscriminate 
looting”. He wrote as follows; 

“(Vplttin Acton, 

.... It appears that the stddiers w'ere looting indiscriminately without any 
officer, civil or militar\. One «d‘ the applicant^ happens to he a Oovem- 
ment servant. 1 liope yon will take necessary action into the matter. 1 
hear a lot of complaints from ]*rutapdighi side~in this particular case it 
seem.s that some privates trom IVatapdighi came to Egra and created all 
these troubles. I shall be obliged if \ou can help these gentlemen and put 
a permanent stop to all the.se. Needle.ss to sa.\ that a lot of good work 
done by the military ami police is lost through activities now alleged 
18-1.48.” 

1 he most .surprising tact about these military men is that the Civil 
Officer, be he a member of tbe “steel frame” civil service or not, appears 
to have no voiee over tbe bigbbaniledness of tbe military. One Avimunya. 
a famine-stricken man. went to the khas mahal office centre, Contai, for 
doles. Adjacent to this khas mahal office, there is a barrack accommodating 
some military men. The poor fellow was severely assaulted with cane and 
was also threatened to be shot. He approached a local pleader who placed 
his case before the Sulxlivisional Officer. The Subdivisional OflScer wanted 
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an explauatioii troiii the inilitan |>ei»ple a> to \\}i\ tlio man who was bwlly 
in need of doles was assaulted. One Lt. Southerland gave a reply to the 
Subdivisional Oliieer’s letter and this reph was e\treniel\ arrogant and 
insolent. He wrote — 

“The individual eoneerned was m\solt. The Indian iit (juestion was 
loitering around our billet M\ sergeant (idd him lo niovo otV hut he did 
not. Even when the cudgel was used on him. he nnoed oft sl()wl\. I have 
not yet had ni\ iiistimdion to hre on rrowds. five eoiistitutinj.; a crowd. 
So this man was hick\. he got off so liirhtK 

This was after the c\idone! 

A Sjiecial Magistrate was also in charge ol ndiel in a cmtain an‘a in the 
Pontai subdivision, was disgusted with the nature ot work that he was 
asked to do at night and he wiote to the Subdivisional Office] «d Pontai 
that either lie should he asked to do reliet in the da\ tinn* or his duties might 
he confined to raids alon«» with the mili(ar\ at night, lie thoiiglif Dial the 
distribution of relief in the da\ tiim* was iiiconsist(‘nl with raids at night 
in the houses where h(‘ distrihnted doh'^ m the da\ turn* Tin* Subdivisional 
Officer, (hiiitai, wrote in T(*]>1\. “You should do hoth tin* things The 
disfrihiition of relief in the da\ time is not ineonsistt*rit with raids at night”. 
In fact, it is clear that before the c\ clone, the pidicN ol the local adiiiinis- 
tration was “]{aid and hnin tin* hnns(‘s (o demoralise tin* p(*o)de”, while the 
polic\ after the c\<*lone in scmn* places was “Kaid and rapt* tin* women to 
bring in theii demoralisation and disgiaco”. A largt* nniiiht*! t>f tlie women 
who have h<*en raped in tin* Pataspui ait'a ha\e appli<‘d to Bengal Ih'ovincial 
Hindu Maliasahlia to arrangt* tor then jnn iticatioii according to Hindu 
shfijtf ras . 

Now, Sir, in (‘oiicIumoii. I must .^ay that the instances that have been 
referred to above are all from aulhenfie sources ami verified h\ perstms who 
are directly in contact with tin* people Our demand is that the Brovineial 
Government must set uj) a judicial einjuirv into these e.\c(*sses and the 
military authorities must set* that those soldiers who liave he(*n guilty of 
such excesses do not escajie jninishnn*nt. 

In a recent debate on the “Jhe.sent sil nation” in tin* (a*iitrHl AsM'iiifbly 
Session, the HoiPhle, Mr. Afic\ and the Hon’hle Sir Sulfan Ahmed gave 
assurances on behalf of (/overnment flial “if complaints of excess on the 
part of police or the military, while quelling the fiisturhance.s, were made 
to the Provincial (lovernment, they would rn»t fail to eon.sider and redress 
them”. Sir Sultan is reported to have iurthei said ou the 24th Septeinfajr, 
1942, “Government do not suggest that there may not have been eases 
when, itt a serious disturbance siieh as this, tfiere ma\ not have been some 
excessive force used or innocent persons have not suffered. If there 
have been such cases which are authenticated, the attention of the Army 
Department and the Provincial Government will be drs^w^n to them, ao 
that they may try to see that those who have been guilty of such excessei 
do not escape punishment.*’ 
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“The military authorities are exceedingly jealous of their reputation 
and the reputation of their H)ldiers ami I have no d(»ubt that once a case of 
unjustifiable shooting is brought to their mitice. the\ are sure to take a» tioa 
themselves/’ 

The A(l(liti(Uial Secretai> to the (|<»vernn)ent nf Bengal is however 
reported to have wTitten on the lIMlt .lanuary, ll4*i, in reply to the letter, 
containing all these allegation*^, (*t the (general Secretary of one of 
these relief organisations that “Rape is a cognisable offence, and the 
police and the courts are available to the persons who have any complaints 
to make in regard to such offences/' Would be liave dared send a reply 
like this if the victims were wliite women 

It appears from the repl\ (d this officer that he is completely ignorant 
of the fact that in these cases, panic-stricken people are afraid of giving full 
information unless they are guaranteed protection and immunity from 
further oppressifui and torture. Theie have been cases where thana officers' 
refused to record complaints ot this < liaracter. Besides, even if these people 
are bold enough to lodge a rcgulai ((unplaint in court, there is the great 
difficulty in identifying the actual culprits by tlie simple village women- 
folk from amongst a large numbei <*1 soldiers who appear to he similar in 
their appearance. Moreover, tins otiieei sliould ha\e noted the patent tact 
that in these <*aseH the ofl'eiice was (ommitted b> tlic agents of tfovernmenl 
and therefore to lodge iniormatioii against them would be wt»rse tiiaii 
useless, (yomplete protection mii‘'t be assured if an> erupiirv is at all goin^ 
to succeed. 

What is needed at once is a ((Uiiplete levcrsal ot the present administia- 
tive policy of repression, removal ol officers who have been responsible tor 
this and its substitution by one of tact and s\inpatli\. Tbe administrators 
should feel that the situation ha'^ been rendered far more difficult b\ tlie 
abnormal conditions created b\ wai. This calls foi- goodwill and states- 
manship on their part and a taUe s^mi-c ot prestige slumld not stand in the 
way in bringing out the truth h(»wever harsh, and meting out justice 
however uncompromising. 

Now, Sir, time is very short and 1 can only appeal to Government that 
if a committee of enquiry is to he formed at all it wshould be done imme- 
diately. The Ministry .should ntu support these irresponsible acts on the 
part of their officers. , 

There is one other thing that I wamld like to mention. By tendering 
resignatitm Dr. Syarnaprasad Mookerjee has demonstrated before the public 
that the Ministry are quite helpless in the matter, but so long when Sir 
NaKimuddin was in pow’er we noticed that they always supported the wrong 
action (d Government officers and took upon themselves the full 
responsibility. 1 hope that good counsel will prevail with the present 
Ministry and they wdll take suitable action in the matter. 

Blbu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

^?mi istvnr tfW 

jTrt'w w’tt W'lMTfnr TOra Kft BWt? iTHt? S’OlR'S 
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t+lWWri wfiw Blvfir ■frttttpiiT 

yaiMt»niOT TOOT Jrw cw«iTO »ftf555i 'jfif TOOT ?c«fT c^Ml yw ct 

isTTO 'Q fes ^ (?r ftar ^‘sn (?m ^jpfro to<< tNt 

^mnr tS »OT i f%f^ fkar ?i ’rar jr: ^ fkw? c5tr< (?ns >ant^«i 

'Sit ®>wtffis (.^(‘it.it^'i I OTt? ?pj ^ trprfro. wflifts ’<n 'a t fTO ' t 

siOT "tiMiprfr ysitOTmr SR >1?^ c OTi f^ i H ’flf? cror ftmw 

*T^OT ^IS*! S*R a COT1r?t*f (R flft ^ifOTHpl Jl^t Cf ffel 

SwtSs OT fss?f JTST f^rfys c»f '<ifsiRt'5t f5r«fn fV st 

tpt't ^OT >^fr* Toot 5»r I stvR othottr 'OT ( .'fHi i P i fH 

»fff?r CTW I 'OT & COTTf%*R »nlPil COTf fJOTR fsfjl (R ><1 c^ltOTR C^l OT 

S*R OTr^ ^ ftvtn (ysK^ SToti OT cn flflR ^lOT I CT nfir* 

OTR ^ I Its >Nt Stfe’R TOOT OT W TotI^ OTOT VfSOT Tif® ^OT lOft 
^PIOTT? »OT COTR 5>^ '"JOTR cOTRfecOT SOT STSIOT OT1%OT (R 

9OT OT=I CROT I OTR nr STOR ■TTRItprR ^rRT»tt»mCOT iWff*fS OT« 
rTottiot sot otto (R&m riR c'm i stor "fmitpiR othotiott <iiot 
fro. fit, vilTiT fjpj OTR OTRIR 'OTOT‘tl OTR Ir, iflilR fVj RSR 

OTrR SCHR OTts OTR fR Rl SR OTSTt’tOTJ OTH Ir I '-IS *t fkRRR StfttR 
'-rS‘t''cRC‘^R OT^ C'OTF TOOT rTOT'S^R TO fOTf^ CR R«fl TOl FCRIR SI OTPR 
yRtRlRTlOT TOOTR ’TOT' I STOR OTtr^tlRIR 'OTTTS RIOT RCW >r]R; fROT 

f^OT r^rr 5chr ? ir rcotot cr crfR^’jiR CR “sRi OT®'i s'nicsj OT Rtfro 
C^iOTOT RfVPiRtOT^R , fifl toot RfsRgRlR TO fOTfsri RRl SOR!? CR CRRIRROT 
'RTr^RIRIOT cot cot R1 I CROTOT — CRt CRTr^'-JOT RfOT^ftCRR TOItRr 
OT‘ t CROTR RRIRRCR J]R' RCRIRTO TrIrR (T^SRl ROTOT nr fR I TO fRRfSCS laOTj 
RRl rCTO CR CRf^THCRR R’CyR RoT, R'CyTRR RRl CRTO CRtCR Rfsfns 
RICtpi CRf^OTRT^ OTTrtTR SRT •'.fS‘t'CR‘t CRRtCR fil^ 'y|R!r*t 

'ifRBtfRS OTCS »tURR (R I ''tS‘t'CRC‘tR RC*)K ♦IIrrIcR 'OTSfTOSl OTl RTTi CRR1 
R1% *ttTt« ’ffilRfCR OTfCRl ROTOT nt fR I Rlt ROTROT R9 fRRiSCS IJOT 
COTRIOT ■TO it fsCRRR Stf^R I OTCR CR Rt^ stfRCTOP SIOT 5C«tf'»tfRIW 
OT Sot RfiRS^ RSR COTR RRCRR fOT "RlfR sffR R1 CR CROTOT RTOTtt OT OTlRI 
’RIT RSit (Rt^l I CR fRROT RW fRRf^ TOR'CR't TOTS "RSsICR JR: R|OT 
RCW RTOlfl TMSViW'J 'OTRR RRR'R TO R %RR . OT TOtRR fOT StfR R1 I CRfRROT 

js* frofSTS "Rtfro? R«n trsfOT cRfR^'jcfl rtoi^i Srhsi ior; 

OT^sRSI . S1OT OTotSI 'SRI RC^ IRfR SfC"R SRCRRIR 'TO‘i »ffROTR T«t1t COTRl 
OTl ICRftjT I OTC^ SlRt SOTrrtCR Rftsg^ ROTR »tfR R1 fOT RCR TO, 
CRf»ROT ^ %f^ j l CRRt JjOTR RR^ SWf? RWl’tlRTt? CR '«(fSCRl‘*f <4tRCtR 
OT R^< I R^RlR RflRg^ 4t fOTt^ OTOT f^ COTR Ni Rwts CRRICRR 

^rtroi SI CTOOT OTi Rtf'! I R^RIR RfTO8^ R^CR OT CR •HOT-fOTt?l RRRn 
• CRRI fOTC?5 <aR flRftRI ilCRR TOCS OT, 4t RRRTIR ’Pl<tR 'jtCTO R'tS OT I 
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Wt f^c^. f|c^, 

f5rf^ (Tmtfim ^triP? ^ 4^: ’fs-’Tot’fft. fePr ^ur^rc^, 

<71 ^srf%?Tit‘5t S’tTff^ 

^(Ftctnr ^ 7ir:v Tfjrfv ;t) 9ftr^ <ri*5ft^ 

^p^w^ rr:^, >pr? ^3^^ f^ rc^r 1 ^ 

: '*1^ c^r ii^ tpt? 

?T^ ^1 rc?rc^. ii^ rr^F;^ \ ^ - 4 ^« 

^8^ 3rr^^ :nrm Upper House^i) %f3 .i}^* rTT^'S 

<!l^*fl C^ relief work 3t5T3lR Ft^l^ ’Tt^ due to 

political unrest (TT^ftT^ ^ir^n JTT 

^<nn rnfM. ^ii^* wn fe?T, 

5p^Frfl7T^=T 0^ fe?T 3n 

TO <4 5 t^Tt 73 I 

(TfN C^«rr^ R f^. ^pyjT f^r^ <n^’?-5Tr5^ ^.3> ^ 77,-fii 1 TO 

frwtprti> ^c^^<rmi ?rt»nr3 ^rlt Tto^i -m^tprt^* 

Ot * 5 tfe 77 rM 315 T TO C^R C^'S^I 

pRl ^tpT ^1 , «ij ‘fd^rs n=r^-f^fr 1 31?-^ suj)pleinentar>' 

questions ^ answerHiJ? ??:4fT’3 JTSffs '^J.^ ^‘3^1 ^ I (Jovemm(*nt commu- 

niqueC3 ^ <?t, -313^1511^ TOt relief work 

^ I TOrtTTT ;?Ti. TOTfr ^- 

^ rnife?r l fV"? ^rt*r?T15T Upi)er House^ij ot f^^f3 3r? 

a ^ ^ R C'tr:^ I ^ N^ ^T^3R 31 to r,?r to commu- 

nioation T-Ol C'JC^. ^.3C5^ C'IT:^. ^^tTOCR C^f^T ’SfirTt^ rTy-ro 

TO*^ R f^ : 6^ TtoR 3tto ^ ^PirR Vt^* fRf3r3 ^'^1 C^. 

’3^3Tt^UR TO^ ^WtrUR TO?1 R f^, 3TOT ■3»3n- 

cRt^rtr TO’f^T R f^. TOt^ TOf^. drf^r- 

lU*? TOto I '®«f 31 ^^ ^ ^ era cd^i ■3(13 fTri^ 

CTO^T. ^R?733 ’flf^ ^ I ^ ^ TOT — ^TOW^T frSJ 

wt:^ tSto ‘Jtfe : e^rro ^z< vi) 3 ^f% ^ 

'^itTO^f c^ ^'iJ^ ^ w.^17^ toi cq? to tf»r=r 

<11? TO C’tlTn ^S'C*f 31 to I Tift TO5?hr ?pvf^'«f TOTMT^^ W31 CTO 
CTtR I >s>o*f 3 lf%TO ^fiffcs TO eTOR to ’^iT TO ft 1 
f3ft cTi^mi toR suto. 3R cT«n Rt I to to 3tto ^tro 
\^ cTO 'ijT^ 3TOtTO (Tfft^R ^tlJrR rato I ^ ^rrm cr^ cro 
VrrOT ft 3ito r ^^ci 3tto to cto ”^to ?ft 

fttiR n¥TO ?r? TO’c^r tor toto to^i froto. TOt# ftj to 1 

ibR*c 5 T ^ttm ^ ^itto ^ TOn cTT fro to ft, Ttoro ^ 
ft, ^toro, tR tor cto ?T 5 ft, T^FtfRi CTO ^ ft? 3ifr totoot ^ 
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^r<fT 7r«fWf«rifr s swis jisoi i 

?r ;5 4f^i co wt? ’t'c’t c^. muj oo sr^csit^ ycsn 

ibo uwnr •^’trfirj ^9 jrc’i c^. ^ ^’n sx? csi^i. (TMtc^ ^nfl jnw 

'4tC'5f eves in c^pr * fV c^ asSi 'qft'tf ! fiff%- 

?fW ^ilL'S I (TTP C^, f% C^5T? (laughter and cheers) 

fldw fro o?*w^ 5n I BWPf ■fiw?pn» y:»ti*ti?Tnr '^fv 

9«c?H. fV^ cTTit Ef? SI I fijfira (Ti fiR Jift fsirw 1 

C>pr 4T9 4 ^ =n ? '5t? fV account raid4 ^ (RtV 

’tRi C^, raid4 sfW PtW ^ 4>r Rflf 4> 

lyeiv fes? 43 ^ 4^1 ^nr c^, soioo tw? evt^ 5ix?i c‘Pi, cspi 

ciH, ’rsTvfst? 4rai f^rnl! «iwi »rr^3 «m 4?! ^n c^r? sfaw 

RSTItH ? m ’Stt ^ . ('ontai47 (R 31 9^C4 'S 53UV PTJ PR I 

RlPr iR’ffiR %7f5 I Contai49 Subdivisional 0fficer41f (R ’tttlRl 31 RIR’r 
g^TR I 'iifir %E nr? 5 ljUt I cv9 Contai4 n»R ic »if (Se ren wn 4cn stfror 
fsTR ?T? 3 «R cnstRnff? 4 wn ?tfl ntrm Rnft nnfefenntn RfjpiTiR? •nim 
#lxE »f !:3 nxnn cn "nur? ' cnt^i nttP 4t?i Rfi:^. cngi (MS vi'n. c^ c*tm 'vevw 
cnt^T JlEtc* 1 ” 3«in's cnt» ^nt5 ?t,csr tfin ^WftEn 1 Rnfl ?f? ntiRf^ltEV 
RtR! Ef^ Eft '^ntn (T^jp <tt4Ri 3^1? ?f? R>p <ffsiii c'-tnm, cstWiRt st’f 
nfimrn RR um r'si. Ri?i r’n nt 1 -nnft ntJ’ft Rmc? ncnfknn cn enfr 
4nnRl C^?-! nfv -SIR?! rvf^ 3rr'lRT C*t (RtCiF? RR?! 4tEfC3 »fI?3R I 
(Trif] 5fsR ?tf3r3 ■^«?1R ??. Rni ^x i?R nn?. ij^wr ft?lcnlc4 

C'ontai 4 ? nrfeftnRn ■srfjpTR *Rn ft^^R'alR cn? r-jTt? ?ir 
=fC?fk5R I 

(A VOICE — “S. Sen. I.C.S.") 

Rtft 311R fV^i n-Rf^, nrmi 4»R n??t|t cntifR r?? ?ncsR, 
'ni, 4«R enr^R m m,’ r^K riX'^ r’c3i 31 ’ ^tRRnRcnn 1 rrt? nt^n. ^R 
(RcnaRR *t*f? ntnen iJR^* r^ ’piR? nincn 1 cnntR? an cm mi cm. 1 nfn- 
nen? nRR crev n ^ mes mrew ts i 4R 4Rgi yR dv rev cm 1 
RRP hi? f%RRif ften 3nn5 n3 ts j'senr »fc 3 Rtc?, ;n'c« ennm 1m 
vtsw m m, n^, fM ntR^i 4^ rp?i ennten erevipj 

31? nc? ftftR I Rt»Rf?l ??3 RCnr? »tRR R c? ntfe»fRi? ^ ^ 
4 ?; 3nRCR SOO fgnSORI f^, damaged rem 'JR ^R1 >OlPl 1 4^1 n?Rlff •(?? | 
^<cn'g. fnxR flRT? rr:s>>i, tpn ntn fm "fim Rc?csn cn cnnRRi? 'jfi, 
ntm, ^ nn^ rem 1 3fr’Rr iPSnsRrR? »jtiiwJHi'4i ri?s c?c^n i 
IRR Rfft »E3l? nCR sPlCE ntf?’ cn R1» «R73 ai6 9t? C?*n tut)ewell eVitd 
^RtRn r? ft 4 ?; 43*17 Rnt3 1 rr rrri ensti? cnmxn cnsfi ftrin:^ 31? brt 
ft?) err ft*h'«? local ofiScers?! 1 Rt?n ennten ?cn nro 
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^ I officereOT *ftftT \5!CK^^ ^ I 

(TT PTft^ ‘'ffirNr ^ I 4 ^ U? local officers?! 

^tC*f? dt^ ^ ^ officers?! '^tC*f? order carry out 

?n:?R ^1 ^ 7? €t?l tpptdr C? ^ C? local officer?! ?t?T 

??, dHIC^ ‘‘ttf? ^1 ^ ?! ?^ ??1 ?t^^ ?! 

C? local officers?! Ar^ercH? ?Tfio -oissHM? MPic^cfe?, 'STCT!. 

m TOC^, ?T?C^J, 'il?: ?t?? ?t?l ^5TC?? 

C?? f? I C«il^|oi C?t? ??r? ?! I ?lft?! (7T ?*15?T ^^1?* 

ifTfirw ^Itr?? ?! I c? 3 ^’^il^l? c? "'s? 

c?? ^/t ?? I ^F%tft?l '®f?t^tu?? ■pPl 

C?^ ^bRM? ^’r? ; 4lU4ft tffe??:?? tpt? mt?! f? I 

f?f%^ ^ c?3?l ^C? -z;!? ’i*!"!??? ^! fV?v? 

I c?^lTc? ^®rtr?t5?! wcb I ^$t?! ?ir??t? ^?ci>, ?^ ?t^, 'v^lcv? 

<lt?7 ?t^, ^5k*f? ?tS ?tS <?Ftr? I ?ti?! ^ttfi (Tm ?® 

C? Enquiry Committee C? f^ (?i f^ >if ^7 

(Tf?t? «ft?nd ?!, C? VC?, C? '^C?^ document ?^ r'c? ?tC? ; C??* 

??1 ^ ?^ '?C?^ Enquiry Committee ???t? ?? ^5C«Tt?f 

C?FtC? R? ?tc? VC? '3C?? WS ?t^ ; ^? "^Ptvt? ??T ’3T?l 

?^tC5[ ^5tC?? R? '?fec?1'5t C-JlC^ I 

(The member haviiif? reiu’hed the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, within the 
time, the limited time at our di'^pc^al, it is liardlv pijssible tor me to 
narrate in detail the tra^:ie events «d Midnapore. I shall just attempt, Sir, 
ti) j^ive as l)rieti> as possible a jneture ot the backj^round of the Midnapore 
situation. The House should recall that long before the civil disobedience 
movement had started last year, we had the denial polic\ enforced iu many 
parts of Hengal, So far as Midnapore was concerned, the policy of 
forcible removal of boats and other conveyances, specially bicycles, went on 
unabated. The fact remains that nearly 10.000 bicycles were taken away 
from one district alone and a large number t)f boats were asked to Imj 
surrendered within a vt'ry short time and quite a few hundreds were forcibly 
destniyed by the local authorities because the boats were not surrendered 
within the prescribed time. Tliis ha.s to be borne in mind in order to 
realise how strong ^^ere the feelings iu the minds of the liK'al inhabitants 
of that district. In fact, as 1 had occasion to mention this to one of the 
highest ofhcer.s in this province at that time, if ever the political movement 
was started in Midnapore, Mahatma (landhi would not have to import 
workers from outside. The Bengal (lovernment had created a band of 
workers by the very policy which it pursued with regard to the denial 
scheme. (Interruption.) What did the interrupter say? If my friend to 
my right wants to interrupt, let him interrupt iu a manner so that I can 
hear him and give him a fitting reply. 
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Now, Sir, that is the background so far as the Denial Policy was 
concerned. Then came the Civil Di8ol)edieiice movement. I am not going 
to narrate, Sir, in detail how that movement went on in that district, 1 
shall accept for my present j)urpose the statement which has been made 
that this movement took a ver\ serious turn and there wa.s a deliU^rate 
ehallenge thrown out to (ioverninent which Axa^ tunetioning in that j»art of 
the province, lict iis usMime that the situation in Midnaporc took a very 
bad turn, but at the same time it is true tliat the men who were canning 
on those subversive or open activities were non-violent in character, \^'hcn 
the duel Minister makes his statement, I dare say he will himstdl ailmit 
that there was a singular absence ot violence until at a later stage when 
due t() tremendous repression the situation went out of control. Tremendous 
repression went on; there were shooting of persons, indiscriminate arrests, 
shooting of women; an old lady of 7d was shot at thrice until she lay »lead 
(»u the ground before the cr(»wd. Young children were shot at - not shid 
at the feet but shot at those parts (d the body which would inevitithly bring 
death. Deliberate shooting went on, indiscriminate arrests wmit on, 
burning of houses went on, hading of houses went on. Ifeports came to us 
to sa\ — that was bef(»re the cyclone — that things were going im like this in 
Midnaporc. Sir, this was how the district administration was laung 
carried on. Now, at that time ^^ho issued instruction irom headquarters 
tor deliberate burning ot houses of inn(M‘eut pecqdc!^ So long as I was in 
office I did md know it. I cannot sa,\ wlndher the t'hief Minister v\«Mild In* 
able t(» sa\ under uhose orders this deliberate violence had been commitle<l 
b\ (ioverninent in lespect of per.sons who were ab.s(»lutel\ ininecnt. Then 
came the cNchuie. Now. Sir, I would beg of the House to divide tin* two 
i^sues : fir^'t. \ou have the hapiKUiing" before the Kith ot October when this 
movement — let us admit that it was of an e\traordniar> character was 
agitating the mimU of tlooisamls of peojde of Mnlnapore di‘»tiii‘t. Any 
legitimate step> taken by the local ofbieis for curtailing the activities of 
these people and re-e^lahli^hing law ami order must 1m* siippoited hy any 
(ioverninent whieh is in power. Hut my •hargt* i> (ioveinment oftieeis 
overstepjied the limits and earned on a delilxTate p<die\ (>! repression for 
the purpose of terrorising innocent jreople. Then (*anic flic c\ clone «d Kdh 
October. Now, here. Sir, the first <*harge 1 bring forward is that the 
Hon’hle Chief Minister will, 1 hojie, deal with this ([nestion there was a 
deliberate supjrressiori of news with regard to the r\eh»nc until tin* 
Mini.ster9 had visited Midnaporc and a «-ommurii(|ue was issued after our 
return on the 4th November. I have before me eopies (d eut tings from 
new’spapers since the Kith October la.st Arq\ member who scrutiins(*s tlo* 
riew'spaper columns during those two weeks would find that not one single 
Item of news was allowed to be published in respect of Midnaporc undiT 
the direction of the H(um* Department of the (rovernment of Herigal. 
News were allowed to be piildislied about other jrarts of Hengal — alout 
Krishnagar. about Hurdwaii, alHOif Noakhali, alrout Faridpur — not full 
news but .some news which gave an imlication that a storm of a severe 
character had pa.ssed through certain areas of Bengal. In one paper, via., 
in Ananda Bazar Fatrika certain commenta were made that “«o nauch had 
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been said about other parts of Bengal but we have received more horried 
details from Midnapore/’ At once from the Writers’ Buildings warning 
went to them tliat in future they must not refer to the happenings in 
Midnapore. Another pa]>er was temporarily suppressed. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Did the Ministers know that? 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: No, it was done entirely by the 
H<une Department. Everything was kept back from the Ministers. Of 
course it would he for the Home Minister to say whether it was done with 
the Home Minister’s knowledge or not. 

Sir, when we demanded an explanation from the powers who guide the 
Home Department, the answer that was given was that military considera- 
tions prevented the (drculation of this news. Now, Sir, I scrutinised the 
orders which were passed so far as military considerations were (concerned. 
There were only two <‘onsiderations on which news was to be censored from 
the public: one of them was that no new^ should be circulated which 
would disclose to the enemy the s(*rious weather condition in a ]>articular 
area, and the other was that no news .should he circulated whi(*h would 
disclose information to the enemy that communications had ))een broken, 
hut I claim it was certaiul\ ])ossibh* that news could have been j)ublished 
during this period without infringing the directions which were given by 
the (’entral (iovernment regarding these two items. In fact, we reminded 
some of these officers: “y<»u \\ante<l to keep information back from the 
enemy, but according to >our om n report the enem\ had already announced 
thr<mgh the radio that one lakh of Bengalis had died as a result of the 
terrible cyclone. But you arc keeping back information from Bengal and 
the whole of India. Now the result was not only an instam'e of criminal 
negligenct* but has betoi disastnuis m) far as relief is concerned." Sir, we 
ourseUes did not know what actuall\ was ha|)pening in Midna])ore until we 
saw with (Uir »>wn e\es tin* slate of affairs there. When we came back from 
Midnaiioie some of us had to inform the department <‘oncerned that if no 
commiinii|ue was issued b\ them the Ministers would issue a communique 
on their own responsibility in violatiim of the orders of the Home De])art- 
inent. And then a communiqm* was published. Now, who, I ask, was 
guilty of this constructive manslaughter, due to want of relief after the 
cyclone, throughout the ]>eri<Ml from lOth October to 3rd November, 1942? 
The Hon’lde the Chief Minister must have made enquiries, and what reply 
he will give we shall, of course, listen to with great interest. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the local officers the same thing happened. 
Reports came from district officers minimising the gravity of the situation 
and tile report from the District Officer himself — let the Chief Minister 
produce that interesting document — contained the statement that relief 
should lx* withheld for one month for the purpose of teaching a permanent 
lesson to the people. The Revenue Department sent an officer for doing 
relief work. Let the Revenue Minister stand up and say what that officer 
reported, what the Additional Commis.sioner who was appointed to look 
after the relief had reported. The report of the Subdivisional Officer of 
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Contai was that people did not come forward to take relief. Sir. 1 have also 
copies of ,ntere.stiii>r d,H-umcnt.s here. Now tl.at was the report of tlie 
Subdivisional Officer of Pontai. Hut wl.e.i another officer went there, he 
reported that thousands of lamjjrx people came and tcsik relief. Hut the 
report of the Subdivisional Officer was that no relief was necessary Sir 
the .situation was bunjrle.l like that for weeks. I'ra.'tieallv lor one month’ 
there was no orfranised relief ffiven to the people. The Hevenue Department 
tried to do .somethiiijr Hut tliere was f>h>tru<’tiofi coiniiijr from the local ffiticcrs 
themselves. 

Then, there i.s another thi!l^^ (n)vernment failed ami failed hopeles.slv 
on account of the ohstructive attitude deliheratel,\ taken h\ (>erlain otticeis 
>upported hy the (iovernor him.self. and the poliev adoptetl was that of 
relief hy da> and repression h\ ni^dit. Sir. there ^^ere ahsc.tmlers 

whom tlie pfdice wanted to arrest under the direction of tin* local oliicers 
with the co^rnisance and apiu-oval of the I‘n»vincial (lovernment. ^o^\ there 
the Ministers did not cfmie into the picture hecause they found themselves 
helpless. The Chief Minister wanted to do something hut the (nfvernor 
set Ins foot down, and althou/^h relief wa.s to he ^rivf*n hy flay, raid and 
repres.sion were to take place h> ni^dit and huriiinK of villa^^es and searching 
and looting? of houses should continue in the meantime. Wtih re^farfl to 
this policy I would ask you to fj'et hohl of the reports of some of tin* Muslim 
Kelief officers and you will fiml that at least one ma«le a statement to the 
effect that it was Inirrihle to e.\)>ect them to ^^ive relief hy <hi\ while durin^^ 
the nifrht they had themselves to ^o to the militarv peo]>le and lead them 
for the purpose of hurnin^ tin* villages which had heen ^'■iven relief in the 
day. Can anyl)od> conceive of a more shameless p(,lic\ uhich has ^mie on 
unrestricted in the rural areas of Midnapore for a hin^ tnmC'' Now. Sir, 
the (iovernoi and the Hevenue Minister is>ued an appeal through the radio. 
M hat Ttas the spirit of that aj^lkeal.*^ I he appeal of the (hivernor was “We 
want to for^nve and far^ret the past’*. Hut ma\ I ask what could have 
necessitated the (jovernment to carr\ on this polic\ of repression r' We as 
Ministers said that a new ]Hdic> was to he pursued in the interest of jieace 
and ordered Government. I .said. Mr. Hasu said, the ( hief Minister said, 
and Mr. Banerjee said that we were prejmred to fake the responsihility for 
the peace of Midnapore and we would hold ourselves responsibly f<.r the 
future conduct of the people tliere: trust us. But the officers were not 
prepared to trust us. Not tlie local officers uhuie hut those f^entlerneii who 
to-day really preside over the rlestiiiies of the Home Department hacked hy 
certain important officers of the Police Department said: it is not possihle; 
we cannot trust them. What was the reply given f' lit one ease the rejily 
given wa.s, “Can we trust the men at Midnapore who are the heirs and 
successors of those who had murdere<l Burge, Peddie and iXmglasf'” In 
»pite of the tremendous calamity, people in high (tuarters could not rise 
equal to the occasion and behaved as true descendants of O’dwver and Jher. 

Although the men themselves inside the political jail— their faces come 
hack to my mind every day; their families had f»een destroyed— were saying 
that they were prepared to come forward and work, the officers wanted a 
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dMiat from them which must be circulated beforehand saying that they 
coiidfiiHi the i)M)veijient. They said “We are prepared to go to this extent 
that tliere would lie no pcdltieal movement in the district of Midnapore so 
hmg as the present stale ef)ntinues.” We said “That will no( do. You 
will have to sa,\ that the p(ditical movement will he stopped in view of the 
great disaster”. That was my language and that language was accepted 
by them and the\ agreed to this much “You release us for seven days and 
we undertake to come hack to jail if we canntit convince our workers that 
the political activities must come to an end because of this huge catastrophe 
whicli has nf)w come upon the district of Midnapore.” That offer was there, 
hut that did m)t satisf\ certain .selected officers of the Home Department; 
that <lid not satisfy tiie (rovernor of Bengal and therefore even to-da\ , 
the loth of February, imd, the Ministers find themselves helpless to release 
these men allhougli tlie Home Minister at one stage definitely passed orders 
that these men should he released and should he trusted. It is no use m> 
g(dng into the details, hut this i.s the true picture of Midnapore. Midna- 
]K)re is a case of abject failure of civil administration. 

Sir, what is it that vve demuiHr:" We demand a public enquiry. 1 do 
not su\ , Sir, that tlie ('hief Minister will here get up and condemn his 
officers. He has the version placed before him by the officers themselves. 

Look at these (uises of attacks on women. Tt is the systematic policy 
of someone — I do not know who he is. Hindu troo])s are sent to Feni and 
they outrage Muslim women there and Muslim tro(»ps are sent to Hindu 
districts who outrage Hindu women. It is just setting one community 
against anotlier and it i.s a part of an organised ])olicy. Why could not 
Muslim troops he sent to Feni and these disgraceful incidents avoided ^ 
Brutes are let loos(‘ on innocent and helpless women. We have the allega- 
tion made that a woman who had givcui birth tf) a child only 14 days ago 
was ravished by three men successively and again after a fortnight there 
was another attack; and that unfortunate woman died a few days later. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Mookerjee. your time is up. 

(('lies of “We want to hear him” from different sections of the House.) 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, one minute more. I know 
there art^many other speakers who would like to speak and I do not like to 
monopolise the debate on Midnapore, but what I would like to .say is this — 
I shall conclude with a statement — what we want really is that there must 
be an open, independent, judicial enquiry. We demand this of the Chief 
Minister. I know the diief Minister in his heart feels that an enquiry is 
neces.sary , and if the Chief Minister is prevented from doing so, let him get 
up and take this House, which consi.sts of representatives of the p«^le of 
this Province, into his confidence and tell us w’hy it is that he is prevented 
from doing it. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Your time is already over. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir. let me finish my last 
sentence. 
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I am saying this in order to strengthen the hands of the (liief Minister, 
I cannot read the extracts from the speeclies delivered b\ Sir Uejrinahl 
Maxwell, Home Member of tlie Government of India, bv Sir Sultan Ahmed, 
by Mr. Aney and by others in the ( entral liej^isiature wlien such alle^ra- 
tions were brought l)efore tliat House. AVhat they said was tliat it was 
open to the IVovincial Government in .suitable cases to appoint independent 
tri])unals of eiujuiry ami .see what the truth was. We are asking the (’hief 
Minister that he will acc'ept our ]>ropo.sal that an emiuirs shall be instituted. 
If he is prevented from doin^^ it, then also he must take the House ami the 
public of Benn:al into his fulle.st confidence and tell us who it is who is 
preventing the Chief Minister from accejitin^ our rec«)mmemlation. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. tiie ver> ]>owerful Speetdi of 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee which we have listened just no^^ is bound to 
move the members of this Hou.se and there is no doubt that very .serious 
alleg'ations have been made. But, Sir, we on this side of the House are 
in this difficult position that whereas Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee at the 
time when he resigned, when he spoke in this House the other day ami 
perhaps even today maintains that his ex-colleagues in the pre.sent Council 
of Ministers are in agreement with him and support the contention that he 
has put forward, we find that actuall> the Government have issued a com- 
nuinique absolutely demolishing the cn.se of Dr. Mookerjee and supporting 
their officers Sir, I maintain that the time ha** come when members of 
this House and the peojde of the province are entitled to expect from the 
Chief Mini ster and the jiresent Ministry a definite ami umMjuivocal declara- 
tion of their attitude, their p(dicy. We have f(mml that whereas through- 
out the period of one \ear th<‘ H<m*hle (diief Minister and his colleagues 
have in this House supported the action of the officers, among hii 
friends and outside tlii^ House he has gone on maintaining that he 
is helpless, that he iloes not support the actiem (»f the officers and that 
he cannot do anything Sir, 1 feel that this kind of action will be 
considereil nio^t despicable and mean wa> ot <'.irr\ing on govt*rnment . We 
must know where we stand as far as the Ministr\ is concerneil. Is the 
Chief Mini.ster prepare<l t(» support the action of his officers? If he fimls 
that they are not in the right — and he is the person in the best position tf» 
know whether his officers have been in the right r)r in the wrong - and if he 
has got even doubts in his mind, then there is iu> doubt that he should accept 
the demand which has been put for^'ord in this resolution, namely, the 
appointment of a judicial committee of enquiry. 

Sir, I would like to place before the House certain facts in connection 
with the Midnapore affairs. First of all it must not be forgotten that 
MidiUpore wa.s an invasion area and whatever may be our attitude about 
the^tiah policy in India I am sure that as far as the people of Bengal 
are concerned there are no two opinions as regards the danger from invasion 
and the determination of everyone to see that i»ur land is imt invaded, 
because I feel that the horrors which have lieen related here would have 
been ten times worse if, fio<I, forlml, Bengal had been iD\aded h^ the 
enemies. (Dr. Nalixak.siu Saxy^l: Question! I do not think the 
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Japanese could outrival these people.) In these things I do not agree with 
Dr. Sanyal. It is a well-known fact that there is nothing to compare with 
the horrors of invasion. If you go through the history of any land that 
has been invaded it will be absurd to suggest this. Therefore. I maintain 
that when law and order broke down in that area there were very grave 
responsibilities placed on the local officials and it has also to be remembered 
that the District Magistrate of Midnapore is an officer whose services as far 
in the past is concerned have been recognised by Government. He is an 
officer who has had the support and sympathy of the masses as far as his 
work was concerned in the various districts previous to his taking charge 
of Midnapore. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sakyal: He was sued in a court and 
convicted.) Here again I must correct the honourable member that as far 
as the case brought against him was concerned, he was honourably acquitted 
by the District Judge on appeal. (Interruptions.) (Mr. Deputy Spe\ker: 

1 hope there will lie no interruption.) lUit I still maintain that if that 
officer has been guilty of exceeding his duties or if he has been guilty of 
doing what he should not have done us District Magistrate, then certainly 
it is the duty of the Home Minister and Government to take him to task. 

Now, Sir, there are also these things which we have got to rememl)er. 
As far as the si>eecli of Dr. Mookerjee is concerned there are certain things 
which 1 should like very much the (’hief Minister to make absolutely clear. 
What I cannot understand is that when a Minister and particularly the 
Home Minister got reports about the <leliberate burning of houses why 
did he not take un> action. I would like to know what action did he him- 
self take. Did he call for a report'' Did he take the trouble of going 
to Midnapore!'' Did he try to .satisfy himself as to whether these rejiorts 
were right or wrong!'' Did he tr\ to put a stop to the.se things y It i.s 
grosslv unfair for a Minister t(> suggest that he himsell will take no action, 
he himself will do nothing when he is in a iiosition to do something. I 
maintain that if these things have hap]>ened, then the Home Minister 
primarily and tin* ('ouncil of Ministers are responsible for these things 
being continued. They should have first of all asked for a report and called 
for an explanation, and if not .satisfied, it was their duty when conditions 
w’ere so .serious that they should have gone to that place and seen things 
with their own eyes. If still after that they could not prevent recurrence 
of these things, then they should have brought the matter before the public 
and appealed to them and done something. But what do we findJ' I do 
not know* what the Home Minister is g(»ing to say today to these charges. 

I now come to the question of news about cyclone. This again is a 
matter which absolutely passes my comprehension. If I remember aright 
in one of the statements — perhaps it is now proscribed — of Dr. Mookerjee 
it is mentioned that for 16 days the Ministers themselves had no informa- 
tion about this. Now I ask what is the position of the Ministers and parti- 
cularly the Chief Minister. Are we to «ssume that while the permanent 
officials, Indians and Europeans, were trusteil by the Head of the Province, 
neither the Chief Minister nor any other member of the Council of Ministers, 
not one of tljeiii was found to be worthly of trust? (Laughter.) I can 
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understand that individual Ministers, because of their past associations 
might not have been trusted with such an information, but are we to assume 
that there was not a single Minister in the whole Council of Ministers who 
could not be trusted with an information which was given to the European 
and even the Indian otiicers. Even the Indian officers got the news l>ut 

the Ministers did not get it. They were placed. I am sorry to say. in the 

same perhaps worse position than a eJutprasi. because a cIuipnLu could have 
seen the file while taking it from one department to another, but as far 
as the Ministers were concerned they were not allowed to see anything. 

I want to know; have they ever asked the Head of the Province as to the 

reasons why they were not trusted with the information. Surely they 
could have been told that this was a vers serious matter and that they must 
not give out the information. If half a dozen otficials could know and 
keep the news secret, certainly half a <lozen Ministers could also know and 
keep it secret. Why were the Ministers treated in this fashion ^ What is 
their explanation? How do they justify their existence if they are treated 
in such a fashion? 1 would therefore appeal to the ('hief Minister to kindly 
explain the position clearly. As far as the members of this House are 
concerned, they also expect a proper treatment from the Chief Minister. 
They should also demand from him, and 1 recjuest the honourable nuunbers 
of this House to demand from him, that a definite reply as to reasons why 
this information was kept back should be given. 

I now (*oine to another point of Dr. Mookerjec. He says that through 
certain sources this information came to him. The Ministers knew that 
a certain information was kej>t back from them. The> knew that certain 
papers were taken to task for jmblishing the news. The\ must have know’u 
tiiat something serious had taken place Then why diiln’t they ask the 
officials what were the tacts? Wh\ didn’t they go to Midnapore? Why 
did they sit tight for 2(1 da>s in Calcutta? What were lhe> jloing? Why 
did they wait for 20 days before going to Mi<lnaj)ore? When tlo'y thought 
that the officials were not doing their work properly, if the Hon’ljle Ministers 
had gone there during the'-e 20 da\s, at least .some improvement ctiuld have 
been made, some steps could have been taken. 

Now I ask not only the ( hief Minister. Imt his Caste Hindu Colleagues 
particular!}, to make their position clear as far as (he Midnajiorp question 
is concerned. Do they support the Ministry? Do the> think that the 
allegations are correct and excesses have Iwen committed b.\ the officiala 
in that place? Do they think that the officials have discharged their duties 
properly or do they think they have not? I hope that for once the fffiief 
Minister will take this House into confidence and tell us definitely one way 
or the other what he really thinks about this matter, and will not shelve 
the issue. (Interruptions.) If the Chief Minister thinks that there have 
been excesses, that the allegations are to a large extent correct, then I 
maintain that this House would demand a proper enquiry' into (his matter, 
because the allegations are of a serious nature. The Chief Minister must 
take the responsibility one way or the other. Either he must defend the 
officials or he should appoint a Committee of enquiry. I hope he will clearly 
express his opinion in this matter. 
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(Mr. Jogesh ('handra Gupta and several other members rose to speak.) 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. It my business to see that 
a fair and reusonable debate is made in this matter. The honourable members 
are very eager to liear the Hon’ble (’hief Minister and if I can find time, 
certainly 1 will allow Messrs. Gupta, Bhow^mick, Zaman and Professor Sen 
to speak. Now I will ask the Chief Minister to reply. 

KhWBja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: .Sir, I suggest that the Chief Minister be 
allow'ed first of all to reply. After that the Opposition will move the clo.sure 
motion. If it i.s carried, vote will be taken. If it is not carried, speakers 
will get an opportunity to go on. This is the only way. Of course I am 
not against the motion being talked out. The motion can be talked out 
provided the motion of closure is defeated. 

Th6 Hon’biB Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I have been asked by the 
honourable Leader of the Opposition to sa\ what I have got to say on this 
occasion. The practice is that the Treasury Benches should not take much 
of the time of the House in an adjournment motion when the time is so 
limited. I am entirely in the hands of the House and if you. Sir, think that 
I can be given some time within the little time available I am prepared to 
make a statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I feel that it will satisfy the rights of 
reasonable debate if Mr. Gupta takes b minutes. I>r. Gobinda Chunrlra 
Bhowmick takes b minutes, the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu takes 
5 minutes, the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Bunerjee takes b minutes and 
then the Hon’ble Chief Minister winds u]> the debate As Mr. (lupta rose 
first 1 am asking him to speak first. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, tht‘ debate comes to an end 
at <)-4(l p.m. and >ou must give sufficient time to the Hon’ble ( hief Minister. 

Mr. a. C, GUPTA: Sir,- 

Mr, A. F, 8TARK: We consider that the Hon’ble Chief Minister should 
be allowed to repl> n<»w. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Sir, I am already on my legs. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: After Mr. Gupta has finished, the (’hief 
Minister will speak, 

Mr. 4. C. GUPTA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, the outrages are so 
numerous and loathsome that it is difficult to give a suflScient description 
of all that happened w’ithin the short time at the disposal of members. Sir, 
the }>eriod of oppression at Midnapore ma\ be divided into two parts — the 
first between the 14th of August and the Ibth of October and the second 
after the cyclone of the Kith of October up till today. Sir, 1 am here not to 
support any action of lawlessness or any movement that the Congressmen 
or sympatbisers of the Congre.ss movement may have started. I am sure 
that those who started the inde})eiuleuce movement did so with their eyes 
open and that they were prepared for some amount of oppression though 
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not of the barbarous type that we have seen. But. Sir, what seems to me 
to be most straiijre is this. No person uho la*\s an\ elaim to civilization 
can hit an enem\ wlien be tallen But what <]o we fiinl ^ After the 
1erril)le cyclone at Mi(lna]>ore tlie\ dnl n»>t show what onliiiarv decency of 
a human bcin‘i' re(jiiires them to do. Sir I ha\e taken this opportunity of 
intervening in tins debate iwcause 1 have an intonnation whitdi I shoubi 
like the Hon’ble Minister either to continn or to ileny. 1 am intormed. and 
that ver\ reliabl\ , that soon after the cycdone the District Ma^»-istrato of 
the place did wire to a hi^li (Tovernment otficial hen* that there shotihi not 
be any outsider there to «lo an> relief wnrk as the district is the abode of 
rebels. I have a further information, and I want the Home Minister either 
to deny or confirm it that the Subdivi^ional Otticer of t'onlai ha«l issued a 
ciicular saying that “particular attention is t<» be paid to see that no person 
b> j^ivin^; help exploits the situation and enhaiu'es his presti^-e and no n*lief 
is iriven until the pcditical leaders (whom lhe\ ma> or ma> not know) are 
humled over to them. ” Was this, 1 ask, the o('casion for the juirpose of 
following the programme of political repression, and I ask whether our 
Ministers are mere onlookers or not. 1 therefore join wlMdehearteill> with 
the demand for an imjiartial tudicial en(juir\ . 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Sit - 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If the II on’ble (*hlel Ministei diies not 
Speak now. we will have no othei alternative but to move that the ijiiestioii 
be now put. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is easi(‘i , mmdi easier, 
to •‘kate on thin ice on tho blink of a preripiii* (m a mountain top than to 
deal efte(‘tively with the (barges, the (■ountei-e}iarg(i‘s, the remaiks and the 
counlei-remarks that liave been made l*y hoimurabie memliers in the course 
fd this (b‘bat(*. For the la^t five months Midnapore has not merel\ loomed 
large before the j>ublic eye, but jiraiUically tin political liistory oi Bengal 
during thi.s jienod has lieeii the liistory of Midnapore. My esteemed tri(‘nd, 
Sir Nazimuddin, has characterised the wa\s of this (bivernment us mean 
and desjiicable. I may not repl\ in the language that he has used, but 1 
would ask him to look into his own mind and to ask his coriHcience the posi- 
tion of a Home Minister under the system of tiovernment which prevails 
in thi.s country. Wlien the ( oiigress movement was started in this country 
in August last, it had to lie met with strong measures by civil authorities 
and by the military. Honourable memlK‘rs will then realise the unreason- 
ableness of the demand that Ministers should go and interfere in every 
action that had Wn taken bv the local autl^rities in order to restore law* 
and order. There must be some limit to ministerial interference and there 
must be some latitude given to bw'al authorities. I do not tliereby mean 
that 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMICK: Sir. as I am not given an 
Opportunity to speak. I am g<»ing away. 
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Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not mean that whatever 
the local officers may do should be supported; nor do I hold the view that 
whatever they may have done should be condemned. The question is 
whether in the circumstances then prevailinjr the action taken by the local 
authorities was really the proper action that should have been taken or 
whether the action taken was merely cloak for committin^^ deliberate 
oppressions on innocent and unarmed people. In order to appreciate the 
measures that had been taken by the local officers in dealing with the 
Midnapore situation, T shall have to tell the House very briefly the previous 
history of the political situation in that district. I leave out of account 
all that had haf)pened in Midnapore durinji: the days of the civil disobedience 
movement : I leave (»ut of account the acts of terrorism that had been 
committed by the terrorists who committed the murder of three inenibers 
of the Indian Civil Servicr, and I also leave out of account ail that had 
happened durinj^ the non-co-operation movement, (xovernment have in 
their possession abundant evidence to show that for some time previous to 
the adoption by the All-In<lia Congress Comnnttee of the Allahabad resolu- 
tion on the 8th Aujfust, there was something like a network of parallel 
administruti(m set u]) in the district of Midnapore 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We challenge you to ]>rove that. 

Th0 Hon’biB Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* If a proper enquiry is made, 
these things will come out. Well, Sir, there were the Commissioner, the 
District Magistrate, the Subdivisional Officerh. there were the (Viminal 
Investigation Deparlment, the Intelligence Hranch. and the Police and 
iorth of the Congress, and therefore when m\ friend, Di. Nalinaksha 
Sanynl, challenges me about the truth or otherwise of what I am now saying, 
let me remind him that after the 8th August when lawlessness broke out in 
Midnapore, these j)olice officers of the i Ongress arrested persons, and the 
jails of the (kingress which were called Gandhi jails were filled with persons 
arrested by Congress volunteers. And there was evidence to show* that many 
of these persons who called themselves volunteers and the Police Force of 
the Congress actually ('ommitted acts of vitdeiice on villagers who resisted 
their attempt to prevent law and order 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is untrue 

Tll0 Hofl*bl0 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* I am not here to shut other 
people’s mouth : Dr. Sanyal may ch(»o8e to say what he likes— I do not 
mind. Rut I have got to tell the House what the facts actually are, and I 
say with all the emphasis T can command that the movement broke out 
with such a ferocity in Midnapore that the local officers had to take aid of 
the military. It is true that^tt'e heard that houses were being burnt, that 
houses were l>eing looted and all sorts of things regarding oppressions on a 
few persons. It is not true that we did not call for refvorts. We did call 
for reports and we got reports, and while we got reports about what the 
oficers had been doing, we also got reports about what the breakers of law 
had been doing. We have got evidence that many post offices and iwl ice- 
stations were hvmt, people were kidnapped and tortured and some of them 
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have been kept kidnapped about whom no trace liaa yet \mn found. When 
these things were going on, it is true that strong measures were taken by 
the local officers. Now, Sir, it has been said that tlie Ministers were doing 
nothing, that when houses in Midnapore were burning the Ministers were 
fiddling their time away in Calcutta. Nobods was fiddling: at that time 
all the Ministers in batches repeatedly visited Midnaiwre, but the difficulty 
was that the lawlessness that w’as prevailing did not i*ome t(' an end in order 
to enable Government to stop the measure that had beeu adojited to restore 
law and order. Even now' we are receiving reports from various parts ot 
the district that that lawlessness is far from being at an end. 

Now, Sir, today sjieeches have been delivered, and I must confess that 
the picture that has lieen draw’ii by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal is one of atrcH'ious 
oppression for w'hich perhaj>s the history <»f ]Hditical lawlessness can hardly 
afiord a parallel. If w’hat Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has said is corre<‘t, if 
what in detail my friend, Dr. Syamajirasad Mookerjee has said about 
Midnapore, l>e correct, if what Mr. Lahiri has said is corn»ct, there is no 
doubt that horrible opjiression has l>een i'ommitted on people by persons 
who were charged w'ith the duty (»f maintaining law and order. 'I'hesc 
charges have been made, but many of the charges have been repudiated by 
the lo(‘al officers. 

Now, Sir, I hoj)e to give tln‘ House some idea of the kind of things that 
have been ha])i)ening in Midnapore. I havi‘ got a twofold duty to fierform. 
On the one hand if I find that law has been broken, it is m\ duty to see that 
pmper stejis are taken to resttire (»rder and trampiillity 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Not by allow’ing mass rai)e on innocent 
women. 

Th6 Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Certainly not. Gn the 
contrary if in doing so I find that the officials have done nothing more than 
what is rea.sonably expected of human being*' to do under the circumstum'es, 

I shall certainly stand by them and defeml them and take the fullest 
responsibility for what has liecn done, but at the same time the life and 
liberty and homuir of all men and women must be sacred, and if I find that 
officers hail exceeded their limits, then they have no right to my protection 
and they should be dealt with in the usual manner. 

The question now, Sir, is this. I have placed liefore the Douse a briel 
review of the state of affairs in the district of Midnapore as supplied to me 
by the local officers. The Douse will, T hope, realise that whatever might 
have lieen the motives tliat imjielled the conduct of a large numW of 
people 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I must remind the Don 'hie the Chief 
Minister that he has only two minutes more to finish his statement. 

Tht HonTile Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: in the district of Midna- 

pore, there was a direct challenge to governmental authority which w-aa 
conducted on an organised basis unknown at any rate in this province. 
There may be differences of opinion as to whether the alleged activities on 
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the part of the orgaoisers of the movement actually took place, but there is 
DO denying the fact that their object was to i)aralyse civil administration 
and they succeeded in doing so in at least some areas. I am only giving 
the substance of what 1 propose to do and the steps that we propose to take. 
The local officers had to take the assistance of armed forces to suppress tins 
movement, and it was inevitable that force had been used in order to 
estahlisli the authority of Government, Wliile it is my duty to place before 
the House the official version, I also do feel the weight of the universal 
demand made by the representatives ot the people as regards the alleged 
excesses committed by and under the direction ot lo(‘al officers. I have been 
particularly distressed to hear of ghastly tales of raid and repression 
occurring after the cyclone. There is no doubt that public feelings have 
been deeply stirred by these rep<»rts which have emanated from vari(»us 
sources. Let me assure the House that it has never been the policy of this 
Government either to indulge in excessive use of force for putting down a(*ts 
of disobedience of law and order or to encourage in any manner acts of 
lawlessness on the part of Government servants. 

I cannot as Home Minister condemn the activities of local officers vvhi)st* 
version 1 have placed before the Houst* lor its ((Ui^ideration. 1, howevt r. 
admit that justice demands and, in iaet. the very iuteiesls of the officers 
demand that there should be an impartial enquiry into the very serious 
allegations made regarding the alfairs of ^lidnajKUe. (io\ eminent can have 
no desire to shield anybody in ease ot any violation (d elementary (amui^ 
of civil administration. At the same tinn* Governineiit must he juepared 
to give its fullest ]»roteetion to officials and non-ofticials alike who have 
courageously stood by Government during a j)en(Ml (d acute stiess and >tia]ii. 

I am as anxious to protect all legitimate activities cd' officers as to luaUert 
them from alh'gations which may, on encjuiry. turn out to he unfouudiMl. 

I am also keen to satisfy the public mind -that the rights (d the people liava* 
not been undulv violated in the course of the administration of the district. 

The Ministry therefore agrees that there should be an impartial and 
iiidei>endent enquiry conducted by a jierson oi persons enjoying tiie status 
of High Court Judges. We are aiixitius that truth should he ascertained, 
no matter who would be affected thereby. 

I may add that I have got a precedent in this matter in the case of tU- 
Punjab Disorders. T remember the Hunter ('oinmission was sH up Inn aust* 
the matter had assumed an all-Tndia concern. I may say that Midnaptue 
affairs have travelled far Wyond the limits of Bengal. When I was in Delhi 
the other day they asked me anxiously alumt Midnajiore. It is an all-India 
affair, and we cannot in the face of the allegations that have been made 
keep silent, and I think it is but due to the officers themselves, if nothing 
else, that an enquiry should be made as to how far the allegations are true. 
It is for the officers themselves which has induced us to accept the proj^o^ il 
for au impartial emuiiry by i>ersons of eminence of High Court Judges. 


Dr. NALiNAKtHA SANYAt: What about stopping future exceases 
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Th. Hon^bto Mr. A. K. FAZLOL HUQ: I >.iv. iho fullent assurance 
that we have already taken the utmost possible measures to prevent excesses 
of any kind and to see that life, property and lionour are properly 
safeguarded. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR B7t8U: Mr I)eput> Speaker. 1 
shall begin with the last question wliich has been put by my lionourable 
friend Dr. Sanyal— What about preventing future exnvsNes?' When I last 
visited Taniluk subdivision of Midnapore that was tlie question to wdiieli I 
addressed myself. I am glad to tell the House that I Imve obtained 
assurances from the Commanding Ofbeer of the regiment whidi 1ms now come 
to the Taniluk area that he will see to it that t}u*re is no ti('(*asion for any 
allegation against the troops which are now operating in that area. He has 
definitely stated that he is anxious to establish the best ])ossihle relations 
with the i)eo})le of the locality and with that end in view he wiTl ensure that 
nothing hut absolutely good and correct conduit will be forthcoming from 
the troops who are now’ located there. (Mr. M^ntndiu Hjicsan Sin(;ii.\ : 
Is he an American or a Briti.sli officer?) I can give my limioiirable friend 
the name of the otfi<*cr outside the House. 1 had heart-to-heart talk with 
the Commanding Officer of the troops who ha\e just replaced the troojis in 
tliaf area. In fact, the troojis which were operating in that area were 
removed on the very day tiiat I came back to Calcutta. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Tbey have gone out of your control. 

The HOfi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: They wen never under 
our control. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, they were foi criminal acts within 
the jirovince 

The Hon’hle Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as that is 
MUicerned. if ullimately anything turns out us a result ot tlie enqiiiiv, I 
am sure the arms of law will be long enough to reacli them wherever they 
may operate withiirtbe British Empire. 

With regard to the question of relief, that relates to the portfolio of my 
honourafile friend Mr. Banerjee. If he had the time I am sure he would 
be glad to give a good account of the activities of bis department, and f am 
perfectly sure that the House would have listened with interest and care to 
what be said. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at f>-40 p.m. till 3-15 p.in. on Tuesday, 
the lOth February, 1943, at the Assembly House, Clrfiutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Asskmuey met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
ICth February, 194‘1, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 7' 
Hon'ble Ministers and 102 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Realisation of subscription from boat-owners of Couripur, Tippers. 

•21. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon hie Minister 
in cliarjre of the Home (Defence) Department be pleased to state the number 
of country boats — 

(1) seized, and 

(2) purchased 

by the (iovernment under the Defence of India Rules ai uounpur ilazar in 
Tippera P 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state whether an> .subscrip- 
tion was reali.s(Ml from the owners of .such boats P 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(1) the purpose for which it was spent; 

(2) the amount realised for the purpose: 

(3) the agency that collected the amount; 

(4) whether any receipt was given for the amount collected; 

(')) whether any amount w'as collected without receipt; and 

((ii the process adopted in realising the amount? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. KJ Faziul Huq): trz) (1) and (2) 2,437. 

(h) Yes, but not by Government officials and not in the boat office. 

(c) (I) Collected for the newly started Gouripur High English School, 
but not spent as yet. 

(2) Rs. 3,248-4. 

(3) The Secretary and a member of the Managing (’ommittee. 

(4) Yes. 

(5) No. 

(6) The boat-owners contributed voluntarily. 
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MMilvi MAFIZUOOIN AHMAD: Willi rt*ft*reiKV to uiiHwer {r) (.‘i), 
will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state who is the Secretary of the 
Managin^i ('onmiittee of that school? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I catinoi sa> that now. 1 

have not got the name hen*. I can give the mum* »la\ after tomorrow. 
Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: N tin* llon’Iile Minister uuare 

of the tact that the eontriinition realiMMl 1»\ tfiiveniiioMH ua" at the rate 
of 10 jier cent, paid on a< count of « om peii'^at ion *•' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am m t ixn are ot that 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon hb* Mimslei lie pleased to stati* it 
the Circle Officei ot the Hujgaiij Circle tin* Se<ietai\ and also a member 
nt the Managing Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know. 

Mauivi MAFIZUOOIN AHMAD: Mi. l)eput^ Speaker. Sir. in view 
ot the reply given just now by the Hon’ble Home Minister that he will 
reply to my supplementar\ (|uestion da\ after tomoru»w . ma\ 1 suggest 
that the question be held over 
(The (juesiion v\as held over.) 

Persons detained under Defence of India Rules after expiry of long terms of 

imprisonmont. 

*22. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: to. Will the Hon'hie .MmiHiet 

III charge of the Home Department he pleased to ^tate 

(/I the liiimhei and names ot |»er.sons who ha\e hemi detained this \eai 
under the Detenee ot India Itiiles after the e\pir\ ol long terms 
of imprisonment ; and 

Hf) is the Hon'ble Miiiistei awate that man.\ jiolitical prisoners have 
settled in life without having anything to do with polities after 
serving long fmms ol iinpi i^onment ? 

( /n Will the Hon'hie Ministei be pleusisl to state whelbej an v chance 
was. given to the ])ersons mentioned in (//' to settle in life? 

Ir) If not, will fhe Hon’ble Minister plea.*»e explain the reason thereof? 
hi) Have the Ooverninent ascertained their politiea! view'* before detain- 
inir them under the Defence of India Kules. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (oi t/i (h UaitieMh Acharji; 
Sushil Kumar Hhadra : <di I’unchanun Chakrabartti ; (4i Satyuhruta 
Chakrabartti: (oi Hamesb Cli Datta: (lit Kali Kinkur De; (7) Surendra 
Dbar Cliaudhuri; Haiiha Hallav (tope; (9i Surbid Mallik (’haiidhuri; 
(lOi Phalli Bhusan Mazuiiidar; (II » Dibakar Mukharji; Kunnid B. 

Mukbarji; (Idi Prafulla \aia\an Satnal; (14i Dwijendra \ath Talapafra. 

(// » As fur as I am aware a few political prisoner?, have settled iu life 
renouncing politics after .serving out long terms of imprisonment. 
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{h) No. 

(r) They have been detained us security pinsoners with a view to prevent- 
ing them from artinjr in any manner prejudicial to the defence of British 
India, the public safet\ and the maintenance of public order. 

(d) Yea. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reterence to answer (h), viz., 
“no”, will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason tor coming 
to this decision? I want to know the reason to? not giMng them any 
chance at all whih' others have been given. Yon li:i\c said in \our answer 
that HfUTie persons havt* actually availed ot the oppoitunit\ given. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This i>, an important question 
and 1 shall be grateful if my friend w’ill let me have a regular or even 
short notice, I will look into the tiiattcu and then reply. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With rcfeiemc to answer Ir), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased t(» state what led the (Government to think 
that tlo'se jiersons could act in any manner prejudicial to the detence of 
British India, the public safety and the maintenance of public order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The onl\ materials are the 
reports of tfie Intelligence Branch Departnient. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the llon'blr Minister he pleased 
to sta((‘ how long did the 1 nttdligi'iice Branch Department yet an opportu- 
nity of consi<|(‘i ing that tlrey worrld a«'t ])re|\rdiciall\ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tliat Is nioie than 1 can sa> . 

That is a matter <d opinion. 1 cannot sa> how long 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: With retruerice to answer u/i, will the 
lloirhle Minister be plcase<l to ^tate how did the (iovernnient ascertain 
their prditical views? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Maehinerx at the disposal 
of (Tovernruent t«u ascertaining jaditical activities. This was one kind of 
nrateriul (ui which the opinimr is bustMl and others may be Polira* inttirma- 
fion or inf(u*mdation of tire Intelligence Branch or Special Branch 
Department. 

Family allowance of eecurity prisoner Babu Narandra Nath Das. 

*23. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR; Will the 

H<urhh* Minister in (diatge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

ti' whether (ioveniment have received an\ ]»etition from security 
prisoner Bahn Narendra Nath Das for the grant of family 
allowance ; 

(if) whether the said Balm Narendra Nath Das was a paid employee of 
the Bengal Publicity (^omiuittee under the Bengal Millownera’ 
Association drawing a salary of Rs. 75 per month; 
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• iiii) whether he is an M.A. of the (.'«lcutt-« Tniversity and uaed to earn 
about Rs otl a month hv private tuition V>esides the mentioned 
income ; 

{n'\ whet tier lie ua** the immi earniujr iiiemher of hi> faiiiilN eoiisiNf in#;f 
ot alK>ut ten members, his father having ^rown too old to tlo any 
work : 

(rl whethet attei his aii«*si the tamilx (•irfinn.stanee> have greatly 
d(‘teriorate(l biin^nii^ tlo‘ tamil\ nuMnluTs to the ver^e of 
starvation ; ami 

( r/ ) that the education id his sister had to be dix-ontinued n> a lesult 
thereid ? 

{h) Jl tlie answers to an are in the attirmati\e. \sill the Hon'lde Minister 
le pleased to state whether he is e(>nsi(ienn|r the desirability of f;rantin|f 
him a family allouanee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (ni (ti Yes 

(o) and {fin Ye.s, but his exact income from these sources is not known. 

(tri and (ri) Yes. 

(r) The circumstances ot the tamily have deteriorated but not to the 
\erpe of starvation as the tamily had other sources of income. 

A family allowance of Rs.lo per month has been sanctioned with 
effect from the 1st April, 1M42. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to stat(‘ bethel any en(|uiry was madt* about the exai t im oine ot 
Narendra Yath Das from tuition? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: An cmpiiiy was made on a 
petition whi(di I iecei\ed I toi^od from whom not trom the honourable 
member but from some other source and the jxjint was empiired into un(h*r 
the direition of tlie Suhdi\ isional (Mficer and the fi^nire has been settled 
by the department on a consideratiiui of the materials ftefoie the 

(rovernment. 

Babu NAGENORA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether Government denies the fact that the >aid firisoner 
was in n'ceipt of Rs. 7o per month? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Thai is the intfuniation 
received by Government. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: So < tinci Miiu'iil (lciii<‘< lhati' 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Gn the basis of intormation 
received L had to. but it the honourable meinl>er has any material t^i show 
that the income was Rs, To jier month I am prepared to eonsider it 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to tell the House whether any enquiry was inaile o| the Bengal 
Millowners’ A!i.«WM'iotion about Babu Narendra Nath Dan’s monthly «alarv 
and by whom wan thin enquiry' made? What wras the status of that officer? 
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Tht HOfllMt Mfi A« K* FAZLUL HUQ: I (‘oii]<l not nay when the 
•sqiiirv u'a*^ jniide, nor could I hhv anyth injr ahont the ntatus of the officer 
who cMroliuicd the cn(|uiry. IVihaiw it wo'* d(me hv some Police Officer. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the lloii’hle Minister be pleased 
t<i tell the House whether tin* (To\crnme?it is reiid\ to make a further 
en<|iiiiy b\ soim* respoiiHible offii-er about the Neeurit\ prisoner s monthly 
salary and the private tuition tee that he used te. pet!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : Now I lemembei an en(|uir> 
WHh made under the direction of the Subdiv isional Otticei . At j)iesent I 
do m»t think anv usetul purpose will be served b\ reopenin^^ the question 
but li the Imimuiable membei is stiie that a furthei in\ esti^^ation will lead 
to a diseoveiN of facts wliich ma\ justify any inerease In tin* family 
allowance I shall be ^lad t(» do ho. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Ministei be pleased 
hi state whether the Government will eonsidei tlie desirabilil\ of settin^^^ 
Qp a ('ommittee of this House to investijfate this ease and othei similar 
eaHcs where it is said that justii'c is not bein^ done to tliest* people!' 

TN Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I'hat is also a (|ueslion oi 
^dic>. H the honourable member thinks that such a eourst' should Im* 
adopted the matter sliould lie brought to the notice of (Tovernmeni and 
there must l»e u dcMusion ot Go\eriiment. I cannot sa\ oH-lmnd on liehalf 
•f (tovcMimnmt whethei such a c'ourse would be* ado|>ted 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: It the (foNernmenl aie not prepared 
to (len\ the tact that the seeuritv prisoner was in receifit of Ks. 7o per 
niontli as salarv and about Hs. od as pri\ate tuition t»*e and when it is 
admitted that cininustauces have deteriorated, will the Hoiriile Minister 
l>e pi eased to state on what basis the paltry sum ot Ks. 15 was allowed to 
bis family)' 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In view ot the question that 
bas been )mt 1 promise to look into the question a^’^uin. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hoirhb* Minister be pleased 
to state* how much rice will his famil\ ^^et for this Hs 15y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : I liave alrc*acl\ saicl that I 
ahall look into this cpieHtion afrnin. 

Stirred Queetion No. 14. 

Bibu NACENDRA NATH SEN: As repirds staired i|Uestion No. '^4. 
1 Tes|H*etfully suhmit that iu answer tnl (ul and (h) the Hon'hle Minister 
has referred me to the provisions of rule «d the Henjral Security 
Prisoners Rules, u copy of which, it is said, is placed iu the Library , but 
a copy has nht been placed on the Library table. 
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Dfi NALINAK8HA SANYALs Iht* f}uestiou has 
y^t. But I may uiak«' tlh* ]»o(«ition rleur. Tht* ausuvr states that a ('opy 
is pla(‘e(l ill tin* Tiihrarv. f have taken that Ijihrary copy out. I heji;’ tw 
submit for your (*on>ideration that a member is entitled to lake out ls»oks 
froni the library I find from this Iniok that it is not an up-to-dat«* copy* 
It is an old cop\ and not an up-to-date corrected co])y of the SiM'urity 
l*risonei‘s Kule> and it the Ron ble Minister has based his auswci' on this 
he will be entircK mi^ltal. Theiefore let him \Nithdrav tlie <|uestion and 
then see that an up-lo-<bite c«»|)\ of Se<'unl\ ]*risoners Hules is pboe<l oil 
the Libiarx tabic. 

Bftbu NACENDRA NATH 8ENs Sii. I would submit tlial every 
member of this IIoum* is entitb‘d to a corrected cop\ of the lules. On top 
it is printed “for otticial use'*. If we are officers oi the liC^fislalivt 
Ass<*mbly we arc pertectlv entitled to a copv . Will the llmrble Minister 
1 h* pleased to Nfate wln'tlici he will be ^Kid enou^di to su)ipl\ inich of its 
with a (‘opyi' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: J cannot answer that jufli 
now. 

Bebu NACENDRA NATH 8EN* I sumi»‘sl that the «(uestion may he 
held over toi the present. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ves. | have no objection. 

iStatreil (juestion Xo. ‘J4 wa^ held over.) 

Levy ef colleetive Enet in Bengal. 

*25. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GHD8E 2 ( 0 ) Will the llon'ble Minister ia 
charjfe of the Home lK*partmenl Ik* please«l to ^late — 

(}) in how man> pla< e^o in Bengal the (iovei ament has in)|s>s«ill 
<‘ollccfive tine>, and 

(//) the amount impo'‘ed and realised in eai h j>la< e y 

ih) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the de.sirabilit \ of withdrawing 
all the orders ot colleetive fines ill over BenKt^l ^ 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: <oi i/i I i.tci the honontable 

member to the followin|( notifications j>ublished in the ('nlrutta (r'nzftfr: — 

Sir, is it ne<cssaiy that 1 should lead all thesi- notiticatioiisy | sujif^iifii 
that they may be takioi as read. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL • It is oiti businens to se** tbul file 
lint i» read out. Tlie Hoirble Minister would like to evade the <(ueHtifie 
by quoting u iiumlnM of notifications. 


Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: Tlov Would f Of III part of the jiroceedingi. 
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Of« MALIMAtC$HA iAMYALi If you a^ree that thinfrH that are 
printed and circulated mi^ht be part of the prcweediuKH, we will also 
claim the Hame privilege. Government cannot liave any special privilegres 
ill thin Houmc. Here all members are in the same. jx»Nitioii, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The qm ■^tion is in how many 
places in Henj^al the (Government has imposed collective tines. Instead 
of ji'ivin^ a definite reply, the Hou’ble Ministei has cited a numhe? of 
notifications published in the CaJrufU/ (jazetf^. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: W hut shmild 1 do!- 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This (piestion uihI othei (piestions on 
the same subject that have iteen ^iven n(di<‘e of may be taken up on the 
same day. 

Tha Hon*blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I take it that there will be 
no supplementary questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That deiwuids on the answer you >(ive. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: '['he (|Uestion is ludd over. 

Cart and lorries teited by Covemniant. 

^26. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: (o) Will the lloiride Minister 
in charjfe (d Home (Transport) Department l)e pleased to state the number 
of cars and lorries that have iM*en seized by the (lovernment umler Defence 
of India Hides ^ 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.seil to state whether the owners 
of those lorries and cars were tfiven comjieiiHation, and it so, on what basis? 

Tht Hofl’bit Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: loi The information, 
which is not readily available, is beinjr collected and will be laid on the 
Table of the House in due course 

{b) Yes. 'I'he amount of com{)ensation is Imsed on the tv|ie, year of 
make and general condition of the vehicle. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tin* lion ble Ministei be pleased 
to state wliat are the principles followed in requisititmiiiK private rats and 
lorries b\ Government? Are there any principles laid down? 

Thf Hon^blf Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I must ajrree that up 
till now’ the requisitioning of buses and lorries and cars has procetMed on 
somewhat haphazard lines. For the purpose td remedying? that state of 
affairs, new instructions have been issued which I would like to indicate 
before the House. The existing* system has been recognised to have been 
haphazard and to have needed lationalisation. It i*« now agreed that the 
following order shoubi be adopted in the reipiisitioning of vehicles. First 
of all a comb out should Ih* made of eases (^»1 where the owners poeseaa 
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more than one car, (h) where the owners poasew one cnKmore cars and a 
motor bi-cvrle, and (r) where cars have been laid up witlunit u permit 
until the restoration of basic rations recently. 

The Deputy ronnnissioner, Publi<* Vehicles Department, is arran^>‘]n^ 
to make out cases under the first tw'o categories and for the issue of notices 

in such cases. A list (»f thoNe under the last categoiv ran also 1h‘ obtained 

from appropriate ijuarters. Kecpiisitioning f»»r the pre.seut will he confined 
to these *1 classes ot (‘ase> and after the fiiNt two categories are exhausted 
the third ('at<‘gor\ will ordifiaiils he takiui U]» 

Dft NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon'hle Ministtu he pleased 
to state if his dejiartment has received any eom]daint regardiu^c the 
discriminatory treatment in favour ot Kuropeans and Anglo-lmliuns in the 
mutter of requisitioning of curs? 

Tho Hofi'ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: 1 am not aware 

whether an> complaints have l)<‘en received or not hut it is )M)Ssil)le that 

in (Use ot liaydiazard re(juisjtioning some uimmnt ot discnmiuatioii might 
have lH‘en made thougli not on racial grounds. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion'lde Minister he pleased 
to state t(>-<lay or on an\ suhstMpn*nt date the numhet ol cars helonging to 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians in (Calcutta reipiisitioned as i‘ompat'eti W’ith 
the numhei of cars and lorries hehmging to Indian owners? 

Th« Hofililt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 shall try to find out, 
if possible. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state if we are to assume that under the new revised Hcheiiie the 
owners ot motor cur.s and lorries who have only one car will not have their 
cars requisitioned? 

Tha Hon’hia Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I cannot go so far as 

that, hut 1 may Ha> that in order oi priority sin h owiuts of one car ought 
to come last. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will tile Ilon'lde Minihtei he pleased t4i state 
whether the cairs ot the meinheis of the Legislature oi both Houses will 
be exempted from requisition? 

Tht Honlila Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : It these CUIS come 
under any of the categories mentioned hy me. the\ will he exempted in 
accordance wdth the .scheme. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYAL. Is (lovernment considering the 
desirability of keeping the cars belonging to members of the (lulcutta 
Corporation and ot thi-* Legislature free from reipiisition toi the time 
being? 

Th# Honlile Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is a very valuable 
suggestion, and I shall certain! v look into it. 
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Mr. ANANDILAL PODOAII: Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a tact that no harmony is heinj; observed in respect 
of vehicles for which payments have not been made up till now and also 
whether (loverninent is ffoinp; to pa\ the hire-money now?' 

TIi6 HOfft’bIs Mr* 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am not in a position 
to answer that question offhand. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: With reference to 
answer (h), has the Tlon’ble Minister scrutinised the amounts allotted as 
compensation to be awarded to different districts ^ 

Tha HOfi'bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This is more or less a 

te<'hnical matter, apd T hav«s not scrutinisod the list or the schedule. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state A\ho was empowiu’ed to ^^^e com]K*n'.atioti 'r 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That wcik has b.eu 
entrusted to an officer who is known as (’ivil Transport Officer. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
jdeased to stiUe as to who is tin- person or the autliority that a^sesso the 
values of the cars?’ 

Tha Hoii»bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The ( nil Transport 
Offieer. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the }b»n'ble Minister ho 
pleased t4) state if that offi<*er has the powoi to dolomite the powoi of 
assessment to any otlier officer? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not think o l>ut 
there may he persons to hel]> him in makin^^ asscKsments. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon hlc Minist»‘i aw.iio ih.it 
the ('ivil Transport Officer is assisted by somebody who has had tcchnnal 
knowledpre of assessin^r value of these ears? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I think that is the 
posit iiffj. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: \\ ill ilo- Hon'lde Afinister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that serious complaints ha\e otten been made a^inst 
that officer alwut wron^r valuation whieh are not alwa,\s justitiable on 
ffrovnols ot tlu* orip^inal value anti depiiH-iation ? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am afraid I am not 
in a position to answer a p:ei)eral question of that nature. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Who is the Civil 
Tran»|K>rt Offieer in the mofussilP 

Tbt HOfllMa Mr. 8ANT0BH KUMAR BABU: 1 want notice. 
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Non-A^ioultiiral TiMMy Itti. 

*i7. Babtf K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: u/) Is the Ilou'ble Minister in 
cbarjfe of the Revenue Department aware that the Bengal Non-Agrirultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Act expires in lfM3? 

(h) If so, d<» the (tovernment intend to bring in a permanent legialatioaP 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE and JUDICIAL DEPART- 
MENT8 (the Hon*hle Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): ( / i Yes 

{h) Yes, as soon as jwissihle. Meanwhile steps are being taken to extend 
the tenns of the Bengal Non-Agricultural Teiiam v (Tem|M)rarv Provisions) 
Act, Pt4(). for a further period. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will thr llon'bh* Ministci 1m* pleased 
to state what further period is contemplatc‘d in this aiiswery 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So tai as ! 

n*member if will l»e just a period ot one year. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Jimridc Ministci Im* pieuHcd 
to state it he is awaic* that ccuisiderable dislocation has been c'aiised tc» the 
owners and others who pro|K)Si* to build new hous(‘H during this temporary 
deadlock in the* province regarding tenancy in non-agric*ullurul land^ 

The Hon*blc Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not aware 

of the* tact iiieiifioiu'd b\ my honourable triend. There ma\ be diHiculfies 
but m\ an*Hwei is. times arc* also abnormal. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: U the Hmridc Ministc*! awar.* that 

due to the presriil c‘meigencies there has Immui a large influx ol population 
into urban arc'a" in the motussil when* this Non-Agricullui .«! Ti‘Man<’\ A^l 
applies 

The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 can Nisualise 

the* difliculties but I huM* told the House* that c vcfn efloit is bc'in^’ made 
to expedite bringing forward ot this important piece* nt legislation as soon 
as time |>erinits. 

Mr. ABDULLA AL MAHMOOD: Is it a t.ic*l that the* Act is going 
to expin* oil the ‘Jfbh Ma\. PM-I? 

The Honific Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE • The aosw'er is 

in the affirmative. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: In view of tliat aiiswcT and the 
ftubseqifent answer to starreci question Xo. may we know'. Sir, when 

this piece of legislation will be brought forward’' 

The HcfinHt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As 1 have 
already stated, as soon as jMcssible, but the exact date I cannot give at 
preaent to the House. 
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Maillvi AHMED ALI MDIOHA: In yiew of the fart that the present 
temporary Act expires in May, 1943, is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to 
admit that there would he confusion if no le^fislation was immediately 
taken up hy (Government? 

Th« Mon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The tem]mrary 
j)iovision, as I have .stated, will he extended foi a further perio<l of one 
year. That will fifive sfofvx fpio ante helium. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister consider 
the desirahility of iiitrodii<-in^ a “^hort Bill to that effert in this session of 
the Asseiiihly? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE : The answer is 

in the affirmative 

MAUlant MD. ABDUL AZIZ: extensions ? 

Tht Hon’bte Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have not 

asked hu m(»re extensions than one. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer ih). will 
(he non’hle Minister he pleased to state whether the (Tovernment jiolicv is 
to shelve the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; I (animt accept 

that su^i’^estion ot ms honourahle friend. 

Legislation on Non-AgrioulturaJ Tenanoy. 

^28. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: ia) Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
ohurjre ot tin* Be>enue Department he |)lease<l to slate when the Nun- 
A^''ricnltnral Teiiancx re^Mrdin^^ tempoiarx proxision A<t will expire? 

(h) Do the (Goxernment contemplate 1(» introduce permanent lejrislution 
on Non-.Vgriiultural Tenancy in tln.s (Budget) session of ihe Assemhly? 

{('} Will the Hon’hle Minister ht‘ piea.sed to stale whether he made a 
definite tiromise at the time of extemiinjr the |>eriod of Non-Ajfricultural 
Tenancy Temporary ]*r»>visions Act that he will put the permanent legisla- 
tion on Non-Agriciiltural Ttuiancy upon the .statute hook liefore the expiration 
of the period of the tem|H)rary provision Act? 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: iA) On the 29th 

Max. \m. 
ib) No. 

{c) The assurance is <*ontained in As.semhiy proceedings for 1942, 
page 153. 

Khan Bahatfur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer ir\, in 
which the Hon’hle Minister admits that an a.ssurance was given to this 
House that permanent leiiislation would he introdiued before he asked for 
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another exteusiou. will the Hon ‘hie Mini.^ter he plea.sed io rftate whether 
U is a fact that (iovernment Jiuve no intention of effect to the 

asiiuraiice ^nveii t«* tln^ Houm*^' 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: M\ honourable 
friend s j|ue>ti«iu i- lui'ied upon a wrotijr pnoni'^e. Tin* assurant'e was “as 
soon UH posHilih‘“ 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer (/>>. will 
the Hon’Ide Minister he pleased to state wliut was tin* ditfieultv tliut stood 
in the way <d the Hon'hle Ministet in int nulueinj^ a pennaiuMit leffislation 
during' the (inienl sj-ssniji!' 

Th« Hoffi’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: <»ne of the 
difficulties will lie the extent of time at dinpoHul. The eurrent session of 
the Le^^’islatuie will jierhaps eoiiie to an end Home day in April — I hoi>e 
not on the Ist of Apiil. IfM-l. It is imjiossihle to pan*, a le^rislation of this 
magnitude within this perioil. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the lion'hle Minister frive this 

House u eleai idea whether lie has an\ intention to iniplenienf the assur* 
atice teferr«*d to in answei (r)!*' 

Tho Hon*bU Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: M> slalement 

ahouf the elaiitN <d the idea will not satisfy tti> friend, f have said 
ie)ieatedl\ that I shall eertaiiiK take st4*ps tn hrinjj; forward this ineaHure 
as earl\ as p4»ssihh‘ 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The assnianee ^n\en was that le)4^islaf ion 
Would he hron;.'ht luiwaHl hef«ue tin* «*\pirnlioti »»f tin* Tenipofa?\ Provi- 
sions Act That was the clear assuiaiiee and that is what i' ret«*rre<l to 
in <inswei (M. M\ ipn-stijni i- whetln*i ( fo\**rrmient inteinl to inijdement 
the assurance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Whatever 

assurance I have oiveti before tins House 1 have certainlv inipleinented and 
then* will not ]>e an exception in this ca.m*. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’hle Minister please state 
whether he made a ilefinite promise at the time of exteinlin^ the period of 
the Nmi-Ajrriculturul Tenancy Temporary Provisions Act that he wdll put 
a peniianent h'^nslation on non-a^rricultural tenanev upon the statute-book 
before the expiration of the period of the Temporary Pnrvisions Act? That 
assurance is contained in Asseniblv proceediui;s of 1942, pa^^e 153. 

Mr: DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your <iuestion? 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The .issur.mce driven w'as to the effect 
that lef^islatioii would be brou^rht lM*fore the jieriod of the present Temporary 
Provisions Act exjiirecl. Now I want to kirow whether he intends to 
implement that aaauranoe. 
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Tb# Hon’blf Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable 
friend kiiowj, iliat if 1 agreed with the suggestion contained in the question, 

I he answer would have been that the answer is in the affirmative. There- 
lore he will be good enough lo look into the Assembly proceedings for 
1!M2, page lod, and the suggestion contained in question 28(c). There U 
a ditten‘n<e. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
now what the exact assurance was!*" 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have stated it 
already and I have nothing lurlher to add. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the ll.urble Minister please state 
what .stood in the way of bringing a permanent legislation V 

The Hoii*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have gixen the 
answer sdready. 

Meulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (cl. the 
original Teinporar\ fb-ovisions Bill was to have Ihmmi «*\tended for two 
>ears, but the Hon ble Minister reduced the extension to one year with tlie 
prniiii.se that a Hill >^ould he brought in before the exjuration of the 
Tturipfirary Provisions Act, that is within one year of the extension. Will 
llie Hon’hle Minister jdease state if it is mo the fa( t 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have alreadv 

ans\M*red the ([uestion. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister jdease tell 
the Hoii.se how bmg lids question of non-agrieultural tenancy legislation 
Indore the (’oumil of M itdsfeis ^ 

Tht Hon'bto Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Ms honourable 
Ineml slnmhl i>e iiioie spentn- There is a (’ouncil of .Mini.sters, but df^*^ be 
refer to the piesent (’oum il <d Mndstejs m its predeeessoi 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I me.ni the (’ouneil of Ministers formed 
under the ( iovernmetit et India .\et. 19d’» 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not able o 
answer it. 

Meulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Witli refeieme to answer (hi, will 
tlie Hon ble Ministei be plea.stMl i<» ^late whether any Bill lias been drafted 
and whether lie inlt*mls t»* pnblistb it in the Calrutta Gazette within this 
month or the next mouth 'r 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The BiU is in 

draff. I lannot give the assuranee mentioned in the second part of the 
question 


Mblllvi MUHAMMAD IBRAIL: Will the Hon hie Minister he pleased 
to state whether the draft has l»een approved by the Cabinet a« a whole P 



im Qumrcjxs. fis 

TtM Hm’M* Mr. PRAMATNA NATH lANRRJCR: I am afraid. Sir. 

1 ttu\ unahle to answer that question. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: l>oo> the Hmrble Minister fear to aoi 

lu-conlnijx lik the dn tales i»f his et)iisc ieii<-e beeause he thinks tliat he wouhl 
thpreb\ alienate tlie support ot some (»f hts HU]»pt)rters ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That qitestioti 

does not .HIM* and <'iUHtjeiiee is a eoiiniiMdif\ whieh is not the moii<»po]\ of 
iti\ learned frtend 

8tarred Question No. 29. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. I will ask 

\ou! leave t(» withdraw the uiiswei and I will >ri\e the answer some other 
day. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER! rhe answei will he ^iv«mi later oti 

Khen Behedur MOHAMMED ALi: Does it lie with the (Government to 
wjthdiaw an atiswei that is phicd'd liefore iis^ 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The answer will be ^.riven soon. 
Ml Haiierjee, are \ on tn a position to stale when yon ran ^ive the iiiisu'erV 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Next week 
Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Why is the answer withdrawn ^ Is it 

heian-'e It ]s a siujnd answer)' 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr Snh raward> . I will a>fain request yon 
to UM* decorum in \our hm^iia^re. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: Ma\ w'e kn(»w the leason wh> this 
question i** withdrawn, because this is a question w'hieh vitally affects the 
people, (iovernment euniiol play with thi.s important (juestioii in this was 
and it is. Sir. youi husiiiess as the nistodian of th<‘ Hfuise to see that 
(iovernment do not play joke with the H«mso by introdiieing a (|nesiioij and 
then witlidrawiiijf it 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER.* i h ave ^tveii m\ consent to withdraw it. 
^011 will iiet a ))i<»per answer witliin a week. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. we want your ruliiiK whether 

(ioyernment can withdraw an answer after it has been plaeeil btM(»re the 
House 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; Yes, ihe> <aii withdraw. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Are we to assume (hat (he reply 
that was given by Government whm improper and they are withdrawing il 
so that th^y oan rectify their mistake I' • 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERl In th^ liKht (if new development the 
Hoii’hle Minister is entitled to change the answer. I do not sa\ that the 
answer is wron^. I am not supposed to know whether the .inswei is wrnnj^^ 
or not. Possibly he will ^ive a better answer; so he ha*, witlidiawn it. 

Preparation of rules of the Money Landers Act, 1939. 

*30. Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH SEN: <n) Will the llon’ble Ministei in 
ehaii^^e oi the .hidieial Ih^jiartnient Ik* pleastal to state whethei an) rules ha\e 
lH‘en hanied setting iorth the (luiditions regarding the >(otiti«M| Itaiiks mulei 
the Bengal Money l^'iiders Act, 1940 (Act X of 1940) ^ 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the negative, will tlie Hon’ble Ministei l>e 
j/leastnl to state the reasons for the delay? 

(c) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble .Minister 
lie (deased to state when he int(‘nds to i>la< e the rule.s hefoK* the House? 

The Hon’blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: ui) Diaft rules are 

under preparation. 

ih) Delay is due to the state of eno'igem v prevailing in the Piovince 

(r) The rules will be placed lielore the House as early as jsissible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs M ith ref(*ren(<* t(> answer (/yi, nanielN, 
“Delay is due to the state of einergenc) prevailing in the province will 
the HoiTble Ministei l»e plea*>(*d In state if the dapan(‘se stood in tin* wa\ of 
drafting these rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: \.>: lapanese 

bombing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wbai eme rgcnc\ is referred to here? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: M\ honourable 
friend knows full well about the emergenc) prevailing in the province 
ineluding tlie declaration of a state of emergency by the (ioverninent itself. 

Mr. DHIRENDBA NATH BEN: Mill tlu* Hon'bb* Ministei })e pleased 
to state if it would be possible for him to place the rules before the House 
(luring the current '•ession of the Assembly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I hope so 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mill the Hon'hle Nfinistei Ih* pleased 
to stat«* it it is a ta( t tliat certain draft rules have already Ihvii prepared 
and largel\ approv«*d of b> tlie r«‘pre.seni.uives of different sections of this 
House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Draft rules were 
certeinly prepared, and the last conferentM* 1 had with representatives of 
different parties of the House was in the earlier part of this mouth. 





UUE8TI0NS. 



Kllifl Saiiadtir MOHAMMED ALI* Th^ Ucm'bla Miniiiter thut 

the enier^^Dcv on account of the Japanese homhinft in the way. Ar# 

we to assume tliat on account of this hoiiihin|f all tlie Miiii'«it»‘r'j luul to run 
away from ('alcuttaJ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Miiu^tetv ,lo not 
run awii\. Sonic honouralilc nieinheis ilo. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Wtli die tion'hle .Minister ]>e 

pie.iHeil fit state lniv\ nian\ ot ihem were |*iesenl at t)ie tune of flu* liomhiMir 
and w lietlici he \\.»s presenl !" 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: t VilainK nnself 

and almost all of m\ collenjrues were present. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'Ide Mmistei pleased 
to state how man\ ot die kliaki ihnl meinhers .staxeil in ('alentla durinjr the 
la‘it air raids 'f 

The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 do not know, 

but eertainlx not ni\ honourable frieiitl, the (|ue.stiofier. ( laiu^’hter. ) 


Removal of Water-hyacinth. 

•31. Maidvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: ia) With reteieme to the leply 
jfiven to supplementary (questions ot .starred question No. on the L^hth 
March, VXiH, wdll the ilon’ble Minister in eharj^e of the Atrii<nlture. (V 
0|»€.rative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Deiwrtment be pleased lo state 
whether any reply has .since l>een received from the Ruilwu) authoritii*s P 
ih) If the answer to [a) is in the affirinative, will the ilon’ble Muiisfei Ifo 
pleas(Ml to lay on the Table copies ot the iclevant portions ol the 
oorresiHiiideiicel^ 

if) Will the Hon’blc Ministei be pleased to state what action have the 
Government taken t(> acquire )M»wer o\e! the Hallway and the Local Hodies 
for removal of the [lest from lands in their imssession ? 

^d) Will the IIouTde Minister lie pleased to state — 

(/) what actions have since lieeri taken ajrainst y.emimliiis joi *Mdmeiii^ 

the Water Hyacinth Act; 

Cii) the number ol prosecutions, if any, made in enforcing the .Act • 

(Hi) the iiiiniher of case*- that have l>eeii tri^Ml in the cmiris; 

(tr) the iiuiiiIkm* of sueli i ase.s that end«*d in conviction; 

(r) the niaxiiiHim and inininium jmni'^hment inflicted; and 
(ri) the amount that have l>een ‘'i>ent m each ol the yeais— 

1938- 39, 

1939- 40, 

1940- 41, and 
194M2 

for the removal ol the pest — 

(1) for the District of Faridpur as a whole, and 

(2) for the subdivision of OfHilnndoP 
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(e) Will the Hoo^ble Minister be pleased to state tte principle followed 
for the removal of the pe«t from the district? 

(/) Do the Government contemplate to make any change in their 
j)riDciple? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MauIvi 
Hashem Ali Khan)S (ft) and (//> No; Imt in re*<|KHise to the re([uest made 
the aiitliof it le^ cleared the railway ditches within the Goalundo 

suh(li\ isioii during' ihe last Water-hyacinth Week in Fehriiai} , 1942. It 
is repojted that the cleared areas have again Ix'en filled up with the ])est 

(r) I iidni the Bengal Water Hyacinth Act, 193G, llailways and local 
fK>die« »nu,\ la* directed b> District Magistrates to (!lea! water-hyacinth fiom 
land 01 water in their iiossession. Failing compliance orders may he issued 
by IHstrict Magistrates to take up the work by the agency of the district 
staff and U* recover the cost from the |>arties coioerned. 

special action was taken against zeinindais. Nt^ices were 
issued on them tni inan\ occasions tor removal ot water-hyacinth from their 
lands iind the\ invariablN responded and rendered pecuniary hel[» and 
exten(le<l theii c(»-o|wM-atiou for I'emoval ot the pest. 
iii) 204. 

(Hi) 203; one case pending. 

(iv) One; others let off wdth warning. 


(v) 

A fine of Rs.2r>, 

in default simple imprisonment 

for two weeks. 


Year 

For the 

For Goalundo 


district . 

subdivision. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

(ri) 

1938-39 . . 

1,770 

360 


1939-40 . . 

2,482 

693 


1940-41 . . 

4,100 

1,000 


1041-42 . . 

16,366 

4,450 


(r) It is the policy of Government to tackle the problem of the eradication 
(f V nter-h\ acinth in the first instance on a voluntary basis without recourse 
to coercive action under the Bengal Water Hyacinth Act. It is only when 
there is m> resp<)nse that legal action lor the compulsory clearan(^e of water- 
hyacinth is tnken. 

(/) No. 

Mftttlvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA! With rctercuct- n* aii^wcr {<i) and 
th), w'ill the Hoii ble Minister he ]>leased to state whether actually a letter 
was addressed and, if .sj). w’hen ^ 

The Mon'ble Kban Bahadur MauIvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: A letter 
was addir>sed and the la.st repl\ received from the District Magistrate, 
haridpur, was dated 8th December. 1942. No reply has been received from 
i he Bai I wa y , a u t h ori t iee . 
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MitflVf AMHiO AU MRIDHAt With reference to answer (d}(w). 
the Hon’ble Minister Ive pleased to state if in any of these cases persons 
were let off on receipt of t'ertain amounts for <‘ertaiii purposes? 

Tht Hon’tolt Khan Bahtdiif McuIyi HASHEM Atl KHANfi 1 do not 

know. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it u fad that in a very large uuinher 
of cases where persons were locused and siih'ieiiuentlx let off they were 
compelled to contribute certain amounts to certain funds started by the local 
officials ? 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 1 do not 

know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Tlon'ldc Ministei <M)nsidcr the 
(le8iral)ilit\ of making an en<|uirv into tlie matt«‘r? 

The Hen'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Yes. 

certainl.N 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With refe fence to answer (</)(/), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stale what kind of |M‘cuniarv help 
was receiv(‘(l and \\)i(‘ie ^^as it cretliledy 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN; 1 want 

notice. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: M'lll the Jlon'hh' Mini.siei he pleased 

to slate uhclliei it !«* .1 ).i< I that monc\ was realis(‘(l hut it did not sf»rve ihe 
j)Ul j)osc ot (hMiiiig w .ttci -h\ .11 ini h Is that .« tact ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN; \o f 

do not know . 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Will the Hon'lde Ministei l>e 

pleased to state how miiiiy zemindars weie prosecuted? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: i (annot 

give (he details witiiout notue. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: I.s it a la< l that the zcmindat ^ wetr in 

(he suit and on!\ in •«ome cases llu* tenants against their will were compelled 
in tlie name of tie* authorities to make ( learaiice of water-hv acinth and no 
effective action was taken? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Xo, Sir. 

1 do not know'. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the flon'hle Minister make uu 
enquiry with regard to the allegations tliat have been made? 

The Hon’ble Khan BMiadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHANs Yei. 


9 
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Ktian Sahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Witfa'~ reference to nnewer 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is satisfied with the enccese 
of the present scheme with regard to the removal of water-hyacinth f 

The Hon'bh KhM Bifuahir Mai/fW HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Of course 

in HOII 14 * (lietrirls it lias hfeii successful. 

Miulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hoii’ble Mini.ster be pleased 
to state if I am wron^? to suggest that the condition has Wcome worse since 
1938 — rather it is in a very bad condition now? 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I will hold 
an enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if, in view of the lacuna known and found under which local officials 
can abuse the provisions of this Act, Government is considering the 
desirability of making suitable amendments to the Act? 

Thi Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: If we 

receive any suggestion which may help in stopping the dishonest methods 
adopted by the officers or their misconduct, I will certainly consider that 
question. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer '‘no” in 
(/'), will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeasiHl to .state whether he con.siders it 
desirable to hold an enquiry as to why the action so far taken has not been 
of an effective character so far as the (dearance of water-hyacinth was 
cont^ernwl ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 1 do not 

tlimk that the principle adopted is not successful. What 1 .suggested was 
that (Government was not willing to take coercive action at the first stage, 
if voluntary action failed. There is a provi,sion of law. The District 
Magistrate can take action; he can get the w^ater-hyacinth cleared off and 
money can be realised from the partie.s concerned. There i.s a clear provi- 
sion. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Nsminatisn in Nater Municipality. 

8» Kaii ABUL MA8UD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and liocal Self-tGovemment Department be pleaseil to 
state— 

(0 who are the present nominated memliers of the Nator Munioi* 
}mlity; and 

(fi) whether any of them was candidate for election to the said 
municipality P 
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[b) If tke answer to (tf)F (iV) in in the affiriuatite, #ill tie Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state the result of their election Y 

ic) Is it a fact that those who hine failed to come through election 
have l>ee/i nominated as meml)er** of the said municipality!^ 

(fi) If the answer to u') is in the aHirmutive. will the Ilon’ble Minister 
he pleaM*d to stati‘ the n‘ason therebir!' 

MINISTER in oharga of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’blo Mr. Sintoih Kumar Baau): 

(a)0> Mauivi Kamarii7.%anian Amin, Khan Sahib Mnuivi Md. Maxhar Ali 
Shah, Mauivi Md. Naruddin Talukdar and Rabu (topendra Prasad Sukul. 

iu} Thiee of them stood as <'andidutes for ele<*tion. 

(b) One of them witlnlrew, one was defeat^nl and the third was aliaeut 
fmni the municijuility at the time of the election and did not contest it. 

(r) A defeated candidate was nominated. 

(d) There is no hard and fast rule that undei m> circumstances a defeated 
aandidate should he apjsiinted. The ^fcneral jirinciple follt>we<l in making 
nominations is to secure the association in the administnttion of the local 
bodies of i^ersous siuM-iullv fitted in the opinion of (lovernment for a]>|»oint- 
ment as meinU‘rH of these htnlies. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; With reference to answer (d) whore the 
HonTde Minister says that there is no hard and fast rule that under no 
circumstaiues a defeated candidate should be appointed, is there any hard 
and fast rule )»romul^^uted by the Ministry that only persons w’ho have been 
defeated in t!m election and wbo do not enjoy the confidence of the public 
should be nominated to jamitions of responsibility F 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BAIU: (Vrtainly not 

Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY. Is there any hard and fast rule that the 
inajoritN (»f nominations should go to the defeated candidates and to thoae 
who do not eiijo\ the confidence of the public? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU; Wholly iucorrect. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Why has the Hon’ble Minister nominated 
f>er8ons who do not cnjo> the confidence of the public? Is it because he 
and his party and his Ministry do not enjoy the confidence of the public? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The Hon'ble Minister appoints meml>ers 
of his own part\ as he himself does not enjoy the confidence of the public. 

Tht^Hoil’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The honourable member 
might indulge in an.\ asjMTsions he likes to suit his own coDvenienc.e. 

Kail ABUL MASUD: Will the Hon'ble Minister lie pleased to state 
whether he is aware of the fact that the deposit money of Babu Oopendra 
Prasad Sukul was forfeited and yet he has been nominated? 
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Th$ Mr. iAMTMH KUMAR BAiUs Babu Gopeudra Praam 

ISukul filet! his application and deposited his money from Lucknow. Bu 
'owiijjif to illneHM he (;o\ild neither attend the election, nor withdraw th( 
4ipplication in time. That is the reason why his security deposit wai 
forfeited. 

Kazi ABUL MASUD: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to statt 
wdiether Balm (iopendra Prasad Sukul is the Chairman of Xator Municipality: 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Aery likely. 

Miulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister hi 
pleased to state if the fortunate defeated candidate who has been nominated 
belongs to the Progressive (’oalition Party ^ 

The Hoii*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: A\ ho is the fortunate 
defeated candidate who has Ihhui nominated? 

Mr. M, A, H. I8PAHANI: Will the Hon'ble Alinister he jdeased t# 
state a hat [irompled him to nominate defeated ( aiididates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: 1 h.i\(* not appointiMl 

defealeil candidates almost m ‘lo p(‘i rent, ot the iiomi iiat ions iij) till now 
But so tai as one or two cases are conceno'd. in everv case there has becMi 
u \ er\ ^00(1 nuisoii. So tar as Nalor is concerii(*d. these gentleiiien have 
been declared to he ver\ popular in the paiticulai localitv 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: W ill the Hon hh* Mmistei he pleased to 
state vhelhei ati> landidate gains poj)ulant> h\ getting defe.i1(*d at the 
■eb'ctioii Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 h .Ne already s.id that 

in the case ot Balm (hipendia Prasad Sukul he was away at laieknow and 
'did not at all conti'st the (dection and his deteat was onl\ a technical ileteat. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sn, 1 heg to move 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As \ou kin*w, the convention is tlnit on the 
<la> on which the budget is juesented im oihei- husines> j., transaided. I 
?ihall waive the question of urgene\ and \ou may bring it up any day next 
eek. 


Left over Questions. 

Khen Bshedur MOHAMMED ALI: AVe were assured yesterday that 
the iiiHVstioins which were held over would be taken up today. Are you not 
going to take them today? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, not today. Further the Hon*ble Khan 
Bahadur M.^ Abdul Karim is not here. 
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Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOOt Th« Hon hie Nawah Bahadur i« here.. 
The queatioua which were not taken up Iwauae of his absence mifrltt be- 
tak^n up today. 

Mluivi AHMED All MRIDHA: The Hoirhle Mr Shaiusuddin Ahmed 
IS here. He said that un«tarre<l question X<>. 1 wouhl ho taken up today. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 .un leadN with my 
]niper>, hut 1 think it ina\ ht* taken up on Monda> . 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: !t ^^il) he taken up .m Monday. 

BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 184344. 

Budget Btatement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr Deputy S)Haker, Sir. I 
rise tf) jueseiit the Hudjj'et for the \eur I‘M-h44. 

The wai has come \er\ chkse indeed to fteiijkml since Dr. Mookerjee 
piesented the ]tudj?et for Dt4'J-4d a >ear a««). Aftei the fall of Sin^fa|K)ie 
the flood of Japanese a^rjriession swept tliiou.ifh Hurina up to the vf‘i\ liordeis 
of Henj^al, cutting* us off from tho.se feitile plains that liave foi so loiik** 
served as a reservt* ricf* ^'‘ramn\ foi this IhoMiice ami tnmi the wells troio 
which we drew* the hulk of the oil for our lamps. I-’oi months an unemlini^' 
stream (tf refup-ees in the last extremities of distresN and destitution hrou^ht 
home to the |)eople of this Pro\ince the luthlessmvss of war. h'oi a time 
enemy warships ( hised th(‘ lia> to all hut a ineajj'K* trickle fd whipping and 
in th<‘ air (’liitta>:on#r. Ferii ami more fec»*ntl\ t’alcufta ha\e been hoinhed. 

In spite of all. ami althoup'h the enein.v is slill entiencheil just lieyond 
our southern fsu-dei, there is mine, 1 make Ixihl to sa\, who does not fare 
the future with j^reater confidence than a year a>fo. That (onfidenee is n 
(•/)mix)uud of maii\ faf tors: the mafrniiieent feats of the Hed Arm\ from 
Leiiiii^rrad to the Caucasus, the smashin^r vi( torv of the Kiffhth Army in 
Tdbya and Tri|K)litania, the mcupalion h\ an Allied foice of several hundred 
miles of the coast of North Africa, the hultiiijf of the tide of a^?frt*©«^<ion 
in the South-West Pat‘ific and. nearer home, the oulstaiidin^f succesnes of 
the R.A.F. ajfaiiist night raiders. 

The ever mounting scale of the o|>eiations based on this Province ha^ 
given rise to many novel and complex problems. Normal trade channels 
have !)een seriously di.sorganisod : militarv demands on rail and river-l)ome 
tran8|»ort have involved the most drastic curtailment of (he volume of traffic 
available for civil re<piirements and contributed materially to the difficulties 
of (he aui>ply situation; circumstances have com|)elled Government to enter 
into hitherto untrodden fields and the activities of the newly formed and 
rapidly expanding Directorate of Civil Sup|)Iies seem likely to entail very 
heavy outlays from provincial revenues and to l)e of such a nature that on 
their .success will depend very largely (he welfare of the Provincie throughout 
the coming year. Tt would the height of folly to think (hat one could 
AKanMt AvaeniirKf ftii/i vitbniit <*onfiiflion from the haphazard distribution of 
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I)eace4ime plenty to a aysiem of distribution that aims at the moat equitable 
and economical use of the supplies available. I shall revert to this aubject 
later. 

I ahull roitrlufle these prefatory observations by a brief reference tt> two 
events, not connected with the war, w^hich have affected our Budget for the 
current year. The first of these is the campaig’n of sabotage anti hooliganism 
initiated in August last after the airest of the Eongiess leaders. All right 
thinking men must deplore and condemn the loss of national assets which 
this campaign involved and the spirit of lawlessness which it sought to 
engender. Tt jm|K)sed a heavy burden on the administration at a time when 
the tension due to the menace of hostile aggression was already acute. Ft 
is satisfactory to note that Government servants met the situation with 
courage and resolution. The Police in particulai' rose nobly to the rs'casiruj 
and have their credit many conspicuou's acts fd devfjtion to dut\ Except 
in the district of Midna|K)re the movement was s|>eedil\ brought under 
control, but not without substantial extra exjHmdituie in the quelling of 
disturbances and the rounding up of culpriis. 

The other event t(» wdiirh I must letei is the de\astaling csclone and 
flood which sw(‘pt over the districts of .Midnapoie and !34-Pai'ganas in the 
middle of Gctolrer last. The area affected h\ this disaster was Muiie ‘1,400 
s<|uare miles with a isrpulation of nearl\ 2') lakhs. About twent\ per cent. 
»)f the area was laid almost completely waste: fiftv [fei cent, suffered severely 
and the rest has l>een affected to a surallei extent. Mortal it \ both among 
men and cattle was extremely heav\. It is estimated that nearl\ 00 lakhs 
will b(‘ lerjuired for relief oj>etations and about TO lakhs for agricultural loans 
to cultivatru’s in the affected areas. A further iterrr of extra ex|)enditure is 
the (‘ost rrf repairs to irrigation ernbarrkmerrts ^.wefrt a'\av bv the flrsnl. whir h 
it is estinrated will r-ost sr^me 00 lakhs 

Let nre now turir to the accourrt.s for 1011-42 

In our Heviserl Estimates tor that vear we had expected to errd with 
TeNenue deficit of a ciore and ‘1 lakhs. The actual deficit turned orrt to be 
56 lakhs oitly. This improvement of 47 lakhs was due mainly to the slowing 
rlown of exfMurditure in the closing months of the \ear. Outside the Itevenue 
Accouirt the surplus of a crore and S lakhs forecast in the Beviserl proved in 
ar'tual wmkirig to he 7S lakhs only — a worsening of lakhs. This was 
because the A.ILP. advance from the Ceirtre which it had l)een assumed 
would he 75 lakhs turned out to lie 44 lakhs only on the basis of the 
exi»enditure i^ctually inc'urred. The comhined effect of the improvement of 
47 hvkhs in the Revenue Section and the deterioration of 30 lakhs outside 
it was to raiie the closing Ivalance by IT lakhs. According to the Revised 
our closing balance was to have been a crore and 15 lakhs. The actual 
closing balance stood at a <‘rore and 32 lakhs. 

Our indebtedness at the cloHt» of the yer^r stood at a crore and 44 lakhs 
out of which 1 crore was on account of Treasury Bills and the balance on 
accmmt of the A.R.P, advance from the Centre. 

Lei me no.w pass on to the Revised Estimate for the current year. 
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According to the Budget Estimate the yeor was to start with an o))ening 
balance of a crore and 15 lakhn and to end with a oioaing halauce of 79 
lakhs. The Revisetl Jvitiiuate places the o{)eniug balance at a crore and 
32 lakhs and the closing Iwlance at a crore and 54 lakh.**. Revenue Receipts 
are expected to he 2 lakhs lower than the original estinuite and eN[)eDditure 
on revenue acrount likely to exceed the Budget figure by 4tJ lakhs. 
Outside the Revenue Account the Budget provided for a surplu.s of 70 
lakhs, hut according to the Revised there will l>e a surplus of a crore and 
76 lakhs — an improvement ot a crore and 6 lakhs 

The increase of 75 lakhs in the (dosing halame is thus the net result 
of the tollowin^> \ariatinns: — 

an incieasc ot 17 lakhs in the halam e ; 

a decrease cd 2 lakhs in Revenue whicdi coupled with an incieuse of 
4() lakhs Mi f‘\|H*nditure means a total worsening of 4S lakhs in 
the Re\enue Section; and 

finally, an improvement of a crote and 6 lakhs in the se«‘ti(m oustide the 
Revenue Account. 

Let me now give a hricl account id ea« h ot these cdmiigcs. 

The ojHMiing halauce adopted in the Revise*! is the m'tuiil (dosing halaiice 
of the preceding sear. 

Tinder Revenue receipts, althotigh the total estimate adopted in the 
Revi.sed approximates very closely to that in the lludget, there base heen 
substantial variations under certain imiwrtaut heads. The heads which 
have served Us much better than we ex|)ected are Income Tax, Exedse and 
Foiest while the heads which have let us down are Land Revenue, Stamps 
and Other Taxes and Duties. Kiider Income Tax the yield is ex|)e(*te(l to 
he 39 lakhs ah()\e our original estimate. Excise receipts are up by 48 
lakhs. Thi.s is uttrihulahle to the larger ('onsumption of country licjuor 
as a result of the influx into this Province of large numla^rs of non-Bengalee 
labourers, evacuees and camp followers addicted to liijuor. I'orest Revenue 
is likely to improve by 11 lakhs. Alsnit half of this is attributalde to the 
general improvement in the timber market and the remainder is the result 
of special orders from the Supply I)e|>artment which were not foreseen at 
the Budget stage. Against these improvements totalling 98 laklis there 
has to be set off a worsening of an almost e(|uivalent amount made up of 
15 lakhs under Land Revenue, 25 lakhs under Stamps and 57 lakhs under 
Other Taxes and Duties. The decline under Land Revenue is due to AockL 
cyclone and adverse eox)nomic factors. The decrease under Stamps is 
sWed equally between *'Court fees” and “Non-Judicial Stamps”. The 
decline under “Court fees” is due to the working of Debt Conciliation 
Boanls and consequent reduction in cixdl litigation. That under “Non- 
Judicial Stamps” is due to the unsettled conditions of tra<le. 

The decline of 57 lakhs under “Other Taxes and Duties” is the sum 
total of a drop of 40 lakhs under Sales Tax, 12 lakhs under the Haw Jute 
Tax and 7 lakhs under Electricity Duty compensated to a veiy slight extent 
by a small increase under taxes on betting and entertainment. 
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Id regard to the Sales Tax the House is aware that this is the hrst yea] 
in which the Act has been in operation throughout the wJbole twelve montlifl 
and our original estimate was necessarily very largely a matter of g^iesi 
work. This estimate may have been on the high side even for normal 
conditions of trade but there is no doubt that the receipts have been very 
seriously affected by the reduction of private sales of building materials 
and irn{>orted goods. The short fall in receipts under the Raw Jute Taxation 
Act is due chiefly to the exemption provided in section -RJ) of the Act of 
purchases made under contracts entered into before the date of the 
commencement of the Act. The drop under Electricity Duty was only to 
he ex|>ected in view of the rigid enforcement of lighting restrictions. 

In regard to expenditure on Revenue Account, the increuNe of 4() lakhs, 
constituting as it does less than d i)er cent, of the original estimate of 16J 
(Tores, may not at first sight seem to call for much explanation. Although, 
however, the net result is inconsiderable it is the effect of ver\ substantial 
variations under certain heads. 

Broadly Hj)eaking, the variations consist ot an increase of about 50 
lakhs under “Famine relief”, 42 lakhs under “Extraoidinai v charges”, 
20 lakhs on account of dearness allowance spread ovei almost all heads, 
and J2 lakhs under “Rolice”, set off by a decrease of 44 lakhs under “Civil 
works”, lO lakhs under “hklucation”, and H) lakhs under “Public Health”. 
The figures in reH})ect of “Pcdice”, “Fivil works”, “Education”, and 
“Public Health” are exclusive ol dearness allowance which lias been 
Aej>aratel> accounted for in the foregoing enumeraticui. I shall now give a 
brief account of each of these variations. 

I have already referred to the heav\ financial burden thrown uj>on the 
Province as a result of the devastation caused by the recent cyclone and 
fl(K)d. The expenditure during the current year will l>e of the ordei ot 
50 lakhs; this amount is required for gratuitous relief and allied measures 
for the alleviation of distress. Tiarge-stale agricultural loans have also 
been issued, but these are adjusted outside the Revenue 'section of The 
Budget . 

The increase under “Extruordinui\ charges’* repiesentv the cost of 
special measures designed to meet the exigencies of the War situation. A 
little less than half of it is due to the entertainment of additional |)olice 
for the protection of vulnerable areas. The remainder is due to the creation 
of a Directorate of Civil Supplies, the organisation of Home (luards, the 
grant of seiMiration and other allowances in non-family areas, and increased 
ex|)enditure on Civil Trunsiwrt, 

I have already referred briefly to the activities of the Directorate of 
Civil Supplies. Hard things have been said and written regarding the 
Directorate and in due course the Minister-in-charge will have an opportunity 
of replying in detail to the DepartmeuCs critics. This afternoon I merely 
wish to summarise very briefly what has been done and what remains to 
be done and to emphasise the magnitude and complexity of the task to whick 
we have seF our bauds. 
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By July kwt it had become abaodaiitiy clear that the hxatioB of 
maximom pric’cs by law was no aolution of our problem: the effect waa to 
drive supplieB underground — or to what isi |M>pulnrly referred to aa “the 
black market”. The control ol prices could not be made effective without 
control of suptdies. Accordingly a new l>e|Mirtmen(, the Directorate of 
Civil Supplies, was set up. One great handicap the new l>e[HirtnuMi( has 
had to face is shortage of trained .staff. It has had to set up u new 
province-wide organisation with raw untrained material or such officers aa 
could be sjiared from othei Ih'pai tmeiits in whicli ^\<^rk had been delilnoately 
slowed down as a war measure. But in an\ case control of supplies cannot 
be {drained in a du\ I am t<dd that in tht‘ last war it took Knglund over 
a year to obtain it effecti\ely. In less than six months \\v lia\e with 
the co-operation of the (iovernmeat of India reached a |M>sition where we 
are assured of actual control of all supplies of iiniKirted wheat and (lot; 
of domestic coal; of sugar; and, thunks to the c()-o)ieration of the Oil 
(’omiwnies, of kerosene. 

Now’ that control of the sup|)lies of these loinmodities is assured, we caiv 
turn to the problem of effective <listribufion. A start has l)eeii made and the 
Distributing Trades Tribunal whose functions have been publicly explained, 
ifi a guarantee that the ^.election of main distributors will be impartial and 
busines.slike. The strictncs.s of our ( ontrol o\er <listi ibution must be ]iropoi- 
tionate to the degree of striijgen(\\ in supply. 

In the case (d rice the struggle ioi <’ontrol of supplies at fair prii’ea is 
still continuing ami oui success v\ill depend in large imnisure <*n the realisii- 
tiou all c<>nc(*rned, from < ulti\ator to eonsumei, that >ve mean business 
and are determined to jmt a stoj) to profiteering. During the past six months 
while we have been negotiating, jK‘rsua<ling and fighting for eff«*eHve control 
<d supjdies, we have hud to deal with repeated emergencies as best we could; 
much as it has gone against the grain, w’c have had tf> temporise with 
profiteers and si)eculiitor.s in order to keep supplies going. That phase w'<» 
hope and lielieve is roniing tf» an end ns jmr ])lans for securing control of 
supplie.s liegin to bear fruit. 

The cost of the Directorate during the < urrent year is estimated at 
4^ lakhs. An advance of 50 lakhs has recently l>een plarod at the disposal 
of the Directorate for the purchase of fooclstuffs. This amount will be 
adjusted in the Debt Deposit Section of the Budget. 

The increase of 20 lakhs under “Dearness allowance” spread over different 
heads of ex|»enditure, represents the additional relief granted to employee# 
on moderate pay in order to mitigate the hardship t-aused by the almormal 
rise in the cost of living. Details of the measure of relief, sanctioned from 
time to time, will be found in the Foreword to the Red Book. 

Out of the increase of 12 lakhs under Police about 4} lakhs is due to 
the reorganisation of (Mvic (tuards with a view to improve their efficiency and 
a further 5 lakhs to the grant of the Police emergency areas bonus to the 
subordinate ranks. The remainder of the increase is due to a variety of 
factors such as higher cost of materials and extra transport for improving 
tlM mobility of the force. 
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Among other items of additional expenditure included in the revised 
there are two which call for individual mention. The first is the scheme for 
the improvement of food production. 

In on attempt to replace the rice Bengal used to obtain from Burma and 
generally to ensure adequate supplies of food Government launched the 
““Grow More Food’’ campaign in the beginning of the current year. 
Vigorous {nropaganda for increasing the acreage under cultivation was 
followed by the purchase and distribution of improved varieties of paddy, 
mustard, lentil and potato seed. Seeds of various kinds of vegetables and 
cuttings of sugarcane were also distributed. The outlay on this project is 
estimated at 18} lakhs but a considerablp j)urt of it — about 10 lakhs — is 
•expected to l)e recovered. 

The se(^ud scheme deals with measures foi the control of vagrancy. The 
House will recall that a provision of 2 lakhs was included in the current 
year’s Bu(l,get ffu a s|>eciai interest-free advance to facilitate airangements 
for the removal of beggars from (’ahuitta pending the allocation of financial 
responsibility among the parties concerned. Detailed examination of the 
proposal, however, made it clear that if the scheme were to be put into 
•operation within a reasonable time it would have to be taken up directly by 
Government in the first instance, the (juestion of financial liability l)eing left 
over for decision later on. (’onsiderable difficulty was exj^erienced in the 
selectio?! of a suitable site and later in obtaining the necessary building 
materials The site finally selecte<l is at Mahalandl in the district of 
Murshidabad where the con.stnn tion of buildings designed to accommodate 
5,000 vagrants has already commenced The cost of this scheme as now 
worked out stands at a capital outlay of lakhs and a recurring annual 
•expend it lire of f) lakhs. The high cost is due to the abnormal rise in the price 
of building materials, clothing and foodstuff. Tt is antii'ipated that the 
"Outlay in the current \eai will he OJ lakhs. 

The i net ease on account of these and other small items of additional 
•expenditure is offset by minor decrease'^ under other hea<1s. 

The heads which are responsible for the more substantial reductions are, 
as already stated. Fivil Works, Education and Public Health. The decrease 
xinder (’ivil Works is due t(» .slowing down of both road and building work 
partly by design and partly owing to the non-availability of materials. 
Under E<liication the decrease is due to .smaller grants to those District 
Schmd Boards which have accumulated large l>alances. Under Public Health 
the decrease is due to the dearth of tube-well materials which made it 
imtmssihle to utilise the Water Supply grants to any great extent. 

Tt remains now to explain the improvement of a crore and six lakhs in 
the Debt Dei>08it Section of the Budget. This improvement is due to a loan 
of 2i crores granted to us by the Government of India for Ways and Means 
purposes. The effect of this much-needed addition to our balance has 
unfortunately Wn largely neutralised by the issue of one crore of agricultural 
loans in excess of the normal precautionary provision included in the budget 
nnd by an advance of 60 lakhs to the Directorate of C?ivil Supplies for the 
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purchase of food grains; with the result that we have had to ask the Central 
Government to extend the period tor which this loan waa made for a further 
twelve months. 

The estimated t losing halanre at the end of the curreui year is, as already 
stated, a crore and 54 lakhs. This, however, includes nearly 4 croree of 
borrowed money made up as follows : — 

Ways and Means advance ... '2 crores 50 lakhs 

A.R.P. advance outstanding in ivsjH?ct 
of 194142 35 lakhs 

('ivil Defence advance in the < \iiren< 

year 1 croje 10 lakhs 


Total 3 crores 95 lakhs 


T noa take iij> the estimates foi I!>43-4L 

The year starts with an opening halaioe ot a (Tore and fifty-four lakhs, 
which, lis j ha^e alit'adv explained, is the anticipated closing halance for 
the (Oirrent \ear. Hevenue ]tecei[0s jue placed at Hi civues ai]d 2 lakh*, 
nr .34 lakhs highei than the Revised The estimate (»t expenditure on 
Revenue Account stands at 17 crores and -V') lakhs, wliii h is .3.{ lakhs moie 
than the anticipated exiH*nditnie in the (Uirent \eai (fn the basis of these 
estimates tlieie v^ill he a deficit on Revenue A( count of a ( nue and fifty-three 
lakhs. The working of the ('apifal and Debt Deposit Se( tion (d tlie Budget 
is exjH»ct('(I to result in a surplus of 86 lakhs. The net »*ffet t of the deficit 
on lievenue Account and of tin* suipliis (uitsidc it is to hmIucc IIm* ojieniiig 
balance h\ (>7 lakhs The year is ai coidinglx expected to end with a closing 
halance of 87 lakhs. 

T^ef me now explain hrieflv the reasons for the \anation h«‘tween the 
Revised and the Rndget. 

The imf>ro\ement (d 34 lakhs undei “Revenue Ih-ceipts" is, hroiullv 
s|)eaking. attributable to an inciease of 20 lakhs undej “Income Tax” and 
14 lakhs undei- “Other Taxes and Duties”, The growth under “Ini^onie 
Tax" has been alhiwed on the strength (»f the latest advice received from 
the (lovernment of India. The imrease under ‘‘(Mher Taxes and Duties” 1« 
due to the antii ipation of larger receipts from the Raw- Jute Taxation Act 
on the assumption that the provision for the exemption of puichases maile 
under contracts entered info prior to 1st January, 1942, bos already worked 
itself out. There are lessei variations under other heads which {)racticallv 
cancel each other. Thus a decrease of about 11 lakhs under Agriculture 
due mainly to the omi.ssion of the .special receipts included in the Revised 
on account of the ‘Ttrow More Food” campaign is offset by an almost 
equivalent increase in I^nrl Revenue receijrts, assumed in the ex|)ectatiou 
that the coming year will l>e a normal one. free from widespread natural 
calamities. 

As I have already stated, the Budget provides for expenditure on Revenue 
Account 33 lakhs in excess of the revised estimates for the current year. 
That figure, however, is not the real measure of the additional provUion 
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included in the estimates for 1943-44. Honourable memberA will recall 
that the Revised includes 18 lakha for the “Grow More Food“ campaign. 
This provision has not been repeated for the coming year. Then again th€ 
bulk of the heavy expenditure required in the current year tor the relief of 
liistresH cauMcd by (yclone and flood has Wn omitted from the Budget, 
The reduction on this account is close u[K)n 38 lakhs. It follows, therefore, 
that the additional provision to be accounted for in the estimates for the 
comin}.»’ yeai i*^ not nierelv 33 lakh" but thi" amount plus V) laklis oi 89 
lakhs in ail. 

.\ substantial part of ibis im rease, amounting to no le.ss than 35 lakh.s, 
is atti ihiitable to the enhanced rates of dearness allowance. Ft would be 
unsafe at this stage to assume that the efforts of the Directorate of Civil 
Supjdies will ])e so siiccessful as to permit any apjueciable reduction in the 
allowances now in force. Our estimates therefore assume that today’s rate^ 
will ix* in force tor full twelve months in the coming year as against a few 
months (uily in the current year. The bulk of the remaining imrease n 
due, similarh. to the requirements throughout the whole of 1943-44. of 
schemes which lune been in force for only a part of the «*urrent year. Thus, 
an extra 17 lakhs is re(|uired for the Home Ouards Organisation, an extra 
3 lakhs for the Diiectorate of Civil Supplies and an additional sum of 9i lakh* 
for the scheme for the control of vagrancy. A further 7 lakhs i.s reipiired 
for the repair of Irrig'ation Embankments damaged l»y the flood T do not 
propose to lax the patience of the House hv a detailed enumeration of minor 
variations as full particulars will Ire found in tlic Bed Book. 

It will lie seen therefore that ajnnl from the im leased piovisjcn oti 
account ot dearness allow’ance. the additional provision included in th<= 
Budget is almost exclusivel\ tor the continuation of new measuies, mainlv 
connected with the war. which have been initiated in the cunent year. Two 
items only ma\ lx* said to fall outside this categmy. Tl»e budget provision 
for grants to I)istri< t School Boards is 8 lakhs higher than the revised: but 
3 lakhs of this is intended to permit the payment of a dearness allowance 
to teachers in primary sclmuls There is also a new juovision of about 1 lakh 
for the impi-oNemeiit of the silk industry — a scheme of special im|X)rtaiice 
at the present time when there is a large* demand for high (juality silk for 
parachute's for the Defence services. 

The surplus of St> lakhs in the Debt Deixcsii Sectieui of the Budget i.s 
due princijmllN to the advane'e of a crore and 0 lakhs from the Centre in 
resjiect of the provincial share of the jioolable Civil T>efene p expenditure in 
the coming year. 

This will be oflset to some extent by the reiwyment of 31 lakhs 
representing u flltli part of the advances ree’eived ou the same account in 
1941 -4^^ and the current year.. 

As a result of the many and varied extra burdens thrown on the revenues 
of the Provine e by the war, our annual expenditure is now some 160 lakba 
more than our revenue. 
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Outsidip tbp R6V6nuf Arc(mnt also there would have been a heavy dehcit 
durin.gr the ourrent year, had we not obtained a Ways and Means advance 
of 2h crores from the Central Government in addition to the A.U.P. advance 
of one crore ten lakhs. As I have already informed the House on the dlst 
March, 1948. we shall be owingr India 4 crores. It should therefore itceasion 
no surprise when I tell honourable members that I consider it in\ duty to 
ask the House to empower me to raise additional revenue »lurintr the coming 
year. 

T have no intention ot trying to balain e ni\ hinlget : I d(» imt profmse 
that we should “|>ay as we go”: that would re(|uire additional taxation fur 
beyond anything T can contemplate at the present time The estimattul 
yield of the enhanced taxation I have in mind will Ik* about 88 lakhs. We 
shall still have to lM)riow one crore six lakhs tti meet oni slime (jf the jHiolable 
('ivil Defence expenditure, and after the repuvment of <oie-fiftl» of the loans 
taken on this account in 1941-42 and 1942-48 the net increase in ottr 
indebtedness will be 75 lakhs. s<> that on 8lst March. HMl. we shall be 
owing India 4 crores 75 lakhs 

1 a])preciate that even with an addition of 88 lakhs oin ( losing halatice 
at 119 lakhs will l)e (juite inadequate for times su( h as these thioiigh which 
wc are now passing. tM»r have I overlooked the fact that oiir hmlgct (‘s(imat(‘s 
do not include an> provision on account of a snhvention for the Calcutta 
(\iriM»ralioii — an inevitahle liahilitv: hut these are ditticult 1iiij(‘s unrl wliile 
T have no lo'sitatinn in asking the House to enhatice the rates oj (he* (luti(‘s 
i'l tlie Bill now in meiiihers’ hands. I am anxious not to do anything that 
iiiisiht entail anv material addition to the alreadv phenomctiallv high cdst 
of living toi the poorer (lasses And so for tin* (im«‘ heing I mn content to 
nir(M a part of oni vvai fiim‘ c\'|>emliturc with iMorowed ihoii»*\ : nor do I 
cnnsidci' that this (oiiise is un(Htho(I(»x or unsound in lfi(‘ picsoni eincigcncv: 
oi ,11 least tor so long as we are unable tfi rerluce the pri( (*s of tfie mnessaites 
('t life from the fuesent high levels. 

APPENDIX. 


fKiKao'H KP’ in llioiiHiin'lh of rupM'H.] 

1942 - 48 . 


Rf'cei 

Actuals, 

1941-42. 

f ^ " 

Budget. 

— \ 

Revis'd 

BiidL'ct , 
1918-44. 

Opening Balance 

Revenue Heceipts 

Receipts from Debt Heiwls . . 

1,99,')I 

14,94.28 

2o,m>,t)2 

1,14,78 

18.89.79 

IH, 88.89 

I,82,4t> 

18.87.88 

28.48,98 

1 ,58,78 
18.91,87 
28,82.42 

Total 

41.84,41 

88,47.91 

45.48, !H 

44,18,95 

Erpfnditvre. 
Revenue Expenditure 

Capital Expenditure 
Expenditure on Debt Heads. 
Closing Balance 

ir>,;5().88 
-4.88 
. 24,86.26 

1,82.46 

h», 78.88 
- 2,88 
17,96,17 
78,74 

17,21.81 

89 

26,89,;H 

1 ,58,78 

17,54,88 

29 

28,76,87 

86,54 

Total 

41,64,41 

35,47,91 

45,43,91 

44,18,06 
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[Figures are in tliousands of rupees.] 
194249. 


Net BestUt. 

Actuals. 

r 

-A ^ 

Budget. 

Surplus -f 

Deficit - 

J94I42. 

Budget. 

Revised. 

19I3-44. 

On Revenue Account 

Surplus 4' 

Deficit — 

-56,10 

-1,05,69 

-1,64,08 

-1,62,98 

Outside Revenue Account . . 

Total. 

Surplus 4- 
Defioit 

4-78,99 

-t 69,60 

+ 1,76,44 

+86,76 

Excluding Opening Balance . 

, . "t* 22,89 

-35,99 

+21,36 

-67,22 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


Th« Bdfigal Fifiancft Bill, 1943. 

Tht HOfl’bIt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. [ he^ to introduce the 
Bengal Finance Bill, 1943. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: <hi a Jioinl of order. Sir. We are not 
q\fite sure if it is; in order t(> introduce a Bill which has not been made 
available to the iiieiiiber.s before and which lia^ been jilaced on the table only 
today. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hill ha^ been {mblished in the 
<'airutt(i (io:cfte today. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We do not know anything of it. If 
the Bill had Wn circulated previously, if it had been sent to us at least 7 
days before, then it could have been introduced. If it was published in the 
Calcvtta Gazvttf, no introduction was necessary. In the I'ase of (fovernment 
Bills if a Bill was previously published in the Calnittn (rdztttf, formal 
introduction would not l>e necessary. Bui now the position is that this Bill 
has neitftier lH*en gasetted nor has it ]>een made available to the meniWrs 
earlier. It has Wn circulated to the members today only. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, in this case I have already 
waived the rule. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA SANYAL: With due deference to you, Sir, I 
submit that in the case of an important measure like the Finance Bill 
involving taxation which affects hundreds and thousands and lakhs of people 
you should not hurry the measure up and hustle the House. 
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, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Saiiyal, you will get loU of oppor- 
tunities to apeak on this Bill. This is merely a formal introduction. You 
cannot raifee any objection at this stage. You will have your chance when 
the Bill will be discussed. 1 hope you will not oppose at this stage. As I 
have said, this is mere introduction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right. 

(The Secretary tlien read tlie short title of the Hill.) 

Adjoumment. 

The House was then adjourned at 4-4o p.in. till 4 p.iu. on Wednesday* 
the 17th February, 194-3, at the Assembly House. Calcutta. 
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Proceedingi of tho Banfal Leg itlative AMombly Mtembled under 
the Provision t of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tiik Asskwhi.v met iu the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the ITtli February, 194-1, at 4 ji.ni. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd JALAi.ruDiN Hashf.my) in the Chair, 
7 Hoii’ble Ministers and 194 nieiiibers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Stock of quinine with Government. 

♦32. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: in) Will the Hon’ble Mmistei in 
rhatf^e ol the koiest and Excise Department be plea.se 4 l to state — 

(/) the amount ot stock ut (lUinim* ui* to Manh. 1942: and 

(//) the amount of <|uinim* that \\as eon'^miied in Ihmjial foi tin* ^ea^^ 
19ri5-dtl and 19-11-42, icspeetiveK y 

(6) Will the Hoirble Ministei be j>lea-(‘d to state uluMbei it a fact 
that the ( tovernimml has reserM‘(l a i (uisidei able (ju:intu\ ot (|Uinine for 
military luniHjsesy 

(r) Will till' lloii’ble Ministtu be pleas(‘d to state the a\<‘rafjre ple-^\a^ 
rate ot (|uinim‘ and the pre.sent late ot quinine pei innind'' 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman); omm The niock ludd b\ tlie 
PiHiNineial Fimhona Departimmt on the INt Maieh. I!t42, lb-. 

(//) The amounts of Helical tio^eInmelJt quinine oonsumed in Ilenjjal 
were as follows: — 

lbs. 

Ibdo-dG .. 2:1,354 

1941-42 ... 50,666 

Accurate tig'ure.s aliout the eonsuinjUion of tjuinine imjKUted into Bengal 
by private agencies from outside dining the^e years are not available. But 
it is estimated that on average 90,0(K) lbs. of (piinine were consumed iu Bengal 
annually during the last few years. 

{It) Duinine i> eontridletl liy the ( ential (Tovernment. I have no informa- 
tion on the jioint, but no Bengal quinine ha- Ivon so reserved. 

(c) The pre-war price was Rs.18 per lb. 

The present price is Rs.25-8 per lb. 
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Miulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to st«te, with reference to answer (r), whether he ivS aware of the fact that 
the present price of quinine in the mufassal is more than Us. 2r)0 per 
pounds 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That is not Govern- 
ment (juinine. That much I can say. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reterenci' to an>\ver (M, where it 
is stateil tliat (juinine is <'<)ntix)Iled b\ the (Viitral (lovtMiiinent , will the 
Ifon’ble Minister be pleased to slate wliat is the undeistamlin^^ between the 
Centml (Toveniment and the Provincial (io\ernnienl h\ which the Provincial 
(lovernment permuted the ( entral (i<»\ernment to contnd the production in 
this province y 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: It m.is not a qiiestion 
of permission by the province to tlie (Viitre The arran^MMiieiU that was 
made at the l)(dh) ('oiiierence uas that the two piodiicin^ p!o\inc(‘s, viz., 
Hen”:al and Madras, would throw in their pioiluction alon^' with the leservt* 
held at the Centix'. The (’entie luul made s^one purchases Irom Java either 
befon‘ the war started or Java t(*ll. Now that stock alon^r with the annual 
jiroduction of the two pioviiues will be jMHiled to^’-ether and distributed 
tbroujjhout the whole ot India on a <(Mtain Imsis. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What w'as the basis on which dis« 
trihution was made? 

The Hon*ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The Imsis is malarin 
index. At pre.sent 75 |>er cent <»f the normal consumption is taken as the 
basis. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to Ht4»te 
whether (juiniiie is actiuilly available at Us. 25-8 per lb. and, if so, wdiere? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: (Vrtainly Government 
quinine is avaikble at IN. 25-8 |)er pound. The ssstem at present is that 
the Quinine S<ile Depot which is mnv owned by Government it, self will 
distribute ac(s)rdin>f as the allocation is made by the Public Health Ib'part- 
ment. It will g’o to the district authorities and the district authorities wdll 
Helect certain retail dealers in the mufaHHji], and also in the towns. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: Will the Hon'ble Minister l>e pl«ise<l to 
state whether he is aware of the fact that there are many dispensiiries and 
doctors in thi.s province who are clamourin»r for quinine not at IN. 25-8 but 
are even prepared to imy Us. 250 a lb., and they are unable Ut secure it? 
What is tbe use of a reply like this on the flixir of the House? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Y oil ilon't want an answer Ui your ((U«ittiou. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN!: I want an answer to the question whether 
he is aware of the fart that doctors and dispenwirie# are anxious to purchase 
quinine at Rs. 200 per lb. but are not jretlin^ it? 

10 
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Th« Hon’bla Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; They inoy buy quinine 
at that rate from outside agencies and not from the Gorernment Sale 
Depot. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the rationing authority of the district gives permission to purclmse 
quinine only from Messrs. Shaw, Wallace and Co. and at a very high rate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The contract with 
Me.s.srs. Shaw, Wallace and Co. has been terminated. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what i.s the annual prmluction of quinine in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: o(),000 lbs. on an 
average. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whetlier it is only the supporters of Government and doctors who 
are related to Government sujiporters who are entitled to get (juinine from 
the Quinine Sale Depot? 

The Hon'ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: S.le is not being done 
by any outsider but by the permanent officials. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the ilon’ble Minister lie pleased 
to tell the House how much quinine has been allocated to Bengal as a result 
of the Delhi Conference? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has already stated that it is 
approx inia I (d,N 7-*> j>er cent, ot the normal consumption. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 1 \^anl the actual (juaiifity. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 

Quinine Salts — lbs. for the whole year 194243. 

("'inchona Febrifuge — 17,283 lbs. 

Unreserved Field — 22, (KM) lbs. for 7 months from 1st September, 1942 
to 31st March, 1943. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in view of the mwigre supply pixivided what steps have been taken 
by Government or whether Government is considering the desirability of 
taking any steps to supplement the allocation to this province or whether 
Government has any scheme for manufacturing or pixxlucing more quinine 
within a very short period of three years or so? 

\ht Hoilbit Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Which question am 1 
to answer? 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister l>o pleased 
state whether Government have taken any steps oe ore wnsiilerin^ the 
sirability of taking any steps to improve the supply of quinine in this 
Dvince in view of the mea^'re alloc-otion provnled out of the (Vntrul 
icks ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 have already 
swered that quinine is coni rolled hy the (Vntral (ooernment. So. the 
estion does not arise as to what the pix>\ince has <lone to supply the 
jvince itself, td course, attempts are hein^^ nuule and new plantations 
ve already been stalled to incretise the supply of quinine from Bengal. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Wdl the Ilon’hle Minister be pU\ise<l 
state whether the dispensaries of l<»cal bodies — union lHuir<l dispensaries 
d district Ixwrd dispensiiries— are jzettin^r their re^^ular (|Uota of quinine 
lich they had been frettin^^ in former years y 

The Hon’bte Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 am sorr\ to tel) \ou, 
that my department is now c<incerned with the prodmtion snh* of 
iiiine <ir cinchona and the allocation side has been transferred to the 
iblic Health Department. 

Scarcity of qutiiinc. 

*33. Mr. DHIRENORA NATH SEN: Will the lloirble MiniMer in 

arge of the Forest and Kx( ise Department be pleased to state whether 
is a fact that there has lieen a scarcity in the supply (d (piinine in ibis 
ovince for the last one yeary 

{h) Jf the answer to in) is in the atlii inalue, will the Ilon’hle Minister Im> 
nified to state whether any .stejw ha\e Wen taken to induce th(‘ (,'eulial 
ivernment to leleasc a laigei (jiiofa «>t quinine for this Province y 
(c) Will the Hon’ide Ministei W plea.sed (o .stal«‘ whether any .step.s ha\o 
en taken to exteiul the cultivation ol ( inchona in the Provineey 
(//) Will the Ilon'lde Minister W jdeased to state whether any application 
s hveii received from any juivate party for taking lease of Huitable (iovern- 
mt land for the cultivation of einchonn plant? 

(r) If the answer to {(I) is in the affinnative, will the HoiPhli- Minister 
iJeased to'state whether Gn\ernment pioiiose to take any action in the 
itter? 

(f) If the answer to (e) is in the negative, will the IDm’blo Minister he 
‘ased to state the reason thereof? 

The HOfi’Wc Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; (a) to (d) Yes. 

(t).and (/) Government are unable t<» hp.»re any of the lands at present 
own to be fit for cinchona t ultivation, all such available land Wing required 
connection with their own schemes for extension of cinchona cultivation. 

Mr. DHIRiNDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hou’ble Minister W pleased 
state if in case any person discovers any knd suitable for the cultivation 
cinchona, Government will render him the necessary help? 
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Th* Hon'ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN i Oovernment will 
consider that point most sympathetically. 

SPECIAL MOTION. 

Supply and Distribution of Foodstuffs, Coal, Kerosone Oil and Cloth. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We decided yesterday, in consultation with 
the Ohief AVliij) oi the Pro^jres.sive Coalition Party and the Chief Whips of 
the Op|M)silion Partie.s, that after di.sposinj^ of one or two questions today 
1 would take up the special motion on food-.supply if tlie House ho desired. 
1 hope you liave already f^ot the special motion and the amendments tabled 
hy I lie Muslim League Party and the Congress Party. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Only amendments have been 
cin ulated, Sir, hut the main re.solution has not been ciii’iilated. 

Mr# DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Assembly -(iffire has circulated In'ith the 
main motion and the amendments by post, and I think the members have 
got them 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Ni , Sir, we have not got the special motion, Fp to 
xi o’clock nothing has been received 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The special motion is .so simjile that if you 
w'ill kindly listen to me, you will understand its iuH implications and be able 
to start discu.ssion on it immediatel\ . I am .seeing to it that the motion 
and the amendments are supplied to \ou as soon as jxissible. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: We have not got the amendments also, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am reading out the special motion whicli is 
as follows , — 

“This As.semhly do take int^o consideration the sitiuition in the province 
relating to the supply and distribution of foodstuffs, coal, kerosene oil and 
cloth.” 

To this special motion I have received two amendments, one from the 
Congress Party and the other from the Mu.slim League Party. 

Mr. YOUSUF MIRZA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, I leg to move that 
this Assembly do now take into (oiisideration the situation in the province 
relating to the supply and distribution of foodstuff.s, coal, kerosene oil and 
cloth. 

The supply of food, fuel, cloth and oil is of such vast importance to the 

province that the Cbiveruinent has decided to allot two days in the Budget 

Session for the puipose of iliscussion. The Hon’ble Minister will place 

befoie (he House what has been done in the past by Government in regard 

lo the solution of this very difficult, complex and gigantic problem. He 

will take the House into cx)ufidence al>out the policy behind the various 

measures and steps taken by Government for solving this problem. It is 

my earnest desire and it is the desire of the party to which I have the 
•* 
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honour to belon^r that the viewpoint of all section!* of the House in a 
mntter of this importance should be ascertained. I am sure the comhinetF 
wisdom of the House will enable Government to re(‘eive from it constructive 
suj?j?estions. The House will have piitience with me if I state that the^ 
problem is not merely a provincial probhuii, but it is (‘om plica ted with the 
total situation throu^rhout India. The pi'ovince is mo doubt Wund to solve 
its problems as far as [wssible in the present circumstances to the Mitisfaction 
of the people. 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the House so desiies, inein]»ers will start 
the discUvSsion now on the main special motion, and it it is the intention of 
the House, I will take up the ainemhiients which I have re('<Mved from the 
Congress and the Muslim lyca^nie Parties tomori-ow and also any other 
amendment from the (io\ eminent side if n ((um‘s np. It the House 
to that cKHirsp, I will confine tlie speech of «‘verv memher to ten minutes, 
hut when the movers and leaders ol partiivs will speak I nil) certainly ’;:i\e 
them more than ten minutes. I hoi>e honouixihle members will co-op«uafe 
with me in (‘onductin^' the dekile in the* wa\ 1 have jiist mentioin‘d. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, ue were ^n’veii to understand 

that the special motion \m11 exclusuelv deal uilh foodslutl's only, hut rmw 
we find that other necessities of life*, namely, fuel, cloth am] kerosene, have 
been included. 1 would ask you, Sir. to take up the ijuestion of focjdHtuffd 
fir.st, and others may be dealt with sepanitely. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think the .se are all allied matters uhich 
.should all be taken up tojrether. 

Maluvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Then. Sir, everylhijiK" will be soiled 
by kero.se ne ! 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: So far as the amendments are concerned, 
Sir, I su^^^e.st that Inith the amendments may he mo\ed now when the main 
motion is now before us and there .should be one disc iHsion on the special 
motion as well as the amemlment.s. We have ^cot only two days to discuss 
this all-important pixdilem, but if we at <uice carrv on discussion on the 
main reijolution and then the amendments are taken up tomorrow we nhouhl 
be f^iven more time. My .su^f^e.stioii therefore is that the aiiiemlmentM may 
be moved now and there ma\ In? one discussum on all of them. My .sCCHiml 
fiugf?’e.stion i.H that ten minutes is Uk) short a time for one speaker, f know 
we have j^ot only two days and most of us want to s[>eak. Therefore, either 
we should a^''ree to sit lon^fei and j^ive udejjuale ofiportunities the H^NHikern 
to speak or another day .should be given lor this debate. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if I am railed uiKin to take the 
first opjwrtunity to place Wfore tlie House the considered views of tlie party 
that I have the honour to represent, J will have no other alternative than to 
move the amendment given rnctire of, vix., that after the motion moved by 
my esteemed friend, tbe Chief Whip of the (iovernmeiit, to add tha 
following: — 

*‘And declares its considered ojiinion that the Government of Bengal 
should take immediate steps along lines indicated hereunder with a view to 
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mobilise the best talents and resources of the province irrespective of party 
considerations for the purpose of effectively dealing with the situation — 

(1) A separate Department of Food and Essential Supplies should be set 
up and placed under the charge of a Minister having no other major i>ort- 
folio under his care. 

(2) The Minister in charge should he actively assisted in his duties by a 
Central F(»od and Supplies Committee composed as follows; — 

(a) eight members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, one each 
representing the major parties and groups in the Assembly; 

ih) three members of the Bengal Legislative Council representing 
different parties; 

(r) one member representing the Bengal Chaml)er of Commerce; 

(d) two members representing Indian commercial bodie<4, for example, 

the Bengal National, Indian, Muslim and Marwari Chambers of 
Commerce ; 

(e) two experts of whom one must he an Indian; and 

(/) tlie Hon ’Me Minister in charge, who may l)e the Chairman. 

(d) The principal officers entrusted with the carrying out of the policy 
determined by the Minister in charge in consultation with the Central Food 
and Supplies Committee should l>e Indians having intimate knowledge of the 
economic conditions and needs of the i>eople of this province. 

(4) People’s Food Committees should he constituted in every district and 
in every ward of the city of Calcutta and the suburban municipalities with 
a view to mobilise puMi{' co-operation and sup])ort for measures to maintain 
and distribute supplies properly. 

(5) Vigorous ste])s should he taken to encourage tlie production of mor 
food in the ])roviuce and to procure imports from outside. 

(()) Exports out of the province should he totally stopped for the present 
until surplus production is actually attained.” 

Sir, I would l>eg your indulgence and the indulgence of the House to 
Speak somewliat in detail with a view to acquaint honourable members 
assembled here with the state of affairs that is now prevailing and the short 
history leading thereto. 

Sir, I would expect, if I can give satisfactory account of the time taken 
by my.self, that you will he plea-sed to extend the time allotted to at least 
half an hour. 

Sir, I, and on this side of the House most of us, expected that today 
when the Government wanted the privilege of initiating the debate, Govern- 
ment would come forward with their considered views on the situation and 
would give a detailed account of what Government had attempted so far 
to do to meet the situation. We are, however, disappointed in this respect. 
We are, Sir, groping in the dark today and members assembled here do not 
know of Government and, I presume, so fur as the Ministry is 

concerned^ they have no policy or programme on this vital question. 
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Sir, 80 far as tliis House is aware, the first trouble started wliea we were 
acquainted with a certain policy of removal of rice and paddy from the 
denial areas early in April, 1942. That started the difficulties to which 
the jirovince has been thrown later on in greater and greater dejjree. Some 
of us who were at that moment summoned to meet the highest executive of 
the (Government did exprevss in no equivocal terms tiiut this denial policy 
leading to removal of the so-called surplus rice and paddy from certain areas 
might involve Government into trouble, but that advice was not heeded. 
The denial policy had to be pursued for reasons of military necessity and 
that was a panicky measure with all the evils thereof. We had certain 
agents appointed in a hurry and those agents that were appointed were not 
all with the approval of the Hon’ble Minister in charge, far less of the 
Cabinet as a whole. Thereafter, Sir, assurances were given that so far a.s 
this rice was concerned, it would W made available to meet deficits in deficit 
districts when the need would be acute. We do not know how far these 
assurances have Wen acted up to, hut this much we have heard and we have 
reasons to believe tliat the report is correct that a substantial ])ortion of that 
rice had been exported out of the province ami to that extent at least we 
could not avail (d the amount collected in the hands of the (J»*vernment 
agents to relieve distress in the province which developed at a later stage. 

The second mistaken policy adopted by Government was late in June or 
early in July, 1942, when towards the latter part of June it was announced 
that from the 1st of July certain ceiling j^rices would be fixed and given 
effect to. At that time, considering the then existing state of affairs and 
the condition of the market, the pricea fixed were rather low and 
representations were made to Government that if Government really meant 
to strictly adhere to such prices, as they then declared, the stocks in Calcutta 
w'ould go down and trade would be scared away. After these representations 
within a short period of three weeks, tho.se ceiling prices were raised by 
about 8 annas and for the time being the difficulty was averted. Ilut, >ir, 
what then ap|)eared to u> and to the commercial community in general 'a us 
that the Government of Bengal failed then, as they are doing now, to have 
any comprehensive policy — a jKdicy that would he required to meet the 

requirements not only of the city of Calcutta as a whole, not only of the 

districts in wdiicli industrial labour abounds, hut also of the province a 
whole. The fixation of a controlled price without proper regard to the 
question of procuring supplies and maintenance of such sujiplies was hound 
to fail and it did fail in no time. AVithin a lew months it was discovered 
that the policy then pursued by Government led to the creation of blafclc 

market.s, because there was no alternative hir trade and for tlie civil 

population in general to obtain supplies except through the black market 
where stocks vanished in spite of the Goveniment. Sir, curiously enough 
as a result of the absence of a comprehensive policy, Government did not or 
could not slop black-marketing and si^eculative dealings of boarders and 
profiteers went on unchecked for a time. 

Thereafter, Sir, there was a long talk of large supplies being required 
by Ceylon and other parts of India. A Miuister of the Ceylon Government 
came to Bengal demanding rice and paddy supply for Ceylon. He was 
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given tall i>roniise8. Thereafter, Sir, a representative of the Government of 
India, Mr. Holdsworth, came down and he also was given promises of certain 
supplies from this province because at that moment Government advisers 
tiiought thal there w'as a huge surplus that the province could spare. These 
assurances naturall.> created a bullish effect on the market ' and the 
psychological effect continued and pressed prices upwards. At that time, 
it was found by the Government that the Dejjartmeiit of Commerce with a 
few officers attached thereto could not cope with the j)roblem adequately 
and the Directorate of Civil Supplies was created, but in creating that 
Directorate the clioice wa-s made of one European offi(!er who had never dealt 
with the business coiiimuiiitv nor had any ex])erience in similar matters. 
The result was what we all api»reheiided. Although tliat ofbeer, Sir, had^ 
been (me of tlu* most hardwcirking and con^cieutous workers, he failed mainly 
because he had little regard for the elementary ])i incijjles of economics. He 
had iorgotten all his ectmoiiiics during the bmg career (d ])ublic service in 
this country. This officer. Mi. Ciiinell. admitted liis lailure after a few 
months and, Sir. thereafter he came forward witii a jirojiosal that another 
e.xpert (dficer uas reijuiied b\ him in order that he might know trade 
conditions more rntimately and have a comimucial man associated with him 
in his work. In making the aj)pointment of a commercial man thereafter, 
inevitably again the ch(»ice fell upon a British non-official in this country. 
Sir, I have no grievance against the ]»erson as .such. He may or may not 
be a very efficient person and an expert person for the kind of work reijuired. 
but, Sir, it was curious that Government (‘ould not make a (hoice from one 
who was of the soil and knew the men of the soil intimately and their 
economic conditions. And what was the (pialification for whiih he was 
appointed? He was not, so far as we are aware, associated with the rice 
trade as such, but it was reported that he knew something about it because 
he was connected with a bank which advanced money to traders in rice and 
that bank was also not functioning in and around Calcutta which was one of 
the main distributing centn*s for rice and paddy in this side, but the branch 
w’ith which he was connected was functieming in Chittagong and was dealing 
in Burma rice. 1 do not want to enter int(( that asj)ect (d the (piestion 

today for I do believe another occasion may come wlien the merits and 

demerits of the choice will be more fully diM Ussed. However, Sir, even 
after that appointment in recent weeks we find no im])rovement made in the 
situation and why is it so? That is because even now the Government of 
Bengal have failed to formulate any comprehensive jjolicv. Soon after the 
appointment of Mr. Pinnell as Director of Civil Sujiplies, he felt the 

difficulty of maintaining .supi»lies unless trade was allowed to move in it.s 

normal (’ourse and in a way he connived at de-controlling and control over 
prices was for the time being relaxed. Immediately thereafter large 
supplies began to flow and price in Calcutta came down substantially, 
although it was stabilised at a fairly high level compared to previous years. 
Thus, Sir, trade for the time being began to move and supplies did come,^ 
but auddenly there was another stage which intervened. Some Hon’ble 
HimsteM this Gbver^ent went to Delhi and there they had a conference 
with the representatives of the Government of India and rumours came afloat 
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that they agreed or at least they cuinmitted themselves to the export of large 
quantities of rice and paddy from this province to places on the west coast 
and to Ceylon and even to places ouKide the Ixirders of India. This 
immediately had its jisychological etfect and prices hegaii to soar and. Sir, 
then it was discovered that simultaneously with this situation large purchases 
were indulged in by ('ommerciul houses with industrial labour to keep satis- 
fied and also by the (tovernment of India directly through the Sujiply 
Dejiartment for jmrposes of the military and other more urgent and essential 
services. The <‘ombined effect of all this uas again a bullish tendency 
leading to a continued rise in priirs. Then Sir, on the top of all this lame 
the cyclone, the devastating cyclone whuh swept auay a large part of 
Southern llemgal an<l destroyed irop of a vcr\ large ar«‘a Soon after that 
we liad tile first forecast published wliicli showed that Bengal this year was 
faced with serious shortage in tin* total crop. 'I'lie shortage was estimated 
by (rovernment at near about ■»”) to 40 per <enl., while the traile placeil it at 
50 jier cent, of our normal re(|uircment. The effect naturally was disastrous 
and from the middle ot November pn(a‘s began to go up again until they 
reached the uorst bn’el about the middle of December uhen tlie ])ii((* went 
up tor the medium nee to as high a^ Hs. 14 in the Cahutla market. Sir, 
(Government aetioii at this stage was again partial and faiillv. (iovenimcnt 
placed an embargo on moveimmt ol lire from tlie Kajsbalii Division, but 
they did not jilaee a similar embargo on the whole «d tlu* province and they 
did not also have a conijireheiisive seheiiie so as to control the whole slock 
available and to move rice from .such place', wlierc ri«e coiibi he had to 
devastated and deficit areas. The result was that while the price in tlm 
Raj.shahi Division went down by about two rupees, prires in other places 
W'ent uji correspondingly. It wu'. then urged on the then Direititr of (’ivil 
Sujiplie.s that this partial coutnd was Imumi to lead U\ greater eomplir at.ons 
and create further black markets. He, however, realised this very lute, and 
it is only today I find that the restrictions on movements outside Hujshuhi 
under the old order have been withdrawn. 

Sir, in the next stage, (ioverriment i'^sued a sort of a warning, that was 
a mild threat though, to speculators, who were asked not to buy large 
quantities lest their stocks might, if they w'ere found to he ]»rofiteering and 
hoarding for profit, lie taken over by (iovernment and they might he faced 
with losses. 

After this, Sir, the air raid on (’alcutta came and threw’ the w’hole of 
this part of tlie jirovime temporarily into a chaos. J^rices smldenly soared 
and went uj> to as much as Us, IG for medium rice at that stage and Oovern- 
iiient felt it necessary to seize .srinie stocks in and around (’alcutta. This was 
done,* however, with a view’ not fio much to help tin* civil population in 
general but to maintain the morale of labour by supplying some food ti> 
those who were connected with industries and particularly associated with 
war work. Trade naturally Waiiie nervous and shy and thereafter Govern- 
ment was compelled to adopt a direct purchase jHilicy and had to device a 
system of purchases thTxmgh Government agency for different parts of tho 
province, particularly for the buying districts. 
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8ir, throughout the period we find a total absence of any consolidated 
plan or policy under which the whole of the province was to be thought 
of. The failure of Government in this respect has been all along colossal 
in that Government or the gentlemen responsible for Government policy 
were only looking at it from the narrow point of view of maintaining supplies 
only for u small section of the people, namely, industrial labour and those 
associated with the war work. Neither w^ere those gentlemen preparel 
to take the responsibility of feeding the entire population of Calcutta and 
the suburbs, nor were they prepared to take the responsibility for providing 
food for the whole of the province. Sir, in pursuance of the views held by 
the advisers of Government, a system of selective distribution was then 
adopted, a scheme the pernicious effect of which is already being noticed, 
and I am afraid will be patent more and more in a short time. The system 
of selective distribution means that Government is maintaining a priority 
list of persons and firms and organisations to which Government give their 
seized or acquired supply of rice first and simultaneously with this Govern- 
ment have imposed rigid control on movements to and from ('alcutta and 
to and from other districts in the province. The result has been that so 
far as the civil population other than industrial labour is concerned prices 
have gone up and are bound to go up tremendously. There is an economic 
falacy involved in this selective distribution. If Government or the agency 
entrusted by Government to do this work think that mere partial main- 
tenance of supply for a small section is their responsibility and seeks to 
fuaintaiu that supply at a low price, naturally there will be a corresponding 
rise in the prices for general supply, the supply that is left uncontrolled. 
That has been the position in the case of cloth which i.s very interesting to 
stcdy. You may be aware, Sir, that so far as cloth-supply is concerned 
(it) per cent, and more of the loomage of most of the mills in India, and 
sometimes in some f ‘ ices even more, has been commandeered for maintain- 
ing supplies tor the ^4rni\ requirements, and the price fixed for such supplies 
is so low that the nulls have to make up their high cost by increasing the 
price for the remaining quantity sold to the pubb . The price to the public 
has thus gone up tremendously. 

The scheme propounded thereafter for the distribution and purchase of 
rice is, I believe, known to many members. A number of Government 
agents had been appointed and they were asked to buy rice and paddy 
from “Buying Districts ' as they are called — not siii-plus districts — at certain 
stated prices. There is a feeling in some quarters that the districts of 
Burdwan, Baukura, Midnapore and the like are alli)tte<l to agents for pur- 
chase mainly because they are supposed to be surplus districts. But Gov- 
ernment claim that, that is not the position. In their terminology these 
are not to be known a.** “surplus districts” but really “Buying Districts” 
where ordinarily in normal years considerable purchase and trade move- 
ments take place. 

In the “Buying Districts” Government have fixed certain prices, but 
it is reported that the agents appointed have not been able to purchase the 



1943.1 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


14S 


ric6 and ^ddy within the limitations imposed on them. Under the cir- 
cumstances W‘e are led to feel that when the agents have failed there should 
be some machinery set up for acquiring paddy and rice in the mufassal and 
bringing them down to Calcutta. 

Sir, I understand that in view of this situation oiil\ this morning the 
department cimcerned has been advised to suspend the operation of (Govern- 
ment agents as a whole, and (Government are ining now to have direct 
purchase tiirough the new hood (Grains Purchasing OHicer whose appoint- 
ment I have referred to a few minutes ago. 

There were of course certain e.ssenfial difficulties as well as drawbacks 
in the (Government's agency scheme. Hut the .scheme that is now being 
pniposed is fraught with still greater drawbacks and is likely to lead to 
greater difficulties. It has one es.sential bedmek on uhich Mr. Mclnnes 
wants to build. He wants to revert to de-f*ontroI of prices and he ({uotes 
the example of wheat purchases in the IMjnjab to jii.stifv the cause. Sir, 
is .m humble student of Economics w hti has also had some training in these 
rerv important realities of life in the commercial field. I want to record a 
earning. I hope Mr. Mclnnes has ahso learnt b\ this time what we learnt 
'eadily in the Cniversitie.s and reali.se that where there is a surplus you can 
leave it to internal local comjietition to maintain prices, hut where there is 
1 ileficit if >ou allow competition prices are bound to go up and not come 
lowu. Mr. Mclnnes, I understand, rmimmends that there should he no 
control of price in Bengal at least for the time being. And (God help 
3engalis if this recommendation is accepted; heruuse \ on <lo not know to 
vliat limit prices may go up. If the new proposals of Mr. Mclnnes are 
idoptcd, there will still have to be agents who will probably be masquerad- 
ng in a different name instead of being (Government agents as Mr. INnnell 
ailed them. They will he Mr Mclnnes’ nominees who will also have to be 
riven permits for movement of rice and paddy from one district to another 
ind in practice if these men have to give a guarantee of supidics, as 
tfr. Mclnnes conceive.s, then nuturallv he or such trader will have to 
over the .;ncertain hearing ot the market and their price will lie generally 
>n the high side and will not he lower than the present scales. Again, 
hose merchants will have internal competition in the districts for purchase, 
s a result of which prices in the purchasing centres will go up and the 
rhole scheme will fail and the main object of the (Goveniinent will be 
rustrated. However, Sir, I have got an <q>en mind on this issue, and I 
0 feel that there may yet be room for adjusting the (Government agency 
ystem of purchase with .some form of limited free trade. 

The contemplated distribution of supplies by (Government is another 
apect V'hich will have to be dealt with, and I am afraid it will take a much 
3nger time than at iny disposal to deal with the entire problem of dislribti- 
ion. The absence of iirovi.^ion tor meeting the requirements of deficit 
istricts is one serious drawback to which I want at the outset to invite 
he ^government's attention. Districts like Dacca, Myraensingh and 
aridpur are now crying hoarse for some food -supply. The Government 
gency as at present conceived cannot give any relief and does not give any 
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relief. Sir, frantic telegframs from the Faridpur District Magii^te have 
all gone unheeded. If District Officers are going to be treated in this way, 
persons who have got to maintain peace and tranquillity and morale of the 
people in their respective areas, then how could you expect people in general 
to have any faith in the administration Sir, it i.s surprising, and I have 
got it from a respectable member, a person from Faridpur, that the Food- 
grains Purchasing Officer has directly addressed letters to the Faridpur 
District Magistrate. He has in such letters, however, not confined himself 
to the (iuestion as to whether he can suy)ply or cannot supply the rice, but 
he has been trying to give a homils to the District Magistrate — “You ought 
to he aide to manage with so much supply as sufficient rice is grown in the 
district. You have so man\ laklis of rnaunds of rice and um ought to be 
able to manage with that” and so on. The local officer^ living there who 
are the local agents of tiovernnient to enquire do not. as it, know the 
eondition, and it is the ( alcutta office ot the Foixlgraiiis J’urcliasing Otticer 
that kiioas more alajut it. 

Sir, this leads f<i the (juesti(»ti (»f what is the relation between the Civil 
Suppiv Directorate and the Foodgrains Purehasing Officer ami the Foralgrains 
Ibtndiasing Officer and the other administrative departments of Oovernient. 
J should think that the purchasing officer is .specially deputed to effect 
purchases in the proper wa\ ; it is not his inisiness to look to (list rihut ion 
which must he the responsihility of the ('ivil Supjily Directorate as .siicdi 
functioning under the Ministry wlio have ie.s]K)iisihilit\ for the people of 
Pengal as a whole. 

Sir, the ])urchase .scheme and the controlled movement are naturally 
linked up with rationing and rationing is an important subject that is now 
engaging our attention. I would invite your attention in this connection 

to the recent diversion of Mr. Pinnell to the post of Special Officer for 

devising rationing for the Calcutta area. Mr. l*innell has recently addressed 
a certain (piestionnuire t(j the trade through certain persons who met him 
in a conference a lew day.s ago. The trend of those questions show that 
even now unfort unatel\ for the province Mr. Pinnell is looking forward to 
provide partial relief only. He .seems to he primarily concerned with the 
maintenam’e (d supplies to a selective group or groups. (Mr. Audul 
Kh.an : In the urban area onl\ 'r) Not even the entire jmpulation 
of the urban area, hut to a .small seeti<m <d the jieople (d the urban urea 

onlv. There I join issue with Mr. Pinnell. He might work hard and he 

may he a sincere and honest officer, but all his attempts have .so far ended 
in failure and will hear no fruit uiile.ss lie changes his outlook. Mr. Pinnell 
wumts expert assistance ami I have iny sympathy with him when he .says 
that he requires an ex|>ert. But Sir. there is a snag in it. As soon as an 
expert will he talked of, as the esteemed meml>er of the Bengal ('hamher 
of Comnieree ywesent in the conference suggested, demand from some 
qua^te^.^ will be made that the expert must be bnnight from Britain, as if 
it is only the British people who have a monopoly of expert knowledge, 
and although they may know nothing about India they are the people 
capable of handling the food problem of India properly. Sir, what is well 
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known is that these self-appointed experts often hun^^ie thinjrs und act 
in a manner that is not only prejudicial to the people Of the proTinoe hut is 
extremely 4angerous to the morale of the masses at a time like this when 
we are passing through critical times. Sir, I am referring — imrdon me for 
a little digression in this, connectitm — 1(» the expert that was imported by 
Mr. Suhrawardy some months ago. in the j»erson of Professor To<l<1 who was 
imported for enquiring into the fatha market. This gentleman was supposed 
to know something about the futures market in cottcui in Lixerpool and 
suddenly lie has nou become an expert in iule. Tlius a new expert has been 
forced upon the tiovernment and on the advice of this expert tiovernment 
have recently had to ^wallow the bitter pill which that expert ha<l given 
them, name]\ , that in the next \ear tiiere siiotihl be eight annas of jute 
crop instead of five annas or oiH‘-thir<l ot the area of 15141) uhieh uas almost 
unanimousl> deinanded li\ evei\ section ot this lIou.st‘. Sir. sudj are tin* 
types (d expert-^ that we have been experiencing all tln*se \ears and what 
we have se(‘n in this east' has been the experit'nee in inan\ oth<‘i dejiarlments 
also. So far as the iK'partmetit (*f (nil Supplies is conceined. ii I have 
occasion to go inin detaiU. 1 will go into lln'in later on tfent*rall\, it has 
been out ex]»erience that some ot these highly placed gentlenu*n. these 
Pritisht'rs- ■ when tln'v (b'al between Indians and Britishers - forgot all 
canons oi fairness and justice, although I am jirepared to admit that betwt*eu 
Indians and Indians tliey—al least some of them -tr) to ilea) jnstire 
fairly. Kven a -luslice o{ the High (Vuirt forgets his judicial rt'sponsibilities 
when he takes over the charge of the (’ivil Supply Directorate 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He is not fum'tioning as a 
Judge of the High (duit now; he is now the Director of Civil Supplies. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: But he has not shed his Judgeshi}* \«t, 
and I must .say that this civil suppl\ hu.s been a matter ill-titled to his 
sphere of dutie.s. What I was pointing out, even a High Court Judge 
sometimes forgets himself wlien he has got to deal justiee }»etween Indians 
and Europeans. For onl> la.st week u foreign British siiip has got certain 
supplies of rice given to them from Calcutta supplied through the good 
offices of the Director of ('ivil Supplies. This supply was supposed to be 
for the crew of. the ship. No one can imagine that this supply the shipping 
authorities were unable to secure in Calcutta without the help of the Civil 
Supply Department. And yet this was arranged by the Director of Civil 
Supplies under the presidency of a High Court Judge, siinjily because it 
was a British firm, namely, Janies Finlay and Co., which was concerned. 
Similarly, when .some weeks ago. we got tons of wheat, specially 

released for the province from out of the supplies obtained with great diffi- 
culty through imports from Australia, what did we find? The distribution 
list shows that without any regard for the capacity of the mills and the 
production figures of previims years, three firms were given equal shares 
out of that supply, of which two were European and the third a European- 
patronised Marwari finu. That is ordinarily the position and of that we 
have to be particularly careful. 
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I have also heanl recently that there is an idea of attaching a police 
officer to the Civil Supply Directorate to help the Civil Supply Director 
with information regarding “black marketing,” hoarding and things like 
that. 1 do feel that there niu.^t he an agency for getting correct informa- 
tion along these lines, but on a question of principle I do protest against 
the police being partially allocated to a particular department of Govern- 
ment. The police in the country mu.st be tor all and must be also available 
for the j)artieular kind of work for which they may be required. There 
should not be or need nut be a particular police officer or set of officers 
earmarked for a dejnirtment. tAt this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: l>r. Sanval, you have reached the maximum 
time given to you. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Sir, J would request you to give me 
one minute more. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right, you Clin speak for another half a 
minute. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. I have projmsed m\ amendment 
with the greatest humilit) and consideration. I have not tried to criticise 
Government in the way that we <»rdinarily do because 1 fully reull.'^e the 
difficulties and know that probably the Hon’lde Minister in charge will 
plead he!jde>s in tliis matti'i'. I realise that tlie problem is immense, and 
it rtMjuin‘s joint efi'ui t uf ever\ section ol the House if we really want its 
srdiitiori. I am, therefore, prepared to place m\ and our jiartCs co-operation 
at the di'.posai of Govm riment for an> measun* that (lovernment may think 
necessary to provide .ideijuate fooil, adeijuate clothing, proper fuel, kerosene 
and other necessities ot life for the suffering people of this province. Let 
us. Sir, treat this as an all-part\ ([uestion. Sir, if (lovernment are mi pre- 
jmred let them eome torwaid with a trank and open admissioii of their 
failure ami let us put the best men possible to taekle the problems. And 
1 hope m> friend the Hon hie Minister in cliarge will realise his own limi- 
tations also and he himself will ailmit that he does not really understand 
the prohlems and guide tlie functi<ui of the department and, therefore, in 
all fairness he slioubl also make room for somebody more cajiable. 

(At this stage the House w.is adjourned for ten minutes.) 

( A jlcr tul . ) 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Dtqmty S[)eaker, Sir, I beg to move as 
an umeiidment that this House is of opinion that Government have failed 
to tackle .satisfactorily tlie problems of supply and distribution of food- 
stuffs, kerosene oil and other necessities of life and is further of opinion 
that— 

(fl) Government should take measures to secure adequate supply and 
equitable distribution of foodstuffs and other necessary com- 
ijiodities at reasonable prices; 
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(h) Goverument sliould take adequate measures to suppress the black 
market, hoarding, profiteering' and other anti-social activities; 

(c) Government should take necessary measures to supplement the 

resources of the province by importing wheat, rice, cloth and 
other necessities of life; 

(d) Government should adopt vigorous mea>ures to grow more food 

within the jirovince and encourage and grant facilities in all 
possible manner to the agriculturi*;ts tor lhi> purjiose; and 

(e) Government should co-operate with the i)rincipal jaditica] partieR 

within the province in the above matters. 

Sir, no one can deny that this is one of the most serious matters that we 
are considering on the floor of the House toda\. 1 think a situation like 
this has never arisen in Bengal, or for the matter of that in India, during 
the lot) years of British rule in this country, but 1 «lo not know whether 
the present Government of Bengal, I mean the Ministr\, have realised the 
seriousness of the situation. It seems to me that the\ are taking it as 
child's play. A similar resolution was tabled and discusse<l in the Central 
Legislative Assembly. You must have n(»ticed. Sir, that there the Ilon'ble 
Mr. Sarker, the Food Member of the Government of India, himself initiated 
the debate; and not only did he initiate the debate, but he gav(‘ that House 
facts and figures on which tlie members of that Hcmse couhl apply their 
ipinds to the problem before them. But here a foimal resrdntion has been 
moved and that also not by the Mini.ster in charge but the Chief Whip of 
the party. He has given us nothing to ponder upon, nothing to discuss upon, 
nothing indicating what arc the things that the Goveriimeiil have hifhertr^ 
done, what are the lines on winch the Go\’ernment otficials are taking action, 
nothing of the sort. We are asked to diseuss this serious [inddem as if in 
vacuum. Fortunately, Sir, we know what the condition of tin* country is; 
probably the (iovernment do not know. Had the fotvenniient known, then 
they would not have pla\ed with this important matter m this wav. We 
do not know wliat things are coming to. The harvesting seastm for paddy, 
the principal food crop of Bengal, is hardly over and yel, Sir. what cjo we 
findh We find that rice sells in the niufaMsul at Ks. Id, Bm 14, IN. 
per maund and in Calcutta at prices much higher than that. What things 
are coming to — everybody realises except this (iovernment. J)o they want 
a rebellion? If the) want, they will have it. Anti when there will be 
more of hat looting, more of civil disturbance in the province, the only thing 
that they will do is that the> will apply the provisions of some firdinance 
aud haul up starving people before courts and lodge them in jail, but 
in a situation like that it is the culprits at the top who should be put under 
trial, who should be pilloried, who shoubl be shot at, if that could be 
poaaible. 

Sir, I was going to say that Mr, Sarker himself initiated the debate in 
the Central Assembly. What did he say? I shall quote the initial worda 
with which he initiated the debate. He said : — 

“Tke net gap in our total supply of food-grains during 1948, after 
taking into account the increase in our requirement, would not exceed two 
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million tony, representing a deficit of no more than 4 per cent, in our total 
annual production of principal food-grains. In some of the years imme- 
diately preceding the war we pulled through equal or bigger shortages 
without feeling much strain. The carry-over from previous years might 
no df)ubt have stood us in good stead, hut even after allowing for this the 
House would agree that the estimated deficit as such was certainly not of 
an order that would warrant any alarm.” That is what he said. Now 
what is the position in Bengal we have not been told. The position of the 
wh(de of India was given by Mr. Sarker. Here I think (jovernmeiit ought 
to have given us what the pre.sent pr)sition in Bengal is. But from previous 
rej)orts and ])revious utterances of our Ministers and other fiovernment 
officials I gather that there is liardly any deficit in Bengal Sir, if there 
was no deficit, may 1 kno\\ wh\ this increase of prici*? AVe should know 
wliere we stand. If there is no deficit, there should not l>e any abnormal 
increase in price a^ it obtains toda\ Ofi the other hand, if there is a 
serious deficit, then we slomld adopt appropriate* measures, >o that the deficit 
ma\ he compensated, hut we do not know where ue stand I do not know 
whether (loviutimeiit tliem.selves know where the^ stand. 

Now. Sir, being in tliis unfortunate position, let us assume that there 
not much deficit, If there is not much deficit, then aiises an important 
question which was raised hy Dr San\al a^ to whefhei there shouhl he any 
control or not. I <lo mu agree to the view that then* should la* no control. 
Ibihlic ojuiiioii of course in Bengtil n(»w has \eer(‘d lound to the \iew tliat 
there should he no contnd, because they have seen the evil efteets of the 
present tinkering control instituted h\ the (iovernment of Bengal. As a 
reaction to that, peojile now think that pndiably no control is better than 
this, uml I would readil> admit. Sir, that if the control is not efficient, if it 
is unplanned, ill-conceived ami iiieffieient then it is worse than no ('ontrol. 
There is no gainsa\ing that fact, and us the jiresent control is absolutely 
unplanned, un-co-ordinated, ill-conceived and inefficient, people now think 
that prohal)l\ no control is better, but 1 do not agree with them. The 
circumstances are almormul. Profiteers and mischief-makers are out in the 
open. They will take unfair and dishonest advantage of the situation and 
with the apathy of (Iovernment, as it stands, they w’ill hoard and bring about 
a far more serious situation if there is no control. 1 think that there should 
be control, but not control of the type that the Government of Bengal is 
now showing in this unfortunate province. 

Now’, Sir, as regards the happenings in the mufassal regarding the so- 
called controlled shops and controlled markets, the less said the better. 
Every member knows what is taking place in these so-called controlled shops. 
A particular price is tixed for, say, sugar or some other commodity. You go 
to the controlled .shop, but you do not get the thing at all, not that there 
is no supply. Sometimes there is a supply. The dishonest .^hop-keeper, 
w’hose doings are cimnived at by Government, sells out small portions of his 
stock to the public and transmits the rest to the black market and makes 
enormous profits. That is how things are going on, and it is a matter of 
ignominy and shame that this Government is not taking stringent and 
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adequate action to deal with the black market and the mischief-makers. I 
must admit, Sir, that there are a few District Officers and other officers 
who are doing their duty by the [>eople of Bengal. They are taking drastic 
action and in those places conditious are far better than what obtain in other 
places. If all the officers of Government had been of the same mind and 
had been similarly active and stringent in their dealings with profiteers and 
persons operating in the black market, then 1 think the condition of the 
country would have been far l>etter than what it is today. I do not know 
why this Government connives at corruption. The reason why they do so 
must be well known to Government. Government could easily bring round 
the situation under control if they actually desired, but it is a pity that they 
have done pij^tically nothing. 

Sir, at present the Government is making heavy purchases in some 
surplus districts. On what basis they have classified the districts is known 
to them far better than to anybody else. However, taking their classification 
to be correct, it is a juty that (hey do not reali.se the condition prevailing 
in some of the deficit districts. I can speak about some deficit districts. 

I can cite the instance of two of the subdivisions of the Faridpur district. 
In the Sadar and Goal undo subdivisions in the district of Faridpur, there 
was almost an absolute failure of paddy in the last season. The result is 
that no paddy is to l>e had there. Merchants and li<'ence-holderR there are 
out to purchase paddy for selling it to the people at any price, but they do 
not get paddy. Some of them went so far as to the disiri<‘t of Barisal, 
but they were refused purchase of any rice from there, lM‘rause all rice 
there is being purcdiased by Government agents. They could not get rice 
from Khulna or Dinajpur or anywhere else. Row could the people of the 
Goalundo and Sadar subdivisions survived These are not the only places. 
There are similar other places in Bengal, and Government has not taken 
into account the plight of these people. I can assure you, Sir, that if rice 
sells in this harvesting season at Ks. 14 or Rs. 15 per muund, the price 
will rise up to Rs. 30 or Rs. 35 or some such sum within a short time, and 
people will die in hundreds. Then Government will realise what it is to 
tinker with a problem like this. But what do they eare fori' 

Now, Sir, that the problem is difficult no one will deny, but that mm'h 
can be done by Government cannot also be denied. I^ok at the neighbour- 
ing province of Assam. Things are being managed far Mter there. Rice 
is not being sold at Rs. 15 per maund there. The price of rice there is, I 
think, not more than Es. 7 to Rs. 9, but in the nigbWuring province of 
Bengal rice is not available and the price is Rs. 14 or Bs. 15 per maund in 
the mufassal. If things can be managed in the province of Assam, what 
is it that prevents it being done in Bengal. That is the question that I ask 
of this Government. 

One reason of the rise in price is given as the difficulty in transport. 
Sir, so far as that question is concerned, I am constrained to make one 
obeervation. We are told that the present World War is a total war and 
that everyone has to put his shoulder to the wheel if we have to win the 
war. We are told so, Bir, when we are invited to do something to aid the 

II 
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war efforts, but^ Sir, that the whole of the Home Front is going to collapsa 
does not seem to disturb the equanimity of the powers that be. If they 
apply their minds to this problem, if there is famine in this country, if 
there are food riots, will war efforts be impeded or helped by a situation 
like thatP The powers that be do not seem to realise the situation at all. 
Now, Sir, very vitally connected with this problem is the problem of 
“Grow-m ore-food,” and we were at one time encouraged to find that even 
this Government of Bengal talked about the problem of “Grow-more-food”. 
But what did they do? The only thing they did was to distribute some 
leaflets to the members of the House and to other people probably advising 
them to act in a particular way. May I ask this Government whether they 
have done anything with regard to the culturable fallow lands in this 
province? According to Government figures there are lakhs of acres of 
uncultured but culturable fallow lands in this province. Did they raise 
their little finger to bring a portion of this land under ( ultivation, and if 
they did will they stale on the floor of this House how many acres of land 
they succeeded in bringing under cultivation by their eftorts in that 
direction? I want an answer from the Government. 

Now, Sir, what the Government said about “Grow-more-tood” was 
confined, as I have said, to the four corners of a pamphlet. We now see 
that they have some other plan. Now the cat is out of the bag. Their 
real campaign is not “G row-more-food” but “Grow-more-jute”. That is 
their campaign. Every one in the country is of opinion that under the 
present circumstances it would be suicidal to grow more jute than is 
absolutely necessary. The oceans are not open to u^. Even the Bay of 
Bengal is almost closed to us. The Indian Ocean i-> chiscd to us. So also 
the racific. Tlie Atlantic Ocean is not free from the F-boat mena('e. 
Tlie Mediterranean is also cbhsed. In this state ol affairs the tlirectioii ot the. 
(f<»vernment is tliat the prop<>rtion of Jute to be sown should be eight anna^. 
(A voK’K; When did they issue this notification?) Titat is another (juestion. 

I am not now dealing with the jute (piestion. There are other matters 
oounected with this problem which 1 think 1 should not discuss in the course 
of tliis delate. But I should like to point out that aspect of the matter 
w^hich is directly connected with the present subject, viz., if jute is grown 
in the proportion of eight annas, then will not tliat impede the “Grow-more- 
food” campaign of the Government of Bengal? No one can deny that. 
Not only that, but the cultivators will be ruined. The price of jute will be 
very low during the coming season on account of this decision of the 
Government of Bengal and they will have to sell jute almost at no price 
and to purchase paddy at an exorbitant price. That will be the plight of 
the cultivators. I do not know whether the Progressive Coalition Party in 
whose hands actually lies the destiny of this province are giving their 
thought to this matter and whether they are putting pressure on their 
Government to do things rightly. However, it is their concern. Probably 
the Government will give a reply that so far as the jute question i» 
concerned it is an all-India affair and war effort is likely to be impeded if 
there ia leas jute. Therefore, they could not but abide by the inatructions 
af higher au^oritiea in this matter. If they say ao, they ahould abdicate 
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from their position. That is our demand. This however reminds me of an 
amusing definition in the book of a reputed Bengalee author. In this bookt 
Matrimonial Penal Code, be gave a definition of “husband.'* * ‘Husband/’ 
according to this definition, is “a moving and movable property at the 
absolute disposal of a wife.” ^'Footnote: Whether a member of the bovine 
species, can be a husband? No, liecause it sometimes asserts n will of its 
own.” Similarly a progressive Bengal Minister can be defined. A progres- 
sive Bengal Minister is an administrator at the absolute (‘oulnd of— -I don’t 
fill up the ga]). Whether a donkey or a mule can bt* a .Minister P No, 
because that animal sometimes asserts a will of its own and kicks with its 
hind legs. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is your footnote! 

Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Yes. According to this definition, 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee was not qualified to he a progressive Bengal 
Minister, and it is in the fitness of things that he has come out of the Cabinet. 
The Ministers always come forward with the plea that there are matters in 
which they have no hand whatsoever, that they are being dictated to, that 
officers are not listening to thciii. Somebody is guiding them and somebody 
else is directing their policy. If that is their plea, I W(mbl ask (his House 
whether they should he allowed t() remain where they arc at present. 

Now, Sir. as legards this “(n’ow«inore-food” prohlem, what are they 
doing? In those places where there has been a failure of crops in the last 
sea.son are they making any preparati(»ns for distrihuting paddy se(‘ds to the 
('ulti vat(jrs ? I have referred already to tlie (nialundo and Sadar subdivisions 
ot the Fardipur district. There wa.s ahsolulc failure of the <nt.i as w<dl tis 
mum crop. The tnis sowing .sea.son is very near at iinnd. They v'ill iwgin 
to sow (ms within a very short time. I woubl ask (idvenunent whether they 
have made any ararngeinents for distributing ow^ padd_\ seeds to the 
cultivators in tho.se areas — not only in those areas hut also in N«»rth Bengal 
and many other places where there wu" a similar failure of tms cnq>. 

MiUtvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: May 1 draw* your attention to the 
fact that the Minister concerned i« not here? 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If I have to recount all their deeds of 
omission and commission in this respect, the time at my disposal will not 
be sufficient. Sir, I have dealt with all the points in my umendineut in the 
couree of my speech. The last item is that (iovernment should co-operate 
with the principal political parties in the province in the almve matter. We 
have put that in the hope that probably as a last resort something may be 
done. I admit that nothing could l>e expected of the prest*nt Government. 
Whatever constructive advice we may give them, howsoever we may be 
earnest to give them help, the present Government is incapable of doing 
anything. So that it may not be said that we withheld our co-operation in 
a vital matter like this, we have offered to do what little we can to give 
even ♦hiif apathetic Government of Bengal some help in this important 
matter. 



m SPECIAL MOTION. [17th F«b., 

With these few words, I place my amendment before the House for its 
acceptance. 

Mft SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, by way 
of an amendment I beg to move that this Assembly is of opinion that in 
order to provide for the proper distribution of paddy and rice all over the 
province, the Provincial Government do immediately take the following 
steps, namely, the ban imposed on the traders to purchase paddy and rice 
in 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. Would it not 
[>e desirable for Mr. Biswas to move his amendment to-morrow because we 
have not got his amendment in our hands and we do not know what its 
implications areP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 enquired of Mr. Biswas and Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar when they gave notices of their amendments as to whether 
they intended actually to move their amendments and, if so, whether they 
would take up their amendments as party amendments or as amendments 
moved in their respective individual capacity. T agree with Dr. Sanyal that 
if Mr. Biswas moves his amendment as an individual amendment it would 
be better for the honourable members to get a copy of the amendment and 
in that view I think Mr. Bisw’as may move his amendment tomorrow. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In that case, Sir, I would rather 
n<d move the amendment at all, but I hope you w'ill allow' me to speak on 
tlie motion generally, and I propose to give some suggestions to Government 
in my individual capacity. 

Sir, Government have adopted a jHdicy of monopoly purchase of food- 
grains all over Bengal. I understand it is the intention of (tovernment first 
to purchase and then to distribute the surplus food-grains. The Government 
alone will purchase the same for distribution in the deficit areas, and the 
distribution will he done according to a definite scheme. But the purchase 
of the available 8ur])lus all over the province will certainly take some time, 
and I am afaird it will take not less than two mouths. And the devising of 
a scheme and the setting up (»f an organisation to work out the scheme of 
distribution all over the provinee will also take some time. Now the ques- 
tion is. how to meet the present situation? I would draw the attention of 
Government to the situation that has already arisen owing to this policy of 
monopoly purcha.se by Government. What is the system of supply prevail- 
ing in the province? In l>oth urban and rural areas, especially the places 
which are known as deficit areas, honourable members of this House know 
that supply of paddy and rive is made through the channel of ordinary trade. 
It is the trade which purchases paddy and rice in places where these are 
available and supplies that paddy and rice to the rural and urban areas. 
Now, Sir, since Government have adopted the policy of monopoly purchase, 
Government have shut all the supplies available to the niral and urban areas 
through the ordinary trade channel, but the Government have not made any 
arrangement for supplying paddy and rice to those areas. The reiwilt has 
been that there has been no supply in the towns nor in the ASG and baaare 
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where the rural people purchase paddy and ri(‘e. Everybody knows that 
there has been a scarcity of paddy and rice in both rural and urban areas and 
people there are living on the meajrre stock that is now available there. 
Consequently, prices have shot up to an abnormal hei^rht unapproachable by 
the poor people. If this state of things continues for sonie time more, I am 
afraid the people of deficit areas will face famine and starvation and 
millions will die of starvation and of diseases consequent Uiereto. But before 
they die they will at least try to conmiit food riots which will end in anarchy 
and bloodshed. The (Tover!iiiient should remember that hunger knows no 
law. I appeal to (iovernment to think seriously as to whether they should 
allow the present state of things to continue even for a day longer. I am 
speaking froiq personal experience in the matter, Sir, for I have in my village 
purchased rice recently at Ks, 14 and Ks. If) per maund. The honourable 
members know that the average agriculturist of this pn»vince is u poor man. 
It has become impms.sible for him to live with his family longer if he has g(jt 
to purchase his necessities at^io high prices. I understand that (l(^vernment 
have asked the people of the deficit areas to carry on for some time with the 
ri(;e which is now available in tho^e areas. Sir, J am afraid the gentlemiin 
in charge of carrying out the (lovernmeiit ixdiev is not aware ol the fact 
that there is little or no rice <ir paddy be s(d<l b\ tin* agriculturists of these 
deficit areas. At least ftO jut cent of tlie argieulf unsts in tiic defic it ureas 
have already begun to jiurchase rice from local lnUs and bazars. Tlie 
remaining five per cent have g(»t s<mie stork, but fhat is not suflieient to 
maintain them throughout the year, and that is \\h\ they are not jirepared 
to sell their stock in the market. (’on.MUjuently, no ri<‘e or |»addy is avail- 
able in the hand of the \vell-t(»-d(» agri(TiIturist> (d‘ deficit areas to lu* sold to 
meet the requilemenl‘^ cd the re*'t of the people living there Two jiroblems 
are facing these jieojile and these are the jiroblem^ of sujijdy and price. 
I would ask the Hon'hle Minister finally to take note of the fac't that the 
majority of the pecqde in the deficit areas are not getting supplies. All 
supplies througli the free trade cliannel have l>cen ( ut oft' and the (Government 
are not coming forward with fresli supplies. If they do not get fresh 
supplies, how will the\ curr^’ on their •x/stencer' Secondly, the sh(»rtage of 
supplies ha.s been responsible for the shooting up of the jirieos. Such has 
been the situation in the deficit areas. If this state of things continues for 
some time more, I do not know t<> what height the jiriees of rice will rise. 
I beg of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to take note of these facts. 
Immediate eflforts should 1 m' made to bring su|)j)Iies at the d<»or <d the people 
of the deficit areas and that at a reasonable price. 

Then, »Sir, I am afraid the tfovernment scheme of monopoly purchase will 
not succeed. Already the agents appointed by (lovernment are meeting 
with difficulties to punhase rice in the places having a surplus. And why? 
Because' the agriculturists and other stockists who are sellers of paddy and 
rice are not willing to sell the paddy and rice to Government agents at the 
price fixed. It i.s only natural that when there is one purchaser and there 
is no competition in the market, the sellers become slow to sell their gomls. 
Instances have also been reported to the Hon^ble Minister that the Govern- 
ment agents have offered to the sellers of rice and paddy a price which is much 
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]es8 than even the stipulated price — I mean, the controlled price. How can 
the Government then expect that these agents will be able to purchase rice 
and paddy at the controlled price? If Government fail, and, I believe, 
Government will fail, to purchase the entire available stock of surplus paddy 
and rice, then the policy of Government to control the prices after having 
controlled the supplies will absolutely fail because the very foundation of the 
whole scheme will then collapse. I am sure that there will be no control 
of supplies and Government will fail to control the prices. I would, there- 
fore, request Government to remove the ban on trade. lict the trade be free 
to purchase, but the prices be fixed. Sir, I repeat that the ban on the traders 
to purchase paddy and rice in districts where they have been prohibited to 
purchase rice and paddy be withdrawn. Jjet there be free fl(vv of supply, 
but I would suggest, at the same time, that the w'holesale and retail prices 
of paddy and rice l)e fixed and the control of prices l)e made effective. So 
long Government could not make price-control effective because they over- 
looked contravention of their orders for regult^ion of prices. Government 
know that control of prices is necessary, hut it i» also necessary that Govern- 
ment should effectively {‘ontrol the prices with an Ordinance. Sir, that is a 
thing which T pr(q)ose. 

I would ol>o suggest that (‘xport of ric(‘ from Ueiigal he ])i oliihitcd. It 
is now udiiiit ted on all hands — e\en hy tin* (iovt*rnment ol liengal and the 
Government (d India- that Jiengal i^ a deficit ])rovince. 1 would not deal 
w'ith the pt'rceritage of defi(’it, hut I take it that liengal is a dehcil province. 
Tf lieiigal is a defic'il jirovince, no rice should hi* allowed to he ex])orted 
from Ih'iig'al. That is a meu'-ure wduch we d«‘mand. and I liope (Tovernment 
will accede to that demand 

Now, Sir. to one thing more I would draw the attention of the honourable 
memhers as also of the Hoirhle Minister. It is said that Bengal is running 
«hort of food and that is the reason why jirices have risen. It may have 
Wn the cause of rise in prices, hut people of Bengal know how t^) adjust 
their requirements according t(» .supply. It the total supply is short, then 
the people of Bengal will know how to adjust their demands. But the 
people of Bengal want to see that the paddy and rice which are available 
within the provinct* are freely supplied at their door right from today. 

Sir, r also reiiuest the Government for giving effect to the Ordinance by 
which hoarding of jiaddy and ri(‘e in excess of a specific ijuantity is punish- 
able. That is a measure which is ubsoluttdy necessary. AVe have found that 
whenever Government have adopted a policy of price-control, that policy has 
resulted in creating black markets. These black markets can he effectively 
stopped by punishing the hoarders. 

Sir, with these words I am neither opposing nor s\ipporting the motion 
but I have simply given my views. * 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRiDHA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am sorry that 
I have not yet heard of any scheme from the Government side and for that 
my remarks aliH> may be based somewhat upon imagination, so that a furthar 
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criticiflm may be necessary when the Government scheme, if there is any, 
is known. With this reservation I want to make some observations just 
now. 

Sir, I shall not dilate upon any other subject, but I shall confine myself 
to a description of the state of thinjrs in my part of the province, and I shall 
refrain from jrivinjr any opinion as to whether the jute quota is ffood or bad 
and whether the “Grow-more-fnod” campaign of the Government is going to 
succeed or not. I shall not say how transport can he improved. All these 
things I shall not touch today. The situation is %'ery grave, and 1 shall 
refer to the graveness of the situation and suggest something for the amelio- 
ration of the condition wliieh is very emergent and which is very urgent 
now. ^ 

Sir, our masters do not realise that we are also men. and we in villages 
are subject to hunger and thirst as men in the towns. W»* require food as 
much as it is n»rjuinMl for the honoiirahles and di.shonourahles living in the 
city. 

Our masters liave minced matters and have mismaiiageil the wlwde show-. 
In tlieir anxiety to ])leas(‘ tlndr white lords, th(*y have ni'glected the entire 
p(*o|)le ill theii eliai>;e. In tlie lM‘ginning we thought that the powers tliat 
be would not starve us t<» death. The inevitahle is e<nnjng, and I have to 
curse our lot and. it it sinls, mvedve the ai<l of the Almighty to see a similar 
fate for the men in whns*> ch.cige we li.ivt* been eonlidi'd 

Sir. wai lias come fd our door. .Mistortune nevao- conies alone, hut in 
battalions. AVar has ('(Uiie witli its (‘Vils. and (iod lias edine with llis 
vengeanci*. War cut (dl Huiiiia ir<»in Bengal. Then* is failure o| eiops due 
to inclemencies (d wiMiliei in most ot tin* districts of Bengal Bengal wan 
and is a dt*fi( it piovinee in tood proiiuction — tin* ihohly and Hiee Knquiry 
Committee has said and definitely said this. Itengal (hqn*nded upon Burma 
for supply of tood and iood articles. Tfie resources ot Buinia in parldy and 
rice will be no more available {or the people of Bengal. Nature’s gifts in 
crops have drital up in recent years. This year is the yi*ar ol calamity for 
many districts in this resjiect. t)ur masters have iirdained that Bengal must 
feed our friends in Ceylon, the Andamans and the Far and Near Fast 
countries on tlie Continent. This is urged us a point of justice arnl fair play 
or rather it is lieing atlverti.sed as a point <d charity. Our lords iorget the 

famous Persian coii|)let : — , ^ *3— J jl 

To make a run is not j)OHsi}»le with cliaiiied leg.s. and charity is inqiossible 
by a man in empty hands. 

Sir, there is famine in Bengal in most of the districts. Peo[de in llengal 
are starving. Death is staring us in the face Nay, tlie Angel of Death — we 

Mussalmans call him (in Persian) UCJU is daily embracing ue 

in his mighty arms, Chir lords decide that wv must feed others — never 
mind — by keeping our bcwly and <m>u 1 together by taking a little mornel of 
food. In other countries, a revolution would be the only word and we in 
Bengal are belploM, 
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War gave ug control prices as a gift from our lords — a half-hearted 
measure behind which there was not a brain. Nobody cared to know that 
control of prices would bring disaster in the absence of a regular and peren- 
nial supply, because it was impossible to have the desired effect in the absence 
of a reliable staff' and a set of reliable merchants with clear licence and clear 
conditions of licence imposed on them. The inevitable came in no time. 
Some officers prospered and got a fortune and a few mahajans thrived and 
prospered also wlio had no scruples to adhere to. The majority of the 
mahajans were driven off' und food and food-grains disappeared by under- 
ground and underhand means in no time. 

Now^, in the whole of Bengal the merchants in combination fought shy 
of implementing the desires of the Government officers and nene was pre- 
pared to risk his good money in the apprehension of turning it into bad 
money. 

On another side we find boats liave been taken away or destroyed. 
Cycles have beerj (»f no Uhc and any journey is risky. Railway wagons are 
not available except on jaiynient of too heavy suin'' in a dishonest move. 
Police protection is nil. Subdivisional Officers and Districts Magistrates 
have no time. Daroga will not investigate theft and loot cases on the plea 
of their engagement for war purposes and recejition of the 
dishonoured men. A catastrophe ot the type beggars desiription. 
In short, there is no co-ordination ami co-ordinated action between officers 
und oftictTs, their masters Indow and masters above. There is none with a 
mind to see tliut (be village people are ted. The villagers aie in rack and 
ruin. People are starving. They are crying tor help. Tli(*y are cursing 
their lot and invoking the vcngcnencc of (lod u})on all jicoplc alike, all 
people alike, all people alike! 

Now' Home is burning and Nero fiildling. Tiie housewives of Bengal 
are busy with making propaganda and making tours in and outside the 
province und the (d)ject is obvious. The house-master has another mind, 
lie will fceil his own kith and kin. He will feed his men. We in villages 
arc not his num — for that we are not < hildren of his housewives also. We 
belong to nohoilv. The mistresses of the houseludd have agreed to appoint 
Supply and Purchase Directorates — purchase for whom und supply to whom 
is yet unknown. The Director of C'ivil Supply will supply not for the civil 
population of Bengal. We the villagers are not civilised enough — for that 
we are not civilians m the estimate ot the officers in charge of civil supplies. 
The civilians and their underlings are the men in liis favour and have been 
accepted in tbe category of civil population. I had been living in a village 
a few days ago. and I felt tin* pinch of hunger. I could not procure food and 
food-grains. 1 was haunted by hungry jieople in their thousands. I was 
helpless. Now in ('aleutta 1 am follow'tMl by a g(K>d number of them crying 
for help. They vexe<l the lloii’ble Ministers als<*. As a contrast the life 
in Cah'utta is otherwise. Here no sign of RkhI shortage is visible. 

To be frank I must tell you 1 gave notice of the situation in the September 
Session. I saw tbe Ministers — 1 discussed, I put in notes. Thereafter I 
wrote letters one after another. 1 put questions in the Assembly in tlrnt 
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Seesion as well as in the present Session. The Hon'ble Mr. Banerjee, I must 
tell the House, tried to give some relief from his department, but the Nawab 
Bahadur in charge of Supplies ha<l not a word to say in correspondence or in 
answer. “The Nawab Bahadur sliall better suit as a Badshah than as a 
Minister” was a point of humour by a colleague of his when we were in the 
midst of a joint conference, but that stung me to the quick. I readily 
realised that the Hon’ble Nawab had no time to spare over the small subject 
of supply. (In Persian) ^)j) So he made 

a mess of the whole thing. 

Some districts of Bengal say Barisal, Khulna, and most of the districts 
of North Bengal, probably Noakhali, Burdwan and Bankura. got a surplus of 
production in paddy. The Nawab Bahadur in his speech assured that 
systematically distributed there would be no shortage of f(M)d anywhere in 
the province. Then why are the people of Faridpur, I)a«'(’a, Nadia, Jessore 
dying of starvation!'' Barring Noakhali and Bari.sal other districts of East 
Bengal are not getting their two square meals a day. Government have no 
fixed policy to follow. Government orders are issue<I without forethought, 
orders are changed without notice, and modified a third time wdihout a 
margin of time! Merchants spend time in getting licences and permits. 
They run from district to district, but alwa\s to then di.sappointment. 
No purchase is alloue<l in any ]»art (d Bengal for any district outside the 
limits of the district of prodin tion. ritimately on an mujuiry it has been 
revealed to me only tlie <Iay ladore ye.Hterday by the Nawab Bahadur himself 
that he had issued orders last nt all that the Puiehase Gfheer will make 
purchases and no otlier merchants will he allowed to make any pureliase 
anywhere. Why this belated order and why such an onbu at a time wben 
disastrous conditions have already s<*t ini' I cannot see any sense in the 
order wlien people are already starving. 

Then, Sir, if Gf>vernment wanted to make any arrangement by tbernselve# 
they should have taken the res|K)nsihility beforehand; they slKUild have 
arranged tor purchase and supply simultaneously and hy now the machinery 
for supplies should liave been working in right earnest in the districts. 
Brain is the e.ssence of the man. I yet doubt if the brain with the Govern* 
raent is yet applied and attem]»t is made to supply articles of food U) phicea 
where starvation and death have started already in heavy proportion. No 
more of game is periiiissihle and no more of change ot orders and no more 
of shilly-shallying will do. T yet believe that tlie Secretariat lias not 
adopted any definite scheme to supply food to the people of Bengal — I mean 
to the teeming millions who are starving in the villages. 

With these words I sujiport the motion of Mr. Tamixuddin. 

Here my story endeth. 

The natia thorn withereth, 

Why 0’ natia dost thou wither.^ 

Why doth the cow browse on me? 

Why 0^ cow dost thou browse on the thorn f 
Why doth the neat-herd not tend me? 
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Why O' neat-herd doet thou not tend the oowP 
Why doth the housewife not give me food? 

Why O' housewife dost thou not give food to the neat-herd? 

Why doth my child cry? 

Why O' child dost thou cry? 

Wliy doth the ant bite me? 

Why O’ ant dost thou bite? 

Kut, Kut, Kut. 

This is the reply, »Sir. Here I am asking you to awake and arise or be 
for ever fallen. 

Dr, ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: JRrVfOT 

'sfn ^ 

^ 5t^ tnft 

^ "NT 7tT[\r^ 

^ sqi 

firsts I f?mi ^rt^T rr] or Jf^l? 

^rfirr^ '^ryvi rv^^^ f>f7rtrT>) '.rz 

<811^ or Jiurma ^ ^ rf^n ^jt^or i (TT 

(?FT^ =TT^r?l ^^1 rt'cf 7^ \ $fl ^ ^T] | 

^\ or ^tfror i;tT) ^ rtoi ^t^TT motion rt ci t orWi 

^ “This Asstunhly do take into consideration the present situation’ 
fV^ situation J}^ ^ ^rt^ I 

^ 5tri ii^ i]^i^ scheme -#mnn ^ r^or ^rtslir v|^ 

^n^ffirs 5ffinn f^of&H] ?rPnn ^vi ^ r?l?T 

^TTH fV 3R1 ^ I ^iTTf^] ’fffinn 

^arttwc^ ^irwn ^ ^t^rtor^ ^rmi 

trfepf% ^ 1% ?^f?rr3^r ^ itoj ^toj 5%i 

CT^^c^T!^ rfrt rrd? 

feft^rtn? wr jpprn — tot ^sTtortftT or^ 

^jt?r ^TTc^T^ sfdin -ii^r ct 7 ^^ftor 

I ^t?r ^ ^yfir?! Plutop “when Rome was burning, 

Nero was fiddling’* ^3 TO I W ^ ^ ^tTtOTT 

TOi ^TOn Tf^TOTi W? tfvi cm-sf'T ^tftor *nNtT ’rfr 

W5\ Sin tSt i 

^TTf ^1 mm ^ '^Ttn Tftos ^ I ilt^TQ ^ I 

Maulvi ABU NDMAIN SARKARs Mr. Chairman, an imputation has 
been made— * 
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Hn OH AIRMAN (Mr. David HMIty): Are you on a point of order? 

Miulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Sir, an imputation has been made 
against the Krishak Proja Party that some of its members are getting a 
petition filed to increase their salaries and daily allowances. This is a 
reflection on our party. On behalf of the party, I repudiate very strongly 
that suggestion, and I say that no member is getting any such petition signed 
outside the House. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, or on a point of privilege, 
Sir. A very important statement has been ma<le by Dr. Abdul Motaleb 
Malik that members of the (Tovernmeiit Party are getting certain petitions 
signed W'ith a view to getting the salary and daily allowance of the Assembly 
members enhanced, against wliich Mr. Abu Hos.sain Sarkar bus been forced 
to record his protest. I think that tlie House should record it that as far as 
the members on this side of the House are concerned, we are no ]»arty to 
such an effort and we absolutely {lissociate ourselvo from any such move. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I .shall give a ruling in due course. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK : 

Tftrm crtiT ^ Tu rti i 

TfrKi 

irt^t 7T] I 7y;r^ TT] yrs: r/.M i 

'•trfTTS^ gvfjf r^-n ’iff- 

policy ocoiiomu scheme >fTO '5rTr?TtE>^ I 

Tffin^T ^#1=! 'IFvfl | rjzfyg C3|stm 

^ I (Tf^ ^ r^rj7?g/ : gi:' (7r«ft^ 

f^R '4^ ^ Tfr,T ^ 

^ ?7I price control ^ rtUte I pHce control system 

4^ fTPf) corniptionij iJT <yr^ TTtfem laRTR tsf^TTOT 

C? 'Jfri oNT? ^ ^ I 4^ control shoj) 

^vtfriJTSR 4^: ’itTpyr^ irffTTW^n^^ o^'j^ r?r 4N^ tprtH 

I ^nfrirrrfPTr^frtpT 4if ’PP? 

I 3trt^ iTTi 4^ ^1 rvi m 

■if5tC*R ^/'TZ offficials <v? ^rttHTW^^RT C*W? 

Ft9!R I irv«n ^^ tci vryw tfrrpr dPn 

a f^'C’TSTtfv ^ CFPfl m ^ jiermuwion I vflVITW 

wfcz 5<T5=r 3^nSbtft ^rfcs S.D.O., (’irele Officer VTTtDnf TfU!? 

’ttvpa 'StTtlTRr tfrSKVTri' ^ Bank balance fsR fflR Vtf^ 

system srfsiVl ftcvfeij V^VIT ^ system Mtur 

VT51V itn cvR^ 4¥ !fppf wsfr gw?l ^‘fr 



SPECIMi MOTION. 


[17th Fbb.> 


leo 

jfTtfr TOTH ^ *n ¥fiRn ^ rtfltc? 

TtR 3jr44i ^^I^• c^ nfp:^ c?<ftR ^ ?r^ i 

i^CW^ 3fy^ ^fcz ^ (TNtC? c? ^tiS^ 

’Ttftrry cW^ ^^^3 i ^trt^ ^C4f5'< (ii^* '8 i 1 j<t 1^I 

?flf?fnr C5h ^ % t (k g t ‘ ?T ytrr ^ ^ ^ \ fT^ ii?: ^mrnrw» 

^ 6 ^ BtiB^ f^ I <3 ?f? Fl^ 

^ ^ rS^c^T c?H“t 5f^ <lt]::?[ ^ i ^rSt^ ^rfiKfcei 

%i wrfJt^i «fm ^ ^n%t?r C5h ^pfinBtfecsT^ i ^ ■^t.^jtey ^oo 

c*rs?n ^t|'s utSsi (?rQ^ ^ ^ i irt? ws ’TO c*r<h 

I '^rt^s ^ffvf lii^s ^TNn ^ r^TOs; ^ t[t«r iSci i 

^t*(*Tl« "fTtsTt^pt!^ (Tri^^ ’TtrtrTO to 

^vH ^finn ?t'S l ^ TOT^ <?ft^l control shop f^ TOT 

^r^TOTTO r?r ^n I (Ti f5»n officer 

licence C?'3^ ^ ^ I ^ tpt^t I 

^'4 fvn?, C^CirrfR fr*5 officer (7r«(tR ^ ^5T?tR? 

licence ^|#?i r? | CTO ?tR^ (TNtl^ 

S.D.O. ^'4177 Tf%i TO ffel^. fr’pw? %tf^ i 

'^fTwi j\v, #T 3 TO ^^tr fr^ yrTOiTO- 

f%^ ^1 7^^ I fVii f^RTi 3^71 *77^ I ii) 

'®rTOr ?Tr^^>nj ^ i rittr y i ' gt^ r^ r^ i (TJt^ Ttc^ 

^Ffim TtR ftpl ^ C^tfR ^35T ’r^iprr 5T5n 

^ ^ I wn TOT 3 TOT R3Tn 7^3 I ^ 

»rt^^ftfw RW5TO «57n 4^ tr.r i fro Sti- 

^’ffirCTfe I 'Sfpj point ^ff^TTn TTTS 7^ I ^r’^RRT officer 

Black market 4 ^ItTf^ 1^ ftl^. fTO 'JtTm f^- 

^1 ^TH Ttf^ (?R ^ ^ I 4 TOT^ | 

^1 (?TO^*ftrTRn licence 'artf^CJ ^ TR ^5t7Ti:»^ T^CZ subscription 

c^ TTT I 'iTtft c^*^ ftfim ^^^71 1 irtft 4^ ^^vfi ?rf%?n =7f%^rf^ 
»rt3nt5T c7[ vp^r^ iTtfTO:^^ ^ to'^ i 

Mft ABOUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, as the food 
problem is now uppermost in the mind of eveiy one inside and outside this 
House, at the outset we .should like to know from (lovernmeiit what are the 
normal requireinentvS of the province and, if possible, district by district, 
and the total quantity of rice that may be available this year and what 
measures Doverniuent pnqmse to take or have taken to meet the deficit. 
We also w’ant to know on what basis or on what figure.s, obtained from 
which sources, a district is tlei lured to he a surplus or deficit district.^ And 
if it is on the basis of forecast made by the Agriculture Department, may 
we know, Sir, when was that forecast made, and whether Government have 
taken into account any subsequent events such as damages due to weather 
conditions or jnsectsP It is true that only the surplus crop of an area 
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abould be allowed to moTe from one area to another and only the flurplus 
«fop would be purchased by the Government or by any agency of the Govern- 
ment. I would like to tell the House that there is a fallacy involved in this : 
If basis of figures to determine the surplus yield is wnmg, the conclusions 
arrived at therefrom must also be wrong, and there is a greet danger 
involved. I admit the problem is a difficult one, and it has to be tackled 
if Bengal is to be saved. The masses must have the right to claim, even 
under abnonnal circumstances, to the extent, which an ordinary human 
being has a right to claim. We should ask the Government to tell the 
House as to how they projmse to maintain the self-sufficiency of the province 
and also an equilibrium in the prices of all food-stufis and articles such as 
rice, dal, fuel, etc. It is true that a certain amount of interpn)vincial 
co-operation *and co-ordination in the matter of production and supply will 
be necessary. The Government of India have set up a Fo(m 1 Advisory 
Council. So, in my opinion, this province also should set up a Committee 
of this House or of the Legislatures to pool, study, and disseminate all 
information regarding food, to plan a food programme for the different parts 
of the province and tender advice as to its executives to advise autho- 
rities about the equitable distribution of the availuble foodstuffs. It is an 
irony of fate that the primary producer — the man behind the pltmgh — is 
sometimes forgotten amidst the clamours for food for urban area. 
Ordinarily a cultivator has no surplus yield. Whatever he gets he sells for 
his pressing debts at the price dictated by Government or by the purchasing 
agencies of the Government who monopolise the market. As regards these 
agencies we have been hearing about purchase on behalf of the Government. 
I would say that this agency must not he a particular individual or indivi- 
duals. hut. to iny mind, should he an orgaiiisulion on a co-(q>erative hasis 
who would not have the greed for profiteering at the (‘ost of the 
poor growers or consumers. I lie central hanks, other hanks ami rural 
societies would come to take up the work, if the Government en- 
courage them and render all possible asNistance to them. In denial 
areas of the province transport facilities by Ixiat being unavailable 
the prices the cultivators get are too low. Now, Sir, we do not 
want the Government or their agents to remove rice from these 
areas, for where is the guaranU*e that (iovernment will be able 
to give food to these poor starving masses in the distant country-side or 
that rice would be available to them when there would be inevitable 
dearth of rice.*' We know, Sir, that dealers have been rightly prohibited to 
hoard rice on pain of confiscation. They are going to do it this year. 
Last year there was a large stock of rii*e particularly in Baga, a big 
rice mart in my native district Bakarganj, and this rice was 
eeixed and made available to the people of Barisal. And, Sir 

this is bow the September foml crisis in my district was 

•avfMl. There is no hope of getting seized rice and as such 
history would not repeat itself. A more serious crisis would begin much 
earlier this year, and it has already begun in some of the districts. I am 
afr ftidj if once rice is removed out of a district how far it would be agam 
available to the masses. What I would suggest is this, that it would he ol 
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greAter advantage to the peaaants if the eupply methods are organised localli 
through the help of co-operative organisations. It is true, a province-widi 
organisation cannot be made by a few officers of the Supply Department, 
but there is an army of officers in the Co-operative Department and the Jute 
Regulation Department which is also supposed to do rural reconstruction 
work. If, Sir, people have no food, what would be the meaning of rural recon- 
struction work. By co-ordination of work of the officers under these depart- 
ments Government can do wonderful work; and if they mean business, as 
we were told by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his speech while placing 
the budget, what I propose is this. Government do immediately take necessary 
steps to organise one or more co-operative societies in each and every union 
or municipal area of the province in order to store foodstuffs and other 
essential commodities to ensure supply to the people at a cheaper rate. This 
will make these local units more or less .self-sufficient. It may be, we may 
not be able to solve sixteen annas problem, but I feel sure that we should be 
able to solve the problem to some extent. In Bakarganj we have already 
commenced work in this direction, and some co-operative societies or co- 
operative organisations M’itli hy-iaws approved by the department have 
already started work with a capital raised from the people in which the 
poorest cultivator will have a minimum share of two rupees and local big 
men and mahajans a share of its. fiOO or more. Government can rendei, all 
possible help, even financial a.sMstunce m the shape of interest-free loan to 
these co-operative organisations. 11 Government through their officers 
undertake to check and control or supervise the work of these organisations, 
the richer peojile will feel inclined to invest their money if they get an 
assurance that their money would ;jo back to them. Capital for starting 
these societies would not be wanting in Bengal. Attei la^l year's expeiience 
of food crisis peoi)le have now leaiUi^d that then* would be greater dearth of 
rice tliis year. The tino* i.s last coming when they might not get a grain 
of rice, although they niiglit have money at their disposal. They are ready 
now to provide and find out money tor a local cheaper store for their own 
consumption. The Barisal .Municipality has already started one cheaper 
store for the urban area, (toverniuent can very well take advantage of this 
spirit of the time. If the Gi^verniuent make vigorous efforts in this direction, 
it may be that Government might not have to render any financial assistance 
even. Let the District Officer of each and every district make vigorous 
attempts in this direction, and I feel sure the result will be amaiingly 
successful. The local officers know very well the sources to be tapped and 
there are plenty of men and non-official agencies to co-operate with Govern- 
ment in a matter like this. The union Inuirds and the district boards can 
be well utilises! for this purjH»se. Once the officers talk heart to heart with 
the people and they are made to feel that it is intended for their own good, 
they will readily respond. 

This “Consumers’ Co-operative Cheaper Food Store,” or whatever you 
may call it, can to some extent control the market prices also. The cheaper 
rate at which the co-operative organisation would sell is bound to have 
repercussions on the market prices also. The people will have a sense of 
security. 
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Mr. deputy SPEAKER: Mr. AMul Wahab Khan, can you finiih ii 
fiTe minutes r 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAS KHAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that cu.-ie I will hare to adjourn th( 
Houae and after adjournment you will pet ten minutes to finish youi 
speech. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for ten minutes.) 

(After adjournment. ) 

wahab khan* Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, as I wai 
submitting, ih case of co-operative organisation in each union or in eacb 
municipal area people will have a sense of security against food or rio€ 
famine. A contended mass means a successful war front. It cannot b« 
expected that a half-starved mass can co-operate witlt the war efforts. There 
is no gainsaying the fact that the food problem is largely connected with 
w'ar efforts as have been already submitted by some of the honourabh 
members of this House. Now, after thi.^ (^o-operative organisation, as 1 
have already said, has been started. Government can very well take stock oi 
the situation, and if they find actually that there is surplus, then it can be 
easily taken out of the district and stocked tor any emergency or unforeseen 
calamity. The people are very really apprehensive that by a method of 
unlimited purchase from a district— as the the people do not know to what 
extent Government will purchase from the district which is supjiosed to be 
surplus— -a worse situation might be created. Let each area or each district 
be put on its own legs to be self-sufficient. 

In conclusion, Sir, I would only say that the agency of (lovernment 
purchase must not be restricte<l to a particular .s<*t nf individuals. That 
would be giving scope for dishonesty or corruption. Sir, at the fag end 
of to-day’s sitting I would not take much time of the House and with these 
words I finish. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN BINHAs ^ri •ri 

(7! ’TOT 

’•8 ^ ZZV I 

^ c^r 

^rfan ^ w rat Srtrt? i 

ft/6 (7T9 5ti55T /n (?n» fV /;.|j, IStTt I 

^8 -ilfr I ^ ^ C*NCT5 

^ Wt? TO r? I Ji ^ Wi I frq 5 (TTf 

f¥ ’ft ’31 i ’tcw ’irfti, ▼to, 

▼tJmr fSrjT yiirnr ^ tro? ccron? i fts ttvi (Mcw 

few ft#! TCW? I 4 ^ I ▼TOV Iff 10 

▼WI CTOI-CI OTOI ^0100 ICffT ¥TOl fffi ▼ffB ▼TO 
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:)io, MiQ fro ^Fm ^ imr^i ^ 

Forest Departmentiil? 4^ Wn C^ ^ 
deforestation 3[^'3otnr C? ^ (TTCS 

^ I ^^59^'tfi — ^3 ^ I ’srH c^ in 4^? ? 

TO TO^ ^ <n I ^tmnnj c^ fe^^^nroir «ri cto 

^ r?r fVi (TT I ^ Wir^r c^ 

TO5>f ^n, ?fc^3 ?i I 4? I5^ 4 tcK^ 51:15 c^ 0 

wwi ^nc^n «nT Tf<»f;5 »r*tr^ (?r ^in to 1 ^ im 

cwv$\ ’tfsTn c^ 4 ^ (TT^ ^ 8 ^«f a I ^ cTO ^ ^ 

CTO^'^C^On ‘3 (Tjr^^f c^ ult^ :P3 ^ i>ftn 

’n I w cTO^ ^ ^ cgii: 3 c^n: 1 4 ^ ^®n7i 1 4?f ^ 

^ ^ fiF ^ ftfg c*fc«f ^ (i? cw 

I 4^ w^rr ^ff^t 4^ *ftfin Giro's to 

^ fro ’rrrj^ fro 4^ 'ftfti to i toti to ^ (?tTsn 

^ '31 wTft I 9rfi?9T iF’csfs ^ryrr ^ C5^n '!r?l3 ^1 ^tstt fro^ 
▼’jc^T 5TO TO c^rtc^ (Tf <>tt^ c*f^^r3 TOgr^n 

Ttn TOi #fT ^ 4^v' ^ <^t^5T '^W*n ^3 I 3tfTO 

^sTipr ^jHTtro ^rt to^ c^ '^r^sr^hi fV?f3i , ^;**R3t 3 3<>^n3i 

3n I3t:r^ 4^'*f fTtf31 3 TO31 ^ 4^* TOTl TO^ftR? BRl 
of^ '3trc^ 4 c5rr«F 3fTO ^ r’r^ mc^ i c^ ^roi W3- 

CTO ^5fC3 R ^<17^ 4fsf<cif1r irk^, food riot !p:3rF 

’FTIR ’bTO TO. '3^ fro (R^l ^C^' ^ TO ^ I 4 f57?t]?1 

TO I 3C^ CTlF ^ ^arWTO fTO*rt ^^C^TC’-i^ (?? 4 C^sfC^ 3t^, 

31 SFt^tf^ CTOtC3# 'Jjn ^1 57 '^5TtTO CTO TOF I fri 4 ®tf3 ^7 ^D, 
4 Wtf3 ^tl^ I 'arn 4^ TO 7^ (?N I 4^ ^ TO 

RfV, 4 CTO W TO 4^: 7f^ 4^ CTO TOTl ^ 57 (TT^ W 4^ fTOO 

TO^i 


Adjourimient 

The House was then adjourned at 7 p.ni. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, the 
iSth February, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Ansembly House. Calcutta, on Thursday the 
18th February', 194d, at 4 p.m. 

Pressnt: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
8 Hon’ble Ministers and 196 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Transfer of Superintendent of Excise, Darjeeling. 

•34, Mr. DAMBER SINGH GURUNC: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department l)e pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the order of transference of Superintendent of Excise, Darjee- 
ling, was twice cancelled? 

(fj) If 80 , will the Ilon’hle Minister l)e ])leused to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the (late since when the present Superintendent of Excise has been 
in Darjeeling; and 

(ii) whether an> other Superintendent (jf Excise was ever allowed to stay 
in Darjeeling for more than three years? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman): (</) The order was cancelled 
once only. 

(h) The interest of the public service. 

(c) (t) The 10th OctoW, 1938. 

(n) Yes. 


Appointment of Special Oflloert. 

•35. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether any new 
appointment of Special Officers has been made in the Secretariat since the 
aesumption of office by the present Ministry ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be plesuied to lay on the Table a statement showing — 

(1) the number of officers so appointed and the functions they are to 

perform; 

(2) the name of those appointed; and 

(3) the respective remuneration drawn by each of them ? 


12 
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MINUTER in nliargt of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tlii HoiPbli 
Mf. A. K. Failul HiM|): (a) Yes. 

(b) It is not certain what appointments the expression ''Special OfBcert'^ 
tised by the honourable member is intended to include. A statement cover- 
ing all new appointments made in the Secretariat by the present Ministry 
between the 12th December, 1941, and 30th September, 1942, has been laid 
on the Library Table. 

Ramzan Holiday. 

^36. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department considering the desirability of making arrange- 
ment for declaring the last ten days of the holy month of Ramzan as holidays? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No such proposal is under consi- 
deration of Government. 

Dearness allowance to Government servants. 

*37. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) h the Honide Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department aware of the abnormal rise of the prices 
of all the commodities and foodstuffs? 

(h) If HO, do the Government contemplate a further increase in the 
dearness allowance to the employees under them who are drawing salary up 
to the limit (»f Rs.300 per month? 

(<') If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, ^\\\ the Hon ’hie Minister 
be pleased to state the rate of increase contemplated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 


Amount ptid to nowsptpors by Govommont for advertisement. 

*38. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAdID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Publicity Department lie pleased to state — 

(o) the names of newspapers of Calcutta in which Government advertise- 
ments are generally published; 

(h) the rates for publication of advertisements paid by Government to 
each of the following newspapers:— 

(1) the daily Azad, 

(2) the daily Navayvg, 

(3) the daily Amritahazar, 

(4) the Anan^ahazar, and 
(6) the daily Statesman; 

(c) what is the amount that has been paid to each of these papers during 

the period from the Ist of December, 1941, to Slst August, 1942; 
and 

(d) what is ^e circulation number of the abovementioued papers? 
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MIIIItTill hi ohifft cr tiM rMLIOITY DEMHTMINT (llw HeM'bl* 
Mf. A, K, Fazlul Hin|): («) Govenim«Dt adv«rtiiieiiieats are ganaraUy 
published in all the leading newspapers and occasionally in other newspapers 
alao. 

(If) (1) R«,3 jier column inch per insertion. 

(2) to (4) Ks.6 j>er column inch j)er insertion. 

(5) Rs.l2 per sinjyle column inch per insertion. 

(c) It will take some time to obtain the informulion ilesired by the 
honourable meml)er. For the financial year 1941-42, the figures were— 


Ks. 


(1) 

The 

daily 



<2) 

The 

daily 

Navajfiiga 

3,257 

(••<) 

The 

daily 

Amnta Bazar Patrika 

... 8.Glf) 

(4) 

The 

Auaiida Htuar Patrika 

5, (Mb 


The 

daily 

States man 

... 11,243 


{>/) I am asking the Managers of the pa|»eis wlietliei tliev are preimreil 
to give me tlie figures and whether (hey lune unv (dijeclioii to my i*om- 
muni('ating (lie information to the I^egisluture. 

Mfs 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will tlie H^m’iile Ministtu l>e pleased to 
stute the reaMm \shy the rate for piiblicatHm <d (iovernment mlvertisements 
is less in (he c^ise of the “Awid” than in the case of “Navayug"? Why is 
thi.N diffenMitial treatment'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I notice the ioct that the rate 
is low*. I siiall eiKjuire and let the honourable member know' later. I 
cannot answer oil-hand. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: AVill the ilon'ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state when the “Navayug” was .stiirtedy 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: September, 1941. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Then the figure of Its. 3,257 relates 
to the payment to the “Navayug*’ for less than 6 months. 

The Hon’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl It was a weekly paper and 

subsequently converted into a tlaily. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the figures quoted are for the 
financial year 1941-42 it means from April, 1941, to March, 1942. Am 1 to 
understand that? 

Tfca Hoil’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may not be September; it 
may be August. It is certain that it is not one full year. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Then it means that the payment 
to the daily “Navayug” of Rs. 3,257 is only for 6 months whereas the 
payment of Rs. 6,G^ to the tlaily ‘*A*ad*' is for one year. 
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Tht Hoil’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUI. HUQ: I may not be quite eorreot in 

regard to the date. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The payment to the ''Navayug** is 
much more ihau the payment to the “Azad”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, no. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, it is almost double. The rates 
are there. In the case of the ‘‘Navayug” it is Rs. 0 per inch whereas in the 
case of the “Azad" it is only Rs. 3. It means that payment to the 
“Navayug*’ is double that paid to the ‘^Azad”. 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The amount is less than half, 
hut it comes to a higher figure because the rate is higher, t have already 
promised to find out why the rate is more in the case of the “Navayug”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is because it is a more respecUible 
paper. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleasetl to state 
if the “Navayug" is a scmi-Goverument paper or whether it is under its 
patronage ? 

Th0 Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It has nothing to do with 
(iovernment. It is azad, independent. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Is the “Navayug” under the patronage of the 
Uon’ble (diief Minister!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Chief Minister has nothing 
to do with it. 

Mr, K. NOORUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Chief Mini.ster be pleased to 
state whether he founded the paper and is associated with it? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It was founded by Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Ilvuj, and not by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Mr. A. K. Fazlul lliiq is financially connected with the 
“Navayug” or in any way otmnected with that paper? 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. A. K. Fadul Huq has no 

finance of his own and he is not financing the paper. 

RomovM of Obtinnan, Faiidpur Ditifiol BooiiL 

^38. Khan Bihldiir MOHAMMED ALI: (a) WUl the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleasetl to state the reasons which led to the removal of the Chairman of the 
District Board of FaridpurP 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the Divisional Commissioner was directed to conduct an enquiry into 
the administration of the Board ? 
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(f) If the answer to (b) is in the affiimatiTe, will the Hon'Ue Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Divisional Commissioner submitted to Gov- 
ernment any report of the enquiry ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy 
of the report? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Mr. SantoMi Kumar Baau): 

(rt) The reasons are stated in the noiifieatioii, dated the 2Gth November, 
1942, a copy of which is laid on the Table. 

(h) No. 

(c) and (<i) The questions do not arise. 

Notxficahon referred to in chime (a) of starred question iVo. .W. 

GOVIIRNMENT OF BENGAL. 

Department of Pi blk' Health and Local Self-Government. 

IjOCal Boards. 

NOTIFICATION. 

No. 8^1C.-L.S.G.~2f)th November, 1942.— Whereas the district Isiard of 
Faridpur has by a resolution passed at a special meeting held on the 28th 
October, 1942, applied, under section 28 of the Bengal i>ocal Self-Government 
Act of 1885 (Bengal Act III of 1885), for the removal of Maulvi Yusuf Ali 
Choudhury, m.l.a., from his office as ('hairman of the said district board on 
the ground that he persistently neglects his duties as Chairman ; 

And whereas the Governor is satisfied that the said Chairman of the 
Faridpur district board has been guilty of persistent negligence in the j)er- 
forraance of his duties ; 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the jiower conferre<l by section 28 of the 
said Act, the Governor is pleased to remove Maulvi Yusuf Ali Choudhury, 
M.L.A. , from his office as Chairman of the Faridpur district board with effect 
from the date of publication of this notification in the Calcutta Gazette. 

By order of the Governor, 

T. I. M. Ni'RANNABI CHArDHTHI, 
Secretary to the Government of fJenyal, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon>le Minister be 
pleased to state if the Secretarj’ to the Government of Bengal in the Local 
Self-Government Department sent a telegram to the Commissioner of the 
Dacca Division on the 8th of NovemWr, 1942, regarding the Faridpur 
District Board meeting held on the 28th October, 1942? 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. SANTOtH KUMAR BAIU: Will the honourable 
member pleaae repeat the question? 
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Kim tiMhir MOHAmiiiO ALIS Will the Hoa’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Commissioner of the Dacca Division has sent a report 
to the Government of Bengal in the Local Self-Government Department 
bearing No. 5964-J? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: What is the date and 
what is the No. please P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs The No. is 5964-J and it is dated 
13th November, 1942. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, the honourable member is giving 
the answer himself. Questions are intended to elicit information. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There is*a letter from 
the Commissioner to the Secretary to the Government in the Department of 
Local Self-Government, bearing that No. and date. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in that letter the Commissioner stated that the proposal 
of Government to dismiss the Chairman would not be in order? 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, he did that 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Did the Commissioner also report 
that the meeting was irregular and not in order? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, the Commissioner 
did that hut he revised his opinion after .seeing the legtil opinion. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: May we know, Sir, who supplied 
this information to the honourable meinl)er who has put this supplementary 
question P 

(No reply.) 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I. it a fact that the (Commissioner did not 
revise his own opinion but only gave in because of the legal opinion? 

Thi Hon*bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He revised his opinion 
in the light of legal opinion. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Divisional Commissioner gave his revised opinion in writing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Of course he did. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, in the answer the Hon'ble 
Minister say.s that u special meeting was held in which the Chairman was 
dismisseil for his persistent negligence of duty. Now, will the Hon'ble 
Minister l>e pletised to state whether that special meeting which is alleged 
to have been held was held at the hoii.se of the District Magistrate and that 
no subject was given in the agenila for tlmt District Board meeting? 

ThO Hon’bit Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He was not dismissed. 
An application was made to the Government for removing him. 
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Mr. AWULLA«AL NANMMMt Is ^ Hm'Ua Mintatw «wam that 
^ w>-eall«d mAeting which it alkg«d to haw baen held was hrid at tha 
hoasa of tha District HagistrataP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are giving out information and you 
are not even sure whether there was a meeting or not, for you say that a 
eo-called meeting was held. How is it possible for the Government to reply 
in that cxxse? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the Hon'ble Minister has said tlait a 
resolution of no-(?onfidence was received by the Goveriimeui. In the CMjurse 
of tliis supplementary (piestion it was suggested tlmt the Gommissioner snid 
in the letter,, wliich had been admitted by the llon'ble Minister, that the 
meeting was not regular in which that resolution was jiassed, or in other 
words, the resolution was not valid. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. llahman, 1 would ask you to put a 
straight supplementary question arising out of this (luestion. ^ 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir ! was saying this in onler to remind you 
what had happened. Now, what I am siiying is this: the meeting which 
was held and in which the resolution was passed was an irregular meeting. 
Now my (lUestion is: Is the flon’ble Minister aware tluit the meeting was 
held at the residence of the District Magistrate and not at the premises of 
the District Ikiard? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do uot accept the honour- 
able member’s assumption that it was an irregular meeting and an irregular 
resolution was fxassed. But as to the question as to where the meeting was 
held, I am not aware that it was held at the District Magistrate’s house, 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this is a very serious matter and 
practically the whole Ixisis of administration of Bengal depends on it, and 
w'e want a definite answer to it. When the question of regularity of the 
meeting wa.s raised, the Hon’hle Minister had said that he had legal opinion. 
So, Sir, it is a very pertinent question as to w'hether that meeting over 
which action was taken was held at the house of the District Magistrate of 
Faridpur or -not. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The an.swer is, he does not know. And in 
that case, bow can I help you, Sir Nazimiuldin ? 

KhwaJ. Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the parliamentary procedure in this 
wise is that the Hon’ble Minister can ask for notice. 1 submit that on all 
occasions when the Minister has got no information, he must ask for notice. 
But If he says, “I do not know’^ then 1 must say that it is his duty to know 
and find out facts. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The honourable member w'unts to know 
whether the meeting was held on that date, and I think the Hon’ble 
Minister should satisfy him on that point. 
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Kim tiMhir MOHAmiiiO ALIS Will the Hoa’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Commissioner of the Dacca Division has sent a report 
to the Government of Bengal in the Local Self-Government Department 
bearing No. 5964-J? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: What is the date and 
what is the No. please P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs The No. is 5964-J and it is dated 
13th November, 1942. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, the honourable member is giving 
the answer himself. Questions are intended to elicit information. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There is*a letter from 
the Commissioner to the Secretary to the Government in the Department of 
Local Self-Government, bearing that No. and date. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in that letter the Commissioner stated that the proposal 
of Government to dismiss the Chairman would not be in order? 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, he did that 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Did the Commissioner also report 
that the meeting was irregular and not in order? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, the Commissioner 
did that hut he revised his opinion after .seeing the legtil opinion. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: May we know, Sir, who supplied 
this information to the honourable meinl)er who has put this supplementary 
question P 

(No reply.) 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I. it a fact that the (Commissioner did not 
revise his own opinion but only gave in because of the legal opinion? 

Thi Hon*bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He revised his opinion 
in the light of legal opinion. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Divisional Commissioner gave his revised opinion in writing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Of course he did. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, in the answer the Hon'ble 
Minister say.s that u special meeting was held in which the Chairman was 
dismisseil for his persistent negligence of duty. Now, will the Hon'ble 
Minister l>e pletised to state whether that special meeting which is alleged 
to have been held was held at the hoii.se of the District Magistrate and that 
no subject was given in the agenila for tlmt District Board meeting? 

ThO Hon’bit Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He was not dismissed. 
An application was made to the Government for removing him. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you aU airrM, this ques^ may be taken 
up next week, either on Monday or Tuesiky. 

Kliwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I that this question be 

taken up today after disposing of the other questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon ’hie Mr. Basu will now answer the 
last question put by Mr. Taniixuddin Khan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: The resolution which 
was sent by the then (’hainnan Maulvi Yusuf Ali (’houdhury runs thus 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, my question has l)een misunderstood. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: I shall read out the 
resolution which was sent to Government by Maulvi Yusuf Ali Ghoudhury— 

^'Enclosure No. I Resolution . — The District Board of Faridpur at its 
meeting has considered the letter from the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, Bengal, dated the Ist October, 
1942, and is of opinion that most of the charges against the District Board 
contained therein relate to matters that w’ere decided and performed by the 
Chairman and Vice-Gliairmun respectively; be it therefore resolved that this 
Board presses under section 28 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act 
of 1885 as modified up to date for the removal of Maulvi Yusuf Ali 
Choudhury from his office as Chairman of the Faridpur District Board and 
thereby giving this Board an opportunity of removing the existing defects 

and functioning efficiently in future. Be it further resolved ” and so 

on. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I shall repeat my question. My ques> 
tion was whether the proceedings say that a restdution like that was passed 
at that meeting. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The report of Maulvi 
Yusuf Ali Choudhury certainly did not say that the resolution was passed, 
but the question is whether Government had materials before it to show that 
the proceedings were wrongly recorded. 

Mr. A. M. A. Zainaii ; fiF TOT c4 Chairmanij^ wfet 

“PM ? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, that is so. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUODIN: My question is very simple and direct and 
arisea out of the reply of the Hon’ble Minister. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
give’ufi a categorical answer whether the pnaieedings forwarded by the then 
Chairman Maulvi Yusuf Ali Choudhury stale that the resolution which has 
just been read out by the Hon’ble Minister was passed in the meeting? I 
want to know *‘yes” or “no”. 

Thi HOffblt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Certainly “no ”. 
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MmM AHMiO ALI MRIONAs Will the Hon^ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether he himself made an enquiry into the allegations that are 
made in the report he has read out just now, regarding the truth or otherwise 
of the resolution, regarding the propriety of the resolution, whether the 
resolution was adopted or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr# 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US I shall make one general 
answer to the various questions. I certainly considered all these questions 
referred to hy the honourable member with reference to the materials before 
me on the file. 

Miulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA* Did the agenda contain any figure 
purporting to be a motion of no confidence or want of confidence or anything 
of the kind? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The agenda certainly 
contained something out of which this matter could legitimately arise under 
the rules. 

®TED ABDUL MAillDs ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what was the subject out of which this matter arose in that particular 
meeting? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I will tell you. The 
subject which formed item 24 of the agenda and which also incidentally 
showed that the matter was not intended to be taken up that day by the 
Chairman who hud arranged the agenda like this, was “to consider letter 
No. 1<40 dated the 1st October, im2, from the Secretary to the 

Government ol llengal, Public Health and fjocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment, to the address of the (Commissioner of the Dacca Division, a eopv of 
which has been received in this office direct from tbe Secretary with" his 
memorandum No. 1742 (1 ) L.S.-G., dated tbe 1st October, 1942, and the 
Chainnuirs letter No. 14 oI(P, dated the 5th/(lth October, 1942, sent to 
Government by the District Magiati'ate, Faridpur’’. 

Muillvk AHMED ALI MRIDHA. ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the subjeet was for a special meeting or an ordinary 
meeting? 

Th« Hon’bli Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It was the subject for a 
special meeting and there was a .special meeting. At that special meeting it 
was held that the question of removal of the Cbaimian could be brought up 
under the rules wdth the consent of the majority. 

Kban BahMiur MOHAMMED ALI: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of tbe rule that if any additional subject ia 
brought up before the House it requires the unanimous consent of the House 
and not the con.sent of the majority of the House? 

Til# HtMl’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as this last ques- 
tion is concecned, it w’as not an additional subject, because this matter about 
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remoTal of the ChainnAn directly aroiie out of the oommuiiioition from the 
Local Self-Government Department for the euperaession of the District Board 
and it did not require the unanimous support of the House, 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Will the Hou'hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether the resolution, namely, item No. 24, for the 
removal of Maulvi Yusuf Ali Choudhury, came up for discussion in an 
ordinary meeting?? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. that I shall state. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Is the Hon'hle Minister 
aware that tit special meetin^r commenced at 2 p in. on the 28th of OctoherP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. 

Mr. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that the resolution which has been read out in reply to Dr. Sanyars 
question by him was moved hy Mr. Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury at that 
special meeting?? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
aw’are that in the proceedinj^s it is recorded that the motion was passed by 
the majority of the members who have forwardeil a copy of the resolution to 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Perfectly true. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it the p(dicy of the present Govern- 
ment not to stand in the way of the representatives of local iKidies to elect 
their own Chairmen and other officers and to permit the removal of such 
officers when they lose the oonftdeDre of the majority of the members P 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; That is exactly the posi- 
tion of the Local Government. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: With reference to his answer that the pro- 
ceedings whjch were forwarded by Mr. Yusuf Ali ('haudhury did not show 
that that alleged resolution of no confidence was piissed in that meeting, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what proceedings or resolu- 
tion Government took action? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On the proceedings of 
the special meeting which were sent by the majority of the members who 
had passed that re.solutinn and which contained the signatures of the three 
Subdiviaional Magistrates who voted writh the majority, 

Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answers (/;} and (c), 
will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether the Commissioner of 
the Dacca Division sent in a repi^rt regarding the meeting in which a reso- 
lution for the removal of the Chairman was reported to have been passed? 
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TIN Hoil’bit Mr. IANT08H KUMAR BASU: Tw, I luiTe already said 

that in answer to a previous question. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIM KHAN: That is not my question. I am coming to 
my question. Wiiat was the recommendation of the Commissioner of the 
Division regarding the affair? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am afraid my friend is 
covering the ground w'hich has already been covered. Still I have no objec- 
tion to answer. The recommendation was that the resolution should be set 
aside on a particular view of the rules that the Commissioner took before he 
had an opportunity of considering the legal opinion, and as I have said after 
having considered the legal opinion he revised his opinion and said that it 
should go through. 

Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Commissioner has revised his opinion in writing? 

The Hon’hle Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Of course, he has. 

Mr, A. M. A. ZAMAN: fir tot <71 ^ TTS? 

dismissed Chairman ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali is not a dismissed Chairman. He resigned the office of 
Cliaimian. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Did Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali 
resign because he thought that discretion was the better part of valour? 

Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Did the Commissioner give his opinion 
tuo motu or was he written to for the purpose, and, if so, what was the date 
of the letter that was written to the Commissioner for revising his opinion? 

Tht Hon'bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There was no letter 

written to the Commissioner. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Did he send any subsequent report 
revising his opinion? 

Tbt Hon’bia Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. he gave his opinion 
subsequent to the one that he had already given. 

Brijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Did the present Govern- 
meut follow their predecessors in protecting the misdeeds of members and 
Chairmen of local bodies belonging to the Muslim League? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : wtTO tff m 

Chairman >6 Vice Chairman ^ popular Government 

•fw 'StC'fT <71^ <Rn dismissed frsH T 

Mr. DERUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Mfa Kt SHAHABUDDINt The Hon’hle Minister stated just now that 
the action taken by Government was on fhe basis of the report of the pro- 
ceedings sent under the signature of certain members. My question is why 
did not the Government wait to see whether the proceedings forwarded by 
the then Chairman, Mr. Yusuf Ali ('houdhury. Mere coniirmed in a sub- 
sequent meeting of the District Boards There is a meeting held practically 
every month. 1 am explaining my point so that it might he easier for the 
Minister to answer. My question is very simple -Will the Hon'blo Minister 
be pleased to state why did the Government take action on the report of the 
proceedings sent hy the members instead of waiting to see whether the 
proceedings which were sent by the then ('huirman were being coufinned 
in a subsequent meeting or not 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On the materials before 
the Government and the proceedings sent ]»y the Chairman as well us by 
the majority of the members, Government felt no doubt that they should 
accept the version given by the majority of the members and that they 
should lose no time in removing the Chairman who had forfeited the con- 
fidence of the Distncl Board. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Aris ing out of the re])Iy given hy the 
Hon’hle Minister, would it riot have been l)etter to wait for the next meet- 
ing to find out whether tlie majority supported that motion or not.’^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U! (tovernmenl were more 
than certain tliat th^ majority had supported that mtition. 

Removal of Chairman, Bankura Oistriot Board. 

*40. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. tot Will the Hon’hlc Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-(iovernment Department he 
pleased to stale whether he is aware ol the allegations against (ioverniuent 
ofti(‘er8 made in a statement issued to the Press by Khan Bahadur Dr. S. M. 
iSidilique, m.l. v., regarding his removal by (jovernment from office of the 
Chairman of the District Board of BankuraP 

If the answer to (a) is in the afiirmative, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of — 

(i) stating the circumstances that led to the removal of the Chairman; 
and 

(n) of holding a public enquiry into the allegationsP 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. 8ANTDSH KUMAR BA8U: (a) Yes. 

(b) (t) Attention is invited to the Press-Note which appeared in 
liindusthan Standard on the 22nd January, 1948, a cop}' has been laid on the 
Library Table. 

(it) No. 

Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
lo state whether in May, 1942, the then Chairman, Dr. Siddiqne, wrote a 



17$ 


QvmnoNS. 


[18th ft»., 


letter to the Commiseioner purporting that the Subdmsioiial Officer was 
forcing the members of the District Board to join the Progressive Party, 
otherwise the Chairmen would be removed? 

The Hoffi’bid Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Subdivisional Officer admitted before the District 
Magistrate in September last that he actually coerced and threatened the 
members of Dr. Siddique’s party to join the Progressive Coalition Party? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as an enquiry has 
been made into these allegations, they luive l)een found to be untrue. 

* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state it in the Press Note issued by (jovernment, there is any reference 
to the allegations made ])y Dr. Siddicpie against a (Government officer who 
was inducing the Chairman to join the IVogressive Party? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: In the Press Note all 
that has }»een sa'ul is that (tovernment will make an emjuiry into any 
allegation of the nature referred to because they are not aware ot any such 
irnddent. 

Mr. ABDULLA*AL MAHMOOD: ill the Ilon’ble Minister be please<l 

to state whether lie is aware that two of the members who were detained 
under the Defence of India Pules uere allowed ts) participate in this meeting 
by telegrams? 

Th6 Hoil^blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U* The release was made 
by the Home Department under the onlers of the Additional Secretary to 
whom applications were made by the fmrties loncerned and the Additional 
SecreUiry was apparently of opinion that these arrests were wholly illegal 
HO far as the application of Defence of India Pules was concenied because 
no occasion arose for such arrest. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Ilon’ble Minister state 
whether the Subdivisional Officer had admitted before the District Magis* 
trate that he gave threatening orders to Dr. Siddique? 

Tht Hon’bM Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: No. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK. Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to 
make an enquiry of the District Magistrate whether the aUegaiiou that the 
Subdivisional Officer had a<lmitted it before him is true or not ? 

Thf HOR*blt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: As I have already said a 
report has come to the effect that such allegations were untrue. 

Mr. ABDUL LA«AL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
those members who were released from the jail to participate in th^ meeting 
have subsequently been locked up again ? 
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TIm HOfi’Mi Mr. MNTOtH KUMAR lAtUl On the other hand, the 


allegatioii was that they were put into jeil in order to prevent them from 
voting against Dr. Siddique. 


Khtfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the question was whether after 
the release of thovse members in order to enable them to participate in the 
District Board meeting, they were re-orrested afterwards. 


The Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: They were remrrested 
ond the allegation wa> tliat it was done for the purjmse of preventing them 
from attending another meeting which the (Chairman hatl called in justi- 
fication of his own conduct so that they might he prevented from attending 
and voting ajftiinst him. 

8rijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8iNHA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
that these three memhers of the District IkMtrd were re-4i nested on the Ibtd 
December and that the ('ollcctor of Iknikura, Mr. Karim, had to eat the 
humble pie and had to withdraw that order hecau.se it was an illegal orders 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He withdrew the order. 

I do not know whetliei lie actually ate any pie or not ! 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, my (juestion refers to the first 
arrest. AVill the Hon’ble Minister he pleaded to intorm the Ibmse whether 
memher.s of tlie Ik>ard arrested — either all or one or two— had anything to 
do with the looting of hot in that subdivision P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The permanent otlicials 
of the Home De]Kirtment, on the instructions of tlie local police officers, W'ere 
of opinion that no sm h (xise was nunle out against tluMn and there was no 
justification for any such ‘suspicion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is it a fact tliat the District Magistrate 
of tliat district has l>een acting in a manner showing distinct sympathy for 
the Muslim League Chairimm of the district and as a result w'hereof he tried 
to put into jail some persons including a member of this As.sembly in order 
to prevent them from exercising their votes? 

The Hon’bM Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So far as that is con- 
cerned, I was reluctant to be dragged into that of)ntroversy because it 
related to the Home Department, but if a direct question like that is put to 
me, I should soy that allegations were to that effect and the Home Depart- 
ment must have taken that into account at the time of ordering the release 
of these members. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Were similar allegations made 
against the Commissioner of the Division of being anti-Muslim? 

The Hon’Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not know who has 
made that allegation. 
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trf|ut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHAs Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 

that the Subclivisional Officer of Bankura Sadar incurred the displeasure of 
the (k)lletdor, Mr. Karim, when the former refused to be a party to the 
desijfu U) help the expelled Chairman in his trouble? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 do not think that I 
can give you any information witl» regur<l to any such details. 

8ri)ut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is the Hon*ble Minister aware 
that the Subdivisional Officer of Sadar was prohibited by express orders 
from the District Collector not to attend the District Board meeting while 
another official member, the Subdivisional Officer of Bishnupur, was allowed 
to attend the meeting because (»f his being a Muhammadan? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not know the reason, 
but the facts are ajrrect. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is it due to the fact that the Sub- 
divisional Officer was actively canvassing against the Chairman that the 
District Magistiate had to stop him from sucli activities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The report is that he 
never actively canvassed against the Chairman. 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please plac^ the 
rei>ort In^on^ the House or read the whole report which he has got of the 
empiiry into the allegations brought against the officials by Dr. Siddique? 


The Hon’bl^ 

phice the report 
DeimrtmenJ 


Ir. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am not prepared to 
which is of a wnfidential nature made to the Horae 


FMLLuA RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if if IS a fact tlmt what he has .si\id .so long from that report is absolutely 
imtrue and he bus misled the House by not placing the facts? 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 


language 


Ka InitinoTMilo 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 
Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 


Order, order. In putting que-stions, the 

ml 

It is untrue. 

The word ** untrue” is unnarliamentarv. 

Sir, my question has not been answered; 

I have not allowed that question. 


Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
liow mony Muslim League Chairmen of District Boards have been removed 
from office during his efficient administration of the Local Self-Government 
Department? 

Mr.4IEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Mr. FMLUR RAHMAM : Will ih« Hon’bl# Mininter b« pieMed id «tat« 
that hifl refusal to place the report before the House or to read from that 
report is due to the fact that the iuformatiou which was purported to be 
given from that report is untrue? 

Th# Hcm’bla Mr. 8ANTD8H KUMAR BA8U: I have not got the 

report before me now. It is ci matter relating to the Home Depiirtment. I 
have read the report. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED All : Will the Hon^hle Minister be pleased 
to state if he is prepared to accept the challenge given by this party to hold 
a judicial enquiry into the conduct of the Government in removing the 
Chairman ? 

The Hon’Mo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am here to answer 
questions and not to accept or throw out challenges. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, my question has not been 

properly answered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS 1 do not say whether the (juestion is pro- 
j>erly answered or not. I have allowed you to put one question* and I shall 
allow Mr. Fazlur Hahman to put another question. Thereafter I shall not 
allow any m(>re supplementaries on this question. 

Snjttt MANINDRA BHUSAN 8IMHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether thi.s act of removal of Chairman in the interests of 
better administration of the District Board has received the approbation of 
.dl sectif)n.s (d the public in the Hankura district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Most certainly. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hou’ble Minister he pleased to 
slate if he i.s prepared to place the report which, he says, that lie has not in 
his possession today, tomorrow before flie House? 

The Hon’bit Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 do not think that that 
report can he placed before the Hou.se, because it is u confidential report. 

(The next question was then called.) 

Khiii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May I submit to you one thing, 
Sir? This is a very important que.stion, and it afl’ects the interests and 
privileges of this side of the H<»use. You are the Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
and you ought to see that our interests are not in any way jeopanlised. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In my opinion sufficient supplementary 
questions have been put, and I cannot allow any more supplementary 
questions. 

KMii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, this question deals with the 
persecution of honourable members of this House and this is the only place 
where we can ventilate our grievances. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. 1 shall allow one more question. 
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Khin BiliailMr MOHAMMED ALIS Will the Hon'ble Minieter be 
pleased to state if the GoTernment are contemplating the appointment of a 
certain Subdivisional Officer as the Chairman? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The matter is not in 
the contemplation of the Goremment at the present moment. 

Questions relating to 18th February, 1943. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have got before us circulated a 
few questions meant for today. It would not, I think, take more than the 
time still left for us for questions. Would you kindly see that these ques- 
tions are answered today? 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It was agreed to by the Opposition, parti- 
cularly by yourself and Mr. Shahahuddin, that only two or three questions 
would be taken up today. We are now engaged on a very important matter. 
I shall take up these questions and many others tomorrow. I shall devote 
full one hour to questions tomorrow, and I am therefore taking up the 
unsturred questions of today. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. On a point of order, Sir. I am grate- 
ful to you for the information that you have given to me that I had agreed 
to have only two or three questions placed today. That is a piece of infor- 
mation to me. I am not questioning your decision when you have said that. 
But 1 beg to point out that I only came to the House immediately alter you 
came, and I never met you today. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You agreed to that course yesterday. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yesterday I protested. If y(ni remem- 
ber, Sir, somebody else agreed. However I am not questioning your ruling. 
I have always felt that the number of questions outstanding i.s so many that 
it may not be possible to accommodate them all in one session. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 don’t agree with you there. All the 
questions we have received from (iovernment we have exhausted and we 
have practically no questions outstanding. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, one hour is allotted to question. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have already told you tomorrow we shall 
be able to deal with all the questions. 


8pecial Motion. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: One minute, please, Khan Bahadur. The 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House has got a statement to make and after 
that you will speak on the special motion. 
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Tlie Hon’bh Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, tba question that the 

House has been discussing since yesterday is of yital importance and 
all sections of the House haye 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I am sorry to interrupt you, Mr. Faalul 
Huq. First of all, you have got to present the Report of the Public Accounts 
Committee and the demand for regularisation of excess expenditure incurred 
in 1940-41 and also to present the supplementary estimates for 194‘4}*4il. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. S(> far as 
that part of the business is concerned, I submit that it cannot come in 
today. We have hud a previous notice fixing a substHjUcnt day for this 
subject. AVhen changes have to be made in the agemla, it is the conven- 
tion of the Heuse that clianges can be made to take up a ([ucstion on a later 
date, but not on a date earlier than the date aniiounce<l prevituisly. Here we 
have also got the supplementary budget estimates for the (‘urrent year, 
and 1 submit that it would be unfair to members to give them a surprise by 
putting in the supplenientar\ budget estimates on a date not allotted for 
it. We had no business previously for the I7th and 18th and these dates 
have been all(»tted for the s|>ecial motion. Therefore, Sir, these sulijects 
cannot be taken uj) today, but the date that had already been allotted for 
them might be maintained. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: But there is no harm in jireseiiting tliern 
to the House today. It will take only a couple of minutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not a question of harm, Sir, but 
it comes as a surprise to the memWrs on the fioor of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not think this has come as a surprise 
to the House. This was done in consultation with the (‘hief whips of the 
Opposition. In the original programme wc find that IHih was fixed for the 
presentation of the Rejinrl of the Public Accounts (’ommiltce. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But we were supplied wdtb another 
paper by the Chief Whip of the Uoverniiient party. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: The other day certain suggestions w^erc 
made by the Chief AVhip of the (joverniiient jmrfy to Dr. Sanyal and myself 
when we sat together and did make certain changes. Of course, as far as 
my memory goes, I think Dr. Sanyal is right when he says that nothing was 
like this subject fixed for today. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Is there any objection if I take up this 
subject tomorrow ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I have no objection. 

Klmi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, tomorrow is a non -official day, 
and I submit there should be no encroachment on the non-official day. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; But your whip has agreed. 
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'KIIM BltUdlir MdMANMED 'M.lt We do not ngree to it, Sir. Our 
wltip says that he agreed without knowing that it was a non-ofBcial day. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But it will not take a long time and I will 
extend the usual time tomorrow by fifteen minutes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: You know, Sir, that in this session 
we have only one day for non-official business, and I hope you will not 
permit any encroachment into that non-official day. 

Mrt DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will compensate that by allowing more 
time for non-official business. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I was saying, Sir, this 
subject is of great importance and although we have allotted two days the 
House has not had full two days allotted to this subject because much of 
the time has been taken up by other business before the House. It has 
been represented to us that the House would welcome a further time to carry 
on this discussion. We are prepared to give half a day or up to two hours 
as early as possible in order to give more facilities to honourable members 
to speak on this subject. The debate therefore will not be closed today, 
bu< at least two hours nH»re will he allotted to this debate as early as possible 
on a Hubse(iuent date. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : 111 view of this assurance of the 

Ilon’hle the Chief Minister, may we eiujUire of tiie Hon’lile the Chief 
Minister, if he would advise the relevant de])artm(*nt not to proceed with 
any change or propose any change in the programme of work 

of civil supplies, particularly in the handling of food. I understand 
that some changes were under conteiiiplatlon or were going to 
be intnxluced yesterday. We feel that the inalttT ot agency, direct 

purchase and de-control of prices in j)articular should receive 

further eonsideraiion. In view of the fact that the Hon'lile the (liief 
Minister wants to extend the time for discussion, I feel he would advise the 
department to suspend changes for some time and at least to allow' the old 
policy to continue until the (lovernment is in a position to know the mind 
of the Legislature. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I understand some action has 
been taken before the subject came up for discussion yesterday. I will 
certainly have discussions with the officers concerned, hut. Six, I cannot 
give any commitment on behalf of Government except that I shall see that 
the point of view represented by Dr. Sanyal is properly represented to 
them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Am I to understand that while the Legis- 
lature was going to discuss this question or on the very day when the dis- 
cussion was fixed, Government had introduced or the department had intro- 
duced (H'rtain changes and action had been taken as a result of those changes ? 
Am 1 to understand, as the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has just now said, that 
certain action was taken yesterday? 
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The Hon'bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQi Jio, no ; action wan talren before 
the subject came up for discussion yesterday. I can say (his much that no 
action was taken yesterday and no action will be taken now until the whole 
debate on this question is closed. But what action had been taken 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But if any action was taken in 
anticipation of our debate, that action should he revised; I fear there b8^’e 
been some rlian^^e*^. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I must tell the House 

that no action \\a> taken in anticipation of this ilehute. 

(At this ^^a^e the House was adjourned for ten minutes.) 


('A/ft'r (uJjonnnneut.) 

Prasantation of tha Raport of tba Public Acoounta Committaa. 

Tha Honnila Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, in pursuance of rule 114 
of the Ben^%a] T/e^nnlative Assembly I'rocedure Buies, I be^r to prewuit to 
the Benj^^al la'pislative Assenihlv tlie Bejiort of tlie (’ommittee on l*uhlie 
Accounts on the Appropriation Accounts and Finance Accounts of tlie 
Government of Benpal for the year HMO-41 and the Audit Beports thereon. 


Prasantation of tha damand for ragularisation of axoaif axpandiUira 
incurrad in 194041. 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. I heg to present to the 
Assembly the demand of expenditure in exc.ess of grants and appropriations 
in 1940-41. The excesses occurred under five heads : — 

(a) Jails and Convict Settlements, 

(h) Interest-free Advances, 

(c) Teteriuary, 

(d) Indpstries — (’inchona, and 
(s) Stationery and Printing. 


The reasons for the excess exfienditure have been set forth in the mcmo- 
raudiuii which has been placed in the hands of the honourable memberB. 
These reasons were duly considered by the I^ublic Accounts Committee and 
the recommendations of that committee are that the vote of the Assembly be 
passed to regularise the voted excess under (a) Jails and Convict Settlements, 
and (b) Interest-free Advances, and that the excesses in resfiect of charged 
appropriation under the remaining three heads he regularised by If is 
Excellency the Governor. These recommendations will be found in para- 
graphs 6 and 7 of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee which hat 
just been presented to the Assembly. 



IM • SUPPIiEMEOTABY ESTIMATES. [18th Fub., 

PnMiitatiofl of the SupploiiMnUry Estimata for 194143. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to present the 
supplementary estimate of expenditure for the current year. The total 
covered by the estimate is Its. 28, 27, 000 out of which Rs. 4,95,000 is 
charged and the balance voted. The demand is spread over 20 heads of 
which two — Interest-free Advances and lioans and Advances — are outside 
the Revenue Account. 

Now, the demand under “Interest-free Advances” amounts to a little 
over 79 lakhs of rupees. This includes an advance of Rs. lakhs to the 
Directorate of Civil Supjflies for the purchase of food-grains and sugar and 
the advance of Rs. If) lakhs to the Civil Transport Officer fot* the acquisi- 
tion of motor vehicles for civil defence purjmses. Under “Jxians and 
Advances” the demand is Rs. 90} lakhs. The excess expenditure is due 
mainly to large scale distribution of agricultural loans in areas devastated 
by the recHuit cyclone and flood. The biggest demands under the revised 
heads are — Rs. 4HJ lakhs under “Famine”. Rs. d2 lakhs under “Extraordi- 
nary (Miurges” and Rs. 21} lakhs under “Police”, Rs. 18 lakhs under 
“Agriculturt‘”, Rs. 8} lakhs under “Miscellaneous” and Rs. 5} lakhs under 
‘Mails”. 

The ex^'CHH under “Famine” is due to the organisation of large scale 
relief measures for the alleviation ot the distrtvss (*aused by the recent 
cyclone and Hood in the districts of Midnapoic and 24-Parganas T nder 
“Extraordinary Charges” about half of the ex])cnditure is due to the 
employment of additi(»nal wartime police for the i)rotecti()n of vulnerable 
points. Other important contributory item.s are the (Tcation of the 
Directorate of (hvil Supfdies at a cost of Rs. 4}. lakhs and the organisation 
of Home Ouards at a cost of Rs. 2} lakhs. Out of the total in«*rease of 
Rs. 21} lakhs under “Police” over Rs. Id lakhs are due to the grants of 
enhanced dearness allowance and to the INdice Emergency Areas Bonus. 
Of the balance, Rs. 4} lakhs is due to the expansion of Civic (luard organi- 
sation and Rs. 2 laklis for higher clothing charges on account of the rise 
in the price of materials. Increase* of Rs. 18 lakhs under “Agriculture'* 
is due to th(‘ purcha.se of .seeds of various kinds of foodcrops for distribution 
under the “Orow More Food” cauipaigu. A part of the expenditure will 
be recouped by the .sale of seed.s. Under “Miscellaneous” the bulk of the 
increase of Rs. 8} lakhs is due to the scheme for the control of vagrancy 
in Calcutta which bad to be taken up direi’tly by Government instead of 
being left to a local body as was originally contemplated. An additional 
demand of He. 5} lakhs under “Jails” is due in part to an increase in the 
number of swurity prisoners but principally to the rise in the price of 
footistuffs, clothing, medicine and other requisites. 

I need not trouble honourable members with a racital of the reasons 
for the demands under the remaining beads which are comparatively small. 
The reasons for all the demands presented to the House have been set forth 
in the explanatory memorandum and will be explained more fully by 
Hon'ble Ministers concerned as each demand is moved. 
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On Supply and Distribution of Foodstuffty Cotli Korosino Oil and Cloth. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: We would like to know deiiiutely whether 
another date haa Wn allotted, and if tw), whut is likely to be the date. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I shall just have a talk with Government, 
and I shall be in a position to aunounee it before the adjournment of the 
House. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN. With due respeet I want to point out that 
if we are certain of a date in the near future and not at a very distant 
date, then we will ar('ordin>jly urranpe our si>eukers. 1 uiulerstand that 
the Hon’ble the (1iief Minister sujrjrested 22nd when this tpiestion ini^rht 
be taken up. It he is ajrreeable and the date is definitely fixed, then we 
w'ill arraii^^e our s|H*akers aecordinply, otherwise there will be much 
difficulty on our ])art. The orijrinal arranjrement was that the debate 
would be finislied by today and Mr. Suhrawardy will speak today at the 
end. Sir. we want to be sure about it. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER; Mr. Sbababuddin, it ha^ been finally 
deeided that W(‘ w'ill take half a day— at least two hours It may be on 
the 2Ist or (Ui the 22nd at the latest. (Dr. N\lin\ksu,\ Svnyai.: Sir. 2lst 
is a Stinday) 22n(l is a Monday. Possibly we will p*t it on Monday. 
However, I will be able U) tell you, say, wuthin one hour. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; May I point (uit, Sir. that 22ml is a 
date allotted for initiating’ the >ren<‘ral diseussion «>f the bud^^et, and it 
w'ould be difficult under the rules P) have any part of that date cmToached 
upon w'ithout previous sanction of His Kxcell»*in*y the Governor and, Sir, 
it would be difficult for Honourable Minister or Honourable (’hief Minister 
now on the floor of the House without obtainin^^ His Excellency’s sanction 
to move any alteration in the propramme. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I never said 22nd. I said 
in the near future. However, if 22nd is fixed I will be able to f^et His 
Excellency's permission. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; In that event I suhmii that we will 
have to make arrangements for the ^^-eneral diseussion of the bud^’et beinjf 
continued after the date now fixed, and even that has to be done w’ith the 
approval of the Governor, lH*cause the budget discussions are all guided by 
the Governor’s Rules and def>end uf»on his individual judgment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: US proceed now. In one hour’s time 

I shall be in a position to tell you finally. 

Khan Bahadur MAULVI JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, the motion tabled by the Government in the name of the Chief 
Whip seems to me to be rather a white resolution like the White Paper. 
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It is a blank and tentative resolution inviting suggestions on a subject 
wLich has not been properly described in the resolution. “The situation 
in the province relating to supplies’" is not the subject or related to the 
subject which has come under discussion. The motion is taken into consi- 
deration, but what is the situation which is to be considered relating to the 
supply and distribution? Nothing has been said in detail and without this 
I think the resolution is meaningless. This subject by a similar resolu- 
tion I understand (although I was absents was discussed in the last session 
where 1 think the Finance Minister, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, on behalf 
of the Government invited all parties in this House for co-operation to 
solve the problem of the shortage of foodstuffs, to co-ordinate distribution 
throughout the province, and to have suggestions from those who are in 
the know of things for the solution of this paramount ])roblem which is 
striking everybody in the province. The motion is blank and has given no 
opportunity to the parties — either the Opposition parties or the Congress 
party — to table proper amendments. They had just put in their amend- 
ments under the restrictions imposed by the rules for framing amendments 
on the original motion. The result has been that there has been an amend- 
ment by the Muslim League only offering co-oj>eration of our i>arty, and 
the Congress amendment seems to be for a Committee consisting of some l(> 
members from different parties for the solution of this problem. The 
statement of these facts will at once prove that really no scheme, either 
co-ordinated or un-co-ordinated, for the supply of essential foodstuffs and 
other c'ommcKlities which are recjuired for the daily life of the j)eo))le of 
Bengal has yet been devised. I think the last meeting was held in 
September when Dr. Mookerjee invited suggestions. But up till now 
nothing has been put in from the Government side as to how they want to 
solve the problem or what is the purpo'^e they call for the co-operation of 
the parties. The only thing which I find in the motion is that “this House 
do take inh> consideration the situation relating to the supply, etc.” The 
facts are well known to the Government. They are in the know of things 
in Calcutta; they are in the know of things that are prevailing in the 
mufassal too. T do not within the short compass of the time want to deal 
with the theoretical side of the question, nor do I want, as a student of 
Economics just as Dr. Sanyal, to discuss the theoretical side of co-relation 
of supply and demand, I will only give my experience of what is happen- 
ing throughout the province. At the outset I may say that this motion 
relates to a proposal of very great magnitude. In the words of the 
Commissioner of the Chittagong Division if this problem is not solved by 
the democratic Government or by the people by mutual consultation, this 
problem will be solved by the violence of the masses. This is exactly the 
view which I share in view^ of the facts that are happening in the districts, 
vis., dacoites are rampant, thefts have increased, police cannot control nor 
have they got time to go after and suppress ordinary crimes in the 
diatricts. The acute shortage of food and the rise in the price of essential 
staple food namely, rice, mustard oil, dal and kerosene, are forcing people 

iA inkA tliAiiii thincTA fnrrihlv fmm wkn hftVA fkmuk fkincra 
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The price control is no solution as was suit! bv many, unless you can 
be sure of your supply. The Government cannot supply the immediate 
requirements of the people. In Chittafrimg while I was coming here I was 
asked by the District Maj^istrate to press before the Director of Civil 
Supplies the need for pettinp: rice frtnu outside, mustard oil and kerosene. 
I think that he himself eame to Caleulta and had stone talk with the 
Director of Civil Supplies, and I urn told his re])ly was not very eneonra^iui;. 
The District Magistrate is in a fix as to how to feed the Chittu^tutj;}: town 
itself, authoujrh the population in the town of Chitta^^ou^ has tleereased 
to an appreciable extent after the (onstant homhinjr and air raids. The 
Di.Htrict Magistrate in liis extreme tliflicultv has to ret|Uisition compulsorily 
from the mfifassal and this has led naturally to the complaint by the poor 
cultivators who have not ^rot more than what is just .sutficient f(»r their 
families and their labourers. This compulsory reciuisition has another had 
effect. It is deprivin^c the pO(»r people of their stock of paddy and rice 
and they are forced to sell their stock of paddy and rice, w’hatever they 
have ffot, at a higher rate than the control rate which has been fixed by 
the local authorities— more than Its. 12-8- per maund. This is the situation 
with refrard to rice. Chittaj^onp has h(»en very hadly affected and it has 
been put in a very serious difficulty. It is in the frontier (d Bengral and 
we have ^»‘ot to face the enemy. We have j^ot all sorts of troiihles and 
difficulties by rea.s(»n of our nearness to Hurmu, where the Government is 
havinjr some contact with tlie enemy. This difficulty is f\irther increased 
owin^ to the fact that 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Your time is over. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JIALALUDDIN AHMAD: What is the lime 
allotted to me, Sir? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ten minutes. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvt JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 thought that it 
was fifteen minutes. Anyway, Sir, I want you to allow me two more 
minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Yes 

Khan Bahadur Maulwi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: With regard to 
mustard oil, the position in Chitta^onj?^ is very acute. In this c(»nne(‘tion 
I should like to say what the Government have done. They have set up one 
Government Store in Chitta^njjr town which is not sufficient for caterinj; 
to the needs of the fieople. The people in hundreds visit one Governnoent 
Store and they have to wait for hours -from early morninjf and still have 
to return disap[K>inted in the eveninj?. Therefore my suj^jirestion the 
Government is that they should set up more Stores at least one in each 
Ward of the Municipality, for the distribution of eontndled articles. The 
system of supply of controlled articles through private dealers is very 
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unsatisfactory and sometimes leads to corruption. So, it is much better 
to set up Government Stores, as many as possible, for the distribution at 
least of those foodstuffs which are available in the town. 

There is one suggestion which I should like to make in connection with 
the amendment and it is this. A Committee has been suggested composed 
of several j)er8onB. What I would suggest is that members of this Assembly 
who know something about the mufas.sal and rural conditions should be 
taken on the Committee for the solution of this problem so that things 
occurring in the mnfassal might come to the knowledge of Government. 


Maharala 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir; the food 
j)oIicy of the Government came in for a good deal of strong criticism in 
this House yesterday. As I was listening to the debate, Sir, 1 was 
reminded of Aldous Huxley’s “Brave New World.” where p(‘ople lived in 
a Htdence-controlled future and fed on concentrated food pills, instead of 
the usual food of a crud(‘ world which it is today. Our Government was 
probably expecting some such fantasy of Aldous Huxley to turn up for 
their rescue, as with their present methods and policy they could hardly 
cope with tlie f(K)d situation as it obtains at present. 

Sir, there cannot l)e any denying the fact that there is a good deal of 
jmblic anxiety about the manner in which the (to\ eminent is liandling the 
food situation. After aiu>ut a year’s workiiig of this j)olicy of control, 
where do we stand todays Ha> any dependal)le entimate been made about 
the actual re(|uirenients of essential comimulities in Bengal, and has any 
effective organisation been set up to ensure regular vnU])]) 1\ at reasonable 
jiriceNy I am s(»rr\ , Sir, to iM»te that the pcdicy and plau.^ of the Govern- 
mtmt had been extremely vague and nebulous so far. 

Sir. (mly the other day, we have the statement of the Hon’i)le (’hief 
Minister explaining the circumstances in which the Directorate of Civil 
Supplies has been set up. Gur (lovernment have taken more than a year 
to realise the truth of a very simple principle of economics, namely, that 
the control of prices could not be made effective without control of supplies. 
The Hon’ble Chief Minister has referred us to the experiences of England 
during the last war wlien it took more than a year to obtain an effective 
control over supplies. I <lo not see any point in this reference, Sir, except 
that our GoTernmeiit liave gained nothing by the experiences of other 
countries, and that they are not sufficiently alert to take advantage of 
more reeeut exiH’riences about fwxl control and policy as in Great Britain 
during the present war. 

Sir, only recently our Government has outlined a two-fold programme 
in which the supply side of the -problem seems to have been included. 
Firstly, there is the Dirw'torate of Civil Supplies, which has been allotted 
an advance of Rs. 50 lakhs for the purchase of food-stuffs. The Oovem- 
meut is now committed to large scale buying operations in the ‘^surplus” 
rice distrt^ in Southern and Western Bengal, with the objective of 
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makiag this surplus rice STailable to the deficit areas. The purchase is 
now being made through Government agents, selec'ted probably by the 
district authorities. As regards the second part of the pragramiue, there 
is the Distributing Trades Tribunal, an organisation set up to ensure 
equitable distribution of essential commodities over the whole province at 
fair prices through dealers selected by the Tribunal. Sir, the scheme 
seems all right on paper. Hut we have to wait and see how it works out 
in j)ractice. We are already having a g(M>d deal of public criticism about 
the selection of the (ro\eriiinent agents in the ilistricts and also abi)ut 
hardships causes! to the trade interests by the restrictions against move- 
ment of essential commodities. There are also charges <»f corruption and 
nepotism. Three things seem to be essential if this scheme is to succeed. 
Firstly, the administrative personnel selected b)r the pur]>ose should be 
highly trained and etiicient. Secondly, control over them must bo 
(entralised and placed on one single person n*sponsible to the Legislature. 
Thirdly, at each important stag<‘ of the administration of the ])oli(*y, steps 
should be taktui to enlist public sym}>athy ami (M»-op(‘ration. 1 therefore 
HUi)pt)rt the view that tloTc should be a Sf>ecial Minister solely (‘nlrtiHied 
with the portfolio of Food He should thus be in a position to exercise 
eflectivc contnd and supervision over the entire machinery of food conind, 
and be himseli answerable to the Legislature for the p(dicy. Secondly, I 
should think that a non-oflicial Advisory ('ouncil should b(‘ <-onslituted, 
representing all interests and points of view, to ludp the Minister in 
charge and keep him informed. This is tin* best way of enlisting public 
c(»nfidence in food p<dic\ It may also be found m*c(‘ssarv to set up 
l)istri(*t Advisory Bodies, to help the administration in all matters of 
detail about the execution of the food p<di<*y. At the presi'iit moment a 
distinction is being made between a ‘‘surplus” distriid and a “deficit*’ 
district, and not unoften such distin<*tions are made rather arbitrarily and 
by referring txi antiquated reconis. Here is a matter where the district 
advist)ry bodies, if set up, can be consulted with advantage, as they alone 
should be in a position to understand th(‘ actual position in the district. 
Then again tliere may be certain grievances special to the districts and the 
best method to deal with the ^ame should be thnmgh the district advisory 
body. 

Sir, as I have already said, the sujireine need of the h(»ur is (hat the 
Government measures must inspire public confidence. There must not be 
any dislocation in the normal economic life by supplanting jirivate traders 
altogether. While “bla<'k markets” must be penalised with a strong hand 
and hoarding prevented, there is no reason why imiiediraents should be 
put in the way of all legitimate trade and eominerce. Addressing the 
second meeting of the Central Food Advisory Council the other day, the 
Hon’ble Mr. N. R. Sarker summed up Government p<dicy as “respiration 
of public confidence and confidence in normal trading.” He stated that 
all normal instruments of trading will be utilist^l to the greatest possible 
extent and will be re-established where necessary. How far have we in 
Bengal tried to keep up with the outlines of this policy? I think the best 
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way of implementing this policy is to associate the trading interests with 
the formulation of food policy in Bengal through a Central Advisory 
Council. 

Sir, I have so far confined myself to the machinery of food control. 
As regards the wider policy of “Grow More Food, Fodder and Vegetables,” 
I find that this campaign has so far yielded no appreciable results. It 
has practically failed, for the very simple reason that the raiyat was 
offered no inducement in the shape of a fair and reasonable price for his 
crops. Then again there had been a lack of co-ordination between districts 
and the different departments of the Government which unfortunately 
pulled in different directions. Something must be done to have a more 
intelligent policy with an eye towards co-ordination and planning. 

Then, Sir, as regards the general food position in Bengal, we know that 
ours had always been a deficit j)rovince so far as sn])ply of rice was 
concerned. This problem was accentuated when Burma and Siam fell into 
the hands of the Japanese. Fp till now, Sir, no tangible step.s seem to 
have been taken to cover up this deficiency. On the other hand, our 
Government have, with perfect equanimity, allowed exjmrts of rice to be 
made to Ceylon and other countries. Now. Sir, we are witnessing that the 
neighbouring provinces of Bihar and Orissa have put embargoes on all 
movements of essential commodities from within their boundaries. That 
has put Bengiil further on the disadvantage, as we are, on the one hand, 
losing import from other neighbouring provinces while, on the other, 
allowing almost unrestricted exports of foodstuffs not only to other 
provinces but even outside India. This is a dung-erous jiosition which must 
be set right at the earliest opportunity, if necessary with the assistance of 
the Goveniment of India, 

Mft DAVID NENDRY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I think that this 
debate would have been a very much better debate if it had been opened 
with a statement from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Food Department 
The debate has been left a good deal in the air by rea.son of the fact that 
w’e have no statement to work upon and that probably also accounted for the 
comparative lack of interest which was showui in this debate yesterday when 
there was hardly a full quorum left in the House. An opening statement 
would have focussed the debate as was done on the same subject in the 
Central Assembly the other day, and Government are certainly open to 
serious criticism because they did not follow that praiseworthy device here. 

In considering this very important question. Sir, three important things 
must be admitted. One is that Government have had to face an immense 
problem common to all provinces and one from which all provinces have 
suffered to a greater or less extent. Secondly, as regards imported commo- 
dities such as wheat, d<i/ and, to a lesser extent, sugar the Bengal Govern- 
ment has been dependent ujiun the policies adopted in other provinces and 
also upon the policy adopteil by the Central Government in, so far as their 
direction and co-ordination of supplies have been concerned. We know 
that various provinces have followed tkeir own lines. They have placed 
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Miibargt>68 upon exports of their own particular commodities which haTe 
made it impossible for this province to obtain its supplies as normally it 
would. That lack of co-ordination amoiifrat, and the adoption of different 
policies by, the various provinces are qxiite beyond the t'ontrol of this 
province, and the effort to control the prices of foodstuffs in the face of 
dwindlin^^ and vanishing supplies has been one which has been practically 
impossible. Thirdly, the Bengal Government (although in this it is not 
free from blaine) has been faced with the proposition of building up a large 
food department while at the same time coping with an urgent emergency 
situation. 

While therefore we must admit that, for imported commodities, acute 
local shortage and abnormal prices have been largely due to factors beyond 
the control o? the Bengal (ioverninent, so far as the nu^st essential commo- 
dity, rice, is concerned, this is a problem w'hich is entirely a domestic matter 
w’hich we have to settle ourselves. In normal times (here is a very small 
margin between imports of rice into Bengal from Burma and exports of rice 
to other provinces from Bengal. Last year. Sir, Bengal had a very goml rice / 
crop indeed: this year it has not. But with the carry-over from last year’s 
crop the actual sliortagc of ncc in this province must he very small indeed. 
(Dr. Nalin.\ksha Sa.vial: (Question!) I do not think that is open to 
question. Another fact(»r which has been quoted is the loss of stocks of 
rice in Midnapore due to the cyclone and the loss of the actual growing 
crop itself. TIu'm* wer(‘ undoubtedly very serious local factors hut it is very 
doubtful whether on the w lode they have affected the f(M)d position or the 
nee })osition in licngal as a whole to a very stuious extent. 

The other fa< tors which li.ive been (|uoted as bringing about the yireseiit 
acute shortage of ncc in liengal are export to other provinces and (Vylon 
and con.suniption by the iniliturv. The.se again nuist form an infinitesimal 
percentage ol the total ncc sUjiply of Bengal and the conclusion which one is 
driven to is that then* i.s no real shortage of rice in Bengal such as to justify 
the fantastic jinces we have .seen in the last few* months. The yiresent 
situation ha.s been brought about entirely by the anti-social elenieuls which 
we call hoarders and Hpe< ulators. (Rai IIuik.nuka Nath (’iiaudih hi : 
And (jovernmeiit ot India buying.) (jovernment of India buying I have 
alreatly covered in exjiorts to other provinces. The difficulty which has fai ed 
the ordinary consumer in olituiiiing his supplies and the excessive j>rices 
which be has hud to pay for them have, I maintain, been <lue almost exclu- 
sively to the operation of speculators and hoarders and the chief criticism 
which we have against Government in thi.s matter is their failure to deal 
with these anti-social elements. In December last the situation got almost I 
completely out of hand and the Government’s only action up to the Ifiih of 
that mouth was to issue a communique which, after stating that the situa- 
tion was not waiTante<l by the stock jiosition or expectations of new crop 
or export from the province and so on, admitted that the abnormal high 
prices were due to the operations of hoarders and speculators. But instead 
of outlining any action which they proposed to take against these anti- 
social elements they wound up in their famous phrase by warning these people 
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that they miffht burn their fingers. Here, Sir, we have the most undesirable 
anti-social elements turning their attention to the food-grains of the 
people and creating a fatka market with all the disadvantages and grave risk 
involved, and all that the Government do in this state of acute distress is to 
warn these people that they might bum their fingers. In Russia and in the 
Axis-controlled countries these anti-social elements suffer the extreme 
penalty; in England the penalty is flogging and 14 years' penal servitude. 
In Bengal it is a kindly warning that they might burn their fingers. 

Sir, a week or so after the publication of the first communique Government 
announced its decision to ban export from the Rajshahi Division as the first 
step in the campaign against speculators. In our opinion that campaign never 
offered any prospect of success whatsoever. It only tended to encourage 
the speculators and we see the result today. Government did try, we under- 
stand, to secure the co-operation of the trade in securing a free flow of 
supply and distribution, but surely this does not mean that Government 
should refrain from dealing and dealing drahti(ally vith the black sheep 
in the trade or submit to the blackmail (d speculative elements. Their 
failure to deal ^\ith these harmful individuaU is, we think, a shirking of 
the responsibility of Government itself. 

The Ilon’ble (^hief Minister in bis budget s]H‘ech a few days ago said that 
the struggle for contnd of supplies of rice at fair prices was still continuing 
and that success dejiended upon the realisation by all concerned from the 
cultivator to the consumer that Government mean business and is deter- 
mined to stop profiteering. Well, Sir, I ask you what have the Government 
done to show that they mean business or to stoj) i>rofiteering. So far as we 
have been able to see they have done nothing. Statements of this ty])e also 
are worse than useless. They only encourage speculators and hoarders to 
continue and (‘xtend their operations. 

We hear also from all sides that the agents appointed by (io\ eminent to 
purchase supplies in the various surplus district^ at fair prices have not 
been ui)le to do so. T(» assist those agents (i(»vernment have hanned exports 
from these surplus districts, but that too has been comjiletely ineffective 
and Government have been compelled to make purchases themselves through 
the Food Grains Purchaser. Well, Sir, do (ioveriiment intend to allow them- 
selves eternally to lu* frustrated by speculators and people against whom 
they should take the most drastic action ^ Sir, the Government of India 
tbemselve.s have already announced that tliey propose to requisition such 
hoarded stocks, and, in particular, stocks held by individuals who were 
not previously in the trade will be riHiuisitioued without any compensation 
whatsoever. Is it the intention of this Government to follow a similar line 
of action — that we should very much like to know? And if it is their 
intention, then we consider that they should publish it widely and as quickly 
as possible, 

A very important part of this problem. Sir, is undoubtedly caused by the 
fear of shortage among cultivators, consumers and everybody in this province 
— a fear which is cuused by false rumours and lack of public confidence 
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more tlian by actual lack of supplies. Wbat have the OoTernment done to 
dispel that fearP What propaganda have they carried out to restore public 
confidence and explain the real situation? That we should like to know 
and we do know that they have d<me very little or nothing, but we should 
like to know what their intentions are in this respect. 

Sir, our second main criticism of the policy of Government relates to the 
organisation for controlling food supplies and prices. We appreciate that 
this is one of the most difficult of problems, one of the problems which has 
caused great trouble to practically every country in tlie world today. But 
surely in this province in creating u large organisation to deal witli supplies 
and distribution it is essential that people wlm understand tlie business 
should be incorpt»ruted in the department so eoiicerned. Again, why has 
there been siVdi delay in setting up the department which they now possess? 
Many months before Bengal took any action Bombay liad already taken 
steps to set up a I)irectt>rat(* of Supply and to make preliminary arrange- 
nients for rationing. Here tlu* «|Uestion of rulioniiig is cmly now being con- 
sidered; wlietber it will be possible or advisable still remains to lie seen, 
but the point is that the ([uestion is only being crinsiib'red now wlien things 
have reached a jmrloiis state. In Bombay — I must say that I bold no brief 
for Bombay and (liey are fond of blowing tlieir own trumpet --th(‘v have set 
up food store.H whicli an* uorking effectively ami their rationing schemes 
have already leaclied an advanced state of completion. The few^ controlled 
shoj)s whicli \\v have in ('alciittu and whicli have b»*en im‘ntioned trom time 
to time do not constitute a distributing system at all. They were set up 
for the pur[)(»se of providing relief to a few of the p(M>rer classes and tlie 
criticism wliicli is directed against tbe.se shops is mainly misdirected. The 
more serious criticism is that (iovernment have done pruetically nothing 
so far to set up an effective distributing system at all. So far as tho 
]»ersonnel <d the l)ire(’t(»rate is concerned, 1 have already indicated tliat we 
tliink that i)eo[)le who iind(‘rstand Supply and Distribution sliould liave been 
recruited in tlie department, ami in {lartieiilar, tb(»se w)io are aceuslomed to 
the distribution trade whicli is very coiiiplicateil and does reijuire expert 
handling for its effective working. 

Anotiier point which we would like to know' is whether financial e.onsi- 
derations are being allowed to hamper dealing witli this food problem. 
Government has staled on the one liaiid that if is nefe^sary to set uji a 
large organisation, but on the other hand in the biidgi*! we havi* just heard 
they provide only Us. lakh.s for this purpose, (Dii. Naimnak-siu Sanyai. 
Ils. oJil lakhs.) No. Gnly lakhs for tie* bwid organisation which 1 am 
discussing now. The od lakhs are for frujling advances. What expansion, 
for example, is proposed in the staff of inspecting officers? Government 
say “now that they control supplies they are in a position to enforce prices 
since offences can be punislied by witlidraw^al of supplies ami forfeiture of 
licences”. But how do Government propose to detect offences? The 
existing price control staff is obviously inadequate and Government has 
done nothing to secure public co-operation. It should be obvious that on 
the one hand Government must increase the number of inspecting officers 
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•Jid pay them adequately while on the other hand they must do something 
to secure the co-operation of local organisations in exposing price control 
offences. 

In this respect I would mention that in Britain where rationing has been 
in force for some time, the staff of the Food department is 37,000 for a 
population of about 45 millions whereas in Bengal the population is over 
60 millions. 

Evidently under the proposed scheme for controlled distribution the 
Distributing Trades Tribunal will select wholesale dealers, but retail 
tiealers will be selected by Government officers. What Government officers 
will do the selection? It is very wrong indeed to entrust such selection to 
lowl\-paid men. This must lead to abuses which are already taking place 
on a wide scale. From all sides one hears of shops selected to sell this 
commodity or that commodity which they do not understand and have never 
sold before. 

One further criticism which I would like to make within the time at my 
disposal is that there appears to be a great lack of co-ordination between the 
Directorate and the District Administrations. The District Officers are not 
kept adequately informed of the policy of the Directorate with the result 
that their actions are sometimes inconsistent wdth that policy. What steps 
are Government taking to ensure that the policy is know'ii to District Officers 
and it is carried out by them? 

Sir, before 1 close I w'ould like to raise one last point and that is in 
connection with air-raid emergencies. Experience has shown tliat some 
organisation is essential for ensuring that shops which are closed during air- 
raid emergencies are kept open or re-opened for the purpose of providing 
food for the people. We w’ould like to know finally what preparations 
(iovernment is making in this respect. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

(TO5 ^ ^ % ’n I 

0 l Motion 

“ This Assembly do take into consideration (Titaq 
^ i 

^ ^ ^Ri fro 

W ^ (?PTfP C^TRf ?trt^ ^ -aRTR ^ 

^ <tpn-^>rn i 

*nfTOiR, ^ i ^ 6 ^ >4^ 

^ (Rotop cm 

CTO m m ^ ( cries of, ‘hear, hear' ) 



1943.] SPECUL MOTION. 197 

#n (?r iJfefffw ^ti’W‘tnr ftw cnw orrt cf^r ft ^rf^snww “ Grow 

More Food ” propagand«9 ’R TlTSf food ycs^f (TTsft W^TIIC^ *tft^ 

f’ff? *t? 'wrfr^ vwffCSH ijfefftw ft»nr i ^»8^ ’ttof 

»ll>f'Pi?6 'sffi ft? cwtnr '3^ *p?lwR twfc* #11 c? 

JS8.3 ’ttCSR C^putfl' ftrwn W95JR TJ ’OT C’ftTOR (RWI 8R (R 

5r5«itft '5tr>R I c^if r? wfwwR s wrwr ntew ?t:sfR ’ir? ^ 

wtJicR? c?m S’ffrr t(TO 01 JCJRfjr »(l?piw^ 'rti; c>r nwi ^ »rc« 

fCffCS^ I >5? ’flR3 jfft ^;5TR cWlff fT '■eWt"R 
<5 cwTff ‘![:n, srtprcsR ^nr, ■sfo^t'pit'ftrs snr ; siralew ^1 ia*?i 

's '4’^ 4w itvR »nR 4 »;?r« ftrrs^ c'.ri:!?3 1 4^ ^'sr Prcff 4^ 

»lf?r»5lt(7R 'tftw I 

ft'Jffn:, ftc^TRl 3 W^‘f7^ — 3 fC3R few <,’n«lt3 ^9n W ft CT «M 

cwi’T ftsr, ^myzt cwR ertw? Pfnfjy 1 c^i "fcii 

cwR ^ fts? Ti % in 4=t; (Tf^ ^ wwfft wftrwTr snw ^ f'cs •fW ft, 
ei T5!itc^ <fo‘t'OT‘lR ^tfe iti:w5' ^-irwR ^tfe jrft wwrtTwft rni •lltw — 'll ?'w 
4w wfe^'ii c^tiT cwR tjRi tr*^^ cwn.5c?R ^1 (.>1^ ^fe epprw 

^ 6 ^ 1 :^ 47’R CWf'ITS ftf SJ’.R’f I WtTB^ 4? fe^' ftm Pi;,‘lR 

’m? : wWR iiK‘n (Tj =it:5!R ?fiR3^? ^ ^;5n ‘'.R‘l'':^C‘lR 

4l =<m ns7:« ^ 1 ■'-t«‘rnc‘l5? c’l -Ttfe wtr® ’tm »rTO« c’r^ 

#ife ’Tf^sTtc^ vft»5i 5R =11 5n ER, sn 5n cni ’Fc»=t 

4=t; (Tt Jivi:* zRi (TT 4 ^ 'WR 'SR tpM rcES 4^’ Jicn cwT=? ’[pi 

=n illwi I i 5 tm ^w ' ^.-i t cR -SR 4=if?i ?pr^ 3^8=1 ^R 4 ftvcu »r=im5 w=rfr^ ysin 
igfE?5 wtwtw (71^ =iift 5r!rt>nrc=f 4 =(Th 1 w=m wtR ’ft's feft 

‘Rrsrs fVg '*tTi7t =mr =n 1 (R3fu '-rs‘t'iTrc‘iR ^ iRi |=|ji =n sn cnfr 
#rfe^ 4 =ifR *tftBlft '5 wi R I c>^ #ffe&i ft 01 '-ns 4 = 1 ' c=r =IR 
!it« wi c^ =8rs^; 151 (TfSi RRd tR ; n wR c=iR 5=101 =8^ 1 ovjfR 
Cl C’fU ^rt% 'RRI W3R ^ CW=T TtOR CWR <0fr» JTI *8WR "iRl 
cwR ft=T ntiRcR ftcib»8a SRT c^ (7R ft I TWt: 8R f.'mt Sim w'fT! 
R ft ?(fe =508 

wtw =1471 ‘-fal'RC'Sl ^tfe !C5E CWR tj^ rationing :n WII I WH5 

T'JI' ^ft8lyj»io l R ’ift Sr =081 fwftnSi tscip c»35i n. at yifm 

demand and supply «f'5fl'linR TlCI CFC5 CTOT R, Ifs’tW (TfCR 

4 '34tft Rm ?i 01 ; 8ft »r*|5^ mw otfttcwR SR orti cosin s#, 

demand and supplyR SR ift CWtO control 01 RTT, CO 8 O OWO rationing 

ofte 01 R;w latr’csrs rtk 4 fton oiftwSi rih r i 

u 
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csh ^ (?f^ 

C*f^ ^ ?TBB price control ^ ?t W ^ I 

f^ym ? irtr3 ^ m i 

(TFrftn TO ftfz ^ csisn ^ c^ 

^ I 7CBB definite policy .4^; <4 ^rTt^f ffi- 

^rt?t TOlTOf ^1 Sir Jeremy Raitjman C^^sfU 'sfol^PfC^ (TT 

C?C1 (71 TOTC^ (7T^ (TFTO (7PR (7^1171 <4^ 

fro ^ITT, 4^ ^ 4^ dam create ITlTf ^ (TFta 

311^ c^FTOt^ wm ^ 3rt?i, ^«r"K k\z^ ^rrrs ^n^r c^ sri i c ' n t ^ t^ fr 
rationing 4^5^ 4^^f% C^TT^ C«1t^C'^ 

^ 4^^nt^ frlTi (Tj rationing THI, (?f rationing 3^ I (?f 

firoi ’TiTR c^r ^ toh" ; Tt^^t (F^, i tVi 

^JtOTf ifCTO? (TT rationing ^ I ^ (71 

TO5 ®CV1T — Clt^^, tS'I?, criminal fe^fT ^ ^TtfiPS ^’rs ^ | 

4^^ WFl rationing Bt? ^ l ^ (F f5Ft^r(7R ^ToT^ 'Hftr^ I 

f¥ c^TiTT (TT&i f^rSt^T 3rfir i »rc«F 3OT ^rtr^R i ^if^ 

CTO? ?TO %i ^ ^TO:?3;f 3n i '»? 4 ^ ^'s^'ot 

4^ price control ?1 TO f^«t ?TO? TOTOR TO TO (SIt’cst (TT^ TO (TT 
price control 4?s CTOl TOt? WFm, 4r^ "STTOCT TOTO (laughter) 

4TO(7r TOl price control TO r’^f Jfcw ncw (TO C'^R CTO) TOTO 
C^C5, TOTO IVt^^ ^3^ TO 3n TO I ’5’aR TOTO VT? 

TO 4?^ TO ^Ttf^ tTOR 1 4 ^oTO TO«T? 4f^ TO 4?^ 

3rf^ 3(t(7fsff TO TO BtatisticB cTO TO TO) ^ TO? C? 

4^ definite policy pursue ^\tc^ ?tr3 price TO^ TO^ CTO? TO ; 4?: #1) 
(TTO f?R CiTOl TOTOt?^ '^Xt^TOrl? CBSi tor f? I ??t f?CTOl CTO) TOTO organise 
CTOTOR ( cries of “shame, shame” ) . \i)\ ?1 ^TTO fTOl C? 

?1 ttro f?#t TO TO?F^ TO ^ CTO) TOT? 4?: (TT fTOC? 
fTO«F cTO) TOT? TOtTTO . TPnn (7TO?C^R I ( A voice : 

tro’lR CTO !) 4^ 7’^ cron ?tTO 4?*s <5TC?? ^ I 4 ^ TOT’ITft RTO? I 

4? TO TO TO Rsf? 4 TOTIi C?^ C-sT^f I tfCTO^l TOTO TO 4^ 4^1 
theory 417) ^TTf^ I ^ ?<?,TO? C-sTfTO C^tTTO TO^5?C^ TO CTO 

W?17T? TOT? ?T^ I '5fo*t^C?C*iv# trC^T?F?l ?? C?C?^ 4^ theory 

CTOT? C? rationing4? tpTOR ?T^, 4^ supply ?CTO, ’^TO 4 ftrftc?? ^? 
rationing R? | ^ tpTO TO<C?^ y f gTfl? y^T CTOl CTO wheat4? 

tot? C?^, rice4? TOT? TO, CTO fwf?C?? TOT? TO I ^ tJTTOR % 4CW 
rationing ?! ?nn 4?^ ?l7r ^CW ?Tftc? export ?f?l | ^?T? 4?^ ^?TC^ f?aTO 

♦fTO? ¥?). OfcimR Tor c?^ toto ; TO^35?rt? ^?i yro? ?Rt? toto % ?i i 

c? ???TO ^ ?*«T, themy if’iT eiport4? tpTOR I TO ^ ?TO TO 6 ?TC?1 
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fwf »f#h m SJw, trcmt\ jfW ftctt- 

OT c*r4l m, ^ C*r4i:^ C? ratianing ^ C^fjjC*! K?T W! theory f > 
C¥t5f «ftrTO met^, ^l^ 

^4 C^ C^fsT 5% ^ ^ ¥irt 

^ ^ 0K<t W <?r rationing ^ ^ ftff firfipf 

ftn:?? Free Market>il throw ^npjj | Pinnel JftCTf ^4tl7r 

5f4i I a cTfTff <fm c«r8in v^ i 

Kt?:^ Free Market^ frr5f tT^ I ’TTO 

CSC^ C*^ T5 ^^Tryi fef^ (TFTGrC^ I rationing CVT^T 

^5^ TO firen^: fwf^ »rTci i cro^n ^*T5^i3f«T 

fwfr}' GT fM^>i 5irr*TO^ ^TTO yTr cTOf ^m?f. TO 

supply TOf : cwf cTOJtf>R ; ceT’jrf^ 'irtc'^t ^ 

^<^TO ? 'l IH > 1 «TO’ Vd I (?Fi:?Ttf>fCTO rationing ij i> 

-TO< ’ TO*1 %5H ’i"*!*!' *nfini fro (r 

^:TO >iY jJ iirsTT^f?^ TO^< o^r^rff^ cOt^ (ytTR i fVi iitar TOt^ ^f^«l^iRC‘1^ 

oi 5FTO tri TO I to To? (Tt ftvm cro ftiffrm 

TO I 3R1 il3T^T^ oTO c-y t c y c ii^' > < (R CTOtf^'(TO TO ^ TOR 

TOm (R JfTO'yf^ z C=TO hlack out 3f’^ rCTO? TOTO '4lR^5f%n!; 

hlaok out rr^ C^rC^ CTOTf^ltTO TOTO I CTOtf>R TOC! W? ♦tftTO- 
\5tTO TOm (R "5(^3: ^ RtR rationing TO1 7?r TO'K normally 

R CTO cTO C’PRtf>R TO^r^y TO TO TO TOC*! 

TO ^ITO TOfVI ? >*5 TOR I in ^ ^ ^ (TTTOR supply TO RCt¥ RTO 

to:^ To 3?r to’rt TO fro to, TOto ctocto 

CTOTf^CTO TOR CTO fro Ttocto ctoITOi to? ctorr to cTOtfro 

CR*"tn? (ROT 7R. TOT C^TtCTO TO ^1 fTO I *1111; new privilogtKl elatw (!TRR 

TO I 

TOTR7 f^TO^I Tvfl C^ I TOTO TOC? ^ R TO^Tl Z f^outh Africa 
CTO TO) New Castle cTO'Cj TOT ^ ; TO^P ^ CTO Sc^J ’rt:?Tl- 

(RTO Ftfirfro ^ I (?it *R C\ ^’R TOT ? 'JClf 

toS ^tfs ^f%R IR TO RtTO ^RtCTO< '41R TOr?T ^ RfSTTl 
^ Rl, 4^: IR CR?^ CTO CTO TOfR ’’ftOT CTZ, >TOR STOTR^t TO'ifl 
C4C^ TO? CR!^ Rf^nr CRRR R^TTR ^TOI tr^ll wR'^fftT CTOTCR '?tW RfPrpTt 
Rli fn? 5TTO Jri» TO RTOT TOfift ^ ^ItORI ’RTOR I R^IT TOTRl TO 
Tot R1 I 4? TOTR fV C^r 4ft'Q fw nature* 

otemei^ 5TO fR^ TO f TOR S^TOR T^< ftr^f TO TOCTOT ; 
TOJl Ft^TR TOT fV? (Tit TOT TO R<af cOl^ R1 RR T 

4 froCTO Rffiri R-»|5" -W^RTTOi to 4TO #n RRTTO (R tranaport 
TOOT TO5 Rft I ^ffiro RTO5 ^OT RR CR Traiwport, Ciril Supply 
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rm ; fVi vrm ^iipr 

tftUfPr^ Province OT ^ 5 ^ ^oVW^ T?t^ ^ 

^ 0^ q>€s I ^ ^ ^ 5tS5T ¥?n ^15^, 

C. P. ?1 ^tS«T ^ ^spTffl I 

' 3 <f 5 \ ^ r? T 32 , C. P. lii^; T 3 S ; i 5 ^ 

^a[WC*R C^ 5*^5 ^ 1 'ofc*f-sf tJT^lT^ r? C^ , ^ 

f%J ^ ^ I itC*f^ ?fGIt®^ nr ’3^f^ transport«i]^ 

nr ^ I ?t*5It? transportij^ 

c*fc*^ S<t?i '3tOT I ^hsWT^r^ ci]<ftr:ir ^art^ cmt^ 

^t'oTi ^«t^rTr^®fr?r i ?(? tof c^sft^ 
nr C? ^5t^ wagon c^fw ^ <4^ ^*«n 4^ 

finr ilOT c?R ^ step f^TTi cT!?t7 

4^ 'nm 7 3^ ^ I ■Jtrnr fei:?r (7r 4^ ci^trstir 

'jtoT? (?rt?:5T c^ ^Ttfe in n^iPrf? 4^ R?r ^ i 

41if^ ftf^ regional rationing ; 4^ 

tribunal C^tC?C^, ftf^ (Tf3^ I ’Bfvf^ ^srti^'5 4«ft7:^ fTI 

nr iit^ tv TTtn nr ^'sti c? nr 'artc-jf^r f?rrr??r^ 5 ^ 5 ^ 

4*r¥c> '5t^ S^OT GI rate fTT^ "nnTtr^ ^rw?r n 

I ^’C9T i</o-iio n f% c?i^ "^rt?:^? 

'*nw ftf^ ^nm cot ^rtfnn^i rrro, ’^«r"t'> 4Tf^ ^ rationing 

C^*t ^’C5T'3 *^3?] ^rtro I ^ cn^ 4 ^=rWT 4^?^ ^vfl 

?rOT at 4^ nr^ fVf^nr trStrf^ f^Ffci;^ 3 ^ 7 ^ nr 4 ^ n fy cnr rtn cOT^ 1 

^ 5 ^ 54 ^ 'BrT^rTcnr *ftft irc^ (Tt ^rnrt<fr^<^ 4^ ^rrcn^ cot^ 4*mr c^rr^^ 

Sftc^ I 4^*:^ ot <rt?^ 3:r#trnr 

ft^nr c^ ^ f^ ; 4n(^ ^Tcn '^ptot wn 

^ ^5OT I ^ c^ rt^ ^ ^C^T | 

popular Government tT^ 4 ^ ^ nPTm fTsrfs’TI 7’r3 I ^ TO nt fTrf% 

nr, nnj ’r-i^^ ^ Inr^cnr rtr^ ^rrcn^ Tpm (?rOT ot 3c^ (tt^ 

fOT^ 4 T 3 mr "srl nrf^rPr ^'n i 4 ^ ^ c^ 

^ I fVi ^ ^ tfc^rrt^ rnrc& nrs 3r^«iT?c'nr ^:TOi ot ^stcni 

people 8 Committee^ iTfCTjf ^rng firf^ I wJ'fT. C^Tt^^f 

4^s ^rtcnr f^r^ c^ ’^tvf'" 'Brrc^ mn? '^rotcn rti; c^ 

4^ c^ f%r5 OT I 

4^ (?Ttr3T ^ \5TTOr m^ntcnr ^;r?it<R ?pjt^ ^ffft i 

Or. QOilNDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK : ^m^Ocnr Wl?T C^TTOn 

^Vfc^ ^n nrm i cot^ tot 

c»rfnT c^ m ^lic^nr n? ^s^nry thti ^iTrmr 

rsfWf 'fW fi{«r ^ib\ 3T<ti ^ ^^8^ 3ftC«T^ If 1^51 1^ 
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^ ^ ^ 5tr?r^ ?rf^ ftf i f^pn c^ vij^ 

’31 trriT^S f^rr^ ^ 35ft^ i '«rtw wf 

eelf-8ufficient \ 5if?Tt?:5«T:»f >,1^ ;.0 ^rTT^nr IStV TV | 

ot rnrfe^i i ^fc;^ ^ rc?r1|^ 

br6 I 5Tt:?Tt^ ^^0 ^ i^*l tffi n 8 ^ ^ ^ «tC3? 1 

''pf vtn i Ff%iii ^ 3 ^ ^rtr'?itp»T?f?r 

r^?rti?5 I 5ft^i ^f%7n irrs' S^3 : 1 ^^[4 w- 

f^Ts , pfe !lff^4 4^4‘C^"< 'STHTS 4]^: C*tt 5« T|7T I Cn 

^smt? •itTKi Trrf7:*3 3trtrw4 i ^ 

r^Ci ^fiiirrf^i (?r5iTR >:?Hv-ho ^ftrsT 

-jTtrv I f^5f f^ ^-■sR! 1 

^‘1 ^ i]5T: ^-mr xK-‘^'4''tt?r ^^'■rotr=^ ’srfsijii 

1 <?i ^*-f ’4f*u ^ r?i ^ ■5TO5 1 cn^ f^rff^ 

'4G5 ^44t5T ^ WKWO ^‘•f *rt^ i ;^H.vf?f- 5 ffc|t^ %.ifi;f Diamond 

Harbour liasirhat subdivision 'spTTt^ ’^Tjrg | ?TOI 

^'5fpT 4>144ff district deficient 4TWfP district Helf-Hiiflicient JJ?r* =*rff4^f% 
surplus. Surplus district — ('hitta^^on^, Dinajjmr, Hirldiuin, liankura, Midnapur. 
Self-suflicient :-Kang])ur, Bogra. 24-!*arganaH. Delii lent -Noakhali. TipjK?ra, 
Dacca, Jalpaiguri. Hajsliahi, Nadia. Khulna, Howrah, Hcwighly, Mymensingh. 

C4tff c?Ttr4^ rtiz ^ ^r\t ftrBi 

fTfnr I ^ r^at ^?7S 

<(T^ rt^ I Shaw Wallace l>1&^ Irai^ JJ^T* 

Irani] 51^ I i] ^,K-dnd^mi ^T1?I 

dt?, r^Ttn? I Midnajion-i] 0^ ^PT denial 

policy Distrii-t Magistrate notice rir;T c^ T^'^lsCd^ surfilus 

^ dt'-rmpf cd*>5t^?ii ^dt^i ^dcd Gd^'jpra 

Ttrfpd rtTTj; ^ d':^ i 5Tfect IVf^ 

^jn 1 Ttd (?i rim dtf^^r m$d cdfem i 

Midnafiore district i}^ >Pd >ubdivision r^Ti C^Pt 

’Itff I C'ontai, Tamluk r^rj 4fd?n ^ ^’Ttlrpi 

TO I Denial policy ^firz T^TO dC9 TO ori^'fK r^rr dfra 

5f%?n TO 'TOTO 3rm I Jit srrrm^tfvi, 3^!r^ ^,-,rxJ 

square mile TO TOf^ Cd^T I of^dpi TOTPn '»Fryt3 fdTO TOl- 

TO I -^RTKr JPH *BfTdr^d nr ^ i 

TO TOBr Supply officer 'JrrfdCTO | Off^TOT^t^ ’ 3 TO cTO 

CTO4 dttcrfed ^1 3dT3 cron station r^C3 <SO rtTO d«f 

TO dTfipr ^froi Pf^T I IPf^ sulidivision 44 ^firTOST TOt4 CTOTOl 5t$CTO 
•y o t Cd ^ dT^'CTO I TO Tfrj 44t non-official (74 TO 
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relief I ^3 ^ I 

<^01^ 08I5 non-official OT 7[r5 fesT ^ OSjfl? Government 

UH^ rfi75 I 60i Government ^ ^ 

non-official OT ^fCS | 

^ 'ii^* ^Ttir STT c^Ttm Tmi ^ 

I *f^jt ? i ^ relief ^ 

^ ^ CTCU <t^OT C^tC^S relief ^ I 4^ 

farailyCS (?r^ C^ (Tf^THTT Government ^ C^TtC^ dole fpr?:^C5R 

’3t'S ^ ^ (y^ f'fc^ ><i\ 

fVr*PTt^ I 4^ ''5K’?|?I 'Sff^PT <flco& <7T -^C=i<r^ ^TKl I 

'9'3t7ti^ 71^1^ -i]?.* ifpr '-iPTt? tfpi 4^ Tr?r?3PT ^i 

1 I ^5t7t^ ^1 ^1 

^\^uu:^ I 4^ '^mpr «fpT btSr^ ^«!»pfT i ;.8-‘ppT'^f‘^ 

7^ (y^m 7CTO :5pri *fpT btS?T ^ 5 ?:^ ^ ^C3 ’trf^c^ ^ 1 Grf^^’t^r- 
btS^ <1tf^f?T ^1 I ^ ^frf^n 57f^- 

?pf<^asp? 'iJt7rc^ ^1 Ffer ’fta ^ i 

^ tv ^ ^C3 I ^ ^p/^:l'ifpT JTT^ 7^ 

VPr^CM flupiily Hhop i]^* eoojK^rative stores ^tVrt^ TPTTI I 3l71 7^C^ 

mz: fVt^?Tr? i:t7t^ fVt^ ^rji ^ \ 4^ ^^ptyi 

7^?ItP5 ^7pr ^®lt?rF 4^* I 7ft ^ 

(Tl ^’1 Tnj 5ffcr1|r.WC-|iT 

TfjfTfjI 1 back door <JT^ ^ ^ C^ I ^ 

non-official committee^TTpI enquiry ^ 75 ^TTT^ C^ C'^*! 

I ?5rf^ G. ^ I ^ 

vii^ 'amrPJ ^ ^ fVrgt7 c*^ 4^1: ^5 ^ ^5T5^- 

7C^ I 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for ten minntes.) 

(.4//er ati jttyniment .) 

Election of Speaker. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. I have just been 
offieiully informed by the ('hief Whip of the Government in your presence 
that the date of the elwtion of the Speaker has been changed from the 22nd 
to the 1st March. I want to record a strong pn)test on behalf of the Oppo- 
sition that this is a breach of the privilege of this House and a gross act of 
corruption to change the date. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Shahabuddin. all that I can tell you is 
that 1 have no official information. 
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Mr* Kt 8NANABUDOIN: What I am telling yoU — and you are my 
witness — is that the Government Chief Whip informetl me officially that 
the date of the election of the Speaker has been changed from the 22nd 
to Ist March. I want to record my protest that without reference to the 
Opposition after notifying the date of the election to change it to suit the 
convenience of Government and the Government nominee is outrageous, and 
I say it is an act of corruption. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have no official information. 

Special Motion. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Ih'puty Speaker, Sir, there i> no douht that 
the problem relating to the siij>plies of food-stiifis, such as rice, nita, sugar. 
et( . , and other necessities ot life, namely, coal, kerosem* oil and cloth, is 
a very difficult and com]>licated one f(»r the sim])le reason that there i^ an 
actual shortage of thes(* goials brought about by the war and the loss of 
Burma. 

Now, h‘t us answer a straightforward (jue.Htion — what is tlu' natuial 
result whtMi there is a shortage?' Brices must go up. What are we trying 
to (lo!" Forcibly — crinhdy and unintelligently — kt'ej) down pric(‘s. W'c* are 
attempting tf) do the impossible. If we put obstacles in the way and slop 
the natural flow of tb<‘se articles into the usual market, we must be prepared 
for an e.x])losion By liaH-measures we only aggravate the position and gu 
from bad to worse. We will ultimately bring about looting and rioting 
and find that no merchant will wast(* his time dealing in goods that will not 
pay him. Therefore, the w hob* situation which is of such vital imjiortance 
mu'^t be handled with great can*. It is not a (’ornmunal matter. It is a 
matter that crincerns the nation. It is usele.ss casting aspersions on the 
Government formed by the majority community. They have done tiieir best 
under difficult circumstances. They have acted as the fairy go<U 
mother to the poor by opening controlled shopH in Fiileutta. But this bus 
brought no relief to the middle classes nor solved the problem. 

I might relate a very interesting ca.se of a la<l who obtained a seer of 
sugar for six annas and when he found that there was no more sugar 
available and others were waiting, he sold his seer immediately for eight 
annas which was cheaper than what sugar w’as .selling at the uncontndled 
shops. Now, was he or was he not entitled to do what lie wanted with his 
quota ? 

In a matter like this we want the co-operation of every community and 
party as it is a national crisis and the best way to tackle the iiroblem is by 
an Advisory Committee by the l>est brains of the nation, and not by 
anv single community. Let us, therefore, unite and share the resjionsi* 
bility by forming a National Government. T>et us get the best men to 
serve Vis, irrespective of caste, colour or creed. e cannot afford to have 
incompetent men at the head of our affairs (Hear! Hear!) because they 
Wlong to any particular community and then suggest that drastic measures 
should be taken as they take in Germany and Russia. But the jKiirit is, w’ill 
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they ever be able to catch the culprits as they are sure to evade the law ! 
(Hear! hear!). We must overcome the difficulty by legitimate and clever 
means. We must have a Government that people will trust. Therefore 
why not have a united (government — a Government of the people — a 
National Government, a Government consisting of Hindus, Muslims and 
the British people? 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is very 
difficult to discuss the problem of food at this fag end of the day when the 
House is about to be adjourned. There is hardly any doubt that the food 
problem has become most acute. The position appears to l)e serious if 
examined from the point of view of the cost of living index of the working 
class people which has moved from 100 (the pre-war base) to 218 on the 
-list December, 1942. The average price of varieties of rice has increased 
by nearly 300 per cent, and that of alia by more than 200 per cent. 
(Du. Nalinaksha Sanyal: The price of niUx has increased by (KK) i)er cent.) 
I stand corrected. The price of coal has equally recorded an incr(‘ase of 
about 200 per cent. I mention these three items as I feel that these are the 
minimum (jvu vou of the food budget of the common people and should 

deserve the prior consideration of the Government in any scheme for a 
rational distribution of food supply. 

There is no doubt that whenever the Government has sought to impose 
price contred in respect of any commodity, it has led to chaos. The reason 
for it lies primarily in the fact that the Government always seeks t(* control 
pri<'es without obtaining control of the total sup])ly of the commodity. 
Brice control can become successful if it is ])receded by a complete contiol 
of the su])ply of the commodity. Price control has also been inqio.sed some- 
times on a commodity in its finished stage without contndling it in its 
unfinished stage. Thus the Government for .some time controlled the price 
of rice without controlling the price of paddy. 

In order to obtain control over the supjdy of various foodstuffs, the 
Government must first of all establish an Intelligence Bureau for compiling 
statistics of food production in various districts. This can be easily done 
tlirough union boards and ponchaijvts. Once the Government know the 
food supply in different parts of the jirovince they will cease to talk vaguely 
about surpluses or deficits and they will then be able to formulate their 
policies on ascertained data. 

On the available data it is clear that there will be deficit in food supply 
in the jiresent year. The Hon’b\e Commerce Member of the Government* of 
India has himself admitted that. The first rice forecast for 1942-4-1 which 
was j)repnred towards the end of September or the beginning of October, 
put the outturn of the au$ crop at 6C per cent, of the normal and that of 
the finmn crop at 78 per cent. Trade estimates do not put the average 
outturn at more than 50 per cent. The imperative need therefore is to 
increase the food supply at once. The “Grow More Food Campaign” has 
succeeded in some parts of India, notably Madras. But its success in Bengal 
ha.s been very doubtful. Its effect has been considerably nullified in Bengal 
on account of the action taken by the Government of Bengal, in encouraging 
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Increased acreag'e of jute area. TJie Goverument should also take steps to 
stop all exports of rice from Bengal, pending determination of the actual 
stock position through an intelligent and reliahle source and the probable 
demand within the province. I apj»reciiite the necessity of inter-provincial 
trade. But I must stress that the capacity of Bengal to ex|mrt rice can be 
correctly assessed only after a careful stock-taking. 

The Government has also failed t(» understand the problem of demand 
concerning foo'dstuffs. They do not p()ssess any correc't statistics regarding 
the actual demand for the different articles of food in the various part*i of 
the province. Nor have any stejis been taken t(* co-onlinate <lemand and 
supply b^* arranging facilities for transport of foodstuffs. Large purtdiases 
eitlier on behalf of Govtoninent organisations, Civil or Military, and private 
employers have often interfered in the past with the normal free ]day of 
demand and snjiply. The activities of all those purchasing agencies were 
absolutely unco-ordinated, and they often competed with each other and 
vith private consumers by concentrating at about the same time on ])arti- 
cular area or areas which might not he aide to sujiply all these rei|uirenu*nts. 
Tlie result has lioon an umlue rise in prices in tliese areas. But the (if»vein- 
meiit, I understand, is now taking s1t'j>s to see that all (ioxcrnmeiil 
jiurchascs arc effeeb'd through one central organisation in order to obviate 
sudden fluctuations in demand in particular areas, Ihit the Government 
must not forg(‘t that the distribution ot the foodstuffs sbtuild be tbrongli tin* 
normal channels of trade. 

Another sinister influence working on the demand side is the ti'iidcm v 
of hoarding. Whenever there is scarcity of comimMlitics il is a most eommon 
psychological experience that |»eople want to hoard gooils rather than money. 
Once hoarding of goods starts it leads to a vi<‘ious ( iiele. Any inenaise in 
food supply will be cancelled by hoarding and the witlidruvvul of commodities 
from (’ireiilatioii. The (iovernimuit must combat this psychological tendency 
hy law and by total purrba^i* of all available su[»i)lie.H acc'oinpanied by all- 
round rationing, if neicssary. 

I feel that the food problem has assumed most serious proportions. It 
must be tackled with speed and efficiency. If it is allowed to drift it may 
prove most menacing for the whole province. If an examination of the 
statistical positions reveals a shortage in the v<»lume of f(»odKtuft's available 
for public coiisuniption. there ean la* no way out hut rationing. 'I’here is no 
doubt that rationing wcmld require a gigantic jiersonnel <d’ efficient officials. 
But it is better to adopt if in time rather than allow a few rich jieople t(» 
monopolise the available f(»od supplies at the eost of the general public. 1 
must emphasise here that in any scheme of rationing, distribution of foiab 
stufFs should be effei ted through the usual and norma) (diannels of trade 
and lhat no ofEcial or seini-offu ial nuo'hinery should be tfllowed to oust 
private agencies. 

I must warn the House and the Government that the outUnik in res|>ect 
of the food situation is very gloomy. The Government must at once appoint 



SPECUL MOTION. 


[18 th Feb., 


a Oommittae of experts to advise it quickly to devise ways and means accord- 
ing to the lines 1 have already indicated. Unless the Government acts 
quickly and boldly we may soon experience food riots all over the province. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 rise to support 
the amendment moved by my esteemed friend Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan. 
The Government motion is laconic in the sense that it does not express itself 
either way. It simply says it takes into consideration the situation in the 
province relating to the supply and distribution of foodstuff," coal, kerosene 
oil and cloths. Sir, we have heard with rapt attention the fine exposition 
of these problems yesterday from Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan and others. Sir, I would take up one aspect of the queAion, the 
unprecedented strain that has been brought on the agricultural labourers 
of the province by this i)henoinenal rise in ])rices of food and other essential 
commodities of life. The census ligun*s have revealed that not less than 
do per cent, of the agricultural population in Bengal are landless lalnnirers. 
Nobody has yet expressed any concern for these unfortunate teeming millions 
of the land. Both the Government and other non-official institutions are 
anxious for Ihe industrial labourers. Their case is nobody's case. There 
are proposals for dearness allow'ance but the Government is iilind to the 
patent fact tliat these unfortunate victims of circumstance^ are starving for 
want of food and oilier necessaries of life. Their number is so large and 
their miseries so distressing that unless steps are taken in tinie to give them 
reli<'f the country will inevitably be b‘d to agrarian troubles and disturbances, 
the magnitude of which (‘an better be imagined than describ(‘d Kven 
among the landed cultivators more than 50 per cent of them have by now 
consumed their jiaddy and rice at their disjiosal because due to weather 
difficulties the outturn of last nnmn crop was very meagre. The price of 
foodstuff is rising by lea]>s and bounds. To add to the difficulties the 
Governmeut of Bengal have announced their decision of growing jute on 
(•ight annas land. This fatal stej) goes directly counter to the “Grow More 
Food” campaign of the Government of Bengal. The reply given by 
Mr. T. 1). Tyson, Secretary. Education. Health and Lands Department, on 
production oi food in the ('entral la‘gislature on the 17th February would, 
I feel, open the eyes of the present Ministry of Bengal. He said that “as 
a result of the ‘Grow More Food’ cuiiipaign, for the ‘kharif’ season 8,100,000 
acres of land had been brought under b»od crojis, about half of this area by 
transfer from cotton. In ‘kbarif’ season ‘1, (KM), 000 more tons of food has 
been produced than in the previous year. Provinces bad now been 
asked to undertake all-out production and to ensure that no desirable 
8(‘heme was omitted merely for lack of funds. The Central Government bad 
offered financial assistance for approved schemes. The post of Director of 
Agricultural PrcMluction had been created and be would advise the Provinces 
about their st^hemes’'. The Central Government has declared in no uncertain 
terms that they are ready to finance any desirable scheme of the Provincial 
Governmeut and has j>ereinptoiily asked the Provincial Governments not 
to omit any of their schemes for lack of funds. But my apprehension is that 
the other provinces will take advantage of this declaration of the Central 
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Oorernment but Bengal will go by default for want of any scheme* by the 
present Ministry. Tlie Government of Bengal always took their shelter 
under the plea that due to dittieulties in transport the essential foodstuffs 
could not l>e supplied but the recent declaration of the Transport Member 
Sir Edward Benthal that movements of foodstuffs would have priority will, 
I think, remove tho>e oft-cjuoted ditbculties. 

1 want to deal with the control policy of the (ioverninent. I under- 
stand that after the (‘leation of the post of Director of Civil Siipplies, district 
and subdivision sui)idy officers have been apj)ointed all over tlie province. 
On their a])pointments the situation has deteriorated more than before. The 
corruptions of various description have crejit in and have ])aralysed the w’hole 
system. The •people are getting no supplies but are being barassed and 
tortured, There is lui ]ilan or .scheme in the ciuitrol. Without looking into 
the stock and tiie ])rcvailing conditions the\ want to control prices but as 
soon as tliere is contnd all commodities disap]>ear from the opiui market and 
are heaped in the black market wbicb these Hupjdy (dH(M‘rs m'ver try to clieek 
or control lor reasons be>t known to them. In respect of kerosene oil, in my 
subdivision of Kisliorcganj, tlie system is that To per (amt of the kerosene 
tin were distributed on control basis through ]>erniits wliilc 25 per cent, of 
them were sold by the agmits of the Burma Oil Company and other 
companies to tlieir < uslomcrs. On the jdea ol 25 ]>er cent., tlnvse agents kept 
to themselves much more and their stocks wme nevt'r examined and now on 
I>ayment of a big sum foi war efforts their cpiota Itas been raised to 5(1 per 
cent, and licnct' priutically the contred has now become a farce Sir, I 
maintain that tb(‘ jMisition in the countryside, particularly that of the agri- 
cultural and landless ])opuIation is ver\ , very serious and unless steps arc 
taken I think the country will la* faced witli u revolution in no time. 

Mr CIA8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Deput\ Sjieaker, Sir, fpR 

House il '^tr.5TTb»n 

^ 1?^.^ ^ TP V|T^ 

^ ITl I 

fVi ^ ^ i 

<71 ^ 1 yvj 

?nr 4^: cn 4 

■fi? I 

4i PTHP Tf'S] 4^ ^ 3rc7, i 

iJptpft: (. 9 ^ >n?r% ^ 1 Jif?n cot 

C9m I (71^.^ vbo I cv3p i 

lOTnr ^C^rr 1 TOU* 4^*P logical conclui*ion4 C^<OT 

^ c^-ft (71^ -fP7 ^ I pBii- 

sft*^ <7^ fOT 4CP c^9t-c:n7Pi^ mfl 

W7^ 5f5 0 ^ 4p* fAr.w 4f.^ wp ^ts, 

4Pt C^fC5 I PH ^ Pf %P:5 I 
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^ 51^ Bt?l 

^iTfrj tft^ vbOI ‘^0 t^, ^t31 <ft^l5t^ (?rt^ ^1 

c^fm '*Tt^t=i ( 71 ^ TO w ?jT*fc>t 

BtS^r Ordinance ^ff-f 15 ^ j ^5 c^ 

^r.9F TOF ^ c«tr^ <ii^ c^ft^ 'ii^* 

’BTR^^^tlTP C^rf^tV (.*nf I l/t?! ^ ^ I 

03^ (7fmQf% OTTf^ 

5CTO ^irfsrs ^ ^nR5> i a 

5^5? 1^c?i ^r5 r« i]^: ’3ti?^ c^ Tf% 

’^’pc'Ts ^mi ^^3 I '3H^^ 
cij fttrnp^f (Hf^n 3i c^rc^ i 

BT^ (?T ^TTO TOT:^ (7T t^^nRpft deficient district I ’STSi]^ 

5 pvfi I suggestion cn ^ro‘'f"r-<‘^ 

fVr^ 1 

^ftrpR^ 1 c^^t C5h 

Tfe'i 5tc^ I ’fr C«fl.^ License HpJ ^ 

?Rn I iijt *ft^ deficit distric'tsi] 8 uj)])ly ^ I 

^TOJ ^57 license fwTT) ^ ^t^t? 

TPm i2nrf?ft-:5it#rOT rc3 1 

Mfi HARENORA NATH DOLUIS Mr. (‘hairmau. Sir, 

^ot-'5jr5 ^ 5Tt*mr«n^ tou (tt ' ^ r r^ r bw i 'strs 

^'3 53fI^TO^ 5fvfi 5^^ 5 f^ I ^I'rfriT^-t a r?i 'iTrtrr 

^8rfrrT^Tt<c^ ^ r?i ^1 

^t^B. ?jf??Kt ’3 ( 7 prp>r^ S^tFm s ^ 1 ■^iwr ^ 

^ ^itsrf^ s (Tmftr ^zrfefvf^ ^wm\- 

apTJ is’iTr ^ck^\ ^iiTjt^rm <trs7i 

^ w r’r3 (?rfN or c^vft^ c^ r^t ^ f% 

c^ (TFm TO sr;F 7 rt<rfR‘N a 5 Tr«f^ 3 

^ fro (?T TOT t 3 tc*^ ^ R^ ^55 ’ 3 ’^®'-^! ^ rTct^frc*^ 

CBTC’*f^ W^ (TTfR? C^ ilf^tc?! ^TtC^ ? ^ 5 fe^ITtTr ’^mPl f%5T 

fer (tftc? c? ( 7 T<tr 3 ^ tf^rstro ^ (Tftvmr ? 

'Q ^'f?r!^^ 5r?PTfirf^«f \ij^srtJi ^frlR^ r nr '^(.4^ ^Rp*f 

'^tcTO? (rtot fVi 3 t<to oi f% ttto 'spr^ ^ 

^1^51 fro^t tprew (ynu^ ^ r^r i 

(TTfr^^ C^Rt^ C??Tl^^ (TfTOTI 'STO 

•TNtsrJt ^ TOPtnF ft<n (yfK^ >Tt‘'MTO^« rst '?nR^ \ 
yfi r^r ^ i ^ 3 ? to ? ?rrft ^ TO>it? ^*TOTf^ yrr 

01 ^ Sitm TPPfrft'5tC‘f^3 C^ TOTT-f ^ I 
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W5pitirt?c®t4 ^ ^ w ¥Wif 

c? ^ cTOrc^ ^<n tot *ji? 

t3fi?T^ '^l^'3|^ii:^ (?rm i 

^rppiM^ I ^ ^spr^ ^rTtfVc|c^ i ^<n 

#3 ^ ^ I ^iff ft3Rr ^apTO<r c^ 

Q *if9^ 5t«ia»H fV !ffe:'5ttl5^ 5ir , 

?Tnr ^c^C5'? (M^ t5i <to«f^r3ic«fri 

?r^tft^ (.^ 5'4Jr»ll% vftii:^ ^ c^ti^n 

c^ ?^'5 ^7 <ltfe ^1 5ff%?n ’)"3f^ i?r 

^1 f^ tff^’ttf^ TOTU^ I C^?n ^CTS 

'3 ^ 5^773 ^7^1 VTrf®r.5d^ c'*tt^ 

^FTir I <ft^T, '3 ^TT?rr 3)577 

^2PP7 ^srfTTtft^R^ ^^<7 5JT7T1 tR 77Tf7 Tt^m ^77^3 

-^177^ R*{ ^8pf5f^ ^2^3 TTTTcT 7*^=7 Tff^ T^TfsTJ 

5r7 ?Tl f7fRF2> 3 f7;7??^5 I 

777^ TTrr^OT Tfos^ C77 C'^77>7t7 ^•pi!Jt\5r7 

^3rfk3 *^^"2: 75 I ?ITOPF c7r?T75 ^7: 2f?.’ilT '47C7 yti.^ 

3Ff7?t7 3771 ^'^IZ 5C7 C7 C71775 (?7R^ »f7r.*fT7 ^«r57r.7 <.*f»f77^ Vf 

-47: (71^ >rC5F C7^ TTn C^ y7T ^t*T7 ?5 3f7 to 7T7’FI 'TOTR 
7RI ;sr5^ I ^ Rvru 3rR^ i£7^ :rz^m '4? C7 7:Clt<H *47gt7 

^:^z^ ^-ti tR TOm Tfrf^ tsn-i ^srro^t to7 tot73 

^zz I 

03^ TOnrtt 7^71 C7P7T ^tfir TW cm ^f.Z 15t^ I 

Mauivi RAillBUDDIN TARAFDAR; ■•?Wl7 Tfrf? ! Tlt^rtTr tpj - 75717 
73rc« <^'27 ^a C'f:^ otttt? ^ti 7^.1; ri tprH 

C ^ f C T l ' ^ I TO 7R TOItr ’^?.^ f.7<7 vft^ 7tT:7 7] I C5??37 77< IT 'TOi 

71^ L'^UF ftft c^orR 347C7 5?rft swoti /s cm 1^5^75 Rir 

5^55 I ^ TOl <7F5 CTfC^CV^ C5 ^:77sr TT^Cf 7^77 7C7T JJ 73F5 oTtTT 

7T7<tf7 r5 R I 'arTf^ ?R3 C7 ’tS c^fTT^ ^ ^n <ij ?PR rcTO fV ti 

Jrc’»re I il?* 7V5 C7 <iJ=?F^ vg <4 ft C3F7^7 5> Uj 73n:f 

ftTI ^1 *RTOl ‘4i?l »entiment47 I 4 ft*nr6l TO TO 

47 tffrro 7^« o75f57l7 ^’fCJ 5X7 47: 475»t sr'fCJ 7C7 I ^’TTf C7ft 
?C7 C-sfr^ 47: ^3 TO c'JfC^ I ’’Tift ^ ^ 4^ 3Pfl 7^ I 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : Sir, if the Hoiue oontinaos to nit longer 
there is risk of our life due to possible air>raid. 

Dr. MALINAKSHA SANYAL : If the honourable member is afraid, he can go 
home. 
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Mr. CHAIRMAN (Kliwaji Sir UtziiiNiitfiii) : Order, order. 

Mauhfi RAdlBUDDIN TARAFDAR : ^ »i»rr f%f 

^ fror ^ Tdfc? i 

c’T^tt^ c^(?F <rt=T ^ irf^cf 

C^tC^Cf I ’•"57 ?i 1 

?Fnr«f Burma c^ (7PR ^ ^CUl 

5T5T (Tinn 1 Burma c^ (TPR ^ 

^ ^ ot^rrar 5Ttfrc?f ^rf vqic^i 

''gro''’ food” propaganda ^ ^1 VCTO 

^ (TT c^ o^m ik ^ ^sTuj 

(7T (TpO ^ I 'JiTTOf 7TM Burma 

rCTO, (7f^ 5t5T ■JTTPf ^ C^tr^ ^ VCTO, iJCT^lW 

'«ft Qin vcirc^, iWTT /« c>f<^ ^tft c^i: ^ 

CTfT? r?r ^ I .3^ :rc«fT m 3 ; -51 •^nf-f 1 

^C^=TC5^ 5Ttfl*< Cvf^ ^ c^f ilC>fC^. >m 4PiC^ 4?: Burma 

C«fr^9 ^ evacuees ^Z>^(3 \ Tsrtft ^ fV^ ^fsrTTT^f ?t*^] 

cvfii:^ (Ti TP cmf Ttfi'c^ C''t3 4 cm:?^ sr^ 

CTCT T1. TTrt c.tc?] fre^^"! c^nr^ c'm ^ 

'^l ^ m, 3rii:^Tr^oi Tt*^ c^ v’e^ jrrr vc? r/.p-^ 1 vr-^ici 

Tt>:TTrr CT3R TP CcTT^ 4rTC^ q'-T ^•jTTT Ttrv'C<"j R?T r/'ti:^ I 

^V'l VCTC5 4 T'^1 T^£ T) | 4‘< (t^ 

(7f ^l^t^ TTI CTt^ I 4®f^ T'^ll ])n('c f*ontrol Sfer 

Tta I C'tt^ 4^“ $rtrf5^ pri'-e control ^ I (Tnfr j^rice control 

4C*fC^ ^TtT^ 4 JCT “CTt^n I CTTT price control 

v T '^Rfr 4^ PT:^^ Of^T. ^^T^iIT CTC^ CTtCT 

TtTtT^t CTQTl fTTTI TTT^ 4TTf51 C'^ TIT. m, TTT, CTCTtf>R fw^VZ 
TfTCTT I (4^ TTT C^Pl -^WT TTT rCTO Tf^Tl T^^Jl Tire’S TtTi TCTT 

CTTTt^ttT TCTT '^CTT >fflRT T^IT Tfe VTT -^RCrtT TTIT *<ftTtT ^3 

^ TTT CTT) (TVI TCTT) 4CH(.^? TtTT'j '4TTt?t 8IGl T«f 

•TTT, frCTCPT I 4?'HrCT ^^ftrstlqfTi StT, TT^ ^TtT5^'3 CT t CTCp . 

CT^T CTtT Tt? I TtT ^3 P%T 4^ TTTl T^TT tpRtweTT 

'iri^fTV TtT CTI^ CTTC51 ^5TTr3 4TTT C^ Tft TT: TTTT TtTPTS frf^ TTfTTSC^ I 

4^ ^<TTtTi frcTPTi cTter ctjt 4T trf^sTTT fr? c^trft Tlei^r 

T^fStT CTtCTRIfT CT 4T CW^n CT^T TRJ caf^i TTT-^ CTTS CTT T) I Tr% ^fw- 

3TfTtn fTlrn S^i irTN-ivTk ttct trttt ct<^ ttct i ttt ptt 4^ 

WTT CTTMTlT TTtVCTTl mi CV?ItT TTt^ltft C^lTTS TTT Tffr^, ftRCT | 

Srtfl Ttfrcpf CnTTTT Pft C'fCT fTTTO fwUT CTT f TtT ’tfv ^ItCf CT^“ I 

ifCTT TrfTTffCT advance CT 5 T 3 TPt^ ^751 CT 3 P 1 PCPt^ 
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I ilifJT ^ l cry 

c^ c^trar few? tc? i ii? ii^fei i ?T:«ft? ?f?i ▼?¥ <ii?^ 

C? tiI?^T licence VC? ?t'Q?t? wfeftv ?f? ?t^^ 

4?? ?T??rfl C? i? ^Ttfec?**? C'Tftrsrfe ftlF? ?^C^ ?I?T V? I 4fe ^?nr 

5fC? ?f? ^iT^tTRI issue ?ni VT?1 stock (WC?G5 ^ C? 

C??fC5Tfe ?T3?T^ fVf^ f5tc*r?f ?t?T ??. ^ ^?C?t 

fM?? f?iR ^?i (Wire? I ?t5?tc'^ ?t?, ^T?*^ rcii vfc?, ^ 5 ?? 

w:^ f?cip$T? ?f% I 3 ?y ?cy? ?wc?t ?c? c?H?n i 
?Ff? c^?c^ — 

s ?fw vftcT 

C? (7^ C^? ?Tl?^ ?>|1^C? I 

Adjournment. 

Tilt* House was tlieii adjourned at T-do p.m. fill .‘145 p.m. on Friday, 
the 19lii l^e})ruary. IJMd, at the AsHeiii)>ly H»uise, (’uleutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
J9th February, 1943, at 3-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
7 Hon ’hie Ministers and 191 members. 

Questions and Answers. 

(llnsUirred (question So. 10 of the 17th February was called and ajrain 
held over.) 

(TTnstarred (juestion No. 11 was next called.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Before I bejrin putting supple- 
mentarv <juestions, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to draw your attention to 
one fiict. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will first take up toda\’s (juestions and 
then 1 will take \ip held-over (juestions of the ITtli and 18th Februar\ . 

(Starred (juestion No. 43 was then called.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, what al>out starred (jue^tions 
Nos. 41 and 4‘-^? These were held over from yesterday. These should he 
taken up first. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, 1 had arraiij^ed that 1 would 
take up the held-over (juestions <»! the ITth and ISth first and then I would 
take uj) the (juestions ot toda\ . Now I think it would he better to take Uj> 
today’s tjuestions first and then the held-over (juestions. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA SANYAL: We should start with the held-over 
(juestions first. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Don't you think, Sir, tlmt it is 
better to finish the old question.s first and then try to become up-to-date 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let us finish the (juestions of the 17th. 

(I'UsUirrcd question No. 11 was called ag^ain.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, before I 
ask supplementary questions with rejranl to unstarred question No. 11, I 
want to draw your attention to one omission. Here in the reply it is stated 
that the audit repiirt is kid on the library table. I asked for the audit 
report, but there is no audit report on the library table. I was given to 
understand that this extract from the statement is the audit report. I made 
an enquiry from your department, and 1 do not think that this can be called 
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ai» audit report. There must he some oinissiou somewhere. I asked for a 
statement and also for an audit rejx^rt. The statement has been furnished, 
but the audit report Kas not been {^'^iven, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; (IVintiuK out) This i> the audit retH>rt. 
For your convenience, it is added here. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Where is the audit report P There 
is IK) audit rejort. This is simply a statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tliis is what we have jrot lixmi (lovernment. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir. in m\ (jucstion 1 wanted an 
audit rejKirt. In the answer a statement has Wen made that the audit 
retKirt is jilacfd <ui the library table, but there is no audit re|M)rt on the 
library table. 1 want to know fix)m tlie (iovernment ^\h^•lher the audit 
rejHirt was submitted or not. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is the whole thln^^ This IS an (*\tra<‘t 
from the audit rejMirt. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not tin' \\h<de refHirt. Sir. tin' 

statement \ou leler to is a statement referred to in i<*|d.\ to clause iih ol 
([Uestion No 11. I am relenin^'' to aiiswcu' \iz. "An e.Nttaid of 

the audit repirt is laid on the hbrarv table.” This is a diflVient tiling*- 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mi l)e)>ut\ Speakto, Sn, iiia> I sim^e'^l 

that the uustaiied (juestioiis that were leit o\er pi(‘\iousl\ nia\ he taken up 
toda> 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The\ aie launy taken up loihpv, 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I could not (|Uite tidlou the 

li'Uioii ! a hie ineiiihei, 1 find the ()Uestiiin is to la\ .i M>p\ of tin* .iildit leport 
on iIh- lihMr\ talde loi ifie \e,ii JfKkS. M\ answer is. "an exirai’l ol the 
audit lejMtit is l.iid on the hbiai\ taide ” W'hal else? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; There is no <‘\lract of the audit 
rejiort 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: M lien a (jueslion like (hat is 
answered, the jirocedure is that it is laid on tin* lihrar\' table. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That Is not laid on the lihiary 
table. AVe have not received any extract from the ondit rejxirt. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: AVe uiii look int<i it. Hut if 

there is none. I have n<ithiii^»^ to d<». I’his is a matter of the Assemhl> 
Department. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not phn in;r any Idame on the 
Ilon’hle Ministei or on tin* l^ey^islat i\e Asseimdc Department, hut somethin//’ 
mu'*! have happened. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 wdi make an einjuiry. 

l.l 



214 QUESTIONS. [19th Feb., 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the meantime may I suggest 

that the question may be held over? 

(The question was held over.) 

Unstarred question No. 10. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: What is the position of question 
No. 10? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is held over. The Nawab Bahadur is 
very seriously ill. He has got serious trouble in his teeth. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Proposed Dacca Medical Coll^. 

•41. Dr. ABDUL MDTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Government Deixirtment be 
pleased to state when the oi)ening of the Dacca Medical College will take 
plare? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu); 

The projM^sal for tlie e^tablislnnent of a Medieval (Villege at Ikicca is still 
under the considernt ion of Government and no decision has as yet been 
rejiidied in the matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
stute when the Government are expecting to come to a decision in the 
matter? 

Tha Hon’blo Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: It is extremely difficult 
to s<iy that in view of the various difficulties which have arisen in 
conseiiuence of the war. First of all. site Ims got to be selected. Secondly, 
arrangements, f<»r buildings have got to be made, which is practically an 
impossibility at the present emergency. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
state whether steps have been taken to remove these difficulties? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Steps are being taken to 
meet these difficulties. The latest effort was that a conference was arranged 
between the Government and the Vice-Chancellor of the Dacca University 
which was to take place in the beginning of this month, but unfortunately 
the disturbances in connection with the University have held back the 
conference, because the Vice-Chancellor could not come and join the 
conference. 

Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount already raised for the purpose? 
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Th6 Hoil*bl0 Mr. 8AHT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am not in a position 
to tell you that. 


Unstarred question No. 12. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I dra w your attention, Sir, to 
unstarred question No. ]l^ re^»’ar(linjr shortage of small coins It may be 
directed either to the Hon'hle Chiet Mini'^ter or the Jloirhle Finance 
Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is a (Vntral subject. However. 1 will 
look into it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It it is a (Vnti'al Mibject. it will ('ome 
under the Home Depint ment whuh is the cluinnel ot <*oimniiiiuMl ion tor any 
matter tlnit the (Tovernment ot Hen>ral ma\ seek re()reseiit. The losilion 
appears to be rather anomahms. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: ttn a |H)int oi informiition, Sir. Is 
the unstarred question No. 12 held over^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes 

<The <|U(‘sii<jii wa-' held over.) 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Giving effect to the recommendations of Rent Reduction Committee and of 
Land Revenue Commieeion. 

13. Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAiL: (o) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
char^^e ot the Kevenue Department be ple<ise<l to .state whether (tovernment 
contempbite to jrive effect to — 

(i) the recommendations of rent retluctioii Enquiry (bmmiitee; and 

(li) the Land Revenue ( ommission and the suggestion of the Special 
Officer thereon P 

(h) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state when it is to be 
given effect toP 

MINISTER in charga of th# REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha Han«bla 

Mr. Pramatha Nath Banarjaa): (o}(t) The Committee have not yet sub- 
mitted their report. 

(li) Vnder consideration of Government. 

lb) Does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer will 

the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Committee sat last? 
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The H0fi*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have been told 
thtfit ihe (Amimiiiee did not sit for <|iiite a lon^ time in view of the fact that 
there had been a nuinher of deaths of members of the Committee and that 
the V4ieaneies eaused therel>y had not been filled up. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hou^ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether tl»e number of deaths had ])een such that there could be no 
([uorum of tlie Committee y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: The names of the 
inemliers of the (.'ommittee ap|X)inted under Resolution No. 14972 L.R., 
dated tiie 2!tth duly, 19dS, are as tollows : — 

(1) (diairmau, e.r-offino — Member, Hoard of Revenue. 

Members. 

(2) Mr. Kadir Baksh, 

(-1) Klian Haloulur Xazirud<lin Ahmad, m.l.c. 

(d) Maiilvi Ab(iul R a? i, u.L. V 

(•’)) Mr Muhammail Alulul labbar I’aluaii. M i,.a. 

(tl) Maulvi Mutizuddin Chaiidliuix, M i (nf Balui^rbat). 

(7) Mr Aftal) IIo^^aln ddardar, 

(S) Kiiaii Bahadur MauUi dalaluddin Ahmad. 

(ft) .MauUi Alxhil Wahal) Khan. M i.. \ 

(HI) Mi, I jietidia \ath Kdbar. M.l 
(ID Mt 1‘atiiam Boy, M.l, v. 

I 12) Mi. d’ N. Ba''U. M I \ 

(Id) Maliaraj Kumai t'da\ ('hand Malilab, m i, \. 

(M) Mr llan|tada ( ’hat(()|)adh) a\ a. Ml \. 

(lo) .Mi. Ba>ik Lai Biswas, 

(Ill) Bai Ilaremira Nalh Chamthurv . M.l \. 

I IT) .Mi (i .Mdigan, ( .i i m.i. \ 

(iSi 'riir DiMMtor oi Land Bei unU and SurvrVN, Bfii^al. cx-oijicut, wlio 
will also a( 1 as Sei rt‘1ar\ to tin* ('ommitl«*e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will t)o lion bl(* Minister be jilea^ed 
to staU‘ liow’ man\ <d the>e memlnuN hav<' died and whether the (ioveiiiment 
an‘ await in^^ further <l(‘alh^y 

Tho Hon’bl6 Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE. With reference to 

the iir.st part ol m> lumourable triend’s ipiestion, the numl>er of deaths can 
W i’ounted fis>m ainon^sj the imunbeis ol llie two Houses of the Leyishtture. 

With le^mrd to the second part, the ( ommittt'e was appointed in duly, 
]9dS. and our predecessors were in otbce trom 29th duly. 19d8, to 17th 
Hecemln'r, 1941. Therefore, this (loveinment (annot l>e imputed with the 
suj^^estlon made in tlie so» ond ]mit of the question of the honourable 
member. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; (To\ernment i.s a continuity. 



1943 .] 


OFESTIONS. 


217 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state whether Uie pre>(*nt (h)veinnieiit whirh raine into otliee in Demnher, 
1941 , did make any attempt to ap}>oint meinheis in the vai^inoies faiKscHl hy 
the deiiths of ineuihersr 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: So tu ns I urn 

aware this wa^ a ('oiuinittee ol the lloii'^e and the pie^tMil l^e^enue Minister 
iv not even a inemhor ot the ('oniinittee. 

,Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the iion'hle Minister he 
to state if the (jovorinneni are <MHisiderin^'- the desirahihl\ ol dissolvin^^ the 
Committee in view oi the ‘^^lh^e(|nent d<‘\eloj»nients. nann'l\ , a \er\ exten- 
."ive entpiiry hy the Land Kevenne Coniniis>ioii and the sirps wliich the 
(lovernment have h(*en c on‘'iderin}; to take t<dlo\\in^" that Conimi‘^''ion's 
leport y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE; I am ^laieinl tor 

tiie sujT'rest ion made hy tfu* honouratde inemlaM Thi" da\ I sent lot the 
Dnector <d I/and Leeord'- and I ha\e he<‘n told that it will la* possible foi 
tills ('oinmittee to finish its within the im‘.\ 1 three or four moritlis If 

nothin^*- hapfieiis then (loveriiment will <cr1ainl> roiisider the su^r^i.slion 
made h\ tlu^ honouiahle niemhei 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion'hle Minister he pleas<M] 
to slate it the (io\ernmen( is eonsuhirin^r the desiralolit \ ot havni}^ a 
tin thiM slim ot mone\ >peiii on this Coniimti(*e h\ allow in^^ th(*m a hmsi* <d 
Jile for aiioih(‘t three or loin month- or whether <io\ertiment are thinkiniJ!* 
ol Taking up tile hiiKider «jm‘siioii whah ha- been ah»‘adv em|Uired into by 
the I>iind J{e\eniie ( 'omtni--ion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: ( eiiamlv I shall 

iiear in mind the -uj^^l^-e-t khi ma«le )i\ the li<»ii4»ui'ald<‘ memlter. I iiave t<» 
ctinsider the le^ralitv <d the ,-tep jnopo-ed a- to whethei the (io\einmenl is 
in a }K)-ition to di— oKe the Coinnuttee. 

Maulvj MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In \iew <d th(> answer ^dven hy the 
Hon'hle Mini-ter that the Committee will meet and fiiiisli its laiHiurs witliin 
the next thrcn* or tour month-, and in view of the fait lliai the Csnrimilt<*e 
can meet, will tlie Hon'lde ^^i^n-teI he jdeased to -kite if the (iovernmeiil 
made any effort !<» see that the C<»mmittee mi^^ht meet after their assiinijit ion 
of office y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Attempts were 
made hy the Secretary of tlie (’oriiiiiitlee to <d)tairi su;r^;esl ions in writing 
from the meinhers of the Committee, Imt tliey have not heen successful. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAIL: Is the Hon'lde Minister aware tlmt 
this Committee was not apfKunled hy tint* House, hut it was a (kimmittee 
appoiiiteil by the Government of Henjr.d — the Hon’lde Kevenue Minister 
him.self y 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: 1 am not sure. 
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Dr NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It was not a Committee appointed by 
this House. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Chairman of 

the Committee is not the Revenue Minister, but the Member, Board of 
Revenue. I shall, however, make an enquiry. I shall try to obtain its 
report if pos.sible. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: AVith reference to answer («)(/!), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be j)le4i.se(l to state what are the difficulties that stand 
in the wav of (jovernmenl jrivinp effect to the recommendations of the 
Land Ite\emie (commission, in view of the fact that the report of the 
(’omm lesion toy-etlier with the report of tlie Special Officey appointed by 
(l<»vernment was discussed Inith in tliN House as well as in the Council!" 

The Hon’bte Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is m.t possible 
for me to ^i'e a prsiper account of the difficulties tliat stand in the way of 
(lovernmenl in answer to a shoit supplement. iiy question, but at the time 
of the lluf|;»<‘t discussion on this |>oint. I will suicl\ }.>ivc mv reasons. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawert were given) 

Cleaning surface shelters in Calcutta. 

•43. Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Will the Ilon'ble Minister in (haiirc 

of the ('ivil Defence Co-ordination ( Public Health and Loi al Self-(Toveriiment ) 
Department be ])leased to state whether it is a fu( t — 

(/) that a numl)er of swee|MM’s were recentlx ap}M)niled by the (’alcutta 
CoriKxration to (dean the surfa<*e shelters in (’alcutta; and 

(ij) that, in sj>ite of the ap|M>iiitmeiit of these sweejKOs, the majority of 
the surface shelters have (‘oiitinued to be in a filthy condition? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmatne, will the llnirhle Minister 
l)e pleiLsed to state what steps, if any, do the (iovornment projxise to take 
to ensure that the surface shelters are j>r()i>erly cleaned and kej>t in a satis- 
factory condition? 

Thf Hon’blo Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: {a) ii) Yes. 

(ii) It is true that many are found in a dirty condition but this is by no 
means true of the majority. 

(h) Each Post Warden of the A.R.P. AYardens’ Service is being fumi8be<l 
with a list of the shelters in his jurisdiction s|)ecifving the shelters allotted 
to each sweej^'r and showing the name and designation of the Corporation 
Officer who is responsible for conservancy in the area and to whom report 
should be made if shelters are not regularly cleaned. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether these lists of shelters have actually been furnished to the A.R.P. 
Wardens P 
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Tht lfM'bto Mr. BANTOtH KUMAR BAtUi In ftome caaes they have 
been funjashed and they are atill in the process of being* furnished to others. 

Mr. A» F. STARK: Will the IIon*ble Minister l>e pleased to state 
whether the Wardens are to supervise the cleaning of the.se shelters and will 
the sweepers be under the orders of the Wardens P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I don't thinh I go 
ao far as to place the Corporation sweepers under the Wardens, but so far 
as the other part of tlie (jiio^tum is coiirerned. the Post Wardens may be 
instructed to supervise the cleaning of shelters. 

Mr, Mi A, H. I8PAHANI: Will the TIon’hle Minister ]>e phvised t 4 > 
state, with reference to answer whether it i^; Iwiseil on his experience 

or the rep<jrts recei^ed by liiin? 

The Hoffi'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So iar as the dirty 

condition is concerned, I have not got such experieiK'e as my honoinvilde 
friend may claim to have. Put T have received report.s and also in some 
<‘ases 1 have seen the dirt\ conditioth 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ^ 4^^ 

I ^ fV 

shelter^] ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I think so, and that is 

exactly why these shelters are put up. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the llon'lde Minister be pleased to 
state \\hat is the (sindition of the slit tremhes at luesent P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The slit trenches are 

there waiting to receive jxsiple in case of air raids. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state if these slit trenches are generally filled with water, with 
the result that they c4Ui.‘-e 4i g-reat d«il of muHiinceP 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That difficulty wa.s 
experienced during the nion.scwn. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
as a result of water getting accumulated in these slit trenches, mosquitoes 
are breil there? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BABU: These questions were 
raised during the last session of the Legislature and Government admitte<] 
that some of these slit trenche.s luid been the breeding ground of mosquitoes. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the 
Wardens have instructions to remove beggars from the shelters? 

Tbo Hon’Mo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Wardens can certainly 
be instructed to do that, but the most effective way to do that would be to 
set up a Beggars’ Home which the Government is at present considering. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
plea.scd U) Hkite wliat steps Government propose to tiike in order to remove 
this iiK'onvenieiife due to water-lof,^gin^^ in slit trenches? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: G< )vernmeut will toke up 
that (j nest ion when the problem will liNilly l)ecs)me a live one. But we hope 
in llie meantime victory will be achieved, mid theie will be no necessity for 
using these slit trenches during the mons<x>n. 

Removal of beggars from Caloutta. 

• 44 . Mr, J. H, 8PELLER: in) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and l/ocal Self-firovernment Department be pleased to 
state — 

//) when do (lovernment projKise to introduce the necessary legislation 
for the collection and removal of beggars fi*om ('abritta or, 
alternatively, to issue an order under the Di'fence of India Hule^; 
and 

in) when is it exjiected that the begg-ars’ <amp at Mahalandi, Mui'shid 
abad ilistrict, will be completed and ready for (s-cupation? 

ih) Will the Hon’bb‘ ^linister lie pleased to state — 

* I/) whether the hitichn huts ami buildings, \\ Inch (ioNcinment decided 

to erei t until bricks \\ere available, have been C(im])leted and aie 
leadv joi occupation ; and 

(\\) whetloT It is |>ossible to erect a tempoiaiv retaining feme until 
bricks are available lor a cornjiound walli^ 

(c) Is it a fact that managers ami other staff iiave been a]r])ointed for tire 
beggars' camp? 

{<1) If the answer to <c) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
1k‘ pb'ased to state — 

(/) wbeii were thev appointed; 

(//) whut are they being paid; and 

[fit) how are they at presmit Inung employed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; (^ 7 ) u) During the current 
session of this House. 

iii) By the end of May. 

(/) No. 

{it) No; bri('ks are already ladirg inanufac tured and the building of the 
puvca wall is not expected to take any longer now than would the 4‘onstruc- 
tion of a temporary retaining fence for w’hich materials will have to be 
collected anew. 

(c) The Controller and 6 managers have Wn appointed and a few appoint- 
ments have also l)een made to clerical and menial jxrsts. 

(4) (i) and (iO A statement is laid on the Library Table. 
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(Hi) Two manaprers are in MiirshulaWd distrii t walohinp: the proprress of 
const ruction, and the remainder of the staff is enp:aj?ed in fcninnlatiiip: 
pro|K>sa]s for the multifarious matters wliirli require to Ih' determineil prepa- 
ratory to the inaujjui at ion of any sutdi seheme, e.jjf.. pie]»ariiip: estimates 
ot the scale and cost ol pro\ ision (»t total, chtthin^ and iH|UipmcMt, and 
aiTan.c’inp' for theii purchase; framin^^ rules of luana^MOiumt and discipline, 
and arranging- details of internal administration; aUtt io anan^in^ tmnporaiy 
accommodation in ('alcutta for appioximate!\ l.tKM) lM*^*-i:ars ja'iidnij*: comple- 
tion of the Homes at Mahalandi. 

Mr. J. H. SPELLER: Wdl the* llon’hle Mmisier he ^^ootl enou^di to 
say, in respect ot answer (t/Hyt. on what datc‘ he proptisc's to move the 
consideration ot tlie Hill!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: So iar as the fixation of 

date is concerned, it is not e\actl\ in m\ hands hut. as tlu* honourahle 
inemher is prokihl\ aware, a Hill was circulated in the* House \c*st(*rda\ and 
an opjxirtunity will he taken as eail\ as |H»ssi]de to take the* )ea\c* ol the* 
House to introduce it. and take it into considc'ivit ion and ;jel it passc'd. 

Mr. J. H. SPELLER: In this scission. Sir!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 111 till*- Sl'S.KIIl- 

Mr. J. H. SPELLER: Will ili<> II on'hle Ministei he ^ood enough to 
sa_\ whc'ther neies^.ii x a< < ominotlat ion, aiisintr out of (f/)(//n, has h('4*n 
arranged in (\ih utta t<i? the* une ilnoisand hc*|j’jrais pending’" coniph*1ion of 
the Homes at M.ihalaiidi ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: \V(dl. at prc'sent I tijink 

I am in a position to jjive a h<»p4*tul answer to the eftVet, “\es/’ all[iou;.fh, 
as has been the lot ot (fo\«*!nment in c-onnectioii with Hc*n-^Mns’ Homes we 
are still hein^*’ [)ursu(*d 1)\ peofdc* connectc*<l with the* manutacturc* of military 
and war ♦‘(juiiunent *. and if we can suiwive that pursuit we shall ca’rt^nnly 
do full justice to tills (jiiesiioii. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

Tiz ^ :nfr ^nrm ^ a; ? 

^ N 

The Hon’bfe Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Th. estimate is 

that there are ahout o,0()h hep'jjrars m Cahulta and the* \'a^^ranl.s’ Home in 
Mahalandi has been desi^rue,! to aec omiiicMhitc* the entire lot. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: With r<*fc •rence to annwe*! (ri, will the 

Ilou’hle Minister he plea.sed to stale as to what is the number ot clerks and 
nieiiiiils appointed tor the lie^^^ars' Home I*' 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BABU: There in one head clerk; 
and there are three clerks and one typist. A« rejrarcU menials, 1 urn afraid 
I am not in a [xjsition to ^rive the nuinher here. 
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Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: WiU th« Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of not including people of other provinces when the Beggars’ 
Home is established ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I am afraid I am not in 

a position to say anytliing on that beyond what is provided in the Bill itself. 
It might require some scrutiny of the Bill in order to give an accurate 
answer, but at the siime time it is hoped that the very enactment of a Bill 
of this character will scare away some people, especially upcountry people 
who have found Calcutta to he a veritable home for making an income by 
begging. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: AVill the Ilon’ble Minister J)e pleased to 
state the number of Muslim clerks and managers api>ointed for this purposed 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: As regards Managers, 
theie have })eeji three Muslim Mauag-»‘rs and three Hindu Managers. As 
regards (derks, T feel sure that the j)arit\ has l)een maintained, although I 
do not find it from papers here. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL : As regards the llon’bb* Ministei'*' reference 
U> a beggar jvopulalion of a, OIK) in Calcutta and to the up-coiinrtymen who 
fiml it a juvifitable thing to come to (’alcutta, will he be ])leased to say 
whether the beggar |M)pubitiou is increa>nig or deeieasing or is stationary!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: A M,rt of a census was 

taken some time ag<» and we have j)roceeded on the ba^is of the figures tfien 
imule av.ailable. As regards the present i>osirion as to whether the beggar 
fxipulation is on the increase or on the decrease or is st;»tionar.\ , I am afraid 
1 cainnot elucidate that |K)int with any degree of accuiacy in view of the 
fact that no recent census has been taken. But we take it that with the air- 
raids (in Calcutta some exodus of begg^ars also must have taken place along 
with the exodus of other |mrts ot the population. In any case we feel that 
accommodation for five thousiind beggars at Mahalandi ought to meet tlie 
exigencies of the sitimtion. 

Mr. ANANDI LAL PODDAR: Will the lion'ble Minister be pleased 
U> state whetlier he is going to engage those beggars who are fit to work 
ill some sort of work Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Yes, that is the idea. 

Mr. ANANDI LAL PODDAR: What will be the nature of that work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: That will depend on the 
condition of the beggars themselves. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the lion'ble Minister be pleased to state bow 
the one thousand beggars will be selected — I mean, what type of beggars 
will be selecteil for the tem|K)rary accommodation? 

Tht HMi’bIt Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: These one thousand 
begirt will be selected on the basis of their health, because it is intended 
that as we cannot accommodate more than one thousand beggars in the 
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places we have secured in Calcutta, the selection is to be made from the 
point of view of disease and infirmity, partieuhirly disea.ses of an infectious 
nature. Those who have l>een sufferinj^ from infectious diseases will be 
secured and sent to he sei^:re^ated to these Homes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Ifoirhle Minister be 
pleased to state wliere this temporary Home is situateilP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is somewhere towards 
the east of Calcutta. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the llou'lde Minister he phrased 
to state t# who will he 1 lo* ant hont \ to sidei t ihost* om* thousuml )n*) 4 -^»‘ars y 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will it ho a CommitU't^ id the Cro}.»'iessi\e 
Coalition Caityy 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: AVell. it it is a ( ommittee 
of tlie 1‘ro^ie.ssive Cikiilit ion Cart\, I mij^lit invite ni\ fnend to <‘oiue ovei t^i 
that J)ait\ olid h(‘ on tin* Commit lee! Speakin^^ senouslv. the seleition will 
he made in tlu' first instam e hy a .Ma;:istrate as conlmnidated nndei the Hill 
which is <join^^ U) he enacted, assisted hy doctors, as proM(h‘d in the Hill. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I have not leceived my reply. 
AVhcre is the place wheie tem|>orary arian^ement has lanoi mailed The 
Hon’hle Minister has .siiid “somewhere in the east of Cahntta.” 1 submit , 
if it is not a military secn*t, if there is no danger in extiosin^^ the secret, 
will he Ive j)l(*ased to tell iis where it is actuallv situated?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am not in a ixisition 
to ^^ive the honourable member the address ot tin* premises. 

Opening of Fire-lanes in Buetee areas in Calcutta. 

*45. Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: {(i) Will the Hon hie Minister in churjfO 
of the Ihihlic Health an<l liocal Self-tjovernment Dejnirtment (('ivil Defence 
Co-ordination) l)e plea.sed to state whether it is a fact that about a year a^fo 
Government decided to carry out a scheme for o|)eninj»’ fire-lanes in fninter 
areas in order to provide access for fire eng^ines? 

ih) If the answer to ia) is in the affirmative, w'ill the Hon’ hie Minister 
he pleased to state the numl)er of fire-lanes in the hustee areas in which they 
have ]>een of)enpd under this schema? 

(c) If no fire-lanes have yet been opened, will the Hon’ hie Minister W 
pleased to state the reasons for the apparent lack of progress with this 
scheme ? 

(d) What steps, if any, do Government now propose to take to complete 
the 'scheme ? 

Tb« Hoii’bio Mr. SANTOtH KUMAR BAiU: (a) It was decided to make 
an experiment in opening fire-lanes in one bustee, viz., Bbukailash Bustee 
in Kidderpore. 
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(b) The opening of fire-lanes in this busfee is nearing completion; three- 
fourths of the demolition required has been carried out. 

(r) Jiefrue the structure.s in this bit^ftcc selected for demolition could be 
demolished, it was considered necessary to prf>vide alternative accommodation 
in the same neiglibouihcmd, and this accommodation had to be constructed. 

o/) Iboposals have been framed for opening fire-lane-^ in three other 
hustfrs; investigations go to show that it will not be necessary to provide 
alternative acconimod.atifuj in these cases, and these three schemes are 
expected to he taken U}> shortly. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
inform the House the <lat<‘ on which it was de< iih'd to make tlij*" experiment 
and the date when it is expected that the expeiimcnt will be completed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am not m a positiou 
to supply tlu‘ (late just at the jireseiit moment, but I do aj^ree that there 
has be(*n some delay which ought to have been avoidtd but could not be 
avoided having regard to the very jieculia? difliciilties through whicli tlie 
city is now passing, jiarticulaily in the mattio (d securing housing materials 
tor alternative residence ol the people ti» be (b*-h(*used 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: May 1 take it Irom the llon’hie Miiiistej that 
tile answ'cr winch he has just gnen is to he taken as an assinance that 
similar didays will be avedded as much as possible in resjiect ol 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 have alieadv imli.ated 

in the answer to question p/) that where there is no question ot jiroviding 
alternative accomimMlat mn. the schemes are ex])ected to be taken uj) shoitl\ 
and [lUshed through with greater expeditioii. 

Mr. M. A, F. HIRTZEL: The ilon ble Minister has stated that the 
sclitmies an* expectt‘d to be talom up sliortly. Will he jdeast' give tlie House 
an assurance that the schemes will be taken up shortly ^ 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I think, as at Jiresent 
arranged, the schemes will be taken up shoitly, but at the same time 1 
miglit remind my lionourable friend that air-raids in Calcutta have not 
assumed such serious proportions as were originally anticipated. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'hle Mmistei he 
j)leasc‘d to state what arrangmiieiils (lovernmenf have made for payment ol 
compensation to those hustce peojde whose lands were acquired hy Govern- 
ment for the purjiosoy 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I want notice. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer {({) in which 
it is said that proposals have been framed for oj)ening fire-lanes in three 
other hfistees, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state what are the 
three places for which these proposals have been framed? 
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Thd Mon’blo Mri 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The first oue, as I have 
indicated, is Bhukailash and the other three are, one in Central Calcutta and 
another in North Calcutta, hut I could not give you any inforniution about 
the third. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : Is it the intention of the Ilon’hie Minister 
to carry on experiments until the time \\lien air-raids actually assume 
serious jiroportions i" 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: As at luesenl expected, 
air-raids are not likely to assume serious ju'opoitions. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : lias tlie Hon’hle Minister any information 

to this effect? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I have got no informa- 
tion hut only appreciation. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Is tile lIon*l>h‘ Minister gami»liiig with 
the live.s of the jioorer peojde who live in tin* huster.s, because thi'sc hj/.v/ct.v 
have ])racti('ally got no oj)cning in case of a serious fire. I think it is 
criminal neglect on the part of (lovcrninent not to have taken uji this 
question earlier 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: In so for as it is a .}ut s. 

tion, 1 repudiate the suggestion miole hy the lloiride l/cadei of the 

( opposition . 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Ni> action has hecii taken -is it IxMaiUse 
only the poor(*r people aie iii\<dve(l? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: riial suggestion has i*ot 

no basis whaisoevm'. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN!: Is it liecailse the Imsht.y are occujoed ]iy 

Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: T1 lal a^ain is incoiiect 

Distribution of Government contracts. 

*48. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: o/) Will the lion'ble Minister in 

t’lnrge of the ( Viinniunicat ions ami Woiks Depaitim-nl Ih* jdeased to state — 
(?) the piinciplc. if any, followed by the (toveinment with l(•Hpe('t io 
the distribution of coiitracts in difFetenI biaiiehes of tbf'se dej)ait- 
ments between the MuHliins and rirm-Musliiiis ; and 
(??) the amount oi money drawn and the peiteiitage of contrai ls obtained 
})V the Muslim (ontractors dining UMl-42? 

{h) Is it a fact that Muslim contractors get less than d pci (cnt. contracts 
in thest* departments? 

ir) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hoirble Minister 
be jdeased to state what action, if anv. he proposes to take in the matter? 
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MINISTER in ohirgt of tlio COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Mr. ShanwRidlii Abmoil): {a){i) The 
principles of acceptance of tenders for normal works in both the branches 
of the Department are laid down in letters Xos. 1090A, dated the Ist April, 
19.39, and 14T/A., dated the 27th September, 1939. The orders in respect 
of urgent A.lt.P., Civil Defence, Military and R.A.F. works placed in charge 
of the Comrauniciitions and Buildings Branch from time to time since 
January, 1942, are laid down in memorandum No. 87A, d^^ted the 13th 
Janmiry, 1942, and No. 72A, dated the 8th January, 1943. Copies of the 
four letters are laid on the Library Table. 

(u) and (h) Its. 1,2 1,854-4 and 13-00 per cent, in the Irrigation Branch. 
The Communications and Buildings Branch figure will l)e collected in April, 
1943, i.e., after the special orders have operated for one clear financial year. 

(r) I have already taken up the matter which is still under consideration. 
I have passed orders to departments to exj)t*dite the matter. 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl! As the Ilon'ble Minister has stated 
that the figures are not }et ready and he will get the figures in March next, 
instead of giving a fresh notice, will the Iloirhle Minister consider the ques- 
tion as lield over till he can give the exaet figures? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; It is niutdi better to give 
fresli notice. The experiment will be from Tamiary, 1942, and unless one 
year g(M'S, it is not possible to get it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl; We accept that, but the Hon*ble 
Minister could have given us the figures for the previous financial year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; You have not asked for 
that. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD; Sir, the question refers to the amount 
of money drawn and the percentage of contracts obtained by the Mnslim 
C(»ntractors during 1941-42. The answer is there, but here the proportion, 
that is, the amounts of money obtained by contractors of different 
communities are not mentioned. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: IMease put a straight question. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is in a position just now to tell the House the exact 
amounts drawn by contractors of different communities? 

Th« Hon’bit Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: As I have explained, we 
have got the figure for the Irrigation Branch in 1942 when the order was 
passed. Previously, there was a list of approved contractors and during 
this emergency that order has been reversed. Now. it is done not exactly 
by tenders but from a list of contractors- — not selected on the communal 
basis — but the Superintending Engineer selects the best men out of this list 
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and therefore many Muslim eontractozi as well as members of other 
communities get contracts. Ton cannot get the whole list unless the whole 
work of 1M2 is done which is done up to 1943. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: AVill the Hon’ble Minister he please<] 
to state whether any Muhammadan contraetor had worked in the Communi- 
cations Department? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. 8HAM8U0DIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the llon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state what was the amount taken hy that (M)ntra('tor from the 1st April, 

1941, to the^'aist March, 1942? 

• 

The HOfl’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 have already taken up 
the matter. I have passed «»rders to exi>edite the matt(‘r. 1 will give tho 
figures later on, 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Will the lion'hh* Minister he 
pleased to let us kiu»w wlM'thcr, in collecting <lata ahout Muslims and non- 
Muslims, the ( asc of the S< hcduhal ('a'‘tc>< lia< heen com j)li*ttd,\ igiioiial and 
lost sight of? 

Tho Hori’blo Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: No; 1 liavc not lost sight 
of that. 

Arrangoment for waiting room outside Intelligenoe Branch hoadquartersi 

Calcutta. 

^49. 8reejut A8HUT08H MALLICK: Will the llon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he ])leased to state whether it is a fad that 
the parents and relatives (among nhom there are ladies) of persons arrested 
have to wait outside on tlie street for long hrmrs before they are allowed 
inside the compound when they go to the (rimiiial Investigation Depart m<*nt, 
Intelligence Branch headquarters at Lord Siiiha Hoad, foi information? 

(h) If the answer to (^/) is in the affinnative, is the Hon’hle Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) making some arrangement for a waiting room outside; and 

(ii) putting some officer-in -charge who can rei)Iy to the enquiries made? 

MINI8TER in ofiirgc of tho HOME DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. A. K. Failul Huq): (a) V isitors to the Intelligence Brunch have 
sometimes to wait outside for short peruxls whilst the nature of their 
business is examined. Every endeavour is mode to ovoid keeping them 
waiting unnecessarily. 

(h) (i) I regret that it is not possible to consider such an arrangement. 

(it) No single officer could be expected to reply offhand to queries maile 
at the gate. 
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Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
te state what is meant by ^'shdrt periods’' referred to in answer (a)? What 
is the maximum amount of that? I want to know the nature and extent of 
the period. 

The Hofl’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The period is not uniform. It 
may Iw half an hour, it may he t^n minute>, or it may he two hours. What 
is a short period and what a lonsr period is a matter of opinion. If there 
are specific cases in which people have been made to wait for an unnecessarily 
lonff period and it particular^ are iriveii, I shall he obliged, so that I may 
make an empiiry. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will tlie Ilon’hle Mifiister tell the 
House what are the difticulties in getting a room with sitting accommodation 
for these visitors? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I know tlmt there is not enough 
arcommodat ion and it is not pos^ii>ie also to extend the })uilding, because 
the lands nuind about lielong to the (^alcul^a f 'or])orat ion and they are not 
willing to surrender thos(‘ laiols. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With relerencc to answer (o), w'ill the 
Jlon’ble Minister 1 m‘ pleased to state if he will sa\ that 1 am wrong if 1 
suggest that till' \isitois have to wait f(»r sev(‘n or eight hours? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot contradict the honour- 
able meniluT. I hava* n(» inionuation. It may hi* so. Hut if such instances 
an* brought to my notna* oi pai t leul.ii" aie gnm. 1 pioiiiise to make an 
einpi 11 y . 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will tin lion'hh^ Ministei iileuM- tell 

this lloiis»' whether ( io\ ^•|•nmeut will make some ai i aiigemeiits toi’ jmreha-'- 
ing land e\en Iroui iht' (orporation toi making a w ait ing-i ooin because the 
prisunels whom tlie \lsitoi> go U» inleiview are delailied witiiout trial? 
Will (loNt'inment make sonn' aii aiigeiiwnt ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 ^l.all be oblig.^d it the 
honourable moinbei were ((» <liscus.s this question with me in my othra*. 1 
shall see whether anything ean be done. 


Persons dealt with in Bengal under the Defence of India Act and Rules. 

*50. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (oi Will the Hon ble 

Home Ministei be pleased to la> on the Table a statement showing, district 
bv district, bow man\ jieisons have been siiu'e August •, 11)4*.?, — 

(/) arrested under the Detence «d India Act and Hules; 

I//) detained under the Defence of India Hules (u» l‘Jb and [h \ 20; and 
convicted under the Defence cd India Act and Hules? 
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(h) Is it a fact that many peraons detailed m pre*r»fom days n&dar 
Regulation III of 1818 have been arrested and detained under the Defence 
of India Act as security prisoners without any reference to their present 
pfilitical activities? 

(c) If the answer to {b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the offences that each one of such detained persons 
committed or intended to commit? 

{d) Is it a fact that persons convicted and sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment before 1H3’) are being arrested ami detained os security 
prisoners immediately on the expiry of their terms of sentences without 
waiting to see how the^ conduct themselves after reltMise? 

(e» Is it u fact that a large number of persons and even ineinhers of the 
Legislature have been detained without an\ evideiice of subversive activities 
Ml their part? 

(/» If the answer to U • i.s in the negative, will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the offences that each one of the detained M.L.As. 
committed or intende<l To coiniiut ? 

(ff i Is tlie Ilon’ble Mini>ter aware — 

(M that tlieie evicts a feeling m the joildtr mind that the cases of 
persoiiN anested undei the Defence of India Act and Hnles are 
not }da<'ed befoie the Hon'ble Mini>fei imme(llale!^ aftei their 
urre.^t ; and 

iii\ that toi tlie <lel;i,\ the persons detained umier Kiib* TJ!* find them- 
selves (‘onverled into long term securii\ pn«»(niei't under Uule ‘J<>? 

ill) Will the Hoiride Minister Ite pleased to >tale what stejn, it an\, he 
piojs>ses taking to pre\ent su< h iim*s of Delenee ot Imlia .\«'t and Kules 
as are refeiTe4l to in ih), (r) and o/) and ensure evpediiious examination 
of the cases of persons detaine<l undei Rule KMb 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (fi' A statement i,*i laid on the 
Library Table. 

{b) No 

(c) and (d I refer the honourable member to Defence f>f India Rule 2b. 
In the case of persons detained information has l>een laid before (lovern- 
raent satisfying them that an order of detention is necessar\ to secure the 
objects indicated in the Rule. 

(d) Yea, in some cases. 

(/) Does not arise in view of my reply to (c) and (e). Detention is 
ordered, as the honourable member will see as a precautionary measure and 
not necessarily to prevent the commission of a definite offence. 

(ffj (i) and (ii) Delays are in fact inevitable but the cases are submitted 
to me in accordance with ray orders ns soon as possible. We have adopted 
the device of issuing orders under Defence Rule 20 pending scrutiny of the 
information submitted to us because this ensures to those who are under 
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detention the rather more faTourable concessious allowed to security 
prwonere, the absence of which was in some cases made a matter for protest 
or complaint by or on behalf of those arrested. 

ill) As I have already indicated, detention is in each case ordered with 
reference to the present security position and the ascertained activities or 
intentions of the persons detained. Althou^rh delays occur in disposing of 
the cases and are regretted they are inevitable and every effort is made to 
reduce them to the minimum. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Honlde Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to the sfaTement referred to which of the two state- 
ments are meant to give the answer to the question — table No. A or table 
No. B? The Hon’ble Minister has said that a statement is laid on the 
library table. Now there are two statements on the library table — tables 
A and B. T want to know which of the two statements is meant. 

Til# Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: J confess I have not seen these 
tables. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AKYAL: Will the Hoirble Ministei be pleased to 
state if his attention has been dra\\n to the lact that in table No. A there 
are more than 1,(119 perscois arrested and detained nruler section KMl of the 
Defence of India Rules, persons detained under tlie Detence ot Indni 

Rule 2(1 and 1,599 persons c(»nvicted under the Defence oi India Rules)" 1 
have done the additions subject to coirection. Will the Hoirble Minister 
be pleased to state with reference to these tables \\lietlier in the case of 1.211) 
])ersons detained under the Detem-e oi India Rule 2(! the attention ot the 
Minister in charge has been <liuwn with legaid to eai h one (d them beiore 
actual detention is ordered)' 

Th0 Hon'biB Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Action undei si^tion 2(1 refers 
to security prisoners other than the special sccuritx ])ns(ineis. Ch'dinanly 
when a ]>t*rsou is arrested under section 129 he is not entitled to certain 
privileges to wliich he will be entitled otherwise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No. no. That aNo is gnen in the 
printed answer. My question is this. I tiiid tioin the li-t tliat moie than 
J.2(K) pervsons have been kept under detention under the Detence ot India 
Rule 20, up to the end of December, 1942. There may have been some 
release later on. Now, Sir, the Defence of India Rules provide that in the 
case of subsequent detention under section 2(» the sanction of the liocal 
Government will have to be taken and in tiie case of section 129 certain 
authority has been vested in local otticers. We presume that the sanction 
of the Ixual Government in this case means the approval of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge. So my question is whether in the case of these 1,219 
persons the n})pr<'vnl of the Minister in charge has been taken or not. 

Tb# HOH*blB Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It not possible for me to 
say that. All that I can say is this, that cases are put up and as a matter 
of routine the order under section 129 is converted into one under rule 26, 
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imlesa there are special reasons why a recosuuondaiion should be made for 
their release. But as regards these persons as to how many oases were 
held back and how many were put up, 1 have got no idea. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAIIYALs May I enquire if the detention of 
persons under rule 2G whose cases have not been definitely referred to the 
Local Government have been illegally detained? 

Tht Hoil*blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt Cases may have otTurred in 
which persons arrested under section 129 have Ihhui <letained although no 
order has been passed. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYALS AN ill the Ilon ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in the case of members of this Legislature who were arrested 
at first under section 129 and subsequently detained under lule 2fi each and 
everyone of these cases came up to the notice of the Minister in rharg<e and 
his approval taken thereon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regurils members of the 
Legislature, we have laid it down that they should us a mattiT of course 
be brought to the notice ot Government Indore they are detained under rule 
26. In some case*< the order of arrest undei section 12fl Ini'* been converted 
into detentirm under rub* 26 under my orders. In -*ome cases 1 liave not 
a])proved. but as i^ km^wn the matter is one winch is the GoNernor‘» 

special resjionsihility. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the ILm’Ide Minister is* pleased to 
state whether in the case ot Babu Suresb t'hundru Ma)iinidar, Habu Satya 
Lriya Baiicrjee jind Ihibu Sas<nika Sekhai Siinyal the detentions ]ia\(* heen 
in accordaroe with the legal jiroM-^ions of rule 26. mz . that fln:y ha\«‘ been 
w'itli the appro\al ami consent <d the Hoii'ble Minister in (harge? 

Th6 Hon’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. 1 know iliese casch ami I am 
not certain if 1 am permitted to di.-^clo-.e the ad\i<c that I have tendered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. It is not & question of advice at ail. 
We are now functioning within what the\ call a comjjjete joovincial 
autonomy and. Sir, the Home Dejiartment is entirely undei the rare of the 
HonHde (’hief Minister. I would like to know whether in each of thesti 
three cases his consent ami apj)ro\al were taken. What actually ultimately 
hapjiened we liave seen. I am not seeking information on that. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, what is your question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the non'hle Minister he pleawd 
to state whether in the-e three eases his consent was taken? 

Th. Hon'M. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I know these cases. You ajv» 
asking me to disclo.se what orders I passed, and what order was suhserpientjy 
passed and ‘by whom ? 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL* I only want to know whether the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister’s consent was taken. I/et him say **yes” or “no”. 
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ICIiwaJt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We want a proper answer. Sir, it is a 
question of ministerial responsibility, and I know it is not a question of 
discretion. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, do you want an answer? 

Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Tha Hon’blf Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: As the Hon’ble I>eader of the 
Opposition knows, the advice tendered by a Minister cannot be disclosed. 

KhMfaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I don’t agree with him. 

Tha Hofl’bla Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: As I have said, I know what 
has happened in these cases. 

KhWiJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Here the question is a (‘onstitutiorial one 
and absolutely clear. Either the Hon’ble Minister accejits responsibility 
for the orders passed or he does not accept the respon.sibility. Under the 
constitution, he cun do lioth. I don’t deiiv. He can accept the responsi])ilitv 
or he (‘an deny the responsildlity for the order. The (luotion is : Does 
the Hon’ble Minister accej»t the responsibility? 

Mr, TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. is the Hon'ble Leader «)f the 
Opposition entitled to make a speeeli in putting a supplementary question? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: (trdei, order. Dr. Sanyal, what is your 
question ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the lL»n’lde Ministei m chaige -.t 
the Home Dtqiartinent he pleased to state whether hi^ con^ont Ma> yiveii to 
th(' detention ot tlu'^e three ]u'iN(»n'> umler rule ‘Jtl? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; li i> n t a qu,sn i, ot consent 
As leganL the point lai’^rd h\ Di. Sanyal aiol Sir Xazmiuddiii . the position 
is this Ordinal ily when a man is arrested umlei lule Edit, the case niU'^t 
come to me at s,,ine stage Now if I agree that the order under rule ILMI 
nliould be ('oinerted into one under section 2b. no dithculty arises. Hut in 
80me cases 1 am of opinion that detention is not .lustified and in tho.se cases 
it becomes Oovernor s responsibility, and T am not permitted to disclose in 
which case I tendered what adxn e. 

KhWiji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state under what section or under what rule he is not permitted to disclose? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: He says that he is not in a po.sition to 
di»<'lo8e what advice he has tendered. I cannot help you in the matter. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The question is pertinent. The 
Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition enquires under what section of the Govern- 
ment of India Act or of the rules made thereunder the Hon’bFe Minister 
says that he is debarred? 

Tht Hon’bl# Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: The advice tendered to the 

Oovernor cannot be disclosed. It is privileged. I tendered the advice that 
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the men should not be (laughter.) It is not a question of laughter. 

There are three classes of cases. There is a class of cases in which it is 
entirely in the ministerial field. There the Governor is bound under the 
Instrument of Instructions to accept the advice, which is mandatory. Then 
there is the Governor's individual judgment m which the Governor can ask 
for advice but need not accept that advice. Then there is the special 
responsibility in which the Governor need not even ask for advice. Now, in 
these cases, it may be that when a case comes up I am of a particular opinion, 
but it may be that that opinion is not accepted by the Governor. Whether 
I have given that advice or not, what is the advice 1 have given, etc., are 
matters which are privileged and I cannot dis<dose them to tlie House. 

Mr. DEP^UTY SPEAKER: One hour is almost over. I cannot j>ermit 
any more questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is a qm *stion which involves the 
rights and liberties of the people as a whole. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In that case tlien 1 will read 
the rules and see how the j)ositioii stands. I am prepared to look into the 
question once again to ^ee how far within the rights tliat 1 possess 1 can 
disclose the information a^ked tor iii this House. I will reconsider the 
matter. But 1 think that tins is the p(*sition wliich I can Icj^iliiuately take 
ui». If 1 am wrong I am willing to bad; into the whole matfei. I'nless 1 
am coininced myself that T < an do so umlei the < on^titnl ion I am alraid 
T cannot give more informntimi than I have given. I am howeviT prepared 
to r<‘consider the niattt>r. If 1 am \Mong I «ill give the iniormatnm an much 
as T can. Imt I mu^t act within the < on^titution. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : In that can- tin* <j\ie'-tion nia\ be held (tver. 

Realisation of education cess in Noakhili. 

•51. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAillD: w/ • I** the IBm’bh* Minister In charge 
(if tlit Ke\eijue Depnitmeiit a^\a^e — 

In that the education cess is being realised b\ < iai ri3sii(n* rroceedings 
in the district of Noukhali ; 

( 1 / ) that rents due to the Talukdars and Zemindars from the tenants and 
the road cesses are also being claimed and realised along with the 
education cesses b\ tlie Gariiisliee IVoceedings ; 

'nn that foi realisation of educMtimi cess and leiits and ilie roa<l cesnen 
by Garnisbee I’roceeding certificates are filed and niovableH of the 
tenants are aftac}ie<] and sold in this district in contravention of 
section IfJHA of tl/e Bengal Tenancy (Amendment i Act. Ift4(); and 

(in that such (tarnishee Proceedings are causing hardahip (o the 
tenants P 

ih) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state from January. 1M4'.^, up to date — 

I/) file nuinlier of the certihcales filed in respect of su(di Garnishee 
Proceedings in the (ertificate Court of Noakhali; and 
(in the iiumf>er that are now pending in the said ( ourt P 
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Tlif Hoii’bl0 Mr. PRAMATHA NATH RANERilEE: (a) (i) and (it) 

Ye». 

(ui) Attention of the local officers has been drawn to the legal position 
that in view of the provisions of section 168 A of the Bengal Tenancy Act, it 
u not permissible to attach and put to sale the movables of tenants under the 
Garnishee procedure. 

(iv) The instructions that have already been issued will remove the 
hardships of the tenants, if any. 

(h) (i) 064 and (it) 567. 

Mr. EYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the instructions were i'isued to l<»c:»l officers which will remove 
the hardships of the teiKint.s? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not ^ot the 

date here, ])ut it the honouralde ineinher reijuire^ the information I uin 
supply him with it later on. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Was it alter the (jiiestions were received ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am not sure 
May he. 

Khan Sahib Mautvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With reference to 
answer t/ti), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaded to state it tiie atten- 
tion of all local officers thromrhout the province ha^ been drawn to the legal 
position that it is not permissible to them to issue these certificates!'' 

Thf Hon’bta Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have already 
given the answer. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: AVill the Hon'lde Minister he pleased 
to .state whether these instnu'tions were issued to all the districts or only 
tkime of (he districts ^ 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I believe, to all 
the districts. But 1 can make an empury if the honourable member .so 
desires. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'hle Minister pleased 
to state approxinwitelv the number of cases in which certificates have been 
filed and movables of the tenants have been attached in the district of 
Noakhali in wntravention of section 168A of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1940y 

Tha HOfi’blf Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The information 
is not here with me, hut if iny honouralde iriend so desires I will supply 
him with the information later on. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In view of the reply given by the 
Hon’ble Minister that he is not sure whether instructions have been issued 
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to aU the District Officers, will the Hoii*ble Minister be pleesed to state if 
he is oonsiderinjr the desirability of issuin^r a circular to all officers of 
Oovernmeut in the province clurifyinjf the position that the movables of the 
tenants are not attachable? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANiRJlBs Strictly speokinff 
the question put hy my hoiKiurahle friend does not arise out of this. But 
as the suj^^restion which he bus made is n very reasonable one, I will consider 
the desirability of issuing a circular clarifyinjf the position if not alre^uly 
issued. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER ! (iue'Jtioii'< over. 

Present Condition of Mehatme Gandhi. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Mi Deputy Speaker. Sir. before the oilier 
busines'i of the (la> i> taken up, I ‘should like to know if fiovernnient i«* in 
a position to let us have the latent infonnatioii about tin' present condition 
of health of Mahatma tiandlii a> a re.-oilt of hi.** tasf. It is rumoured that 
the condition of (iandhiii has turned out to he ver;\ ^rave now, and we want 
to have this information in order to decide as to how to conduct oiirsidves. 
Therefore we would recjiiest tlie tiovernmeut to tell us if tlie\ have the 
latest information about (iandhiji's health. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. 1 have no official information 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We want to have rifficial information, 
if any, from the Ilon’lde the Chief Minister who is standinj^ over there 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Fazlul Huq, an en(|uir\ has been made 
by Dr. Sanyal as to whether >ou have any official information with rej^ard 
to the present condition of health of Mahatma (tandhi. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have no official information. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May J rise to u point of order 1 
shoubl like to know from you. Sir, a.s to whether the recjuest made by the 
honourable member from Miirshidahud is within the purview of this 
House 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Nonsense; The honourahie member 
ou^ht not to have intervened, knowing somethin^;, as h#* dfifs, aliout Mahatma 
Gandhi’s position. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I think. Sir, the expression just 
used by the honourahie memlier a^fainst me is unparliamentary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal. the expression you have used is 
wholly unparliamentary. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: \rhen 1 used that expression, 1 was 
referring to the honourable memlier’s inter^’eution and not to him personally, 
and I am perfectly entitled to do so. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, my point is whether the 
honourable member was right in making the request he has made and 
whether it is right and proper for the Chair to call upon the Chief Minister 
to answer that question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think Dr. Sanyal was perfectly entitled to 
make this enquiry because it is an all-India affair and therefore I have 
asked the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to make his position clear. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have already said, Sir, 
we have no official information, but we heard certain rumours in the lobby. 

NON^mCIAL BILLS 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1S41, by Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, M.L.C., as passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Council. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: May 1 suggest that tliere are lots of notices 
of Bills standing from 1941 an<l c<»nsequently our tiles are very heavN If 
the House agree, 1 propose to pnK'eed with the BilK oi Mr. Jsiail and 
Ih. San\ul later on and in the meantime we can tinish wnh the other 
niotions tor introduction of Bills. 

Mautvi MUHAMMAD I8RA1L: .*^11, I will not take U]> mmh time oi 
the House in jdacing m> motion^ before the Hou^e ami therefore if >ou 
permit me, I propose to move m\ motion" in the 01 del in whicli t))e> are on 
the agenda pajier. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ail noi.t 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir. 1 be^ to move that the Bengal Land 
Revt*nue Sales t^Amendment i Bill, l!t4I, a" passe<] h\ the I otincil. be con- 
tinued under tlie proviM) io rule 19 < ui the Bengal Legislative Assembly 

Briteediire Buies. 

riie motion was pul ami agreed to. 

Mautvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, ] beg also t(» mo\e that the Bengal 
Land Ueveiiue Sah"< lAmendmein) Bill, I'.Ml. as passed b\ tlie Couiuil, be 
taken into consideration. 

In moving this motion. Sir, I beg to jiuint out that so tai as this Bill is 
concerned, it is a very short Bill containing only three clauses. In the 
case of revenue sales there is no provi^ion for serving an\ notice by 
registered post. Section (> lays down that only a notification should be 
fixed up in the office of the Collector as well as in that of the District 
Judge, so the landlords concerned or their people have no chance of knowing 
whether their estates are being put up for sale; and this Bill seeks to 
remove this defect by insisting that registered notices should be served upon 
the recorded proprietors of estates to be put up for sale and if their number 
be more than five, only upon the five biggest co-sharers and that provision 
should also be made to realise the cost of such notices 
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Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Israil, I tbitik there is not much to be 
said in connection with these simple motions. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the Beujfal Land Revenue 
Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed bv the ('ouncil. be taken into 
consideration, was then put and agreed to. 

Chuscs 1 to o. 

The question that clauses 1, 2 and d stand jmrt of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Prctnnhie. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was juit and agreed 
to. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: I beg to move that the Bengal Land 
Revenue Sales (Amendment' Bill, 1941, as settled in tlie Assembly, be 
passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

(The lloU'^e ^va^ then adjounird toi titte<‘n iiJinut»’S ) 


(After tul jou rn ni( nt . ) 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1941, by Khan 
Bahadur Ataur Rahman, M.L.C., as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deput.x Speaker. Sjj. I beg to move 
that tlie Bengal Local SeH-( bjvernment lAmendmeiit) B)ll, 1941, jh passed 
b\ tlie Council, be taken into consideration 

Sir. this Bill is a sinijdo otie. It seoks to leniovi* the words “with the 
consent ot the Ibstnct Board’’ troin section dt»A oi the Bengal Local 
Self-dovernment Act of 19dt;. theieb.v seeking to enable ftovernment to 
abolish Lo)cal Boards in case Government finds it necessary even without 
reference to or without obtaining the consent of the I>istrict Boarrl. I hope 
this Bill will be accepte<i b> the House unanimously as it has already l>een 
passed by the (ouncil and has been there for a long tune. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the Bengal Loral Self-(lovern- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1941. as passed b\ the (ouncil, be taken into 
consi<leration wa*) then put and agreed to, 

( lauscs 1 (iTi/I 2. 

The question that clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

• Prcamhle. 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was put and agreed 

to. 
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Dr. NALINAKIHA SANYALs Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Local 
Self-GoTernment (Amendment) Bill, 1941. a» settled in the Assembly, be 
passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Fisheriee Bill, 1940. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Fisheries Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. rpendra Nath Edbar, 

(*‘l) Mr. Syed Hasanali C'haudhury, 

(4) Mr. Monomohan Dus, 

(")) Mr. Mirza Abdul Hatiz, 

(0) Mr. Charu Chandra Ur»\ . 

(7) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. 

(8) Maulvi Muhaniinad I.Hrail, 

(9) Mrs. Heniaprova Majumdar, and 

(10) Mr. Ainritu Lai Mandul (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by June du. 194J, the number of 
members forming the (}Uorum being five 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir. 1 beg to move by way of amend- 
ment that after (he name of Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal tlie fcdlowiiiir names 
be added : — 

(1) Mr. J. U. Walker. 

(2) Mr. Shahedali, 

(d) Mr. Dhananjoy Ko> . 

(4) Uai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(d) Maulvi Kazi Abul Mu'^ud. 

(0) Mr. Atul Chandra Sen. and 

(7) llaji Safiruddin Ahmed 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Khwa)a Sir Nazimuildiii) : I propose that these two 
Bills — the BtMigal Fisheries Bill, 1949, and the Bengal Medical (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1997— be taken up when the Deputy Speaker is in the Chair. 
F<»r the time being I suggest that the Bengal Hindu Widow’s' Remarriage 
Propagation Bill. 1940. be taken up now, and I call upon Mr. Monomohan 
Das to move this motion. 

Tht Bangal Hindu Widows’ Ramarriaga ProfMgatiofi Bill, 1S40. 

Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: Sir. I beg to move that the Bengal Hindu 
Widows’ Remarriage Propagation Bill, 1940, he continued under the provUo 
to rule 19 (2) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The motion was put and agreed to. , 
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Ufa MONMOHAN DA8s Sir, 1 also beg to move that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of: — 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department, 

(2) Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, 

(3) Mrs. Hemprova Mazumdar, 

(4) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, 

(o) Mr. Charu Chandra Roy 

(()) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. 

(7 } Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen 

(5) Srijut Narendrn Natli Das Gupta, 

(9 1 Mr. Dhanaujay Roy. 

(ID) Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, 

(11) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(12) Maulvi Alxlul Wahed 

(Id' Mr Shaliedah, 

(14) Mr. Bauku Behan Maudal. and 

(In Mr Mnnninhan Das (the mover). 

with msti actions to submit their report lu Jul\ l *. 1943. the number of 
menil>ers forming the (juorum being five. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move 
b\ way of amendment that the Bill be recirculated for the purpose of elicit- 
ing further opinion thereon b\ the 31. st December, IIGD. 

Sir, the Bill raises a question of vital importance, namely, whether or 
not social legislation should be pu.sheii to the extreme, on which legislators 
may have given their opinion. But, Sir, if you go through the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons, you will find that one of the suggestions made by 
m\ hommrable friend is that Hindu widows be permitted only to remarry 
Hindu widowers and nw and on that point legal opinion all tlie 

world over has ende<l in a demur. Whether the Hindu .s(K*ietv is in favour 
of the acceptance of this propo^al. namely, that widows alone will be 
eligible — not eligible— but will only remarry widowers and vi<r rerun,— 
that IS a question that has to be considered. I am suggesting, therefore, 
that further public opinion may be invited with reference to the very 
important question raised in the Bill. I myself am not against the re- 
marriage of widows. The matter ha.s been sanctified ever since IHofi. 
(Khan Bahadur Moh.\mmkd Am ; You do not want to limit their choice.) 
It will he very difficult to limit their choice until you impose compulsion in 
the matter of marriage. You may impose compulsion in other matters, 
but in regard to marriage it i.s verv difficult to impose compulsion. (A 
VOICK FROM THh Bkoobk.s^ivk CoAMrioN pARTY : The Defence of India 
Rules are there!) The Defence of India Rules do not apply to a social 
legislation of this type and therefore. Sir. I am moving by way of amend- 
ment that this measure be recirculated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon by the 31st Decenibei. 1943. 



m 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[19th Feb., 


The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that the Bill 
be recirculated for the purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 
31 st I)eceiii)»er, 1343, was then put and agreed to. 

The State Provisiom Bill for Maternity and Child Welfare ClinicSt 1S41. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, I beg to move that the State 
Provisions Bill for Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics, 1941, be continued 
under the proviso to rule 19 ( 2 ) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Proce- 
dure Rules. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Rent Reduction (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1940. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM (Mymensingh): Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Rent Reduction (Temporary Provisions i Bill, 194(1. he referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of : — 

(1) the Hoij’hle Minister in charge ol the Revenue Department, 

Mr. (1. Morgan, c.i.K., 

(3) Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, 

(4) Mr. Shahedali, 

< Mr. Atul ( lianflra Kumar, 

(hi Mauivi Abdul Hamid Sliah, 

(7 I Mauivi Rajihuddin Tarafdar, 

(5) Mauivi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(9) Mauivi Muhammad Nrail, 

(lit/ Mauivi Abdul Jaitif Biswas, 

(11) Mr. Ahmed Hossain. 

(12i Kliaii B.ihadur Muhammad Anwaiul Aziin, 

(13) Kliaii Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Alimad, 

(14) Mauivi Ahdur Razzak. 

(15) Khan Sahtd) MauUi M<1 Hasanuzzaniaii, 

(Ih) Mr. Matjbui Hosain, and 

(IT) Mauivi Ah<lul Hakim (the mover', 
with iiistnietioiis to submit their rep<»rt b\ ()<t<dter 31. \\^'\ trie Lumlnr of 
members torming the quorum being five. 

;Tt> I f?5TlP 

i sfrgr^rpf ’jtist? 

litTl ^ TO 1 TO TOTO ^TOT^^- 

SftR ff!7R f^TO5 CTPi feTR I -StTO 

firfroi i5Bn ^ to cn toto ^ 

9 ^ frotr^ i 

'vsftfi f7rt«| ^f^iTO I 



im] 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


241 


From a note of dissent struck by a prominent member of the Commis- 
sion, it is found that the average rate of rent in Bengal has increased by 
nearly 160 per cent, since the time of granting permanent settlement. 
Moreover, no zemindar has up till now done any work of agricuIturaJ 
improvement worth the name. The Commi.ssion has also found that the 
yield of rice in Bengal is low in comparison w’ith other provinces and 
countries. From the (Commission’s enquiry it also transpires that the 
average revenue per acre is surprisingly low in the major portion of the 
permanently-settled areas in this province. This average revenue per acre 
varies from 6 pies to lo annas 0 pies only, in 22 districts and rises up lo 
1 rupee 14 annas 7 pies only, in the remaining few districts, ('ultivators 
of Bengal are also hopelessly iudehted. Besides, (hp\ have no subsidiary 
occupation ( onsidering all these facts, the high rents of Bengal slnoild 
he reduced to the paying capacity of the cultivators. 

C7?.n: 

'TT ?rtT7rt^ frrf^ I <ft^T 

rM i ^'<15 affT-^rpr rpr 

irPd i.yo ^ i -atr? 

tffr ^ f^'% :,0\ 

I irfzi yrr.%'z yp'^ *fr7JTpT 

I •3jf?nr>T*'T=* c^tf^ 

sftTTTt? fvTJjd? %m 

^77 ^TTTtO,^ ^ -qvf'K sft^nrt? ^ ^0 | 

Trrrcp .iiq- 

; Ttrt?f cn ^ ypr^ «itm) 

15:^] •n; I ^ sif^Tc^ C'P:^ i 

ypT] uSf rtcz (PJ 

5T^qr^ sr53 1 

■ij^ypT T3tfq Pt:5pT I 'i3? 

iffjp I ij> ^rrqr5 rfar:^ cq o^ t^^r-rq 

qi I ’fq C53q ^ ^rf^fsr* <4^ 

qtif <mi 1 (Tt’ffq’^m tpfq 

Pnf] 'rtrpfs 'TTf') i o *fMq nrfq 

c*NTcq <tmnr qi ^Trrq cyfyfK^ 

^tt^sRTq "^fV^ 5'’5?n ^ I cq qfwf^ ^ri cq^tq 

qf«ti ^ q^qq qiq i cq q qsrqtwffrqm tf^fz 4mqi ^ 

qfarqfq qT^ncTfq ^*5 tor ^ i 

8 q* qrqrq qqi cq cto qr^rj itror c^ft^ qrtrosq 7^3 
■P5TO (tO\ wq Sr^fq ’^rt^ <^*t y?T^ ^qrj ^ffcq qi 1 

qit? qfq jjqftfW cifits? 0^1 laitq -iiwtrqq fqq^t 

^fq-2 ’fq qqf^ q'lqTRq 1 
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C'^fCei ?n 5 % 

3i Trm ^ ^r^PF c^ wr <ftw^n fm ^ ^finit«r 

(tH^ ^(Tw^i ^nrtOTT ^finn i 

:5 <fOTi 51^1 o* ^ 1 ?^ I 

’PtOT <itBRni ’tfiRt'f ff (?pfr i 

temporary (^ft^) ^fsT^ltfe <4^ ^ (Ti tfvti ^finn 

to ^riT^ f*R TO i «tn 

^ ^1 ^trr 3l7r?i ^ ^ i TOt 5t?ii i 

yftzwt ^toft ^ c*f’s^ 7? 5r<nT^ toir 

urtW6 TO'^ vftfro I <R ^s*oTTl?fL'*f ^RR ^pR ^fiRT 

’[RTO (7Ri?^‘1? I tolJR ■B'f^ C![‘nf^''t 

^fto 45 ? rR 3 (trt5 

yilR I T)?R ^R <i]Tf ^ Ttr^ 3 "^ ’^RR ’ 255 R 

zt^ ^rr^ I f^fRft^f%to ^1 Rto feto cn ^ ’tr 3 RTO 

«rfto ’ll Rt^ I fR:*f "r3R^ R^insR lV^ I' 3trRl CTO^tftR 

tfBfl Rvt't*; ^3^ r^Ul RR 3Pto;C5 I 3RtU=R W"R^ RRiR ‘4^Pf 

temporary (RRfiPF) Rt^R ^ 5^‘^lCI'. — ftRTt^ RTRR^ R R^T7 R) ^fel RR 
C’lt "^TTftf^ ’^ffSRR fRfRR IR 5pf?RR ’^^RR ijf fR^rlfr^F'S 

(Tl^R temjKirary ( RRft^ ) RRl I 

T^iRR ^£j^ Rtr r fRfto^ ^'^1 3Rtn •7iVr?3 rr 

?FtR R ! rt'i^, 3rt<R-5R. ^iitsrRt, 5fT*t ^R‘n ^fi -'.TO RR’I 

TRR Tt?R ^f^RR‘t «ftBRl RRRSljjD 

(R^ TtlR ’9ftBrrrR Rf?^ RfelR I RtdR R R ^T'RI 

fRR«( Rr ^1 ^n 3RR ^ ^RR CTO ^HTTO "Rl" ’Pto 

^11 I T?tR 0 R N>s f^nn:«R ^tofe 3tri ^rf» «<TtR n3R 

CTOR®f fVj ^ ^{mi TO 3R ’T:RTt<f^ ipjR 3Rl 8\ ^filUl 
^trs RTR^TI R^ 3*^ (RR TOR ^Rmft 

to 4 ^ftn finrRtt Rtto ’rh ?r 1 < 4 ? %r 5 rttto^ ^toR 

^(to ?rtn5 RTc^ I SRntrtiR Rft R to# frot 

’pftto Rtt 3 ’FRR'O Rfto TO R 1 ’^Hl ^!TOn ’T^RT^ 
vpjR TO"^ ^toR I 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee. 

TN Hon’blf Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERiEE: Sir. may 1 have 
a little time of five minutes to move my amendment h* I want this little 
time to consider whether or not this Bill will go before the Select Committee. 
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: All right. In the meantime any other member may 

speak. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: 

tar^ ^ cmiz i ^ 

’«nc‘5t« ^ffTSR, ^TrsTO^, ^ I ^ tr^r^ c^j 

4 TOTH ft^5 ^ f^TR^ tfS^T^ C\5Tr^ f^tfRS TOII^ #n 

tfTOTreft 's^pn (7r im i 

r^F ^ rrro i ^ f»nra?^ i bt^ wftrnfr 

tfW ^ (TT rr^rf^ ^mc- (^ttor ^Vs vfinfTft 

r^i 5ci 

tr^ ^ ^ ’ii’^n ’irirrs ’’jtT 

(TTotr’I C-^rCB «£I^* tfS^ ^Tl (??rn5 C'-rrB. f%1?i ^ ^ 

'5US f^fnrfesT — “^mr ^ rroB f:^ -vr^ rsFi fVftjT<tnni 

5^‘t 4?r* “tf* ^ ^rmar w^‘'f. fV^ nfe 

^vf'T ^ mr^ TR t'-tfr^ ttob i (?nr^ fVfi ?m:5 

fV’^ ^^R iiaf «ftsr;n^ ^ jpfff fTF^s^it. C^nf^ ^TTtf^ FT^T) I ^ "URTI 

arf®- cvfic^ ^ trrn jQ^ 4t5n 

^] , «fRT arrn i ^vi^t 3R Sci c^tc»r3 

Rfr tj'^R ^ ^ *^1 1 rj*'^ Set c'WS an Pr 

^•R an an Pfi e^r ^ 'nR? Tvfi i d -eire^.f t|^R ^ftsF^n »Rtn 

Sftis I '^rt^ -^rtRR .i]3Ft^ ^mi ’*ireB i ’artfar n’gets 

(R ’STRS r^i^n tfFl ! f^arSl C!i'"n CafTR ^fRaF ^^FRUI r?R ; <ije^ 
n^ 'Sl^ ZZl‘Cm TRT ;jlO ‘ijaj* C!i’‘t>.li TTR iij^ 

(R*n r’r5 itR^ ^11 3R 3?^ i,TO 31 TateuS I Rsften R^ttrar 

Tim Sfci: I 'Jl arfi'* ^ ZTJ 3Trr?^ ^ ^FRl O^IR Vft3f^ eif^ 

an I 3tR^ rn; Fiaj I >|fj» 51^ ?n:i< arm 3nR c*fcl 

-aTt^ar r^'^i:^ •nt5j3T (R ^ijartVar -'^r3«r"e?‘S ^ 

ar’^rsar, R ^f-RR ^ ^ (i vf^tVI f^t^ 

JR^ftC^R Pm ITReB— Pn C^ ?pf-RR SRI ^a^fv^Tj ^ 

(TT^ #T?iR ^ r*!R oqaf: vij^^r artStaj# arRRTPf ^nnr ifr i 

c^Rfs *aRR 5t^ ^tfr sjic'i I a^^nTTf c*^tcR fVpPf wt^^tR m, Sbb Tf 
(RteR cam ^ff^ an i wf^ (yn^^ ufjf^ rwpt vnr man arm 

5^3 iR: ftR ^ STfs i 

The motion of Mauivi Abdul Hakim that the Bengal Bent Redurtion 
(TemjK)rarv Broviaions; Bill, 1^(1, be referred to a Select (.'omroittee 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 
rj) Mr. G. Morgan. r.i.E., 

(3) Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas, 
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(4) Mr. Shahedali, 

(5) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, 

(6) Mauivi Ahdul Hamid Shah, 

(7) Mauivi Ilajibuddin Tarafdar, 

(8) Mauivi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

( 9 ) Mauivi Muhammad Israil, 

(10) Mauivi Abdul Latit Biswas, 
fll) Mr. Ahmed Hossain, 

(12) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Anwarul Azim, 

(Id) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad, 

(14) Khan Salieb Mauivi Md. liasanuzzaman, 

(15) Mr. Maqbul Hosain, 

(lb) Mauivi Abdur Razzak, and 
(17) Mauivi Abdul Hakim (the mover), 

with instnudions to submit their report by October dl, 1943, the number 
of members bjrmin;^ the (pnuum bein^r five, was then put and agrreed to 

Tha Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Maulei MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, I liegr to iiio\e that the Benjral 
Tenancy (Amendment » Bill. 1J140. be continued under the provis(' to rule 
19(i?) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The motion was then put and u^ived to 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAILS I be^*' also to move that the said Bill 
be referred to a Select rommittee <‘onsisti!ig’ of — 

(1) flic lloii’lde Minister in cliarp* of the Ke\eiiue llepaitmeiit, 

(2) Ml. Ahmed Hos.suiu, 

(•{) Mr. Vusut Ali Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Maiibul Hossain, 

(d) Mauivi Abdul Hakim (Mymeusinjrh), 

(6) Mr. Mirzu Abdul Hafiz, 

(7) Mr. Fazliir Rahman, 

(8) Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal. 

(9) Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, 

(10) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, and 

(11) Mauivi Muhammad Israil (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by dOth June, 194d, the numWr 
of members forming the quorum being five. 

Sir, I Wg to submit that T could not obtain the consent of Mauivi Abdul 
Latif Biswas and Mr. Pulin Behary Mullick, so their names may be 
omitted from the list. 

Sir, in moving this Bill I Wg to submit before the House that the 
object of this Bill is to reduce rent permanently and thereby relief of a 
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peratanent character is driven to the tenants. It will Ive quite apparent 
from the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill that 1 have j^iven 
notice of the Bill after poiu^ throug'h the recommendations of tlie liJind 
Revenue Commission. Sir, the Bill has been based on the main rmun- 
mendations with regard to the tidlowin^ subject^ The Land Revenue 
Commis.sion in its Report, Volume I, pa^e 74. stated as follows: — 

*‘The economic difficulties that esist in Beny:al today arc j>rimarily due 
to the everincreasing pressure of j>opulatiou on land.” 

On page 8<I, the rommissi(»n sa\s: *‘\Ve c(»nsider that the pressure of 
population on the land is the ultimate cause oi Bengal’s economic troubles.” 
Section 2d putjs two definite clogs on the u.se of the on upanev holdings and 
section 2’} is the operative section thereon. The estahlisiiment of a fuH, the 
erection of a shop, a godown, u mill (tr u faetory render the holdings liable 
for the i)enalty provided in this se<*tion, i.e., ejertment 

Now, Sir, section.s 2'I and 2"> of the present Bengal lenanc\ Act 
provides that as soon as a factory, a shof). a godown, or a mill is erected 
in an oc(*uf)ancy holding, it becomes liable to ejectment. Now, us regards 
the agTicultural pofuilation, due to pressure on land there i.s a vast surplus 
of them, an«I so if they under neressitv .set up a shoj) or a g(Mlown or a mill 
or a factory in an occupancy htdding, it becomes liable to ejectment, 
because tlie previous intention of the holding was that it w«*nld be used 
only for agricultural purp(we'' and as soon as the original purpose is ('bunged, 
it become.^ eje( table Sir, accoiding to the recommendation of the Revenue 
Commission and aNo so tar a*» our own experience goes we find that it has 
become abs.dutely nece^sar> that the tenant should l>e given the right to 
establi-ih or to erct't a shop, or a gitdown or a mill or a factory it 1 

ran s<> manage in hi-' (»\vn ocMipanc\ holding So, to enable them sections 
2d and 2o ^houId be atnerxlcd a<cordiiigl> and 1 have proponed an amend- 
ment in secti<ui 2’i and aL(» in section 2') to eft»*(t these changes These 
restrictions arc grt*at handi<'a[>.'' in the spread (»f suhsidiary (»('(’upation 
among the vant agricultural jmpnlation. So it is high time that these 
restrictions should be removetl from tlie Statute Book 

The insertion of the words ‘*or equitable” in section has been 

made according to the ret'Oinmendutioris of the Rt'venue Commission in 
page 139, volume 1, whiidi runs t<dlows : “We think that when there 
is a marked fall in the |>rice of agrieultiiral pnMluce it is desirable to 
compare prices at shorter than 10 years. It has been proposed to remedy 
this defect by adding the words or equitable’.” In the present Bengal 
Tenancy Act it is provided that rent <annot he reduced unless there is a 
fall in the price of the ugri( ulmrai produce f(»r continuous 10 years. 
Sometimes there i.s a ri'*^* for •> year*» and there is a fall for •''> years. So, 
teoftntn cannot get an\ lK*nefit therefrom. My Bill propri’^es to insert the 
word ‘*or equitable” bo that the ( ourt may be (jiiipowered to give relief to 
the tenants in caae of fall of pri«e of agricultural produce even for a 
ihorter period than 10 years. 

17 
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By the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act of 1938 the enhancement of 
rent was suspended for 10 years pending an enquiry by a competent 
authority to decide whether enhancement of rent could be permanently 
abolished. 

Now, the House will remember that by the amending Act of 1938 the 
House agreed and a legislation was passed to su'spend the enhance- 
ment of rent for 10 years only and 5 years have already passed. My Bill 
jiroposes that so lar as the reduction of rent is c(uicerned there are several 
sections in the present Bengal Tenancy Act to abolish that section so that 
the reduction may be permanent. The rommission in page 15, volume 1, 
states as bdlows: “The ('ouri of Directors wiote, it is ^ an object of 
fierpetual settlement that it should sec ure to the great body ol ratyats the 
same eijuity ancl c’ertainty as to the amount c>f their rent and the same 
iinclisturhed enjoyment of the fruits of their industry which we mean to 
give to tfie zvinnulnrs them.selves 

In page Hi of volume 1 it goes on to say, “The intention of the 
Jh-rmanent Settlement was thei'efore to confirm the KhudhJtost nnyats in 
fheir existing customary rights and to ])To\ide against enhaiirement heNoiid 
ixryand rates and against urhitrary exactions”. So it is apparent from 
the uhc»ve observations that eiihancconent of oc<u}ianc\ lent was 

not contemplated hy the Permanent Settlement ancl lienee like* nhinih.'i or 
illegal exactions tiie sooner it goes the better for the countr> . 

It appears from tlie recomniendaticui of the Bcveniic ('ominission that 
HO far as enhancement ot rent is (‘oncerned the Ih'iniancnt Settlement only 
con fern (dated enhanc'eineiit uj> to the ptryniui rate The- prryana rate of 
rent, as haM just now lieeii suggested hy Mr. Abdul Hakim, does not go 
heycuid 8 annas or 10 annas, or even less than tliat — J annas or 3 annas 
per acre. According to the Permanent Sottlfineiit and tlie cd)servation 
contained therein enhancement of lent was prartically illegal and without 
any authority. So, the section >\hich givt*s the powoi , nanic]\, section 38 
has been amended in ac'cordama* with the* recommc'ndations of \hv Heveuue 
Commission contained in pages 140 and 138 of \(dunie 1 wherein it says, 
“VVe rec'ommend that such deductions should he mado through the agency 
of Hevenue Oflieers.” Section 3,8 o\ the Teiianc*\ A( t would have to be 
amended to deal with Mich canes in areas to he notified b\ the Government. 

We recommend that a new Mih-cdause .should he added in section '18 of 
the* Tenancy Act in order to allow reductions of rent on the ground that 
the' existing rate of rent is substantially higher than the (uevailing rate. 

Now, there is a provision in section 31 of the present Bengal Tenancy 
Act which provides that there cun be reduction of rent on the ground that 
the existing rate of rent is substantially higher than the prevailing rate. 
So far as my experienee goes, in the civil court nobody has up till now 
obtained any reduction in rent under this particular section. 
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From a perusal of paragraphs 178, 189 and 197 of the report of the 
Commission, volume 1, it appears that the homestead land is exemjd from 
assessment in all the provinces which the Commission visited. So Bengal 
should not be denied this jirivilege enjo\ed by other provinces uniformly. 

If we read the Commission’s report it appears that so far as homestead 
land of the agriculturist is concerned it is cntireK tree fioin any assess- 
ment. So while it is the case in all othei proximo s, Bengal alone should 
not be singled out and Bengal should have the benefit uhich the (»ther 
pioxinces are now enjoying. 

So, 1 beg to state that tlie pro\i>i(*n.s that I ha\e wanted to inc«*i jMitale 
in my Bill ure all tor the Inuietit ol the tenants and also the\ do m>t 
militate against tlie inteiests ot tiie landlonls so niucli because tin* piesent 
provision reiiuircs that these things must be einlxidied and enacteil in a 
Bill sn that the tenants ina> have a subsidiarx occupation to imumxc tlicir 
condition. 

I, th(‘ielor<‘, hope that my Bill xxill he ac<'ep(ed hy the Ilon'lde Minister 
in cliarge and the party supporting them als(» xxill lend llieir HU)»poH it. 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. ( haitman, 
Sir, 1 move b\ xxa> of amendment that the Bill he ie-» ii l ulatcd for the 
puijiose (»f eliciting fnrthcr ofonion thereon by the Mist l)e( eiiilM'! , BtfM. 

Mt. ( liairman, Sii, this Bill has ha<l a cloMpieiecl cart'd It xxuk 
circulated for information <»n a niotitui carrietl throug’h tin' Bi'iigal Legis- 
lative Assemhly on tlie tlth September, 1940. Associations and public 
Ixalies xxere consulted bx the As.seinhlv. Out of b <ml> 4 expressed their 
xiexxs and all ot them xxcic against the provisions ot tin* Bill. 

The Bill, Sii. seeks to piovitle for the following uiafterM: 

First, it seeks to reireal seefitm of the Bengal Tenant y Act. As ytru 
inoxx, Sir, it jrrovides that an occuj>anc\ roiijat may use liis land in any 
manner which tloes not materially impair the xuluc of the land or rentier 
it unfit for the jnir)H»scs of the tenancy. 

Secondly, my honourable friend seeks by his Bill ttj repeal ‘cclioji 
Section 25 is a section xxliich lays down the grtomils on xxliich an oecupancy 
rmyat may be ejccleti frtun his holding, 

Bv the third series t>f amendments my Imnouralde friend seeks to repeal 
sectioD.s 29. dO, dlA, dlB, dd and d7 of the Bengal Tenancy A< t rtdating 
to enhancement of rent. 

By the fourth series of amendments my honourable friend seeks ainend- 
raent of sections dl, d2 and d8 st> as to ctmfer additional rightn ujMm the 
raiyats to reduction of rent. He furthermtire seeks to insert a new 
section to provide that the homestead area of the occupancy raiyfU lie 
exemptexl from rent and the rent of the holding comprising a homestead! 
be reduced to that extent. 
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These, Sir, are proposals of a far-reaching character, and pending 
decision on the question of the recommendations of the Floud Commission, 
I propose that the Bill be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting further 
public opinion. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, may I be allowed to reply to 
the points just now raised by the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. L^rail, it is not permissible to reply 
at this stage, but you can rise on a point of personal explanation. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I have asked that my Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee, and the Hon'ble Minister has proposed by way of 
amendment that the Bill be re-circulaterl. Sir, the Bill w’as once 
circulated. Now he has raised certain points in favour of re-circulation 
and I want to reply to those points. As the mover of this Bill T think I 
have got ihe right of reply. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no such precedent that you can 
reply when the Hon’ble Minister has finished his speech You c-an only 
8j)cak by way of explanation. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Whatever that may be I want to say 
this: the Hon’ble Minister has said that the changes to be effected in the 
Bill are of a far-reaching nature, but if the Horrble Minister goes through 
the Statement ot Objects and Reasons attached to this Bill 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: On a point of 

order, Sir. gt*[^ <i point of explanatiouvi] ^ 

I ^ i 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I h a\e permitteil him to exj)laiii only the 
points raised bs the Hon’ble Minister and not to make a speech. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: If the Hon’ble Minister goes 
through the Stattuueiit of Objec ts and Reasons attached to the Bill he will 

find that so far as thi^ Bill is concerned, it lias been based upon the 

recommendations of the Land Revenue Commivssion which has been 
presided over by no leSvS a person than Sir Francis Floud who was imiiorted 
from Canada and England and whose services had to be requisitioned by 
His MajesU’s Government. The Commission was presided over by a man 
of that calibre and the provisions of my Bill are based upon the recommen- 
dation of that august Inidy which worked for two to three years. I think 
no Useful purpose will be .server! by re-circulating the Bill again, because 
it is based upon the recommendations of a body which obtained the opinion 
of the country. The recommendations were under circulation in the 
country for a long time and i>eople also expressed their opinion. Not 
only that, the Bill was again circulated for eliciting opinion thereon and 
the Hon’ble Minister will see that the opinion was all in favour of the 
passage of this Bill. Nobody expressed any opinion that the Bill should 
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not passed. So I think it is only the obstructive jwdioy or rather the 
shelving policy of the present Ministry just to please the laud-owning 
class that he has not agreed to the proiK.sal. There is no other ground for 
his opposing my motion. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 1940 . be re-cir< ulated for the purpose 
of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 'list Mav. 194 : 1 , was then put 
aDd agreed to. 


The Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1940. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Xnw will (■<‘nip I'Uik to the FiMlierien 
Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sii this Bill 

has heeu drawn uji on the inotlel of a Bill, ii^ staled in tht‘ Stat(‘iiH*nt of 
Ohjeets and l^‘ason^, intnidined in the Assenild\ 1>\ Mr Nan*ndt‘umith Das 
(mj)ta in Bhu with ((‘rtain additions aiol nn*tlifit’atitins. It } were to svini 
up. the ^,^lient teatiires <d the Bill uoiiM la-— 

{h No ti-sheiy slioiihl l>e s<‘ttletl t<* an\ ]>t‘ison ctlni than a fishennuii 
• •r a fo-opcr at i ve fishermen s s(.rip|\ tf|^»'iHt»"red uinler A» I .\ M 
ot BtllJ ito a term ot lt>s than three \ears. 

{J} J he st'ttlenient of a fishery slnoild ffdlow, in tht* main, the 
piineiples hud down in ('hapter X "t tho Bmigal TiTiunry Art. 

(J) The truant ot a fishery making pauneitt <d rmt shall hi* entitled 
tn a receipt. 

{4 f Inteir-f on aiieais t>f ront shouhl he •’>] per rent, per annum. 

{•h No fre-h st'ttlenient fd (io\ernment fishery ehoiihl he made after 

the e.\pir\ td the existing settlement and an\ fir^hennan or a 
hisht'imen’s ('o-opeiati\f Stiriet\ shall he entitled to eatt h fish 
without (lauiient of reiif s»r witlooit entering irit^i any new 
setlirment with the fT<»\erninent. 

>6) An\ tenant ot a hshrrv, whether (d (tovtu niiient or td pri\ate 

pTopiielor who lodils the saint' fjsher\ for twtd\t* roiiMt'ciitive 
ye, Us, -hall not he liable to 1 m* ejetted ex< rftt (Ui the giound <d 
liis reiusal to ]>ay rent. 

{7 ) l‘a\meiit ot illegal res-es and ulni arc to he ah*dis!ied am! the 

exaction fd such tihnah-< -hould he pen.ilist fi. 

My h onoiirahle friend, th** -ptui-or ot tin* Bill, h.i- in his Statement of 
Ohjeets and Hras<.n< stated that the Bill has been intrtMlueed with a view 
to ratitmalise the settlement td fisheiit*H on tin* hasj- <»t lair and efpiilahle 
rent anti stabilise tin* fish irnlustrv whifh t<»rms a vit.al jfait of the ecftriornic 
Ktructiire <tf the pro^inre. Arettrdinir <o him if the Bill in pawsefl info 
law, it will Wiiefit the j>ropriett»rs as well nji th** ratchets. The pr<»prietx»r» 
will receive regular ainl stable rentn, while the catihertt will he sa^etl from 
illegal and unju.st iiiipositioiiB. 



MO NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. [19th Fm»,, 

After the Bill was drafted, Government appointed a Special Officer. 
'That Special Officer has submitted his report. I am not differing from 
the Statement of Ohjecta and Rea.sons made by my honourable friend, 
namely, the stabilisation of the fish industry, but on the basis of the report 
of the Sfjccial Officer it may be found necessary for Government to intro- 
duce a more com])rehensive legislation. If that is the decision of Govern- 
ment, then Government will carry that decision into effect. Meantime I 
anj not opposing reference of the Bill to the Select Committee as proposed. 

The nxition of Mr. Atul f’handra Kumar that after the name of 
Mr, Amrita Lai Mandal the following be added — 

Mr. Sfiahedali, 

Mr. Dhananjfjy U<»y, 

Bui Bahadur Jogesh (’hamlra Sen, 

Kazi Abul Masud, 

Mr. Atul Chandra Sen, 

Mr. .1. U. Walker, and 
Haji Safiruddin Ahmed, 
was therj put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal, as amended 1)\ Mr. Atul Chandra 
Kumar, that the Bengal Fisheries liill, 194-0, be referred to a Select ('om- 
inittee lamsisting of — 

(1) the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue l)e[>artmeiit, 

(IL Mr. Impend ra Nath Edbar, 

(.‘L Mr. Syed Hasanuli (’huudhury, 

(4) Mr. Monomohau Das, 

(')) Mr. Mirzu Abdul Hafiz, 

(0) Mr, ('hum ('handra IL*y, 

(7) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(8) Muulvi Muhammad Lsruil, 

(!L Mrs. Heiiuiprova Majumdur, 

(10) Mr. Amrita Jail Mandal (the m(»ven. 

(11) Mr. Sliahedali, 

(IJ) Mr. Dhananjoy Roy, 

(L‘l) Rai Bahadur .L*gesh (’liandra Sen, 

(14) Maulvi Kazi Abul Masml, 

(lo) Mr. Atul Chandra Sen, 

(Hi) Mr. J. R. Walker, and 
(17) Haji Safiruddin Ahmed. 

with instructions to submit their report by June 1943, the numlier of 
meinWrs forming the (luorum being five, was then put and agreed to. 

Th« Bengal Medical (Amemlmant) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Medieal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be continued under the proviso to rule 
19(2) of the Bengal 1 legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I bef? to move that the Ben^l 
Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting? of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister in char^v of the Piiblii Health and Iah'uI 

Self-(Toverniiient Department , 

(2) Dr. Sanaiillali. 

(3) Khan Sahib Jasimuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz. 

(0) Mr. Syed Abdul Majidi, 

(6) Hai Bahadur Joire>h ('luuidra Sen. 

(7) Bai Sahib Kirit Iihu>an 

(8) Mr. J. \V. ('hippendale, 

(9) Khan Baliadiir Molianimed Ali, and 
(19) Mr. Anukul (’handra Das (tiie mo\eri, 

with instructions t«i submit their report b\ tlie 31, st December. 1943. tlie 
number of members formin^^ the (luorum bein^r fivt* 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, 1 to move by way of amend- 
ment that after tln‘ name (d Mr. Anukul ('handia Das the following? names 
be added — 

(1) Mr. W. A M. Walker. 

(2) Dr. Sliarat Chandra Mukherii. 

(3 1 Dr. (bdiinda Chandra Bhowmii'k, 

(4) Mr. A.simuddin Ahmed. 

(5) Dr A M. Malik, 

(6) Khan Bahadur Dr Syed Muhammad SiddiiiUe, and 

(7) Mr. l‘u>pajit Banna. 

Sir. I have p't their consent. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir. I accept the namt's prop(»sed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir lietore tins motion 
is put, may I say a tew words with rejrard to the proponed legislation ^ Tlie 
object of the Bill is to amend section 17 of the Ben(?al Medical Aid so as to 
extend the jirivilejre (d re^^istration t(» the following? ( lasses of persons who 
are not entitle<l to In* registered at present, viz. — 

(1) any per.son who lodds a degree or diploma or (‘ertificate tnun any 

university, college <»r sch(K»l (subse<iuently i approved by the 
Council and who wu.s practising the western system of medicine 
on the day the Bengal Medical Act came into tona*. i.c,, on the 
27th May, 1914; and 

(2) any person who was trained in an unrecognised medical institution 

(which was recognized afterwards) and joined the medlenl profes- 
sion l>efore the enforcement of the memWr's Bill provided he 
passes a special examination such as the Council may lodd for 
ihe purpose. 

As regards persons in class (1; persons were allowed a full opportunity 
to Qualify themselves for registration by sitting at the final examination 
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for the lioentlafeship within two years from the constitution of the State 
Medical Faculty. This concession was extended with the sanction of the 
Oovernnient of India up to the examination held in November 1916. 

The unsuccessful candidates at the Final Licentiate Examination held in 
November, 1916, who appeared under the transitory provisions and failed in 
not more than two subjeets were admitted up to and including the first 
examination in 1919 without being re(|uired to receive instructions in the 
subject or subjects in which they tailed. This concession was further 
extended up to the examination in November, 1919; so that the majority 
ot this class of students received this concession for a period of about five 
years. Students of the Belgachia Medical School, who joined the school in 
191.‘{ and passed the Final I^xamination of that institution* in 1917, were 
permitted to appear at the Final Examination of the State Medical Faculty 
without being re(iuired to undergo an\ further training up to the year 1924. 
It will b<‘ seen therefore that ]^erson^ traine*] in medical institutions, who 
came to practise prior to the year lf)14, were not automatically brought on 
the legister, but were allowed to >it at the Final Licentiate Examination o1 
the State Me<lical Faculty and that sufficient opjtortunity ^^as gi\en to these 
men to <jualify for legistiation. This Hill necks to jirovide tlhit the privilege 
of registrati»»n should now, after 2S years, be extemled to niich persons 
who failed to a^ail tliemsehen of the o]>]»ortunity given undt*r the transitory 
provisions. This ouglit to be borne in mind before the Hou^e decides eithei 
way whether the Stdect ('ommittee should be ai)])ointed or not. 

As r<‘gardH iiersons in category the t^roponal viitually amounts to 
allowing persons trained in unrecog'iiised institutions to sit at the Final 
licentiate Examination of the State Medical Faculty. 

I am not opposing the motion f<»r a lefeience to the Select (’ommittee, 
with instructions to submit their report by the dlst Def'ember, I94d. Hut 
it is necessary that the Sele<’t r«»mmittee should embark ujmii their labours 
with their «‘yes o])en having legard to the facts which I have ]>biced before 
the H oime in order that the Hill might be given sU( h •']ja]>e in the Selei t 
(\)mmittee as will lie consonant with tiiose fact*<. 

1 accept the motion with rt-gaid to the Select ('ommittee. 

The motion (»t Mr. Atnl Lhandra Kumar that after the name of 
Mr. Anukul Fhamlra Das the t(db*winir naiMe‘< be added : — 

{]) Mr. W. A. M. Walker, 

U*) Dr. Sharat (’hundia Mukherji, 

(d) Dr. (lobindu Chandra Hhowmiek, 
t4) Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed, 

Dr. A. M. Malik, 

{(L Khan Haha*lur Dr. Syed Muhammad Siddiijue, and 
(7; Mr. Huspajit Hanna, 

w«« then put and agreed to. 
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The motion of Mr. Anuknl Chandra Da8, aa Anended, that the Bengal 
Medical (Amendment) Bill, 19^7, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Health and l.ocal Self- 

Government Department, 

(2) Dr. Sanaullah, 

(3) Khan Sahib Jasimnddin Ahmed, 

(4) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz, 

(5) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chan<lra Sen, 

(7) Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan Das, 

(8> Mr. ^J. W. Chippendale, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, 

(10) Mr. W. A. ]\f. Walker, 
ill) Dr. Sharat ('hatidra ^fukherji, 

(12' Dr. Gobinda Cliaiidra Bliowmijk, 

(Id) Mr. A-'immIdin .\bmed, 

(14) Dr. A. M. Malik, 

(I-^) Khan BahaduT Dr. Syed Muhammad Siddi'jue, 

(l(i| Mr. Puspajit Banna, and 

(IT t Rai Sahib Anukul ( handra Da^ (the nn.xer'. 

T^ith instruc(i(tns to ‘<ubmit their n*j>oTt b\ tin* dUt Defembei. 1943, the 
number ot members torming the (juorum beijjg fi\e was tlien ]>ut and agreed 
to. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* At this stage, mav we humbly request 
you, Sir, to permit ity mutual agreement the introdmtion oi a number of 
Bills betor»* otlo'F*' whirli aie tn be iet« rr»‘d to the St'let t ( \»ni tii i t t«*e ; other- 
wise there will he a ma^‘'a< re nt iiin<»'ents as it 's kimwii in th*- pailia- 
ineiitary language. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr Sanyal, 1 <’annni change the (udei of 
balhit. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It ih only loi introduction, Sir. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: W e alto agree to that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: rnd.-r the luleM the or.lei ol loiority as 
determined by tbe ballot ^llall }»e final. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: By agr^-emeiif, tlje Speaker < an g^ive 
precedence to Bills. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It you in**]..! f -liall •^ee wliat (an be done. 
But I understand that it is the intention of the House to t hne today at 
6-30 p.m. 

Df. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is there any objection to tbe mere 
introtluction of a number ot Bills which have Wn waiting for a long time^' 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEARED: All riKht. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment. ) 

Supply of petrol to members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, as the prayer 
time is not yet over I think you will permit us to g-o on with our business 
without ruisiny^ the (juestion of (juoriim. I should in the mean time like to 
en<juire v\hat arrun^nmjent> liave been made to arrange the supply of petrol 
to the honourable members of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As regards the supply of petrol we have 
taken every necessary step that is possible for the Assembly Department to 
tiike but (Government is still sitting (jvcr it. This time some members 
approached me fm this question and we have asked the Government to take 
steps s(j that each member owning a car may get one gallon of petrol daily 
instead of halt u gallon daily as at pre.sent 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I have seen an order which allows the 
members ot tin* other House m(>re petrol than what we have been getting,^ 
and I should like to know why this discriminatory treatment is meted out 
to tlie members of our House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Perhaps because the other one is the House 
of l/ords! 

ThB Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee (onsisting of — 

(I) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 

(?) Maiilvi Abu II<>ssain Surkur, 

(0) Muulvi Asimuddin Ahmed. 

(4) Muulvi Rajibuddin Taratdar, 

{")) Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea, M.n.F., 

((i) Mr. (f. M(»rgan, (m.f.., 

(7) Muulvi Muhammad Israil. 

(8) Muuluna Md. Manirux/.uman Islamabadi, 

(IM Muulvi Abdul Hakim ( Mymensinghi, 

(10) Babu Kshetra Nath Singhu, 

(II) Mr. Md. Abul Fa7d. 

(I?) Khan Sahib Muulvi Hasanuzzaman. 

(Id) Muulvi Abdur Razzak. 

(14) Mr. Puspajit Burma, 

(15) Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed, and 

(IG) Mr. Maqbul Hossain (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by the dOth June, 1943, the number 
of members forming the quorum being five. 
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Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYALs On a point of order, Sir. The honour- 
able member cannot insert new names without first taking your consent. 


DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I have ^iven mv consent. 

Mr. MAQBUL HUSAIN : Mr. Dt*puty Sjicaker, Sir. 

Vij? (7r >T^Cf I f5j^ 

^ 51] <5 House 4 :it^?] 

of^l I vilf f^TcTJrf^ SC^*iT. Tf^ fV 

rtcs <tTr?j RFP. sjf% sf.pm 

rtrz ^ 

^ Prq' c*5t*l iT^TYtrf^ ^’ »(-?]- 

TJ Rrf“I? ^ I rW'l 

i sit 

^5^tT5 fe=f^ y5ti; ?p3n rt'^nz^ (yt 

o^c^ tfm ?rrr] '^tt] rf r*; oc\ ^tri 

tfs^ ^13^1 '^KT \ frr^^Pjfjj'i «fT7^ ''5iti''i?i 

^ I tfs'tT? '^tt^ T5T5r<5 3W (H ^77u 

^ i r'svr^ 3tnTr*f f^i ^^trr? «tc^ 

cn «ns^at^v:n -^tmc5 '4tPf^z^ rtc^r «ft3^jrT^ 

fsfip I ^ nm 07 V'f) ^tsnrfJT fEnaF^rlr f^rcv^ 

ziz^ if:rT^ri f^fiPTffr ^f^cz rtc^ I 
^:)00 'fyf oi c^tz ^ rt^izz; -ftm 

TJrr^ni c^rs -^50^^ ^t^hj o 7 «n5'?n ztr^^ S^t-r wy ^rtri ?ro7 

iSPrf^ ^5^ <rf^T i 

HPiPi 

610 ^ I 'ifTtfti: fTTS] ift^ ^finri m 

^0 ■^irf^ ^TI 5TfllC5) I 

g’grm '3fr?t^ irb <frTO or '5r5ri uzrs div, 

^ I ^fV^ f^Tzm^i <ft7f5 y\7i/ w^ r^irtf^s?: 

nrftw^n Rf ^rtir ^ i -i)?^ fr^r rTcsr 

iffirc?? ort^ ^ cfrJ^ onc'-t ^f^r? 'o -rfir^ 

wtfl sfftaFin 5 T?p:^ ^tfsTTi ?rto7 1 

^ fTFa '« CTO^ it9i BFft 5Tc5t *»#N c^rfwlT 

CKtV^ ^ S^ (TTtfrl f«^C3 rt'TT I ^A*s ^ C^trtS*! vtft rtc«!t 

wfty jll <TfW gt s tc ^ 3rfiT5i ^«fT 5tC5| I fefiF Wf wft f^ifTl rtt^ Pn?ftl fm 

^n ’ipf m?c^ wfVm^ (m^ c^rtfPi f^us rtcw i cFrfffi*i 
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yfirei ■!f«fT I *jw? c^rflSi 

ygyf? *t=» oo fron ^in >rtfit5T i ’Tf^ c^rtf^ wift? oo 

^•n cfPi '!(M5rj 5 'rffSt^r ?Rn ^ yy i5t?i fit?! «ltfiNr 
''1‘f? jjy; $yi wfJtsfy Jiy; tfy=y tfHi'sfC't? 5<t? y^cy i 

AdjMirnment 

The House was then adjourned a< 7-8 p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 
20th hebruary, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Cub utU. on Saturiiuy. the 
20th February, at 10 a.m. 

PresMit: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr, Syed J\lvlui)I)I.n Hasiiemyi in the Chuir. 
5 Hon'ble Ministers and 171 member^. 

Non-ittemlinM of Minisfors. 

Kliifl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Deputv Speaker, Sir, before 
you begin (piestions I want to draw your attention to one faot. In spite of 
vehement protest Saturday w'as fixed for a meeting. I w'ould draw your 
attention to the fa<‘t that the (fovernment Bemdies art‘ empty and that shows 
the amount of courtesy with which members of the Opposition are treated 
Even the members of the Cabinet are absent 1 submit. Sir, that it is not 
fail to the members of the Opposition. 

YOUSUF MIRZA: There is still plenty of time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: They will soon come. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Relief to the cyclone<«frected people of the Chatal subdivision. 

*52. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: ( n Is the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that the people in the subdivision 
of Ghatal in the district of Midnapore have been victimised by the recf^rit 
cyclone and the tidal bore? 

{h) If the answer to {<i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state what sort of help Government have rendered for relief up 
to the present time? 

MINISTER in ehargo of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*blo 

Mr. Pramatha Nath Banorjot): (a) Yes. by the cyclone, but not so far as 
1 am aware, by the tidal bore. 

(/>) Gratuitous relief Rs. 2, 408 and agricultural btan Rs.78.fM)0. Besides, 
cloth and blankets have been distributed among the worst sufferers. 

Mr. P. BANERdI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether 
these cloths and blankets were purchased by Government or supplied to 
Government by philanthropic organisations? 
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The Hon’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE: In both the 
manner. 

Mf. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: May i enquire whether members of 

tlje repIe^entin^,^ that conHtituency will be permitted to render 

.help in the mutter of distribution? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Most certainly. 
I will webome the a‘'sist;ujce (»f my h(.nourible friend who represents that 
eofislituenev. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the !It>n’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the amount >[)ent b\ (ioveinment in thi** direc tion, I mean iiT the purchase 
of cloths and blankets? 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not ^^ot the 
figure here, but if the hono\iiable mc*»nber waiit.s the figure, the fi^rure will 
be Fiiade irvailable to him. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: ('annul the 11 on’bie Minister ^’’ive us an approximate 
idea of t he amount ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am sorry 1 can. 
not an apf)r<»ximate idea. 

Khen Blhedur MOHAMMED ALI: ( an the Hon'ble Minister ^ive an 
idea of the piece.s of cdoth and blairket distributed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE : Does the honour- 
al le member n fe’ to the paiticul.ii sululivi.sicm or the whole of the aflected 
a re, I ? 

Khen Bihndur MOHAMMED ALI: I mean the particular subdivision, 

( lhatal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am afraid I have 
net tin* ti«’ure here, hut if the honourable member wants the fi^’ures I 
can ^-i\e the inlormution later for the whole district, subdivision hv sub- 
(liMsion. union by union. 

Mr. KI8H0RI PATI ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what portion of Hs. I lakhs sain’tioned for test relief work has been 
sjient for the (thatal subdivisiem? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I submit, Sir, that 
the (piestum of the honourable member does not arise out of the main ques- 
tion, hut I shall certainly bw^k into the matter and if any test relief work 
is necessary in the subdivision it shall be provided for. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOO. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to iiate if he is in a position to pive the number of aflrri<'ultunst8 to whom 
this sum of Rs. 78,000 has been allotted? 
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Th* Hm*W« Mr. PRAMATHA NATH lANERJSit Ym, 1 shall ho in 

a position to do so but not this niorninjr. I have not jrot the iigure this 
luornin^r. 

Ml’* ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hou'ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether he is in a poMtion to j^ive us the number al.so with regard 
to the ^^rratiiitous relief!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I ^hall be 

in a position to jrive the tijrure but not this neirniiiir. 

Mr. ABOULLA»AL MAHMOOD: When can ue expect ity l)«>es the 
Ilon’ble Minister want a sejiarate notice? 

The Hon’lle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 ^hall j^rive the 

iiifonnation as early as possible. Xo separate notice is necessary. 

Transfer of a prisoner from a polios look-up. 

*•53. Babu A8HUT08H MALLiCK: Will the Hon‘ble Minister in 

charge of the Home Depaitmenl be j)lea.Ke4l to state wliether it is a fact that 
Mr. Dwijemlra Nath Das when taken fiom one pnlice lnck*u]) to another 
during night on the Mth .iiol l‘lth of December, llt-l'J. in a polim* motor van 
was taken out at 11 p.m. but did not leucb bis destination till after midnight? 

(h) If the answer to {<i) is in the aftirmutive, will tlie Hon’ble Minister 
(e jdea.sed to state the reason thereof? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Mo 

Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq) : I am unable to give any reply unless more detailed 
particulars about tlie alleged incident are gi\en. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, with regard to this answer the 
detailed partic ulais have already been gi\en, b<»cause the time and the date 
ha\e been given. I do not understand what m<»re iletailed particulars are 
wanted. The time and date and the name of the prisoner have been given. 
What further particulars does the Hon’ble Minister want? 

Tho Hon’bis Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T l»at will be for the cjuesfioner 
to con*'ider. If be cannot give any more particulars, I will )ia\p nothing 
more to say. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. my question has not been 
answered. What I want to know is what are the other particulars which 
the Horrble Minister desire to have in addithm to the name f»f the jirisoner, 
the date on which the incident took place and also the time. Whdt further 
particulars does he want? I^et him say that. 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the honourable member will 
read the -question he will find that it is extremely vague and indefinite. 
More data are wanted and instances must he mentioned. The honourable 
member does not know anything and is simply interrupting me. The 
member who put the question knows what further particulars are required. 
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Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROYl Will th% Hbti*ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is not a breach of rule to transfer a prisoner from one 
lock-up to another lock-up? 

The Hofi’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUt HUQ: Ordinarily, that would be so, 

but in this case there must be some cause which I cannot disclose. If more 
particulars are 1 shall g-ive a reply. 

Report of Tribunil for the release of security prisoners. 

•54. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
IS a fact that the Tribunal for review'ing the ca.ses of the security prisoners 
submitted its findings on the 27th August, 1942? 

(b) With reference to the replies given to starred question No. 61 on 
the 26th September, 1942, that “the Tribunal’s recommendations are under 
consideration” and to unstarred question No. 36 on the 30th September, 
1942, that “the matter is under consideration”, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government have arrived at any decision 
regarding the release of the security prisoners? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the result thereof? 

(d) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the decision is likely to be arrived at? 

(e) Have the Government accepted all the recommendations of the 
Tribunal ? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

((f) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) the number of security prisoners that have been recfmin)ende<1 for 
release by the Tribunal; and 

(ii) the number of security prisoners that have beet» released on th« 
recommendation of the Tribunal.*^ 

(h ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether all the security 
prisoners recommended by the Tribunal will be released? 

(i) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(j) Do the Government contemplate to communicate to the security 
prisoners concerned tlie recommendations that have been made by the 
Tribui al and the decision arrived at by the Government in each case? 

(k) If the answer to (;) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

TN HMl>bl« Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: [a) Yes. 

(b) The widespread campaign of sabotage and violence which followed 
<he ratification by the All-India Congress Committee of the Congress 
Worfring Committee Resolution on the 8th August, 1942, and the subsequent 
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artist of leading Congresjnnen ha8 introduced an entirely new faotitr in the 
situation and in the interest of public security, Government have been 
compelled to postpone consideration of the recommendations of the Tribunal. 

(c^ to (/), (h I and (i i Do not arise. 

(, 9 ) I jirepared to furnish this information iti tlie public interest. 

No. 

(1‘) I consider that tlie disclosure of the information would he against 
public interest. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With refererue to answer (f/) to the 
question “will the IIou ble Minister he pleased to state the number of 
security prisoners that have been recommended for release by the Tribunal, 
and the number of security prisoners that have betui released on the 
recommendation of the Tribunal.” may we be given further light as to 
how public interest would be jeopardised if these two pieces i>f information 
are given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May T point out. Sir, that if 1 
am advised that the (Hn) hi^iin- i'j against puhlic interest I have got nothing 
further to say. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN : With nd'erence to answer (h), do I 
uiidei .stand the Iloiride Ministei !<• .sa\ that the campaign of snlxitage and 
violence as sugge^teil in t)u* answer still continm*s? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Fortunately, it is almost at an 
end, and il llic present iiuprov enicnt contiiiues we will be able to take up the 
ci.nsideiatntn and make an announ' cniiMit as early as jiossihle. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased 
t'l state it the answer yi\en is nut his >wn hut th*‘ answer is us he has been 
udNised as he has ^.nd pist now 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am soiT\ the hommrable 
niemlno mi-sumlei sif>o(l no* Tlo* aiiswet is mine. As regards the inter- 
jiretatinn, sometimes when 1 am in doubt I consult my legal advisers and if 
1 am advised tliat the interpretatnm 1 have triven is the ccirrect interpri'ta- 
tion I act acc<irdinLrly. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My question is very Himjde. The 
question is: how many of the [)ri«oneis were re/ommemled for release? 7’'he 
Hon’hle Minister says that he cannot g'tve the infonnntion in the puldic 
interest, Gn a jioint of lirder. Sir, I w<»uld like you to give a ruling as to 
wdietlier a member is entitled to receive an answer to a question of this 
character simply if the Ilon’lde Minister .says: “I will not rejdy in the 
public interest”. I would like to know whether a member of the House has 
not a right to know wdiat puldic intere.st i.s jeopardised and in what respect 
it is jeopardised, because we feel that the men disclosure of the number of 
prisoners recommended for release cannot in any way jeopardise public 
interest. 

18 
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The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Since my honourable friend 
bas appealed to Mr. Deputy Speaker for a ruling, I may tell him that on this 
partir-uJar pf)irit, namely, the mere number I will give the information 
required. 

Mfi CHARU CHANDRA ROY: AYill the Hon’ble Minister tell this 
IIouHe whetlier these pri.soiiers, while they were in jail, committed any 
violence before they were recommended by the Tribunal for release and for 
that reason consideration of their cases was stopped? 

Thd Hon’bid Mr^ A, Kt FAZLUL HUQ: I do not suggest that the 
security prisoners committed violence while in custody. The position is that 
immediately after the recommendations were made lawlessness broke out. 
That introduced a new factor into the situation and this is a matter entirely 
wdthin the discretion of His Excellency the Governor, and in this matter 
we have also got to carry out the directions of the Government of India. 
Now it is not that they did any act of violence from day to day but the act 
of violence was prevailing throughout which introduced a new factor and we 
had to consider whether or not giving effect to the recommendntions of the 
C\)mmittee would not disturb the situation tliat has been existing. 

Mr, A, F, STARK: Will the llon’hle Minister he pleased to state if he 
accepts full responsibility for the reply stated to this (juestion? 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: I take the fullest n^sponsiliility 
for the reply that has been given. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Jlon'hle Mmistei be plea>e<l 
to state how long the detention would continue and even li this is a jircMuitne 
detention, as has been exjilained, what machinery has been devised by 
Government to see that these persons are not kept one day longer than is ielt 
by Government to be absolutely necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: The detention is not preven- 
tive. It is only jirecautionary. I can tell the honourable member that w© 
are actually taking into consideration the ([uestion of ('<jming to a final 
decision and announcing that to the public because there has been an 
im])rovem(‘nt in the pcditical situation Ifeing kejit in custody is a precau- 
tionary measure. As 1 have said, this has been done in consideration of 
certain factors to which I have referred. We have been considering, we will 
consider and we shall see that prisoners are mit kept in custody longer than 
is ab.solutely neces.sary. It may be that .s<ime detention is unjustified from 
the ordinary point of view, but these things do happen. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In connection with a question yesterday 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister used these wonls “preventive detention” and 
now he says it is not preventive. Of course, the difference between preven- 
tive and precautionary is very thin. Personally I do not understand the 
difference in language, but there is nothing to emphasise that it is not 
oreventive but precautionary. We would like to have a clear statement as 
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to wliea Government will wime to a tlefinite decision on this point so that we 
may know that prisoners may not he detained one day nmre than is felt by 
Government to be absolutely necessary. 

Th€ HiMl’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Am I expected to try and make 
out a distinction betwtnui j>re\enti\e aiul precautionary ^ As I understand, 
preventive means takin^’^ int'a'^nre'' so that soniethiniT ma\ be j)revented. 
Precaution is that somethin^^ is done in order that sometliinfjr may ni»t 
happen. There is ic.illv not min h ditterence. It is a distinction without 
a difference. As re^Mrds the other jurt <d the (j\n‘stion. I can only say that 
I know that I uouid he pilloried h\ <juesti4>ns ot this kind ainl I would like 
to escape from tin* situation h\ ;ri\in‘,^ an earl\ announcement. I sliall do 
my best to loojj^ intAj ilie matter ami make an »‘arly anmuincement . 

Left-over Questions. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, what a})out lefl-o\er ijuestionsf' 
Will they not he taken up todays 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I liave ^i\eii nistnn tioiis (<> ]>rint all the 
held-uver (jiiestions ami to circulate them to nienihers either on Monday or 
Tuesda\ , so that \<iu (an juil supjilemeiHa* \ <juesti<Mi,s from the juiiiied list. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: In initialinc llic coMM'ial discussion on tln‘ Hudt^et 
tills moinini.^ I catmot hut emphasise the ahnofnial situation in which we 
are uieeliiiij this moinifi;.' liete It is .i uell-kiHOMi fact that .Mahatma 
(himilii ulio is tlie iDosi iMifHUlant fiejsonalit \ in the presroit du\ India is 
lasting, ami lasiinc in a situation in uhnh then* ar** vei> trrn\e appreluui- 
sioiis iH'iJrardiiiL’" hi' life We are ineetin;/ toda\ under the shadow ol a parent 
ealastiophe whuh niij^dit happen ami which may (on\ulst* the leelini's of 
this countrs to a j^ieat extent. I do not wish to enter into the merits (»r 
deiiM'rits ot the detention ot M.iliatina (randlii at this sta>.re thoupi'h 1 wish to 
make it ahsolule!\ ( leai that we on this side of the Mouse do not a^r(‘e with 
the [uojuietv of Ills detention, hut on humanitarian yrrotinds e\a*n I would 
have liked, ami I hclie\e that e\er> body in this Mouse would liave liked tin* 
Gox'ernment to release Mahatma (jamlhi and to create an atmosphere in 
which there would have been a (diame for a peaceful .solution of the problems 
whicli are tnuildiiiL'’ this counir\ But it s(‘(*ins that the (iovernriient of 
India i.s determined to follow its policy of not releasin^r him which we 
consider to he entirely wioiiif. In sm h a .situation, we on this side of the 
House, owe an explanation to the M<mse as to why w'e, tlie rnemhers fif the 
(’on^ress ]*art\, have attended this session when we abstained from attend- 
ing' the session.s before. Sir, we, as representatives of the people, owe a 
dutv to our con.stituencies and to the country'. ITie Bud^ref which has been 
presented t<> thi.s House is a war time btirlj'ef and it fxrntains many things 
which have to he discufi.sed. We have however no inclination to discuss it 
in detail hut to touch it in its broad outlines and incidentally to explain the 
fundamentals of the policy of the Government. 
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Sir, the first thing which we notice regarding the administration al 
present is that what we expected at the advent of the present Ministry haj 
not been fulfilled. The (ieterioration that lias taken place in the administra 
tion of this i)rovin(e is very grave indeed. We find that there has been i 
seri(nis constitutional encroachment u{K>n the rights and liberties of th( 
peojde by the i)ureaucracy which governs this country and the Ministry if 
not taking ade(iuate steps to safeguard sucli rights and liberties of the people 
Oui first enij)hatic protest, wliich we wish to record, is that we cannoi 
tolerate any encroachment upon the Provincial Autonomy and on the right; 
and liberties to wdiich the people and their repre.sentatives were entitled tr 
by His Excellency the Governor of Bengal or by the j)ermanent bureaucracy 
w^hich I believe really governs this province at the pre.sent time. It is f 
w^ell-known fact that wdien the Congress tfK»k up the reins cf office in the 
provinces in 1937, an assurance was given by the Government of India that 
there w’ill be practically no encroachment upon the decisions of tht 
Ministry but that assurance bus b(‘en seriously set at naught and so mucli 
HO that Dr. Syamaprusad Mookerjee had to resign bis seat in the Cabinet 
I need iu)t r<‘pe!it what lias already been said on the floor of this Hosue bv 
liini. It is a well-known fact tliat Provincial Autonomy has now’ been 
reduced to a mockery. Tliere is practically no I’i»)\inMal Autonomy at 
jirescnl. 3'lie Ministers are being avm r idtlen even in then own spheres 
and they are swallowing the bumble jiie w'lmh ve cannot tolerate. 

The second thing about wlncli we wish to rci-ord our emj)liatic jirotest 
is the policy nl repression whicli has hecn g<»ing on in full swung in thi.s 
province as well as in other parts of the countrx in the name of jireservation 
of law and ordt'r. 

Sir, the press is gagged and the p<‘op]o who think otherwise are not 
allowcil to tmhlish their stat<*nM‘nts in pnhlic Thcie is no otlier forum 
where we can \entilate our views sa\e and excejit the forum in this ^^ous^' 
and w(’ lia\(* got nothing else hut to leeord oiu most emfihatic jU'otest 
against the way in which the repressive jioluy has been cairioil on 1>\ thi'- 
(b>\ eminent setting at naught wliat had ]»et‘n acliieved during the det'ade^ 
hehind. Tliat is a \erv serious matter so tar as the rights and liberties of 
the p<M»ple ate eomerned AVe ha\e not g(»t that freedom of thought, that 
freedom of expression, that freetlom <d action for which this war is bein^ 
fought and which are so mindi being emphasized by the great Powers w’hr 
are fighting for the liberties of mankind in this world. If the history of 
the repressive fxdicy foi tlie last six months be written — and T am Cjuite 
sure that wlieu the time w’ill come it will be written — it will provide one 
of the most inglorious {diupters in the history of India and it will disclose 
not one dullianwallahagh but many Jallianwallabagh.s. The time is not 
vet ri]>e. The persons who represent the people and who could say some- 
thing ai'e no longer in our midst. They are gagged and they cannot speak. 
Even in Midnapore we find what has happened. T do not wish to tax the 
patience of this House by dilating upon the Midnapore tragedies. We know 
well what a serious calamity occurred there. We know quite well that for 
15 days pt'^iple did not know as to what the calamity was and what the sore 
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plilfht to which the population there had been reduced was. But, os I have 
stated. I do not \vis:h to take the tune of the House in unnecessarily dilat- 
ing: upon that a'^pect of the prohlein whiidi has n-sulted in tremendous 
increase in the Police Budg^et bec:iu?-e it has already been discussed in this 
House. 

Sir, tlie third tlunir about which we wish to rei*ord our emphatic protest 
is the jKilicy wliich (Tovrrnincnt h.i\e followed in order to pixivide food, 
ck»thing and the iiece^surx essenlial^ of life to the population of this 
province. The j)oli( v is \ei \ important indeed becausi* it affects the e\ery- 
day life of <‘ach and (‘very human beinj^ w lio inhabits this portion of the 
country. The^ ]Kdicy la<“ks co-ordinati(»u. tlie jMilicy lacks a definite jdan, 
the policy lacks ever\thiiifr that possible and this is a v(‘rv serious charg;o 
which the Ministix will have to fa( e that the problem of fimd and essentials 
has not been solved liv this Ministry in a satisfactory way, however difficult 
it may have been 

Tlie bud^-et itself reflects want of a co-ordinated policy. We do not 
find au\ explanation of the diffenuit policies whicli (fovernnient want to 
pursue— neith(‘i in the siieeili of the Ilon’ble Finance Minister nor by any 
statement precedin'.; the discussion on the food (juestion wbieh took place 
in this House Ate do not know as \ei as to what the policy whieli Gov(‘rn- 
nient want to folhiw is m dea?. uneciuivoeal, precise and (amcise w*av ao 
that we mav kin-vv as to what is p)ing' t<» happen. Of course, the Hondib* 
Financf^ Afinistcr has stated that he lias learnt that it tt>ok om* year for 
Enjjland to devise a poliev. If Enj^land took om* year. I am douhtful 
w'lo'ther duiifiL'' the pendefiey of the war our present ffovernnimil will be 
able to devi>e anv jedii \ h\ whi(di we can sav(‘ tin* presefit situation. 

Sii. I know ihat out pieseiit I'inanee Minister is overburdened with tofi 
maiiv portfolios He is not onlv the (diiet Minisli'r of this province, hut 
he is also the Finaiue Minister, he i" aKo the H(»me Minister and at an agfe 
noaiiiiy a)M)Ut 7i) ii seems to be n<‘arlv an imjMi.ssible task or rather it in 
MijM'rhurnaii foi anv man to ta» kb* these hio- problems whi(di are problems 
baffiiiiL'’ tin* best sf.lunon whnh j»(siph* ran offer and specially when his 

mind is so mm h uj)srt the one sid,. by 1 innali-mania and on tin* other 

)iy Gov erno: -plodiia Sir. I (’an well appreeiat(* the diffienlties of the 
Ilrm’bb* I’inamc Mini't(*i. lie is between the (h*vil and tin* deep .s(*a , He 
does riot know ;is to what In* is to do. We doubt whether the Hon'hlc Chief 
Minister will be in a jrosition to julot the ship of this province in a satis- 
fa(‘t(’rv wav, 1 havr* everv svrnpathv for the Hon’hle Finance Minister 
in his >ad [ilioht. !mt oiir sunpathv will not solve the problems. We liave 
trot our diitie- to ficitoim and the problems whiih are before this country 
and befoT’c this priivinc*' and whir h must he satisfactorilv s(dv«*d ; at least 

the bK)d ]n<ddem whnh c.innot wait a MnL''le dav mnst he solved and must 

be sfdved to the satisfaction <\\ tlie people. 

Sir, so far as tin* bmli/et is < orn-erned. the budtrer discloses a most 
trlonrnv picture shf^win;: a deficit of af>out IN. 1 ,of),0t),f)tff). AVe kn<»w that 
this is war time and the budjret < aniiot he balanced, hut, at the same time, 
it is a fart that the natioii-huildin^r departments which ou^rht to have been 
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kept on and for which purpose the sales tax had been imposed and in 
reH|)ect of which the Government had pledged its words to apply its proceeds 
to the nati(}n-huilding departments, have suffered and suffered considerably. 
We weuld have been glad had this been recompensed by a more determined 
and more effi(dent iK)licy with regard to the war time problems of this 
province, but when we find that even in that sphere there is a lack of 
effieiemy, we cannot congratulate the Government of Bengal on what they 
have done. 

Sir, we know that iluring the past year, the normal course of legislation 
liad !»(*cn stopjied. a matter of fact, there no session in last autumn. 
We have had n<» important Bilk Indore us to discuss. The only problem 
whifdi engaged the attcmtion of the (io\crnment t)f Bengal was the war 
jU’ohlem ami the piohlems which alo^c on account ot the war. But if we 
find lliJit even those ]»rohlem> ar(‘ not satisfactoril v tackled, we cannot hut 
condemn tin* fU'c'sent Ministry ami w(‘ canmd ])ut liold them wholly respons- 
ible to tin* pc'ople for the sufferings from whii li they are suft*ering at 
prescMit . 

The llon’hh* Minister in his budget speen h has stateci that with the help 
of the (ioviU'iiment oi India he has heem able to control wheat and dal, hut 
W(‘ v\lio are wlimit-eaters know (piite well that as a result of this policy, 
wheat is not coming to (’ahutta and at the same time wheat is not avail- 
able sav(‘ and except at th(‘ priei* oi IN dH i)er mauml N this tlie j>olicy 

of the Government of Biuigal!*' For the last three months I have been 
finding that those j)ers<)n.s win) reiiuire wheat havt^ to go to the black 
market and pundiase wheat at the rate ot Its. d() or Its do per mauiid. I 
know of many eases in whitdi high j)ei sonag^es liave made reejnests for 
providing wdi(‘ut at whatev(*r cost it may he This is the policy of the 
Government of Mengal and tin* people are constrained to think that the more 
exmtrol tlnu'e is, the worse the situation is and if troveininent cannot 
effectively eontrid, then it is better for them to reliiuiuish all control and 1 

am (|uit(‘ sure tliat there will l»e a g-reat improvement in the situation as we 

fiml today. 

Either there should he full effective control or no contivd at all. There 
i.s no midway between the two. If Government feels ilie diffieulty of having 
a full effective coiitnd (ioveriiment should abandon the control and leave 
the free flow’ of supply and demand to adjust itself. I am (juite positive 
and 1 am reflecting the opinion of the people who knew that if there he no 
control certainly wheat and other foodstuff will he available and people will 
not have to canvass for a bag of wheat from some friend or other. It may 
be that the price of that wheat would he Us. 12 or Us. Id or Us. 14, hut it 
wdll never he Us. dO per inaund as it is now, and certainly the supply will 
be there. As a matter of fact, the whole policy of the Government of India 
including the policy wdiich the Government of Bengal has followed in the 
matter of food supply is full of defects. For the last two years Government 
have been trying to contn>l the prices without controlling supply and now 
they are attempting to control the supplies. I say that they are bound to 
fail becaUvse the first requisite for any control system is perfect honesty and 
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integrity in the official system which is going to control the situation. I 
am constrained and pained to say that corruption and briber}" and black 
markets are the results of the present food-control system inaugurated in 
this country. There are very strong rumours that even the highest who are 
in control of the situation are not free from corruption. I do not know ns to 
how far it is po.ssible to say that it is so, hut if you find that corruption is 
ram])ant, in that case liow is it possible for you to control the food situation. 
I can give you a sniall instance as to wli\ the pri<*e of wlieat is Its. per 
maund toda\ when the ])rice of wheat is only Its. ti or T ptu- mauiid in the 
Punjab. 1 he reason is o])vious. If a man wants to im])ort a waggon of 
wheat from the Punjab be }»as first of all to meet a number of hurdles and 
overcome tlu^n. These hurdles mean expenditure ol money. Kvery brila* 
that >s given is added to the priia* atul then when the wheat (‘omes to Palcutla 
a portion is ac(|Uirod by (io\ernment and the ])iiee wliudi is jiaid is the 
controlled price. Xow it I g(‘t a waggon oi wheat and if a ])orlion of the 
goods is ac(jiiir(*d b\ (iovernment at a price at which I suffer a loss of Its. o 
or Its. (i pet maund that loss has to be added to the juice of the remainder of 
the wheat, and the juice consequent 1\ go(‘s high uj). First of all, you have 
to brib(‘ the Pengal officials to secure a jiermit for getting wlu'at, tluui you 
have to luilu' the Pun.jah officials to (d)tain wheat, and then the (’entrnl 
(joverninent officials and tlic iransjiort officials, and then when wheat comes 
to Calcutta a ]>ortinn of it is acquired by (iovernment and \ou must bi*ar the 
loss which .^()U incur in giving that (juantitx to (iovernment at a loss and 
llien >ou must nUo l>e j)rej)ared for the iisk of ju'oseeution . Is it therefore 
possible for an\ human heing. unless there is very great profit, to undergo 
so man.\ trials ami ti ihulat ions ^ Put if (here he no control of price#, if 
they are left free, in that case they will not have to pass through the«e 
ordeals, at least not through the exj)enditure which- has to be incurred in 
jiasHing through the huidles, the loss that is incurred due to tlie (iovernment, 
acijuiiing a jirirtion of that wheat, and the risk winch a dealer has to take 
in onler to sell the commodity in the market — at least those things will be 
eliminated. In that ease if the jiriee of wheat is Us. 7 in the Punjab, 1 am 
quite sure it cannot be more than Hs. 10 in ( aleutta and if the juice in the 
Punjal) is ICs. pi, in Caleiittu it cannot be more liian Us. l‘J oi Id; bnt (he 
posit 'on now is that wliile the jiric'f* of wheat in the Pun.jah is Us 7 jier maund 
its juice is Hs. dO in Calcutta. And, Sir, this .securing of wlieat is a super- 
humaii affair wliicli no honest dealer would like to jiut iij) with. Idien, Sir, 
take the case of coal. In Calcutta we find that it was selling at Us. d or 
Rs. (i per maund. Why was it m? Why did not the (iovernment of Bengal 
take any steps in order to reduce its price by procuring the sujiply of coal 
which the (Tovernment are attempting nowp I do not wush to lay much 
emphasis upon this problem which we have discussed for the last two days 
and w'hich we may di.scuss on another day. What I wish io discuss today 
is that so far as* the Government of Bengal is concerned it has failed in 
formulating a policy regarding food and in vigorously pursuing (hat policy 
in order to give relief to the i>eople, and the people are entitled to demand 
of Government a solution of the problem and they are not inclined to give 
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any allowance for the difficulties which the Government may place before 
us. The one thing to ]>e done is that Government should devise ways and 
means in order to provide us with food. It is the case of Midas starving in 
the midst of gold. India is an agricultural country and the shortage as 
estimated ))y the Food Minister of the Government of India does not justify 
the prices which are prevailing in this country. Government must now take 
all necessary steps in order to devise the ways and means to solve the 
prohlenj. 

Sir, I have got nothing more to say save and except to make a few more 
remarks with regard to certain other item.s of the Budget. We find that 
there is an increase of Rs. 48 lakhs under “Excise”. This jjerhai)s means 
that the habit of the people taking Iiqu(jr has come to the rescue of the 
Government of Bengal l)y bringing in a receipt of Rs. 48 lakhs and Govern- 
ment must congratulate the “non-Bengali labf)urers, evacuees and camp- 
followers addicted to liquor” in the word.s of the Finance Minister for the 
timely helj) tliey have given to Government. I liope the Government will 
devihO ways and means so that this may be forthcoming also in the present 
year in order to reduce the Budget deficit! But, Sir, this is a sad reflection 
upon the policy of ]>rohibition to which the present Government stands 
pledged. 

Then we find a drop of Rs. 40 lakhs in the estimated amount of Sales Tax. 
An explanation is now sought in tlie fact that the recei[)ts have been very 
seriously afte(ded by the reduction of private sales of building materials and 
imported goods. 1 say, Sir. if there has lieen a fall of income it.\ a reduction 
of private sales of building materials and imported goods, there has also 
been a corresponding increase in the j)nces at whicli things have been sold. 
Th(‘refore 1 do not accept that explanation. There will be no substantial 
impiMJvement so far as the Sales Tax is concerned, (loveriiment ought to 
come forward with a proper explanati(m ^ith regard to the drop in the Sales 
Tax. 'Fhen ^^c find that in the present v(‘ar under the head “Education” 
Rs. HI lakhs less is spent and Rs. 1(1 lakhs less is also spent undei “Public 
Health”. 4'liis .shows that the nation-building dejiartments have suffered 
considerable at (he present time. 1 )io]>e (iovernment m ill see that these 
departments do not suffer at all if even any improvement does not take place. 
Then w<" find that the Government have provided only Rs .')ll lakhs tor the 
purcliase (d essential food supplies. This reminds me ot the (iovernment of 
Bengal purchasing o(),(l()(l bab*s of jute in order to ]>revent the price from 
falling Rs 0(1 lakhs onl.\ for essential food supplies given to the Direc- 
torate of ('ivil Supplies — is it really tackling the problem ^ Rs. ot) lakhs is 
quite insufficient for (he ]uirpose on which we have embarked in order to 
solve the problem of supply to the jieople of this country. 

We find that so far as the distribution is concerned, a gyarantee has been 
given that most of the distributors will be impartial and businessmen. I 
hope that this expectation of the Ilon'ble Minister will be fulfilled though 
the past does not ju.stify any such as.sumption on our part. We know what 
kind of distributors and impartial bu.sinessnien have been appointed. People 
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haTe received i^rniit.s, but they have not k<>< liuance. They were never 
engaged in business or trade and tliey are going out in onler to sell their 
permits and obtain a financier in order to gel finance. Thai i.s wbal we have 
.seen. We do not know what Governnienl are going to do with regard to 
distribution through trade tribunals, but 1 do hope that (ioverninetil will 
exerci.se more care in giving these licences to the per.sfois who are engaged in 
trade and coniinerce and who know trade and commerce and who are really 
impartial and businessmen and not give licences on the consideialion of 
comnuiiial ratio or thiv ratio or that ratio. This problem shioihl not be 
tackled in this way. 

With ihe.se^ words, Sii, I conclude my speech. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Depiitt Speaker, 

I am milly at a loss to hml how to speak on the hiid^et today, as 1 have no 
time to fro throuprh it in detail. I shall not he able to make all my eomments, 
hut shall only present ni> (diief and eomments on the hudfret whirh 

has been jiresented h\ f)ne \^hr», in the wonls of Mr. (irifliths iis<*d during 
the last session, is an old stalwart ^Minister of this provima*, is in charge of 
three portfcdios, and who ma\ he called the t’hief Minister, the Hmne 
Minister and also the Minister for the Finance portfolio which has c<»me to 
him because of the sudden resignation of tlie Leader of the ffimiti Mahasahlui, 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookei jee Di Mookerjec. in ]»resenting his first and 
last budget on behalf of the Frogre.ssive Coalition Ministr\. described it aa 
a nat ifui-saving budged which ffurncrl.\ uscfl to be called a nation-building 
one. 1 charafderisc th(‘ present bmlget not as a nat nui-saving budget, but- 
as a nation-killing budget (Ciie.s of “ffear, hear'‘.i I will not make any 
elaborate ciiticisni. Imt I will characterise the budget as a nation-killing 
budg-(d delibf'Tatel\ . for obvious reasons particularly of lack of prffvisnui for 
wliat prevents the death of natif»n luM'ause it comes from one w'ho was an 
uckm-w ledged leadei ol the Muhainimnlan coniniumty of liengal in the ])ast 
arnl now an acknow halged gieete»l leafier of the whole of Bengal (A volcK ; 
Micif.jfhone please VVe can't hear \f»u.) I (bin’t like mi(‘roj)hone. 

As I was ,sa> ing^, the budget has heeri prcsentcfl hy one who was the 
ackriow ledg-ed leadci of the Muhammadan cominuiiJlN in the )*asi, Init now' 
he i.s not fml\ the .if’know h*dgrf.d lf;i<h*r of the House hut also the ack Ufiw Icilg- 
ed leader of the whole of Bengal at hsisf m the words of thf* Ibogri'ssive 
f’oalition J'ait\ memhers no Imling- the h'ader <»! the Himlu Mahasahha, J)r. 
vS\ arnaprasatl Mookeii<*e If I am lig-ht he is the onh one person in Bengal who 
can present .i hudg'et in sjiite of hjs heav\ engag’ements in other fliref lions, in 
spite of hi< carrying three portfolios. We know among ourselves that Dr. 
Syamajirasad Mookerjee hebuig-s to the K<lueation I)(‘partmf*ni . He was not a 
financier of the Calcutta CniversTt} and hail nothing to flo w ith finama*. hut he 
W’a.s nevertheless tried for the Finance portfolio, arnl althoug-h if was expected 
of him that he would perform a miracle, we did not firnl any miracle coming 
out of him, the explaria(i<m being’ that the budget was prejiared in tlie course 
of two months and it was a legacy of the old Ministry. 
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Now the present budget has been prepared by, I should say, Dr. 
Syamaprasad Mookerjee who was the Finance Minister and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Huq, the Home Minister, has got to bear the comments on this 
budget, though the budget w'as presumably under the supervision of 
Dr. Mookerjee. Really the comments should go partly to Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee who was the Finance Minister during the term and partly to 
Chief Minister who is now in charge of finance. I know Mr. Fazlul Huq 
for a long time. I know his ability and his wonderful capacity for invention 
though finance was never a good point in his life. He once told me while 
h(* was hiducation Minister that he was the only person who could move the 
machinery to the extent which nobfidy else could do. I expected this time 
he would move the macliinery as Finance Ministei- to the t utmost in the 
dire(;lion which would be u.seful to the per>ple of his community and to the 
Sch<*dulfM] Castes. 

I find the budget, as it is presented, is a deficit i)udget. 1 do not 
complain. Tlie (’hief Minister is clever enough to disarm criticism by 
prefacing a long statement to his speech that theie is a war near aViout. 
War has come nearer and then' is always an expected imasion tiom .la])an 
and these have mafle it nece.ssar) for him to ])rovi(b' for those extraoi'dinary 
ex[)enditures which are called extraordinarv chaiges in this liudget and which 
would not have been there but for tins abnormal situatnui True it is that 
there is a war situation. We have got to provide for a comprehensive (’ivil 
Defema* scheme, we have got to j)rovide for air-raid precautions, w(‘ have 
got to provide for hundred other things which he ha^ sliown in his budget, 
liiider the heads “Ways atid Means Advance”, “(’ivil Delenee Advan<‘e”, 
etc., he has provided Rs. d crores and odd. Apart from this Hs d (‘rotes and 
odd, in other respects I find in the receipts, viz., in the “Lund Revenue” 
which is a fixed income tlu're lias not l>een any apprecialile fall in the revenue 
receipts which amount to about Its. Ki crores and a half. 

With regard to “Kxtraordinary charges”, they ai'e charged on the 
Central (lovernment and “Defence” practically go(‘s to the (Vntral (Jovern- 
ment ; it is not a matter for the IVovincial (lovernment, but we have got to 
can-} out their instructions and some jiortion of the expenditure we have got 
to bear. 

Making allowance for all this there is no explanation for the fact us to 
why the ordinary normal life of the countr\, the normal binlget of the 
province, namely, “Education” . “Medical”. “Public Health”, liliould 
suffer NO much ns to deny the people the c<mrse in which they were .so long 
pursuing their lives in different spheres. Under the head “Education” for 
which the present Finance Minister, that is to say, the Chief Minister was 
responsible for a long time what has been provided in the budget? He has 
not provided anything except what he has stated with regard to some grant of 
Rs. 8 lakhs to the District School Boards. He has also not provided any- 
thing for Secondary Education, worth the name. I am just reminded by a 
friend to my left that some provision has been made for the Chakhar 
College. I do not grudge that. The Chief Minister who was Education 
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Minister is a man who has served Bengal in his own way can be excused if 
he has never done something? for his villaj^e. I do not jrmdj^e that, but at the 
same time his affection for his village ought to have led him also to have a 
little consideration for the villages of other members ^^ho have rendered 
services to Bengal perhaps not to the same extent as he has done or as he 
mav claim to liave done. I his is so far as “Education” is con(*erned. 

As regards Medical Belief , we in this House are alwavs told that 
medical help will he gnen adequately to Bengal. Malaria and other 
epidemics occur vear h\ \ear and there is a very heavy toll on the population 
of Bengal. E\en during this time of war mulaiia has hrokeii out in an 
epidemic foim thi'oiighout tht* pro\ inia* ami dilhcult \ has arisen on aci'ount 
of scarcity ot,(juinine which is now pievailing in Bmigal. Yet m) provision 
for extra expenditure under this head has heen ]>!ovidetl in (his hudget. (In 
the other hand I kno\N that there is a sc’heme oi distrihution h\ lh»* Distiict 
OfHceis and that is neghgihle. hat is als(» onl\ on papei So fur as I 

know no (juinine has yvt heen given to m> district The Tm»st ess«mtial 

medicine which is re(juired for ('omhating malaria is quinim* and for (hat 
some extiii provision ought to hav(‘ hei*n made for the suppl\ of (juinine to 
everv dispfuisaiy in this hudget. But I find nom*. So much for imnlical 

In the matter of “Ihihlic Health” T feid the less said the h.‘tter. There 

is deterioration in health and thiue is also a reduction in grant Now if 
you go on juishing with the war efforts or ratlu*r lodjiing war efforts with 
the suhviuition that we get from the (jovernment of India ami if we deny 
to the people the essential medicine which will enahle thiun to resist thin 
scourge (tf malaria and do not care for the Inailth of Bengal we or at least 
some of us are sure to lx* kilhal, if not hy homhs, hy ejiidemies that are 
prevailing every year in Bengal 

The iiatioii-huilding departments. Medical Education and Public Health 
have been .starved and tliey are suffering like that ev<Ty \ear jirogresnividy. 

With regard to “Irrigation” the hvs.s said the better. The only “Irri- 
gation” item provided for i.s for the affected areas of Midnajiore for emhank- 
ment.s and nothing ehse has heen done. Although there were commitmentH 
by the last (loverriment and also hy tlii.s (lovernment no ]ua)vision has been 
made in this budget for reviving dead and dying rivers and for improving 
the w'aterw’uy.s of Eastern Bengal. This is the feature of the present 
budget. 

The deficit in the budget as stated h\ the f’hicf Minister is Rs, lod 
lakh.s compared to Ks. jd') lakhs of last year. Of course it is a chronic 
deficit. I can account for it. But for tliis deficit the Chief Minister say« 
he does not care. It i.s not po.ssihle for him to balance the budget. He 
does not intend to balance the budget. Still he would impose fresh taxa- 
tion. a taxation which is called enhanced taxation which w'ill yield only 
Rs. 3d lakhs, and for this Ks. 33 lakhs I do not understand wdiy this en- 
hanced ‘taxation .should be imposed as he <loes not propose to explain why 
this enhanced taxation is required. There is no explanation given. There 
is no reference to it in the speech which he has made in presenting the 
budget. It is really not understandable. 
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There is a provision which was running from last year with the advent 
of the new Ministry of one lakh for promoting communal harmony. I 
hear that Its. lo,000 has been spent out of this; I do not know why this 
provision was made when it was not meant to be spent and how Rs. 15,000 
has been spent. There is no explanation in the speecli. People were very 
nervous that this one lakh would be hi)ent for not promoting communal 
harmony but only bitterness. So an explanation ought to have been given 
on w'hat item this Rs. 15,(ttt0 was spent. 1 do not like to say anything 
further on this. But I should say that if really the Ministry is anxious 
to promote communal amity or harmony they cannot do so by making a 
provision in the budget and keeping it as a show' for the people. There 
cannot be any political unity unless there is a change of heart.* With mere 
political unity we cannot go on. So I think that provision is absolutely 
out of place and ought never to have been made. 

There are some amounts which are provided for in this budget which 
will not be spent as they were not spent last year. In the revised estimates 
there would have been some amount available for “Education”, “Medical’^ 
and other necessary items in the budget. 

The most important thing referred to by the previous speaker is the 
“Grow' More Food” problem. There is a suggestion that they could have 
spent some amount on it but this amount is ijuite inadequate to meet the 
situation. The situation has become very acute on account of the scarcity 
of foodstuffs and (»n account of their inade(iuate supply. We have hud 
some discussi(m on this subject the other das. The ])revious sjieaker has 
condemned price control and has suggested that the j»ri(‘e control should 
be abolished. I do not agree with him fully. It is true, unless there is 
etfective contr(d it is better not to have un\ control at all. But from my 
experience I can sa> that under the pre.sent circumstances it is difficult 
to nbf)lish the control system altogether and for etfective control 1 should 
say that Government should set up adequate agencies in the mofussil and 
also in ('alcutta to detect hoarders and sp<*culators and persons who deal 
in black markets. There is no provision in the budget for setting up such 
agencies. 

In conclusion I should like tn sa> that the budget is rt‘all,\ a gloomy 
budget. In spite of the \er\ Ingb hopes raised b\ tht‘ ( liief Minister — at 
least 1 en tertaimal \er\ hip’ll hope' — I am disajqioinfed and eoiistraimMl to 
say that this budget is not woitli\ ot the Chict Minister who has been so 
long in polities and who is in charge of three porttolios in this House. 

Srijut A8HUT08H MULLICK : Mr. Deputy Siieaker, Sir, 7m 

^ C!T^vfT?r ■srfenr ^ ^ foTTO 

^pr^T '.fsrc^ 

^ error rtfe; 

rnsf 
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^iJt ^rrW mTftpmr *7nr ^*«t] Tf^mOT ms mn 

'Snr c^'r^ f^nrUf i ^ c^ptst? f®nr¥ «T^t^^i*f 7f«j#f cW^ cv i 
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^ c^rR^ ^ I ’^r^rjiiT ^i^tppH ’I'mi '^rd •nBr 
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Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is a customary affair 
in a legislature to speak on the budget. I do not like to indulge in a long 
speech but I want to make some observations. 

The budget intnuhiced by the Hon’ble Finance Minister i.'* not en- 
couraging in any way. As a matter of fact expenditures showing increu.ses 
are .shown in lump sums so that the members may not understand the impli- 
cation of framing the budget. Sir, it is really very discouraging. In the 
past budget we have seen expemliture in some tletail and we 

understood it, but here it has been deliberately slu»wn to avoid 
a discussion. I d(» not want to multiplA instances btr the piirpf)se 

of criticising onl\ but I want to say that in the matter of labour welfare 

Ils. *J0,(HH) has been shown and actually Hs. 1‘J.tKlO was spent in 1141-42. 

We do not kndw for wliat purpose this amount has been s]»eiit and to whom 
it was given, whether the parties were deserving ami th(‘ tnoney had been 
pro])erly utilised or not. 

Then again, we find that in many cases it has been shown in luinji sum. 
While examining past e\|»enditute we find that under “t'lvil Works", 
“Industires", “Ibibhc ili'atlh”. “.\gricultur»** mone\ cf)uld not be spent 
for want ot schem(‘s 'I’hcre liad been scxeral (criticisms in the Public 
Acc'ounts (nmmittce meeting tiiat in futun* propei scliem(‘s should be 
prejiared )»ef(ir(* an (*stimatc is plai'ed b(‘torc the legislal un* for sanction, 
f do not think tliat recommendation of tlu* Ibihiic Accounts t'ommittcee 
lias heen ('onsidcjcd h\ th(‘ fr.micr of this hudtrcl I think llic l(*gislalure 
lias a right t<; demand of the Finan(‘e Minister to elucidate his siutemenl 
when he presfuits tin* hudg(*t and I have no reasem to doiihl that in future 
the Finance Minister will come wit]» such statement which will la* eas\ f(tr 
us to understand. 

Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Mr Deputy .Speaker, Sir. it is not an easy 
matter to deal adecjuatelx with the hudget within such a short space of 
your liammcnng time-limit. I am, therefore, eomj>(*lled to deal only wdth 
some salient and outstanding f<‘atures of the hudget. 

Sir, a nation's annual hudg«*t must be illuminating and encouraging, 
giving new life to the dr\ hones; but as far as our budget is conceriKul 
I cun very well say that it is disappointing. We should all rememlicr tlint 
the eyes of the nation in general and of the teeming millions of the (‘(uinfry- 
side in particular are fixed on this very vitallv important national doeument 
but at last we see that every year — not only this year— we are disapjiointed. 

I perfectly remember that wlien w'e came to this House six years back 
we had to pass a budget of about 12 crores. This year we are going to paaa 
a budget of 17 crores and more. Yes, we are ready to sanction this huge 
extra sum; but in return we expect to get something new to get on with 
newer vigour and energy and encouragement and hope. We know this is 
a war time budget and for the matter of tlu.t the budget can hardly be* 
balanced, but, Sir, there is another .side of the shield. During war time 
lots of our home industric.s could be easily helped and revived, but through- 
out the length and breadth of thi.s budget we see no provision of the kind 
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that roulcl give us evea a ray of hope. Take for example, Sir, our handloom 
manufactures of the countrj'side. This industry could very well be helped 
in some way or other in these days of abnormally high prices of wearing 
cloth. Shoe is another instance which could be materially helped by 
Government. 

This industry, Sir, came to our hands without recourse to any struggle 
or any movement like the Swadeshi movement which had to be launched for 
getting hold of the cloth industry of thi.s country; but during the days of 
the last Great War this industry automatically canie to our hands and 
thousands of our countrymen are living on this industry. But up till now 
Government have practically done nothing to help this industry. We ex- 
pected that (luring this war time thi.s industry would be sufficiently helped 
by taking steps to give them contracts for military, A. H. P. and civic 
guard re(|uirements. The Department of Industries has got a great para- 
phernalia, but their attention is diverted otherwise. The department is 
busy with war supj)lies of such other things which have nothing to do with 
genuine traders and ])usinessmen. We hope that from now these two 
major industries will find oj)])ortunities to avail themselves of the fruits of 
the war sup]>lies. 

Now, Sir, with regard to standard cloth For some time past we are 
tired of hearing many things about the standard cloth and we vt*ry legiti- 
mately e\pected tiuit some definite statement will be made iu the speech of 
the Finance Minister, but the Finance Minister has disappointed us. 

Now, Sir, in presenting the budget the Finance Minister began with a 
most glo<uny ]ucture of the fall of Singapijre and Burma which ha.*- cut 
us off, he says, from their fertile plains tliat have so far served as a reserve 
rice granary for our province and from tiie wells of which we drew tlie bulk 
of our oil toi our lampjH. True it is. l>ut untorl unat(>l\ we art* not at all 
told us to how the close of tlie rt*serve nee granary and oil lor oui lani])>- 
can he com])ensat<*d. Idiat was oui legitimate expectation, but on the 
contrary tin* Finance Minister has tried to taki* ad\antag(* of the situation 
in (jviiti* a different way, naim*lv, hv telling \is us to how Government have 
got to face various other liahilities ami di}ticultie> on ac'count (»f the situa- 
tion. We have he«*n t(dd that on account of the eiu'nix Hggre*'sion our 
normal trade channels liave been seriously disoi ganised and for the matter of 
that fbe Directorate of ( ivi! Supplies has been formed for the welfare of 
the province tbrougbout the ('oining \vi\r The new.s is palatable no doubt, 
but the Finance Minister is very careful in withholding from us the jdan 
and line of action of this new department, ('oiisidering the huge exiiendi- 
ture that we are to sanction for this department and also the gigantic 
responsibilities of the dopurtmeiit tlie ver\ vague ideas given liy the finance 
Minister are not at all encouraging. We are told that a sum of Ks. >(1 lakhs 
htis been placed at the disposal of the Directorate for the purchase of food- 
stuffs, but we we surprised not to have been definitely told for what and for 
^ whom. We have heard in the meantime that there are places where there 
has-been w’ant of paddy and rice. Sir, I have got with me a letter just now 
IlMTed from a Government officer of a sulwli visional town that there is 
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ft]r6ddy a daftrth of rica thare and that avail witli monay paopJa cBJinot buy 
rice. But this news, I am afraid, has not reached the authorities hare and 
very rightly Mr. David Hendry, Leader of the European Group, said the 
other day that at the present moment there is want of cori'espondence 
between the district authorities and the higher authorities here. 1 hope 
that there will be from now constant touch between these authorities so 
that such harrowing news may quickly reach them. (Dr. Nat.!k.\ksiia 
Saxyal: You mean co-ordinatien ?) Yes. 

^iow, Sir, we are told that we have to sanction K.s. do lakhs for the 
dearness allowance. Well and good. (loverninent must help the low paid 
.servants in these ubnoimal «la\.s (i(»vernmeiit could do eipially good for 
the poor tenants by reducing <»r by suspending (lu* pa\ment of their rents 
temporarily and by helping the landless labourers in tli<‘ c«>untryside by 
giving them paddy loans or the like. The Finance Hinisfer ought to have 
made a declaration like this. Sir, tlie cases of landless labourers and 
tenants of small holdings in the countrvsi<le are uppermost iu our minds, 
(ioverninent should at once givt* them .some relief and a very considerable 
amount can he provided for the purpose by curtailimuit from other items. 
Rupees 17 lakhs has lieen allotted for the Home (iuani organisation, R«. 4{ 
lakhs for the ( ivic (iuards. I’hese Civic (luards and Hoirn* (luards practi- 
cally do nothing lad them he dishaiide<I for one year at least and let the 
money he spent for the poorest section of our .society. Besides, Hs. 8 lakho 
which has been provided for the vagrant scheme should he utilised for this 
purpose by postponing the scheme for one year. Only the pious wishes of 
the Finance Minister that he will not tax the poorer classes to meet the 
deficit will not do. If he is sincerely anxious for them, let him so 
demonstrate his sincerity that these starving millions may feel it at once. 

Mr IVputy Sj>eaker. we expected that the Finance Minister would say 
something about the two items of the outgoing year’s )>udget that were 
sanctioned last year — I mean Us. 1 lakh for communal harmony and 
Rs. 78,fKM) for appointing Parliamentary Secretaries. Nothing has been 
done in this direction hut why we cannot understand. (lod has, however, 
saved us so that there is no necessity for communal and parliamentary har- 
mony in the coming year. War is indeed a very good healer. 

Now, in the Education budget, we find that there has been a saving of 
about Rs. lo lakhs under varituis heads and almost the whole of this 
amount has been hudgete<l for expenditure including a fat grant for the 
Chakar (’ollege which could l)e easily avoided. I think that a considerable 
portion of this saving may be utilised to give dearness allowances to the 
teachers of primary schools for whom only Rs. 3 lakhs has been estimated 
which is not at all sufficient for them. Town education, Sir, is sometimes 
discontinued during war time, hut primary education in rural areas is being 
peacefully conducted by the primary teachers and for that they should he 
specially rewarded in these abnormal day.s. 

I.Ast hut not least is the proposed additional taxation. In these herd 
days taxation of Rs. 33 lakhs on whosoever it may fall, will be very hard. 
If the Finance Minister can, as he tells us, knock at the door of the Central 
19 
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GoTernment for Bs. 119 lakbs, let him add to it the balance of the deficit, 
vi*., Us. 33 lakha al»o for which he is going to fall upon a section of our 
people whoever they may be. Let there be peace in the country and let 
u« hope that the coming year will be a normal j^ear free from widespread 
natural calamities so that unnatural and awkward situation may be averted. 

Or. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: csiSt 

cn ^ ^ Olio ^ 

^•^Trr*T7 nd? r.'5tc^ 1 arc^OT 

(TT 5 CTO ^ ^ m ^ \ A ^ 

:)b'^8 rnifesT oo ^ 

Ptnrfe^, il^s ^9^11, Dysentery tijsT* ^IpTI 1 5 

>> rferf^T 3ff7n rMr^ ^ CTti:^- 

80,000 i c?i ^ 'ifR wi a^' (?i 

csTt^ nr^r^ft^ rc^ i ^ ^ c? v/rro r.n^ 

T^T 1 C’l^ffn denial policy?? SRT ^(yr^ tTTO , C>i‘^ C't^ ^'f5 

^ ^ r? I A^ ^6^ 3tf%i:^ ^ty^ 

^^tcsr s^m ch?i fVis *51 <?? f^ ii??’ 

(?f tpc^*? I 01^ ?i:tTt7:‘'4 ^ ’#5 ^'rMb ’it^i c^sTt? 

'ij^s ^8 W‘fr?T "^51 ^ ?T?r ^ I (7i*t^T^ ■3pr?i 1 

(?rtm i??:?? ^ irm a^* ^15 vni fV| 

frr tafesR I '-m:>i?f ^pmf^ tftn ^ 

gratuitous relief ^ VC^ I 

'arfV^**f C?Tt^ ^ I C’FT^It 'i C^tWt 3 ^ I 

m ar^nn ^ fTT r?i t:; c^r^n ^1 -rz^f^n ^ ^ vti At ?pr 
trm 00 c^T^n ^ ^irr#! (RT^ I 

c^ «m? I =Tt^ c?rt9rK ci^ c«fr5? c^ ^ c^ 

CSjft^ r. 9 ?r 5 P ^ A^ (yvm C^, A^ (?m ^' 5 , C^vJts ^ 

c^iRn I At wypf ft^rtnn 

I At WT < 71 ^ A^^ i]fi c^ c^rc^, 

(TmT5 ^1 v?i ^utT^ ^ (Tf^ m (7r’rn?i c^ (ttit oto 

OTi c«fr5 ^ At tfTrwfT=?^ ^ imz ^ i 

vjQ ij^’ 'iRt 8 c 5 > ^ ^ttrT? A deficit 

budget ^"nn:^ 00 «fT 1 ^ >iTT^H t-est. relief \»ork ^ ^t?7R 

At 00 &t¥T^ OT'^t IITC^ m(y\t Relief operational?? -S^T 

C? 60 5T’*F ^OCip ^ Ka ^ CcItC^F^ ^ ^TCI^T ^ ^5rt?fR ^ 

^C»l 60 HU I «iO SfSF Mhh agriculture loan iRJl JnrTO I (7?^^ 

?ffi > ^ wtH ^c’^’ ^ nfr Htft?? 04?:^ m ^®TtCH ’51^ ch ?to 

m ^ HI I ^ CHTTVH ftV ?lW HI rCH HtH m ?F?rC5 HI I 
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Maiiivi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs Sir, may I draw your attention to the 
fact that the Hou'ble Finance Minister ia not in the House 

Mf« DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Slmiusuddin Ahmed and 
the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Bannan are here takin^jr notes, and the 
Hon’ble Mr, Pramatha Nath Bauerjee i« also here. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My friend, Dr. 
Bhowmik, is addressinji^ the House on tlie (question of relief to Midnupore 
and I am here. My honourable friend knows that the responsibility of the 
Ministry is joint and several. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: In which respeet is the responsibility 
of the present ^Iinistr\ joint and in which respect several y 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I can not alho\ that (pK'stion now. 

Dr. QOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK : ^ 

ItOT (TJ loan 

?Ffii i Te«t 

relief worki)^ communication rcTO. 

yj 3T^ r? ^iTrS ^ (7t*C5 

‘STwi I 

^ C5ei ^9^ C? iltTfCf '^It^ft^l aif*' C^fT^ 

^ Civil Supply Dinictorat/c CO 

^ 'UTM ’srpr 3RfHf 4r;<C5r*T. ^ =n ^ripri fo<Kl ^Tairi 

I relief i]=f ifR VR fp >Tfw 

Civil Supjily Dejiartinent <rR 7^ fbTR 

PI ?F?RP ^tTC=f rprr^T^ C-^lP ^dtp l r1^ f'ivil 

Supply I)irt‘ctonfcU* '51 y^^rrpf Sd^Pt'd't PP, ^r<<^ ''til reC^rT*f PfTTP 

C9r?tH Cd^ ridP ^d?7F dtP CO Pd PtP 'PPrlPt vRdR prrjj I 

Pt'PTP dfwi >iPdn. SP CPf^'fR pp. pp’? ':^?TrP I '?rtrpr|jy ftrnT. '.rsd"- 
P) pft^ic) PI ppp CP p 1^ ijppRtcd ’iP>iP >i'.TiPip pR'cs 

PI dtCPP "^p] PTPl iicpfs^ CB^CfP 5 CP (onstituencyp 

TtCf Pd (?fdtP ?'CP I PP'in l Civil 

Supply Directorate Ptci Legislature ^dtP r?:i dfC^ Ptr5 nnunher ryr^ 
effective voice dtnr Ifp C5^1 1 ^d iJ^ Pf^ PI P'PfCl dtCPP 

lt?’CP h'fPCPP WTY] Wf'j dtPfd BtlU^d i3P* dTPid VCd ^PPP wfldC^FP 

CPtt?^ 'dfpi C5pfp ftp'll «dfiri ^CPC^, ^ Legislature ot"'!!- 

^ ?nri c’t 5P7 ^1- ^5^ 'r-.>.7tP ^I’Pi Sft'i jup: ''rsd'OT^ti 
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Civil Supply Directorate ^ ^C3 ^Tt^TfOT ^ ^SPTI^ ^5[r?r-^r 

I c^r c? 

^ R 3trc^T ^ Tf^yfm ^ i avii Supply 

Directorate <ii^ z^r.Hl >f:T^ ^ <i)fel C*fC*^ I 

i|«ffR ^C5 iJR 'ij^ ^T1 ^ R 3rtr3 C*iT"f^ ^ <ff^ ^ 

^artrs^ 31 ftrrj 'S^m. rationing C^Tt^ ^ C%5 vft^FTO ^ 

^3R i)^ 5ypf^ ^31 

Political Headij Police Budgeti] m <f^l 3fU5 ^ 

<Pf1 I ^ifT sabotage movement r(P5rf^ (?f^^ 'aiT^RBri >f^35T 

I 'irtft ^C3 ^ ^ I 3C^ ^srtft oqI* ^ (Tt (Tr^ftR 

excess I 'cpTJT^ Bal>otage movement ^ y^TC^, 

3Pt 'ij^; ^:r4r^^ c^rt^TR ^pft rc^rf^ ^ 

TTt^.^ S ^ I (PMtUf sabotage movement ^nrfJicT |5^ fVl 

(Trfri ?RPrf^ or ot^t step c^ri^ 

»prnf ?Ff?^ I violence ^ roTC^, C5Tt^ 

^ Otc^ 'i]3R assault ^ TOT^. C^ ^ C ^3 C^stHI csff v^c ' ^ 

^1 7CTO. C^Tt^'C^ ^ adjournment motionii 

(71 (.^rc? C3Tt^*f^ ^fiw] Tan ?ri r f^. ^ cni^ 3tc^ rcro, v-jt 

(TT^i?!^ COT ?:c^ fro I Nazism Fascism^? (?^3 ari?r?? 

I 'jfirc'fa T ftfsTfrtfhr m irjitOT ?nn:^ 3i ^rsr? C!Tts*T i 3ta 

tffeftaPT ^1 wonr (OJtc^ ^ '^to^'orc^ nftwcs ’OT 

^ I 

^ ^ Jail «iia* eonvictsiia arm ot^ Rf^. jjw orfw^f^ C9^ ?jt?r 
^11 vfsrta 3 0 c^TTOT aai OTC^. 3fr*^ 8IG api a'ca rPt, 

'OTOTf ca «rt?-5rr?r atai ra 3ta capacity C5lt> 31 ^<^^3 3tc*fa at^TT 
3faT c'fST ra (7f >fOTi 'ott ^®rfOTT'4 i ^ <7r 

wmc^ I 

Mtulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, 1 cannot congratulate the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister for his budget as presented before the House for the patent 
and simple reason that he has treate«l the nation-building departments with 
step-motherly (‘onsidenitions. 

Sir, 1 want to deal first with the receipts side. In the year 1942-43 we 
find that the Government has got a windfall of Rs. 39 lakhs from income- 
tax ami of Rs. 48 lakhs from excise. But in the current year’s budget 
there ha.s Wen an exce.s.s in the receipts under excise which has got to be 
condemned. At this time when so much has been sjHiken of prohibition and 
specially wlien the budget has been prepared under the regime of Krishak 
Praju rum Forward Bloc Coalition who always advocated prohibition, this 
excess of revenue under excise is rather amusing. This apparent guilt on 
the part of Government i.s attempte*! to W explained by the Hon’ble 
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Finance Minister by the fact that there was an influx of a large number of 
non-Bengali labourers, evacuees and cainp-fol lowers addicted to liquor. 
May we ask in all humility to the members of this Houst* whether non- 
Bengali labourers, evacuees and camp-folb»wers can be encouraged and 
should be encouraged in this bad habit I* It is a proi»f that the present 
Ministry is definitely against prohibition and is giving a decent burial to 
the policy of pndiibition adopted In the last Ministry. The Krisbak 1‘raja 
(inn Forward Hloc meiiibers were all along viwittTous when the question «if 
prohibition came ut» betore the Fegislature during the last Ministr\, Hut 
now we find, when they are in power, the\ are quilt* ^ilcnl anti their voci> 
ferousnes.s has disappeared. 

Sir, [ now^coinc to the nation-buibling depart nu'iils. It we turn to 
Kducatitui, we find there on page tS ot the Hetl Ihttkk that the (iovernnoMit 
surrendered 10 lakhs ot rupees whit h was eannarkctl foj prinmr\ education 
due to tlie fact that inan.\ ot the district schotd boanis had large accumulated 
balance. Sir, as a member of tlic Mymensingh District Schoid Hoard 1 
can say that in 1941-42 tin* grant to tliat Hoard was Ks. 'l.liO.tMM) ; but in 
1942-4d the grant has been reduced to !(•'. l.ttO.tMMt, ot which Hs. l.Id.tKtO 
has been earmarked tor deal ness alhiwance t<» teachers. This fact wliicli 
has been stated b\ the llon'hle tlie ('hiet Minister in the budget is entirely 
a misrepresentation. We cannot pusli up ihhii.n (d the di‘siruble schemeH 
oiil> fur want ot funds, and in tlie present \eai in the District School Hoard 
of Mymensingh. so far as the balance is lonceined. it has been entirely 
consumed. We do not know where we stand. We have be(‘n pressing for 
1(X) more schools during the last two \ears, hut (iovernmeiit <lid not sanction 
them. We cannot repair the school buildings tor want of tumls. Hut the 
riovernmeiit say that they have surremlered 1(1 lakhs of rupees because the 
district .school boards have large aceuinuluted tumls. If is eutirel> a false 
statement and misrepresentation. 

Sir. there is another item. You will fiml Hs. which was 

earmarked for the training of the jiriinarx sclnad teachers lias also been 
.surrendered becuu.se no new training centres have Imm'ii openi'il. There is 
no explanation tor this Ma\ I take it that due t<» war eim-rgencies these 
centres could n<d he o]»cnc<l r' What is the ic.is(tn l(»i imf ojMMiing cciitrcs 
and surrendering this sum ot IN. 1,11.(19(1^ It \»»u look fn item <», \ ou will 
find that IN, b4.()tX) which was earmarked tor a<lull «*ducafion, has heen 
surrendered What is the reason?' t iovemment eslimati'd this e.xpeiiditiire 
in l}142-4d but tlicv liave surrendereil this amount for want td a ‘wheme. 
You will also find that so tar as prjmar\ education is com-eriicd, in this 
year’s budget the\ have allotteil eight lakhs ot rupees, of which three lakhs 
has been eariiiarke<l for dearness allowance. I <Io not grudge it, tor it is 
not .sufficient. Five lakhs of rupees has been allotted bir the whole of the 
province where not less than 12 ccss-payiiig district whool hoards exist. 
It is a drop in the (M-ean, So 1 think this grant of eight lakhs should he 
augmented to something like 20 lakhs l>eeau8e in the di.strict of Mymensingh 
itself we require not les-s than five lakhs of rupees in the curieiit year and 
in the year to come. If we turn to page 00 of the budget w’e find that the 
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Oorernnjeiit of Ben^faJ wanted one crore of rupees as loan for the jute- 
growers, but they bungled. The entire (juantitv of jute was sold at the 
time at Rs. 2 or Us. >i per maund and (Government have secured oue crore 
of nij)ees fniiii the Central Oovernnient when all the jute passed out of the 
hunds of the cultivators, and it w’as then the middleman who was dealing 
in jute. And (fovernment stated that out of the one crore which they had 
borrowed from the (’entre they spent only six lakhs of rupees. Why*' 
Rerause fhe\ tr>ok the inone\ at a time when tliere was no necessit> . 

Now, Sir, this amount they w'ant t(t pa> hack to the (Vntre. May I 
suggest that this amount which the l^rovincial (Toverninent borrowed may 
he utilised for tile sjiread of primais etlucation w’hich is a crying need of 
the eountr\ and for wliich all sections of tlie peojile are e()uall_\ unanimous. 

Sir, there is another item. Kvervhody knows tliut there is no credit 
in the countr\ and people are not getting any moiu'y. hut here we find that 
in the year lh42-4d Ks (1(1 laklis were provided as a sliort-term hian to 
agriculturists through co-operative societies and tliis \ear also the_\ have 
provided an amount. Hut I think that aimmnt is not at all sufficient and 
it should he increased in view of the fact that people are md getting any 
help anywhere. And to our utter astonishment we find that for financing 
(h)-o|>erative Rand Mortgage Hanks, (lovernment have in 1})42-4‘1 provided 
Us. 7 lakhs, while the present progressive Ministry have provided only 
Us. dj lakhs this year. Sir. niemhers will remernher that so far as these 
Land Mortgage Hanks are concerned. eveT.\hod\ knows that people are 
anxious to have loans from these Laml Mortgage Hanks. Hut instead of 
increasing the provision under this h(*ad the\ have decreased it— they have 
practically halved it, from Us. 7 lakhs the> have decreased it to Us. .‘U 
lakhs, I do not know why this has been done. 

Sir, in respect id atiidher item — ailvances to Collectors foi' removal of 
w'ater-liyacinth fhe\ have provided only Us oO.DOt) for (his purjiose 
There are as maii\ as 28 disiriets in Herigal and Us. mc:ni> less than 

Us. 2, (MM) per district, in a distriet like Mxmerisingh I think, not to sjieak 
of Us. 2,(MMI, even Us. 1 lakh max not suffice. Hut (iovernment have 
provided only Us. o(),()(M) for the purpose. 

I now |>ass on to Uuldic Health. (Mivernment have surrendered Us. 1(1 
lakhs uniler this head because thex sax that the xx ater-suppl_\ scheme could 
md 1 m' pushed through for want id tubes. Sir, it we limk to the hgures 
pi'ox ided in the budget we find that onlx Us. 2i lakhs has been jirovided tor 
water-supj)ly, but (hey have surrendered Us. 10 lakhs. Still the explana- 
tion is that for want <d tubes (hey had to surrender this amount. 

Sir. if we turn to the question of free distribution of (juinine, w*e find 
that in the budget estimate of 1042-4*1, Us, (> lakhs was provided while this 
year the provisiiui is U,s. oi lakhs. So we take it that the dearth of quinine 
has disnp[)eured. Sir, in answer tii a question the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of Exeise replied that (tovernment quinine w*as sold at Rs. 18 
previous to the war and it was now being sold at Rs. 2>8. while in the 
countryside even at Us. 250 per pound it is not available. Now they hare 
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provided only Rs. oj lakli® though in the budget estimate for 1942-43 the 
amount was Rs. 0 lakhs. In the district of Mymeusingh alone the death 
rate is mounting to an extent which i> unprecedented in the history of the 
distri« t of Mynieiisingh and no quinine is available and still they have 
provided Rs. le'^s tliun the budget estimate for 1^2-43. 

For Anti-Malarial Scheme we find that in 1942-43 Rs. 2.()I).(MMI was 
provided, hut this \ear the\ iiave provided only Rs 2 lakh**. K it due to 
the tact that malaria has disappeared from the land!' This the way in 
wliich tliey liave tieateil the iiation-huilding departments. 

As regar(l«* Agriculture. ttie\ hav»‘ launched a scheme ot “(trow More 
Food ’ ancl the\ Iiave provided Rs. IS. for (In* \ear l!t42-43. In 
that departnicjit the\ have jiroposed toi the extended use of d(*partm<‘ntul 
paddy seeds, hut I am coiistraineil to say that 1 wrote to the Director of 
Agricultiiie tor nu.\ padily seed but there was no reply, and from my 
personal expeiieiice I can tell the House that in in\ own subdivision of 
Ki^horeganj p(*ople consumed all their nn.t seeds ]>ecause (lieN had nothing 
to tall upon, and unless (loverniiient supid\ au.< padilv Heiul their lands 
will remain tallow, but in s|nte ot repeated correspondence with the 
Diiector ot Agrii'ulture I had no reply. This is the wa\ in whiidi they 
are regulating the scheme ot tlie “(Jrow More Food.” 

The\ have said that they will proviile seeds <d mustard, lentil and 
paddv. I personalh wrote to the Directoi of Agriculture but no seeds 
were suiiplieil, nor did he reply whether seeils would he available. If 
they bungle things in this wa> 1 do not know' how it will be po.Hsible for 
them to supply seeds and to carry on the “Hrow More Food” campaign. 

Sir. so far as Civil Works is concerned lhe\ have surrendered Rs. 44 
lakhs (vu the ground that mutenals were not available. Sir, we find that 
foi’ a climatic sanatorium for tubcrciilo.sis a provision of Rs. 1 lakh was 
mailc. hut t[ii> year lhe\ have not proviiled an> thing. I tliink that (he 
climatic .sanatorium tor which there was a unanimous demand has been 
ahandnneil and no reason has been assigm^d why this has been done. 

Jn the Medical Department also there is a non-utilisation in full of 
Rs. 2 lakhs which had lieeii j)rovid<*d for llo* improvement of satlar 
hos]»itals. This is one of the most important items under the Medical 
head, but Rs 2 lakhs has not been utilised and that had been surremlered. 
This shows that the Miiiislr\ Iiave got absolute!) no sclieme whatsoever. 

Sir. the) hitve provided Rs. 2. 73. (MM) this )ear for Civil' (iuard organisa- 
tion. but in our countr\side we Iiave not heard of the scheme, 1’his 
sclieme exists only on |>aijer. In village.s we do not find any ('ivic Guard 
organisation, hut we find that a large sum lias ])eeii allotted for fhe 
organisation of Civie (hiards We do not know how fiovernment Hpeiid 
this huge sum though practically there is no existence of this organisation 
in villages. 

Sir, under “General Administration" we find that though Rs. J lakh 
was provided for communal harmon), only Rs. lo.lKK) has been utiliised 
and the Chief Minister or the Finani'e Minister has not lM»en good enough 
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enUgbteD ns aa to the way in which this Ra. 15,000 has been spent 
thouf^h there was a chorus of demand in the last session. The Finance 
Minister gave an undertaking that so far as communal harmony money 
was concerned, even a farthing would not be spent without a scheme, but 
there is no reference to any scheme and Rs. 15,000 has been spent. Many 
suggested that money provided la.st year would be spent for propaganda 
purposes rd' the Progressive Coalition Party, May we take it that it has 
})een sjient for that purpose!^ May we know from the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister liow he spent this money and where?' Ks. 1,18.000 for rural 
reconstruction whicli is one of the most imjiortant items in the nation- 
building vv(U‘k has been surrendered tor want f>f an\ scheme. Ma\ we 
know w’h> this annmni lias been surrendered r* There was a discretionary 
grant ot Us. 1,7‘1,IM)0 to the l)i‘>trict Officers for rural reconstruction. 
That has also been surrendered for want ot any scheme. May we know 
why these big sums, namel\, Uh 1,18,000 and Us l.'tl.OOO were provided 
in the budget for rural reconstruction and not a single farthing was spent 
and the Finance Minister d<»es not give us an> explanation why these sums 
were surieiidered. 

Sir, under the fiead “Oeneral Ailministration ' we tind increased 
provision tor District Officers and Kstablishmeni owing mainl> to the 
provision of 158 officers recruited into the U.J.C.S. cadre. Here there was 
a genuine grievance that these officers ought not to )ia\e been recruited 
in the w'a\ that they have been <lone. The\ ought to have lM*en recruited 
by the Public Service (huumission. One hundred and fifty-eight officers 
have been recruited, but it is a pit\ that the Public Service ('ommission 
had not b(‘en <'onsulted. This is a serious breach in the laws ot the 
country. I think that the Horrble Finance Ministei, who is also the 
Home Minister, should have given a sufficient explanation for this 
departure from the established custom of the ^•ount^y, but he lias absolutely 
no explnnatiou whatever to offer. Therefore. Sir, he has not come out 
w’ith any explanation for this d<‘parture from the ordinary and normal 
procedure in the country. 

Then, Sir, there is also surrender tor non-appointment ot Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries. Ma\ 1 ask the Hen’bie Finance Minister and Home 
Minister W'hy this sum was provided ami iluring whole one \ear they 
could not come to any deci^ion with regard to the aj'pointinent ot Pailia- 
mentary Secretaries and the amount had to be siirrendereil. 

Adlournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 12-8 p.m. till 3-45 p.m. on Monday, 
the 22ml February, 1M43, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
tbe Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

Thk Assembly met in the AsHemhl\ House, Culcuttu, Monday, the 
22n(] Fe}>riiary, 194d, nt d-4o p.iu. 

Present: 

Mr. Ih'puly Sj)eaker (Mr. Sykd .1 ddin H asiiemv) in the ('hair, 7 
Hoii'hle Ministers and 187 inemhers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to whkh oral answer# were given) 

Problems of Small Industries in Bengal. 

*S5. Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH SEN: ^/i) Will the Hon'hle Minister 
III char^re of the ( onnnerce, Lahour and Tiidustrien Department he pleaned 
10 state whether he is aware of the difficulties and war-time pndilemM which 
the large niimher of small and middle-Hi*e<l industries are facing? 

{In If the unswei to {a\ is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Miniater 
lie pleased to state wliat steps, if any, (lovernment pn>po«e to take in the 
matter? 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED (on behalf of the Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (o) Yes. 

{In Kver\ effort has been and is being made h\ the I)ire<’tor (*f Imlustries 
in collaboration witli appropriate authorities foi removal of difhcultieH 
>»heijever these have been brought to his iK»tice. A statement showing the 
action ‘'o tar taken in individual <‘ases is laitl on (lie Idbrary Table. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi; Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
be ple.ised to state what ha** fieen the action taken by the person or the 
authorities to whom (ioverninent referred the individual cH‘*es? 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: .Sir, is the Honble Nawab Hahadiir still seriou.siy 
ill? 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: What is the trouble with him, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: f have received toda\ al.so a letter from 
him saying that he in lying ill. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He is still «e«*n fre<pienting cinema 
hou»e»^ but it seems he cannot come to the H<iUMe. 

Thi H0fl*Mf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs The Assembly is not a cinema 
house. 
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Mn. HASINA MUR8HED: Will the honourable member kindly repeat 
his question F 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; From a perusal of the statement 
laid on the library table it appears that the Department of Industries has 
simply forwarded letters asking them to give help to appropriate authorities, 
sometimes to the ('oiitroller and sometimes to other departmens, but no 
mention has been made as to what action has been taken on these petitions. 

Mrs. HASINA MUR8HED: Government are not in a position to give 
any rletaile<l information with regard to the action taken, but the action 
taken b,\ this Government is already indicated in the statement laid on the 
library table, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not indicated there 

Mrs. HASINA MUR8HED: The statement shows the acticm taken by 
this Government which have recommended these petitions to various depart- 
ments, Controller and the like, but .so tar as Government gather most of the 
firms have been benefited. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Padiamentary Secretary be 
plea.sed to let us know what steps have been taken in securing coal supply 
for the small and middle-sized industries F 

Mn. HASINA MUR8HED: This question does not come within the 
acuqie of the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question is, '‘Will the Hon*ble 
Minister c(mcerne(i be pleased to state whethei he is aware of the ditficulties 
and war time problems 'which tlie large number of small and middle-sized 
industries are facing” F 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; The answer is m the 
uttirmative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am putting a specific ijuestion out 
of the general, namely, about the roal supply which is one of the many 
items in whii'h diffiiMilties are being e\p«Mienced 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: What is the question, sir^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What steps h ave (jovernment taken 
to ensure a stead\ suppl\ of steam coal for the ''luall and middle-sized 
industries?' I shall submit why T put this question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 complete the question F The 
present position is that the Controller of Coal Distribution whose oifice is 
at No. 1, ('ouncil House Street, decides the question of priority of wagon 
Bupi^y for large industries. I^arge indnatrial establishments get the 
priority from him. The Civil Supply Directorate, on the recommendation 
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of the District Ma^ristnite** concerned, allot |>riority wa^tms for amaller 
industries. So far as the ('ivil Supply Directorate is concerned they haire 
n«>t yet been able to secure 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What d«» >(»n want to knowl^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I want the llon hle t'hiet Minister to 
let the Hoii^e know wlicthei (loverment have done an.\ tiling'* to ensure a 
‘•te.idy suj>ply of coal. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: The hoiourable nieiulK^r’s (juesti(ui relates 
to coal. an<l 1 niusi >av lh.»t tli.it quc'.iion does not conic within the sco|>e 
oi tilth (|uestion 

The Hon«ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In Ills statement Dr. Sanyal 
has asked what stpji.s have ( loverntnent taken in reprard to this particular 
matter. The (juestion of c<»al aloni? with tlie question of toodstufts has 
been a matter ot j’Teal an\iet\ not onl\ to us but to everyboily else. So tui 
as (oal is com>erned- 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is domestic coal foi fuel ptirposes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: M\ (piestion is not tliut. M> (juestion 

relates to steam csial. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Both stand on the Maine foot- 
ing, So far as the coal supply i.s concerned I can tell the House that it wus 
decided at one time that there was abundant (oal of all kinds avallahle for 
Bengal. The only difhcult\ was transport. Mr. Ayyur, who, as you know, 
has been put on dut\ in connection with trunsjmrl arranged tor transjmrl 
and tor some tino* the arrang-enient was successful. Th(‘ incon\enicnce to 
winch Dr. Sanyal has relerred is. I admit, a veiy real one. and I would 
suggest that the jiroposal tfiat Dr. Sanyal seems t<i liave hinted at in tlie 
couisc oi his statement is a proposal which is worth considering. Mu> 
i suggest that he mii\ jdeasr ^ee Mr. Avvar tomorrow or at his convenience 
and suggest to liim the means <*1 getting over this difliciiltN 'f Onr difficult \ 
has fiecii that somf‘ officeis are located somew hcM’c .tnd soim* oihe? idficers 
are located at othci plac(*s. 'Du* staff for carrung out the ileeisioris (d 
\"iitioiis officeis are seji.iialed also In being located in diflercnf placi's. 
Now considerable time has elap.sed and lot of inconvenience has been caused 
to tlie public as a result of lots of difficulties. If there is a wa\ out (lovern- 
nient would be jierfectly prepared to accept that, provided that some 
practical suggestions arv given. I suggest that it Dr, Sanval would do us 
the favour of seeing Mr. Avyiir, (iovernment would then inCHt Mwnpafhe- 
ticully consider hi.s .suggestions 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hoirble the (Tief Minister 
be pleaaed to say if he is aware that the Bengal National Chain hf*r of (Vim- 
nierce in collaboration with other Chambers repreMcnfing Indian comm«r- 
cial communities have already represented to the Controller that they were 
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prepared to organise the small industries and to arrange for the distnbution 
of steam ooal for small industries P In this connection I may inform the 
Hon ’hie the (’hief Minister that it is not Mr. Ayyar who deals with this 
thing hut it is Mr. Aziz Ahmed, the Deputy Director of Civil Supplies; 
this subject is being dealt with in the office of Civil Supplies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of what 
J)r. Sanyal has said. If that he so, it is an important matter which I am 
siire tlie Dejiuty Director is looking into. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL. Whom shall I address my que'^tion, 
Sii-y 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You should addiess (lovernny^nt 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL. Will the (iovernment he pleased to 
state whether they are aware ot the tact that country weavers cannot pro- 
ceed with tlieir lo(mi work for want of thread oi dO and 4(1 counts P 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: I think the answer is in the affirmative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Varliamentary Secretary he 
pleased to state what are the difficulties referred to in question (o) to which 
answer “\es” is given P 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: I ask for muice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Parliamentary Secretai> he 
pleased to state if she has already repudiated that the (juestion of coal supply 
is not one of the difficulties mentioned.^ 

Mrs. HASINA MUR8HED: 1 did not lepudiate, hut I said that “it 
does not come within (he purviei^ (d this (juestion ’. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware 
that the supply of coal and of other materials and chemicals as also tran.s- 
portation are among the principal difficulties experienced }>y small 
industries P 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: Yes. imt no inontion has heen made alxmt 
coal in the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: .'sir, the Pailiaineiitary Secretary has 
onl.N heen reading from the printed reply and, as is often the case. Ministers 
and Parliamentary Secretaries do not g<t into tlie files and do not come 
prepared to answer su]iplementar\ (|uesTions. 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: Sir, 1 am not concerned with c(ml s(* far 
as this (|uestion is concerned, and therefore 1 cannot give any answer. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, the Agriculture Minister is 
absent and there are many questions which concern the Department of 
Agriculture and Industries. I suggest that those questions be held over 
until his return. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have arrang^ed that all the held-over ques- 
tions will be taken up tomorrow, and I will include this question with the 
rest. I cannot wait till eternity for the held-over questions to be replietl 
to and have arraiig’ed that the-^e (juesti«ms >hould be all taken up tomorrow. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: As the Hou'ble Nawab Bahadur is ill. 1 
am piepared to answer all his questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It has been deci<led to take them up 
tomorrow. 

Security prisoners in Bengal. 

*56. Mr* ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: tot Will the Hoiride Minister 
in charpfe t>f the Home IVpartment be pleased to state — 

(/’) the total number of securit\ pri.soners iir Beng:al up to the end of 
the month of December, 1942; uiid 

( // ) the amount of monex titat the (lovernment spends per head of those 
security prisoners*' 

{h) Is the (lovernment considering the desirability of releasing nil tliose 
s<»curity prisoners who are being detained without any trial 

MINISTER in charge of the NOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr. A. K. Paziul Huq): {a) {n (1) Political security prisoners — 1,540. 

(2) Criminal securit.\ prisoners —2,255. 

(fC It is impossible to calculate the amount accurately. The averages 
for tlie two classes are roughly as follows: — 

(1) Rs.f)9(t j)er annum |)er prisoner. 

t2) R8.178 per annum per prisoner. 

These figures do not include the expenditure on family allowance. 

(h) The desirability of releasing prisoners detainerl without trial is 
constantly under consideration of Government and orders of release in 
suitable cases are being and will continue to be issued from time to time. 
About 250 security prisoners have already been releas(‘d in this manner. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of tlie fact that the price of 
every nece.ssity of life has increased ahnonnully, will the Government be 
pleased to state if they consider or think it proper Or increase tire allowance 
of the security prisoners in jail or in detention anywhere? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question of the abnormal 
rise in the prices of foodstuffs has been taken into consideration and in 
many cases the allowances granted previously hove been increased. 

Mr. SYED ABUL MA4ID: Will the HorPble the Chief Minister be 
pleased to state if family allowance is given to every security prisoner? 

The Hofi'blf Mr. A. K. PAZLUt HUQ: No, Sir. 
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Mr» CHARU CHANDRA ROYs WilJ the Hon’bJe Minister he pleased 
to state when these allowances were increased H 

Tb# Hon’biB Mr« A* K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards family 
allowance 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, iny question is about allowances 
to security prisoners themselves and not about allowances to their families. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well. Sir. I will deal with 
these two kinds of allowances separately. Family allowance is given when 
it is found that the detention of any person as a security prisoner has told 
seriously on the sources of incxmie of the family and in the judgment of 
(jovernment it is necessary to supplement the depleted income* by granting 
tiirnily allowance to the members ot that family. In the case of allowances 
tf) members themselves it is decided on the status of the }»risoner's previous 
earning liefore liis arrest aii<l als<> other particulars which have got to be 
taken into consideration before deciding what allowance'* would lie suital)le 
in these cases. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: SiT. that was iK»t my question. My 
questi<m was, when were their allow. mces increased'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Th ey are being increased as 
soon as they are coming up to (loverniuent loi (smsideration. 

Khen Behedur MOHAMMED ALI: l\’ith reference to answei (o I 
( 11 ), will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether these amounts 
include clothing and tither ex|K*nditure in a<]dition to dietary expenditure 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No 

Babu MADHU8U0AN 8ARKAR: Will the lion Id, Minister be 
jileu.sed Ui slate tlie number after (Muisidtuation of which about 2bl) security 
ju’isoneis were released r* 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is iiiip(>'>*'*il)le toi me to 

g]v<' the answer ofV-hand, but it the tiOiumiahle nirniluM wants that inlor- 
iiiafion 1 can supply liiin with that latei on 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Ib.n'lde Mmistei he pleased 
to .slate, in the luce td the repl\ that he had given jiist a niiniiTe before that 
this Its. li)M) or Us. 178 does not include clothings and other things, what 
does it iiu’ludey 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is for maintenance and 
oiit-o[-]MH'ket expenses. 

Behu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Ministei he j)leased to 
state what ha.s been tlie increase in tbe diet allowance of the secuiiiy 
prisoners and wheiil* 
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The Hoii*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUft Formerly the allowance was 

9 aiiuan per head, and it han been increatted by the present Governiueiit to 
12 annas and b pies per head. 

Behu NARENDRA NARAYAN OHAKRABARTY: 

fw ’fhrr? c? jprnr snr wmi ^ wnn y«i 

f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On that iny answer i**, when 
it was raised from 9 annas to 12 annas ti pies, the prices were not so lii^rh, 
but at the present moment there are reus<Ju.H for rtH'oiisiderinjf the situation 
because prices are abii<»rinally lii^h. 

Babu NAAeNDRA NARAYAN OHAKRABARTY: ^ TrfTCTY 

^■<1 fVswi 5f? c^i tfi r 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most certninl>. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Ilon'ble Minister please tell 
the Hou>c wli(‘tliei (ioverninenf i> willing t<» cniisuler i1h‘ case (»f family 
allow unc(‘s of these secunt\ prisonern in view' of tlie abnormal rise in the 
prices ()1 tiecessar\ materials of livelihood;" 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: To clear the i)osition I may 
tell the House that I am in lav(uir of rt»viewing the allowances that are j^iven 
and increa'-iii^ them so as t<» meet the present tihnormul position. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hnn'hle Minis! er please state 
what is the aveia^^e monthlx iamll\ allowance ifiven to each security 
prisoner ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 could not answer that c]ueK> 
lion The inat(*nals with mm* at the present moment d<» ih>I enable me to 
answer the qm^stioii. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Munster please state whether the 
c«ise ()( Susliil Kumai lianei jee, an em)»Io.\ee of tie* ( drjiorat ion w ho was 
(IrawirifT K". P^’i montli. was brought to liis notic-el' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 remember the name, hut 1 
do not know (he details of the ease. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Iforrhle Minister please 
state what is the maximum and what is the miniMMim amount paid as family 
allowance tf) seeiiritv prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; It is very difficult to say. 
As far a.s I remember, some have been y-iveii as low* as Ks. M ami some have 
been ^iveii as lii^^h as Its. <•> or even Its. 8tJ. Kueh (‘ase is detdded tm its 
viwn merit. 

Dr. NALiNAKBHA 8ANYAL: Has (here been an> case in which a 
grant of Us. lOft ha« been made? 
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Th$ Hofi’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Dr. MAUMAK8HA 8ANYAL: More than H». 30P 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, up to Rs. 75. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister please state 
if it is ii fact that the (loveniment of Inrlia in a note sent to the Govern- 
ment of Benjral mlvised the latter not to pay anything more than Rs. 50 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know, but I have 
answered a (luestion very recently giving details, and I think it will be 
befon* the House very soon and you will find that .some of the allowances 
are as high as Rs. 75. ^ 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether 
Sushil Kumar Banerjee’s allowance has been fixed at Rs. 20 to maintain his 
family consisting of seven members and the petition is already before him P 
Is he going to consider the case? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer it from 
memory. It may be so, but if any reconsideration is wanted, I will be 
jirepured to reconsider the case. 

Bibu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister plea*<e 
state what are the basic principle.s according to which the family allowance 
of security prisoners is determined P 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Formerly Rs. 10 was the 

maximum during the previous (lovernment, but this Government has done 
away with the maximum and in consideration of ca.ses has granted allow- 
ances up to Rs. 75 a month. 


Family allowanoa of soeurity prtsoiior Babu Jamini Mohon Pal. 

*57. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) With reference 
to the reply given to the supplementary starred question No. 132, dated the 
11th March, 1942, regarding the pecuniary circumstances of the family of 
^♦H'urity prisoner Babu Jamini Mohan Pal, will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be please<i to state whether he has 
made any enquiry since thenP 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the result thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the said Babu Jamini Mohan Pal had a printing press in the 
town of (’omilla whereby he used to earn a good income; and 

(#t) that after his arrest and detention he is not deriving any income 
therefrom? 



1943,] 


quej^tions. 


293 


(d) Will the Hon*hle Miribter be pleaswJ to state whether Goverumeut 
have received any fresh petitions on the 22nd July, 1942, and the 23rd 
Aug’Ust, 1942, from Jamini Babu ^fivinjr the details of his present family 
circumstances ? 

{D If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Govermnent contemplate to jrrant him any family allowance y 

(/) If the answer to (c is in the nejfutive. will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased t(j state the reaMin thereof y 

((j} Will the Htni ble Minister be pleased to stale the srmrt'e, (/t) 
the uihount, and (/ot nuttnc of income, if an\. b\ which his family of siv 
members is bein^ maintained now y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (oi and m/i Yes 

{in A fanni\ allowance of IN lo per mensem lias been with 

effect from 1st April, 1!M2 

(( ) (/I lie had a pi’t"*s which puidnced a little incione, 

ill' No. the picsH uun lun b\ om* Smlhan'sliu i)utt ui absenct* of Babu 
Janmii Median Ibil and hi^ fainiK membeis us^-d to i»ct an income of about 
IN.l ' per mensem from rt till latelv 

{( ) llonourabb* member i'* icfeiied to the answer io rdause (/>•. 

(/ Doc'. not ari^c 

Uy ) Besides the allowance granted lh(‘ juisoncr has 2lt ktinn of land 
\ieldni^^ about 40 maiimU of pa<iii\ 

Mfi GHARU CHANDRA ROY* Will the Hon'hb' Minister )deas(* stall* 
it It Is mU a tact that when Jamini Miduiii Pal was not arrested, he used 
to ^et ilie whole income (d tlie jircss for himself and now this Smihanshu 
Dutt Is takiiifjr a sh.iM* ot th.it income y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not aware id that 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Hon'lde Minister please tell 
the House whelhci foi a family coiisistin^r of si\ meiiiheis this sum (d IN lo 
is sufficient in these days of ahnornially high prices !" 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 'I'll is is, of course, a matter 
of opinion. Bs. lu certainly seems to he not Hufficient fur some, hut it may 
be quite sufficient for otfiei>. It there are cunsiderulion.H which re(|Uire that 
the allowance shrmid he increu'sed, I shall he pleaserl to cunsi<ler I hem if 
any representation is made, 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'hle Mini.ster please state 
when Mr. Jamini Mohan Pal w a.s sent to the prison Y 

Tb# H0fl*bl0 Mr. A. N. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not got the details here. 
So, 1 cannot answer it. 

20 
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Point of Order. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Depiit\ Speaker, Sir, may I rise 
on an iifip(»rtant point of order and crave your indul^r<"uce for a little patient 
hearing’? Sir, on the last occasion the Chief Minister referred to the issue 
of the Ministers being permitted to lav before the House or publicly stating 
what advicf they have tendered to the (iovernor in relation to a particular 
matter. In that •coniie(‘tioii I beg tt) invite your attention to the message 
given to India l>y the Vicenty of India. Lord Linlitligow, on the 21st June, 
IJtdT, wliicli, us he stated, was intended to clarity the constitutional aspect 
and to restate ff)rmall\, as lie said, the constitutional position as between 
the (iovernors and their Ministers and to place on record once again at the 
climax of the then discusison that he had with the leaders of the Congress, 
the spirit in which the (iovernor, the (lovernor-deneral and His Majesty's 
(government apjiroach this matter. Sir, Lord Idnlithgow then stated as 
follows - 

“In all "Ueli inatteis in which he (/.c., the (ioveinori not ■specially 
re([uired to t*xercise his individual judgment it i** mandatory U])on the (jov- 
ernor to uecepi the ad\ice of his Ministers. Within the limited area of his 
sjiecial responsibilities a (i(»vernor is directly answerable to Parliament 
wh<‘ther he a('cepts or <loes not accept the adviei* ot hi" Minister".” This 

refers to the powers covered b\ imlividual judgment (The Hon’ble 

Mr. A K. Hio: Special ri'spoTisihility ) yes, under section o2 

of the (roMunnimil ot India Act. “Hut it the (iovernor," continued Lord 
f/inlilhgou, “is unable to accept (he ad\ne of his Ministers, then the 
r(*s]Kinsihilit \ tor his deeisioii is his ami his alone In that event, goes 
on Coni Linlithgow, “(he Ministers bear no res|M»nsibility for the decision 
and are entitled, if they so desire, publicly to state that they take no respon- 
sibilitN for that particular decision or even that they have advised the 
(ioveinor in an <»pposite sense." 

That clarifies the position reganling the Minister" having a right to 
etate at least to the House and also to the public, if they so desire, how and 
ill what >\ay (he> have ailvised in a particular matter \\hicb comes even 
within the sphere of individual judgment. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is \our point? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I seek y<uir ruling on this question as 
to whether this House has a right to know from the Minister concerned, as 
we hud tried to know through interpellations, what advice the Hon’ble 
Minister had given to the (iovernor in a matter Mhieli in hi.s own admission 
eomes within the sphere of the (iovernor s individual judgment. 

Sir, tliat is tlie position I am .seeking to elarif\. further. Lord 
laiilithgow said: “Ministers have the dut\ ol advising the Governor over 
the ^^hole range of executive government within the ministerial field, 
including the area of special responsibilities, and for advice .so given whether 
on matters within or without the scope of special res|$onsibilities Ministers 
are answerable to the l/egislature." 
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Sir, this is a very clear ex|K»8itioii of the whole position hy one W'h(» was 
responsible as (’hairman <»f the .Joint Parliamentary Cominittee for drafting 
the whole thing ainl this is alM» referred to (ui page 47 of the Annual Register 
of Intlia of lll.iT, where the interpretation td Ii<»n! Linlithgow has been given 
in a CMUieise wa\, and this nia> he referred to h.\ >ou if necessary. 1 would 
also in this <‘onnection invite your attention to ]iaragiuph IX of the Instru- 
ment (d Instructions to the tojveiimr where it lias been stated: “In all 
matters within the sc'ojie <d the executive authont\ of tin* province, save 
in relation to functions which he is retjuire<l b> oi undei the Act to exerx'ise 
in his discretion, (hir (tovernor shall in the exercise id the powers conferred 
upon him be gunled b> the advice of his Ministers. unh‘s,s m his opinion so 
to be guiileil^w (lubl be inconsistent with the fulfilment of an> of the spei’ial 
responsibilities which arc b\ the Act committed to liim 

Sir. 1 submit with reference to the specific case refene<l to, namel\ , the 
detention id i-ertain person.s as seiMirity prisoners, under the Defence of India 
Rules, tliat It comes under the special responsilolit les if the (iovernor so 
interpret. s it -though pers«»iiall> I am m»( piepar<‘d to admit that much -- 
even in that case assuming that if comes within the sp(‘cial respoii.sibilities 
<d the (iovernor. if \ ou will rea<l .section >'2 of thi' (iovernment bf India Act 
M»u will find that Mini-ters have got a tight to adm-i* That is also borne 
out b\ the fact, as has alread\ beiui s(ate4l b\ the Chief .Minister, that 
securit\ jinsoners are detained after a particulai peiiod iimler rule *J(» instead 
(d under rule iLVCittei reference to him. That il.self shows and the (iovernor 
liimself admits that these arc cases in wlnCh ministerial advice mnst be 
souglit. s(» that it death coiiics witliin the scojir o| individual judgment and 
not tii.scretion This is nid a matter of discietion and that point I want to 
make deal. If it is not a matter to he dealt with at the discretion of flic 
(iovernor but is a matter tf> be <ig<linaril\ decidi'd 1)\ individual judgment, 
tbeii. Sir, I submit tliat it Js not onl\ the dut\ oi the Minisleis to advisr but 
it is also their incumbent dut\ to acipiaint tins ILuisc as to liow (heir advice 
has been acted up to, and in case the (iovernor does not act up to that advice 
it is the right of the lyegislature — for which I seek your ruling — to get the 
proper reply from the Minister concerned. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Di SanNal is a hamed consti- 
tutional authority and the Icndure that he has delivered to us lias been very 
interesting, but I respectfully submit that it is abs<dulely irrelevant. Now, 
Dr. Sanyal will do me the favour of faking it from me that I have read and 
re-read and re-rea<l what liord Linlitligow lai»l down in defining the position 
of Ministers the (iovernoi. Sir. in w<uking J’lovincial Autonomy 

under the present Constitution if is likely thaf cases must arise, if is certain 
that cases will arise in which a Minister finds himself in confliit with the 
view tliat is held b\ a ftoverrmr and tlmse Ministers who luol administered 
seven 'of the Indian Provinces in the (Vmgress regime found it necessary to 
get their jmsjtion clarified and they got that detailed statement from flis 
Excellency the Vi<?eroy. As a matter of fact, I felt it somewhat interesting 
to ascertain whether the Viceroy’s declaration has been modified in view of 
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th»* circunistaiiceH coris(>quent upon the war conditions, and I have been 
assured that ihe assurance driven by the Viceroy at that time and the state- 
ment he made as to tlje j)o.>ition of Ministers -•-//- iv> the Oovernor stand 
f^ood even under the present conditions. 

N<)W, Sir, ])eff)re I discuss the constitutional position that has been 
defined in the declaration of His Excellency the Viceroy let me point out to 
iny learned friend who is already certainly aware of it, and I am only 
referring to it as an introduction to what I am ^Miinj? to say, that there are 
three classes f)f (aises which have jfot to Vie consi«lered in the discussion of 
relations between Ministers and a Provincial (iovernor There is the first 
class of ('ases which come entirely within the ministerial field and in those 
cases the (iovernor is not merely hound to ask for advice but b is mandatory 
on him to tollow the adviie I'iven by the Ministers (Dr Xai.inaksh.\ 
Sanyat.: I have .laid that.) In such eases it is not tlie juac’tiee for the 
Minist(‘rs to send enscs foi the coiiMdiMat jon of His K.\c<‘llenc\ tlie (loviunor, 
V>ut as soon ;is the .Ministers indicate their o])inion. the ptMinanent olhcmls 
Carrs ont the onleis eonlained in tlu' st^tmiient oj the ease niadt* Its the 
M inistei s. 

m 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not meessanls it ties diftei 

Th6 Hon'bl6 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* Idien tlnoe is the st>cond class 

of cases svhicli are in tlie (iovernoi's imlividual jndinneni There the 
(b»veinor i> to usi’ertain the vn‘sv (d tlie Mimst«*is ami the .Ministers are to 
t<*nd(‘r their advice, Imt tht‘ (iovernor is mu bound to aeee)U the advice 
tendered b> the .Ministers. 

I'hen comes the third class of eases which (‘ome under the (invernor’.s 
sfieeial respon.siliilit s (Dr Nai.inaksua Sanysi.: No. Sir. discretion.) 
W'here the (loveinor is not onls not boulfd to follow the advice but not even 
bound to ask tor the advice Nosv tin* (‘usc of .securits prisoners comes under 
the (ioveriiors ^[leeial responsibility. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is the .second catejj^or\ . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 'bird I maintain it is tliird 

aud Dr San.\al says it is secoml. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 submit, that uui maintain a thing 
whicdi is not true and the ver\ fact that loiir advice was .sought proves that 
it ia not .so. v 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will take one definite case. 
Supposing. Sir. the .I*oHce are of the opinion that Dr. Saiiyal should Vie made 
a security prisoner (A voick : (rod forbid.) And .somehow' or other that 
consummation is attained, and Dr. SanyaV is in custody, an order will be 
passed under section 129 

Dr« NALINAK8HA SANYALs Yes; liecause there Ministers have 
ebeady divested themselves of the responsibility, otherwise they would not 
have done evenHhat. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The> Lave ilelegatetl jwwers. 

After that tlie rase will ooine up to the Home Minister for orders under 
rule 2(J. The Minister may agree with the Police that the detention is quite 
justified and therefore an order under rule 2<» should be passed. He may 
think that this arrest was not justified and then he ma\ ocunmunicate his 
advice that he should be releaseil. The Oovernor might agree with the 
Minister and lie ma\ i>e released or the (lovernor might not agree with the 

Ministei and order that he .should be detaine<l in custod\. Now if the 

Minister differing from the (iovernor so desires, he can make a statement to 
the House: T tendered this advice to the (iovernor, but the (iovernor did 

not accept it and in this ]nirticular case I am m>t taking responsibility for 

the detention* ' 

It tin* MiniNfei d<‘Nin‘s sn to '<.i\ to the H(»un(‘. “I ga\»* this a«lvice and 
that was not a('ce]>t(‘d.” he can make a statement in the Hniisi', but if the 
Minister dia**. not dcsiie to let tiie House know what passed between him 
and tlie (ioM*rnor, I do not tliiiik. Sir. the constitutional jiosition as explain- 
ed b> l)i San\,il comes to this, that I can be ('imijadled b\ a s»‘ri<*s of 
(jilestions to discioso tin* advice that I ha\(* tendered 1 have got lhi‘ right, 
it I so desiie, tn dis(l(>se what advice I have given bv making a statement 
in the Housi\ but if 1 do not so desin*. I do not think tliat the position as 
exjilained in the \ iceiov s dei laration allovv.s a member (d lliis House to 
require troni me a sialement as to wliat advM‘e I iiavi* tembued 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 3ANYAL: Mav I ii aw \«iur attention for the 
clanheation of the issue laised bv the Hmi'lde Clnel Minister t(t fliist' Of 
course these vvmds “it the Ministm so ♦b»sires’' appear m Lor<l I,inlithgow’’» 
statement, hut that d«‘siro does not indicate anv discretion (d the Minister. 
In fact, the Ministers are uoi vesio<l \^itli sueh discret lonarv jiovvei Lord 
Linlithgow turther goes oii ami sa\s this that it advieo was given whether on 
matters wjttnn (jt wiihoijt the scope of special i(*sp<»nsibdit ies Ministers are 
aiiswerahle to the Legislatnie I he <|uestion <d answ enihilit v makes (ho 
position clear. 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sii , I think tlie position wil) he clear if (ho 
Him hie Chief Minister, instea*! of tiving to convev to the House that he liad 
given some advice which had not heen a(’cepted. had c leailv staled, “I (ak« 
full respoiisihilitv for the action." because the attitude wliich he has taken 
up when he refuses to disclose what advice lie lias given leads onl\ ti> one 
conclusion and that is that he accepts reNponmbility for the orcler that has 
been passed. If lie does not accept the resfionsihility then he can lake the 
procedure, laid down bv Lon] Linlithgow, viz., that he will discbise (he 
advice he ha.s given, (trice he refuses fn disclone the arlvice fie iias tendered, 
he must accept le^ponsibilit v fr)r the <»rder passed, am! he mu-t not try to 
give the Hou^e an impression that he had given some advice tt» somebfifly 
and that somebodv had not taken that advice. If he take- up that attitude 
Dr. Sanyal and mvsfdf will liave no ipiarrel with him. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have iiothiujr further to say. 
J think that the position which Dr. Sanyal and Sir ^azilllud(lin have tried to 
make out is this. As I have said, supposing I give certain advice, the 
Governor may or may not accept it. If he accepts, then there is an end of 
the matter. If he does not accej)t, 1 can revise my opinion and agree with 
the Governor. Then I take the re8ponHi])ility for the order that has been 
passed. But that is entirelv different from trying to find out from me what 
is the advice I have tendered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I remind the Hoirhle ('hief Minister 
that m> ijuestion on that da\ was ver\ .specifier' I wanted to ascertain from 
him whether Mr. Suresh Cliandra Majumdar, Mr. Sat>a l‘ri\a Banerjee and 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, these tliree mtunhers, were detained under rule 
2(i with his consent or not. That was my ‘Specific (|uestion, in rep]\ to \\hich 
tlie Ffon’hle ('hief Minister triisl to sa\ something \\hicli we understood 
from liis gestures, }>ut lie thouglit tliat he could not disclose the whole truth 
for certain rejis(ms 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The wlioh* thing i-x Indore me. After 
examination and cross-examination h> l)i Sanxal. Sn Nazimuddin and 
others what he said was this, “1 will rea<l the iuh‘s ;ind se(‘ how the ])o.sition 
stands. 1 am prepared to look into the (piestion (»ncc again to .■^ee how' tar 
within the lights that I posse.ss I <*an disclose the intoimation ask(*d for in 
this Iloiisi* 1 will recoiisidiM the mattei. hut 1 think that this i*, the 
positKui whadi I can legit imat*d> take up It 1 .on wmn;^ 1 am willing to 
look into the wlmh* mutter .iml unless I am convinced m>s(‘lt that I can do >o 
uiidet tin* constitution, 1 am atiaid 1 cannot give more nitorination than T 
have given 1 am howevei piepaied to nnauisnlei the m.ittei It 1 am 
wrong 1 will give intormation as much as I <‘an, hut I mu>xt act within the 
constitution.” 

Dr. Suuval, the ])oint id order raised hy you is no doulu a grave constitu- 
tional (|Uesnon. It is impossihh* tor me t<» give a ruling off-hand. Of 
course, when the (juestion has been raised in tlie House it is my duty to give 
a ruling. 1 am hound to do no, and I shall give m^ ruling either tomorrow 
or the day after when I shall get all these records from the office. 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sii. we cau very well 
congratulate ourselves on the gooil fortune of having our budget presented 
for the first time in Bengal hy a unique personality. f'iiiance Ministers 
presenting hudgets which are often too abstruse for the comprehension of 
onlimiry intelligence are geiierull> characterized as jugglers in figures. Our 
present Finance Minister may nr mn\ not be such a juggler, but one thing he 
certainly is — a great artist, whether of the “(|uick change” ty{>e or not, it 
is not for me to say. His artful replies to questions in the Asseiiihly, his 
artistic e(|uivocation on the question whether he takes resiKiusihility for 
cert t 11 actions of his officers, his full-throated and solemn promises on the 
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floor of the House and outside, perhaps never meant to be fulfllleii, the 
beautiful varnish that he paints on unseemly deeds, the muvsterly steering of 
the ship of his political allegiance in conformity with the slightest change in 
weather have all contributed to his reputation as a great artist. The budget 
that he has presented is in keeping with his reputation. Xot only is his 
budget statement arti«iiically short suppressing as much information as 
possible, but the proposals themselves, denuded of all cumbrous and 
inartistic schemes (d a nation-building character exhibit the touch of his 
masterly hand. 

Air. Iswur Das dalan in initiating the debate rcdened to the general 
political situation in the ('ountr\. That we are passing through extra- 
ordinary time.# one can deny. Ajiart from the suflerings entailed by the 
war, suftering.s which ue share uitli the rest ot the world, there i.s a 
wide.spread sense of fiustration throughout the length and breadth of the 
Indian .suh-coniinent on account of (he elog that has been put on the wheels 
f)f political progress d'he d(»a<llo(‘k is t«o-f<dd However veiled under 
spt'Cious j)leas. on the one -.ide iheie is the iiiolouhled reluctunee to transfer 
real powei and on the ntliei iheie is (he lamentahle spectacle of the tw'o 
princijial nations Inni}: in this land failing to arrive at an honourahle 
undeTsiaiidiny wiih each othei, due mainly to the unreasunahle anil atrogant 
ridusal of one to concede the light of self -det(‘rminat ion to the other, a right 
leiognised all o\er the \\oild ,ind <atneeded under snnievvhal similar 
cii ciiiiistanii's and with most s.»lntar\ r<*snlt^ in So\ nM Itussia. The dead- 
lo( k at the othei end cannot be removed until and unless we have resolved 
the deadlock at home Could we in Bengal do something towards the 
sidiitiftii of this impiisNC in our home front 7’lie way in which the adminis- 
tration of the piovince n lieing run is onl\ contnhuting to tlie tightening 
of the deaillock. Xo amount of money provided in the budget for communal 
harmony could ever he expected to achieve (he desired result without u 
solution of the ahovementioned outstanding [»rohlem It was a monumental 
folly to provide a sum of one lakh in the current year’s budget for communal 
harmony. The administratimi ha.s found it impossible to spend the bulk of 
the money. The Opposition criticism of the lust year has come perfectly 
true. The sum of Rs. lo.tMXf that has been spent has been, we suspect, 
devoted to party purposes. The Ministry owes an explanation to the House 
in th’s respect. 

It is said from certain quarters that the present Ministry has no definite 
policy and has utterly failed in whatever scheme.s it ha.s undertaken. Those 
who say so do an injustice to the Ministry because in certain reHpe 4 ‘ts the 
Miiihstry has a definite and clear cut policy and has been putting it into 
operation in a most efficient manner. 

Sir, let me here try to classify the fitdd of administration in r^ation to 
the jwlicy of the Minist^^ . From this point of view the entire field of 
administration can he divided into three distinct caf^-gorie?.. viz.: — 

(1) Matters in le^peit of which the Ministry has a definite policy. 
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(2) Matters in respect of which the policy of the Ministry is a policy 
of abject surrender. 

I'd) Matters in respect of whi(‘h the Ministry has no definite policy 
except the policy of drift. 

I intend to deal with these items seriatim. The one matter in which the 
Ministry has a definite policy i.s “Repression and persecution of the Muslim 
League and Mussalmans,” and this policy the Ministry has been executing 
with chara<‘teristic efficiency ever since it assumed office. I shall now give 
a few instances. There is a four-pronged attack against the Muslim League 
and Mussalmans. The first prong is directed against Chairmen of local 
bodies, who owe allegiance to the Muslim League. Mu.slim League Chair- 
men are being systematically ousted, by hook or by crook, from all self- 
g<»verning institutions and other statutory boards such as district boards, 
munici[)alities, district school boards, union boards ^nd debt settlement 
boards. The nefarious part played hy (iovernment in securing the removal 
of the (’hainiMUi of the Faridpur and the llankura l)i*'trict Boards is now 
knowri t<» all. They playe<l no meue honourable part in respect of the 
Muslim League fdiairman of the District Board ot Bogra. Action is also 
being hatclied against the Muslim League Chairmen ot the Rajshahi, 
Mymensingh, Bahna and Dacca District Boaids. The Chittagong Munici- 
pality has been superseded because it W'as being ])resid(‘d ovtT by a Muslim 
League (diairman, whatever other ostensible ground the tiovcrnment may 
adduce for their action. The Noakhali Municipalil\ ha" been superseded 
under most eMraordinar\ circumstances. The t<*rm (*t tiie old Board was 
over and new elections were completed. Betoie the new Board could come 
into office the municipality was supersedeil because m tin* new election the 
majority of the seats had Ix'en captured b\ Muslim T>eaguers The shame- 
less behaviour of the Ministry in resp(‘ct ot th<* Myimmsiugh District School 
Board is known to all. Muslim League (’hairmen art* being ousteil right 
and left fnmi union boanls, debt settlement bcnirrls and jute committees all 
over Bengal. Wonder of wonders, the repre.sentativt*> of the Muslim League 
Barliamentarv I’arty, the main Opposition in the House, have been ousted 
even from the .lut«‘ Ad\isory Committee constituted under the -lute Regula- 
tion Act for the purpusi* ot a^Uising (iovernment as to the (juota of land to 
be sown with jute in any ])articular year. The Ministry is really making 
history. All this is being done to ciUNh the iiiHuencc of the Muslim League, 
the ai’credited and universally recognised t>rgani''ation of the Mussalmans of 
this country. 1 can assure the Ministry that they will never be able to kill 
the Muslim licague and that in the attempt they will only kill themsidves. 
They are forging with their own hands the fetters in which they will be led 
to the gallows when the hour of rendering account comes. 

Th« Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. is it open to 
the bon<ftrable member to threaten others that they will be led to the 
gallows}^ tEi'^igbter.) 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; You are excepted. (Laughter.) The 
second prong of this offensive is directed against the propaganda arm of the 
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Mu«litn League- Every ob^turle is l>eing placed against Muslim League 
demonstrations, black flag and otherwise and against bolding Muslim 
League meetings. In cases in which permission for meetings cannot be 
altogether withheld imjiossible and impudent condititms are imposed, such 
as (1) the MiniNtrv or irKlividual Ministers must not In* criticised; (t?) no 
controversial mutters should l>e discussed, and so on and so forth. The 
Defence of India Rules are being freely misused and Muslim T-*eaguer« 
prosecuted on frivolous charges never contemplated to come under the 
purview of the Defence of India Rules. 

The third pnuig is ilirected against Muslims getting their proper share 
in (iovernment ai^pointment‘< Wherever the Ministers cun interfere a 
candidate vitji leaning> towaid** the Muslim I^eague or whose parents or 
guardian*' are Muslim LeagmT" have no chaio'e of getting a (iovernment 
j>Oht . In man\ lnstallce‘^ the Nervice ratio rules are being given the go-by 
To frustrate the claims ttt Mu-'liin candiilates Ho\\ ilic Muslim cttminunity 
has been practicalh ousted Irom A. R. 1*. appointments is now well known 
to tlte nfembers ot the llous,* 1 would like to refer in passing to the 

inteiesting ^idc sii(>w-> tliat are taking place behind the screen along with 

the open reptessKMi of the M u>hm League. A new family touch has been 

introduced 111 tile distribution of ( i«iv(‘rnment pationage Nepotism is no 
longer (‘ontined lo favouritism to nephew- Br(»thers and soiis invested with 
qualification- not I'otifeiied b\ an\ recoguiseil university hut hy “uniform 
loyaltx to Hnti-h kings. ha\e their iightfnl place in the lM‘irar<d)y of 
nejiotisni undei this -liaineless regime. 

Yet a touitli piotig again-t the Muslim nation is the Ministry’H 
liehaviour tow aid- tlie pndilem of iiiu-n before mosijues No stone ban 

been left uiituined to wound Mn-lini susceptibilities ami to crush bv brutal 
force Musinii jiioiest in this n*speet and Iheie is a widesjiread ilisi'ontent 
amongst Mussalmans throughout the length and breadth ot this province. 
Sir. 1 now ((tine to the s,«cond categorx of the held of administ t at ion ill 
whieli the Ministrx iias no ])(dic\ (»f its own. but follows a j)olie\ of abject 
surrender. Tlie fir-t tiling worth notici* in this resjant is what has been 

ebai aeten-ed b\ Mt Jalan a- a policy of reiiressiftn . Mr dulan forgets 

that this is not tlie Ministrv - <»wn ladiey. They are in this respect simjily 
carrying out the [>o)ic\ oi the ( i(n'et iiment of India. The most eiinous part 
of tlie aflaii i- that the Miriisiiy doe- not simuii to agree with the (b»vern- 
ment of India in thi- nia1t<'r and \et ha- ri<»t the boldness toi say so. The 
('hief i'i/rrf lioiiie Minister liiin-elf behaves in a fashion as if he does not 
know his own mind. He goes on hunting with tlie hound and running 

with the hare witlt impunity He does not know whether to own or deny 

resp(uisihilit\ when (piestioned about the arrest and detention of some 
prominent members (d this House. He i- not hcdil enough to assert whetfier 
his offieer.s behaved jiroperlx in dealing wjtli the subversive movement in 
the district ot Midnaport*. nor ha- he the courage to sav that there is u 
prtiiui fart4‘ ease against the oth< ers. whi<*h alone could justif\ the entjuiry 
into their eonduet that he has promi.sed on the flo(»r of this Holme. He 
made a similar promise in the last session of the Assemhlv to institute an 
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enquiry iutn the Dacca Jail shooting incident. He has not yet had the 
courtf'Hv to tell the House why the promised Enquiry Committee has not 
yet been cmistitiited. Is he going to behave in the same fashion with 
regard to his promise to make an enquiry into the alleged Midnapore 
excesses? Will he come })efore the House with a plea that he has had no 
hand in these matters? If so, was it not his clear duty to consult those 
who have a hand in tlie matters before he gave solemn promises to this 
Htuise? Is he enham ing his own prestige and the prestige of the province 
by behaving in such shametul, slavish and treacherous manner? 

Anolher important matter in which the Ministry has been following 
n pcilicy ot ahjeci surrender i^ its jute jjolicv Could a Ministry that is 
its own mastei decide the quota ot land to be sown with jpte this year 
after the sowings liave ulreudv commenced? When will licem-es be 
prepared ami given to the cultivators? ()bviuU''l\ growers have been and 
•will, tor a considerable time t(» come, have been sowing without any 
licences ladng given to them and the contifd will thus he reduced to a 
farce Again, what could he the justification tor fixing eight annas as 
the (juota? May we know what was the recommendation ot the -lute 
Advis)»r\ (’ommittee constituted umler the duie Ifegulatnui Act, all the 
Jndian M. L A. members ot which now belong to the Progres‘.i\e 
Coalition Parts? I am told the\ ?ec(unmendt‘d onh louj annaN That 
was also the general opinion expre-x^rd in thi'x Hoiix* At whose hidiest 
then the (io\ernment came to tho liel.ited de» isiufi that this \eai ■> ijllota 
should lie eight aiiria>? IfcM- aCo the Ministry has hdlowed a polic\- ot 
abject surr'cndei suirender not onl\ ot the rights ot ihi* Pi-o\iiicial 
(iovernineiil as sUch, hut, what is mora* dejdorahle. surrender (d the vital 
interests ot the cultnators. the inten'sts (d tlu* imisscs. tin* interests of the 

jieople ol Bengal? 

I conn* last to tin* tlnrd cah*gor\ ot matters in whnh the Ministry has 
no definite Jndicv , hut lias been loliowing a pidic\ (d diitt The first thing 
that comes to one's mind in this respei t is the (iovernmeiit s treatment ot 
the tood prohlein. J’his (piestion has already been disiiissed threadbare 
in this House and will he turther discussed sluuti\. I would, therefore, 
make oiil> a brief retereiice to it Whatever the (jovenimeiit have 
hitherto done has onl> woiseneii ihe .situation. Every remedy they have 
apjdied has aggravated the disease. They are at present doing nothing 
to push forward the vitally connected “(irow Mure Food” campaign. 
They have rather stahfied it in the back by fixing eight annas a.s the 
<'oming gear’s jute i|Uota. What we dread to contemplate is that this 
policy will bring Bengal to ruin in no time. There will be widespread 
ficarcity ami itimine. Thousands will die of starvation and millions w'ill 
die of deadly maladies that always visit famiue-striekeu lands. Govern- 
ment will soon have to begin a iiew' campaign — a “Bury More Dead’' 
campaign. The> do not .seem to know the conditions prevailing in large 
traets of the country. About tiP per cent, ot the people have no money in 
their hand. Most of them are unemphiyed and have already sold almost 
all tin ‘ * ' " ‘ heir lands and even 
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plough cattlt* They are nlrea»i\ ihe brink of the precipice. A few 
btepA- more anil the\ will be huiletl into the tathoinles.s abysw. The Food 

Minister is fiddling away U'i ioe!iil\ ever. He has not seen to it that 

sufficient inoiie> he pri>vided in the budget tor the *'(irow More Fih)( 1’ 
campaign. The ^uni (d IM lakh^ that was provided in the revised budget 
has not Wn rejieated in the next \ear‘> budget. Does this mean that the 

Mini^try ha-' no scheme in connectnui with tlus camfuiign to be executed 

in the coming \eari^ Ihen again, we find that under the hinid “Famine' 
there is no sj>ecial provision tor the appieliemled situation. There WMis an 
increa.sed provision (d M lakhs in the revised budget tor giving relief to 
the fiood-st rnken areas (d Midnapoie and J t- P.ii ganus. In tin* (‘oming 

\ear*s budget there is notlnng but .i icpetnion oi the normal provision. 
There could inft be an_\ iiioie tlagiaiU la« k ot 1 inai* mat ion . This \car they 

Inol to deal with Midna])oie and J 1- I’.ii gamt- alone. In the <-i»tntng year 

the\ will have to dt-al with t\vt»-tliinU ot the piovince ami at h'ust a sum 
of Ifs .■) croK's will he neces-^aiv toi gi.ituiteus n*litd and agricultural 

loan, it imt toi ai-tual famiin* lelict. 

'Ida* second Hem 1 want to touch upon i> the .ibseine o| anv provision 
in the hiidgct toi aii\ «on>!tu<u\e >«« heiiie d he wai lias luought in its 
tram not onl\ “hli»oil. toil and "vveat ' but aUo unn)Uc and un |u ciauleiited 
r»jij)oi t im it ic' tof nidusin.tl dev < li»|inicnt U hat .iie we doing m that 
icsjtcct 'I'lic wai li.i' made U' .i i ! ic.ilisc (d w !ial mij)oit.mee the sail 
and tlie >ugai mdimt'ie'. aie in Bengal We tiioL m tin* budget onlv a 
linkeimg with llic jinddeiii (d "alt in "ono limited aicas on a collagi* 
indu'irv !i.t"i> I he hinlgei njtcf> no pinspe, t ot anvtliing like a solution 
ot the sail |ilnldem ot Hellg.il. 

Niilhmg what"oe\ef i> ludng dtme m le^pe* i id sugar A good ilea! 
eoulil be dom^ t(u eottoii-g-row mg' m this cini'itren. v. but we have to siuirch 
in vain m l)ie budget tor anv pniv isioii toi this 

The Kilueation, Medical and Bublii- Health Dejiart nnuits an* being 
unduly starveil, 'Die S»*ci»ndy Kdmation sih«*mi* is i»tt»M‘t ividv sbelve«l. 
Griiwlh (d jinmarv educutnui is at a "tandstill in the ne.xt Vi*ar we 
eauniU expei-t to gel even a <juarter id iuir rei|uiremi*nts in (luinine. Many 
other ilrug's have muile themselves scane. ami can be hail iinlv ui prices 
l>e>ond the means of the onlinarv man. Ni>w was the time ti»i eucouragiug 
the ayurveiiii . ununi auil the homeirpatim- svsti-ms fd medicine. Milliona 
are bouuii ti) ihe next vear fiir want (d treatment The ( ioveriirnent ought 
to have eviilved a scheme ff>r tlie subslitutmn. wherever neces.sary, of the 
existing system by iiidigemuis sv "terns almut the soundness of whi<di there 
cannot l>e any ijiiestion. 

Sir, whatever field of admmistratiiUi we turn ti>. wi- fiml eviilence of a 
lamentable lack ot imagination, initiative and i onstnn tivi* ability coupled 
with mismanagement aiul < orriipt prai tii es, w'hi<dj if not finicl\ averted 
w’ill bring utter ruination tf> this fair lariil 

Mr# dt W, CHIPPENDALE: Mr. Deputy .Speaker. Sir, in normal 
times the framing id a builget i" a veiv ilifficult task, (fur money is 
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restrifted and the claims are very numerous and important. We have the 
Government departments to consider; we have also nation-building schemes 
and provision for public utilities and so on. Well, all these have got to be 
satisfied. I have not seen any one year in which every member of this 
House has been satisfied about the provisions contained in the budget. It 
has always been a difficult one and now, Sir, we are in straitened times. 
War is at our door. Money is scarce. We have Wn visited by natural 
calamities. Everything around us points to perplexities and strenuous 
times. Therefore, at u time like this it is but natural that (lovernment 
should seek the line of least resistance. They could not do anything better 
than wliat they have b(*en pleased to give us. It is true it does not satisfy 
many, but what can be done under the circumstances? You cannot evolve 
a better budget than the budget which they have produced. 

Sir, in the ]>roviHi<»n.s made in the budget I am glad to notice the items 
referred to as “ Kxtraordinar\ Cliurges " War efforts should be the fir.st 
consideration of this Hotise and everx ()ther House f)t a similar nature 
thnmghout India. These items refened to are pait and |)arcel of xvar 
effort and therefore I welcome them. No doubt the expenditun* would be 
consideralde hut, Sir. it is a dire nei-essitv. Oik* of tin* items in xvhich I 
am iiiten'sted and which ought to int<*rest us all is the creation of a 
Directorate of (^ivil Supplies. The problem whi<-h tlo^v will he called upon 
to tackle is not only a difficult problem but the most imjmrtanf ])r(d)lem of 
the day to wliich we must give our b(‘st consideration. It goes to the very 
rmit of law and order for vvhiidi His Kxcellenex tlie Oovernor is himself 
ultimatidv lespimsilde ; ami therefore the appointment vi such a l)in‘i*torate 
IS essential Now, Sir, I trust Uiat there will In* no importation of an 
expert in tins eonne<tion We do not want exjiert**. Tlie it‘sourees of 
Heiigal aie ver\ sh'nder and nobod\ wants a burden <ast u]>on them All 
tliaf We ask is this, that the Directorate should ]»roe(‘(‘d vigonnislv with a 
singleness ot purp(»se and a single e\e to dutx . Wliat they should exercise 
is eommotisense. The\ must make mistakes. It is hut natural. Let them 
make mistaki's The\ can casilx r(‘etit\ these mistakes as ihe\ go along 
•and pi(»ceed with ihe woik tenacioush. teailes>.l\ ami e<iuitahly. 

We ha\e h<*anl a great deal about lK*arding Now iioarding f(U' consump- 
tion is an instinct with whu-h every animal is horn into this world and man 
is IK) (*\eeption to the rule It is hoarding tor resale with exorbitant and 
(>p]»res,sive profits winch is hate«l h\ all Kverxhodx detests it. and I hope 
that the Directorate will ^ee all things done in due order, with precision 
and with strength, juinisliing those who contravene the rules in an exemplary* 
mannei . 

Sir. 1 have no '•\mpathy with committees, ('omunttees framed for this 
purpose will he wor.se than useless. We want. Sir, action and md speeclies. 
It is fot that leason that I gladlx welcome the Directorate. 

Then there ns lastlx one <»ther mutter to which I may advert. The Chief 
Minister has told us that additional taxation is net'essary. There is no 
doubt that he is right. Money iiuist be bad. Amongst the items for 
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additiuual ta.vatiou there is one that deserves our serious consideration, 
namely, taxation on consumption ot electricity. As it is, we are paying 
t(M» much for our lights and fan> in t'alcutta. 1 trust. Sir, that this severe 
burden cast upon us will cease when the problems of war are over and normal 
times return. 

I think. Sir, that on the whole we may welcome the budget and thank 
the Ministers for having given us of their best. 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Mr Deputv S]>eak.t. Sir. 1 am 
afraid I can haidl\ < ongratuiatc the (iovt rnnooit upon the "tatciutMit made 
h\ the H on’hlc (’liief Mim^tci and Minister ot Finaioi* in presenting the 

budget for th^* (oming year. I am alst» Mire tfial in tills view my honour- 

able colleagues ill tile A>seinbl\ and a largt* number ot iiitlueiit ml and 
infoiiiHMl pul)h( men ^xill epim* t*ntirel> in m\ faxoiii 'riie Hoii'ble 
('hief Mini'tei has leinarkeil that the essential pioblem of todav in Bengal 
and the pioblem wlin h aflei ts OU per cent (d Its inluibitants i<, the problem 
(d ft'oi] sup|d\ and tio supp!\ mI essenli.il I'oni mod 1 1 H*s There ran be iin 
eompi <»ni ise (Hi this tjut-stiun tliat uhatexei the e\igeneies o) the siluahoti, 
the siipph must hr .is^uird \ "U laniiot liUixinte t lie /v/K/u/'. the dumb 
miMuui^. that till is at w .n ami tliex must sjeiifiee in view of the 

emergent times tliiough whnh we are passing 'j'*' <|Uo(e the J’lemier 
himself on a fonm-i oeeasion what the\ need is pine and simple dnl Idnfl 
But. Sn. what ttssu? no < is foitheoming from the statement of the llotTble 
Chief Ministei that the r/a/ hfnit of the Bengal niitfiits has been assured?' 
Wbat he does >a\ todax is that the eontlol of supjdies cannot be iditailied 
in a ilax But, Sir. the ijiiestmii ot eoiitiol of supplies is btdng taekled 
bx the Bioximial (ioxeinment in (a»-o}M*iation xxith tlie Centrtil (lovern- 

nieiit for months noxx- and. Sit. xvith what result?' 4'he renult has been 

dearth and seareitx in the muiassil, queues and food riots in the im‘tropoli.s 
with priet*s rangings from ‘JtMl to d(M) jier eent ab(*ve the norniu! in the 

open market and anything iij) to Ht times in the black market. 

Sir, there is not a word of boj>e in the l^remier’s speech. If as the 
Bengal (loverunieiit suggested to the (.Vntral Government the wavs and 

ineau^ wherein the food situation can reallx be solveil?' What steps have 
they taken to st^* that exports can be rigidlx eontrolbul or eiirtaibMl?' Is 
there an\ indication in his speech that the ••onsuiner vx’ould la* taken into 
confidence, that a ••oniniitt«-e of expert.s and non-offieiuls will be appointed 
to as.sist the (ioverriment in devising means for the prodm-tion and distri- 
bution of f(H>dstufts. eontnd ami fixing of quotas?' But. Sir, on tfie 

other hand, xxe are tobi tiiut the tliffieiiliies in reganl to railway transport 
are at the root of the situation. But, Sir, what stejis have been taken to 
utilise the waterways of Bengal?' If the truth is to be tidil, it must be 
admitted that the present deplorable food situation is due to complete 
chaos here and abroad, — <haos in the Provincial Government wTiere 
inexperienced men have been appointed to tackle a problem much beyond 
their capacity and chaos in the relations between the Provincial and the 
Central Governments in which there is no co-ordination whatsoever. 
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Sir, rej^ardinK the coaJ and fuel situation, what the Transport Member, 
the Ifon’ble Sir Edward Bentharll. confessed in the Assembly was that 
while a few months ago Id to 14 per cent, of the available wagons at 
collieries in Bihar and Bengal were allotted to the public, this {KTcentage 
had now been reduced to five. After this, is there any wonder that the 
present condition in Calcutta will be deplorable and will continue to be 
deplorable?^ What steps have been taken by the Bengal Government to 
safeguard the interests of the metropolis?' It is no use complaining that 
the jirensent shortage is artificial and deliberate, that the handling of the 
food i»nd)lem has been wrong, that there had been pr(»fiteering and 

hoarding by tradesmen. Sir, the tradesmen were there before and have 
all along been there. The fact remains that in any scheme that the Govern- 
ment has formulated there was no proposal whatever f6r an equitable 
distribution of foodstuffs. 

In this <'onneetion, 1 caiiiioi help recalling that members of my 
community, I mean the Seh<*dnle Castes numbering^ ab»)nt (me-fitth of the 
total ]K»puljition of the [»r<»vinee. were not c(msnlted in the so-called “firow 
More Food” campaign. Their assistance was not sought to the extent 

which was (lesira})le. It is m*t a secret that members of m\ community 
have always taken a leading part in the producticm of foodstuffs Ninety 
j)('r cent, of them live on land and are responsibb* for the agri<‘ultural 
jiroduce of the land. rhe\ have a special practical knowledge regarding 
the agricultural problems of the laml. And \et ni» step has been taken 
to utilise their e\pt*rienc4‘ and advi<'e. In Bmigal. at lea^t. Sir, without 
the active co-op(*ration and asNistancc of tfie mcmbi'r'' (d ni\ community 
un> “Grow More Food” campaign is fioimd to fail. (Manlvi Ahdil 
W viun Kim.n: One of uoi is in the cabinet ) 

The new budget does not take into a<4ouiit an\ jmssibb- calamity like 

the one we recently had. There is no piovi.Mon on account of subvention 

for the Caleutta Corporation which nc(‘onling to the lltm'ble Chief Minister 
himstdf is inevitable. Sir, the reduction in educational grants would 
affect injuriouHl\ those <‘oinmuriities which are edue 4 itioiially less advanced 
and wbicli include my community as well. I cun therefore only view such 
reduction with apprehension. 

On the whole, Sir, the llon ble ('hief Minister’s performance has been 
most disappointing. The Budget does n<»t take into account certain serious 
and inevitable factors and in view of the uncertain times through which 
we are pa.ssing, it can only be regarded as an approximation to the reality 
and a \orv rough ap]>roximalion at that. Sir. in coiKdiision. we are to 
live by gratuities, grants, loans, advam'es and subventions 'This, Sir, is 
u slate of affairs wliich is unsound financially, unwise pcditically and 
fundamentally undesirable. 

(The House was then adjourned for l’» minutes.) 

{Aftrr acljinirn nn at.) 

Khlfi BltUNhir Namb MU8HARRUF HOiSAIN: Sir. 1 was not 
present when the Hon'ble the Chief Minister, who, in addition to his duties 
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a« Home Minister, has been workiiifr as Finance Minister, delivered hia 
Budget speech. 1 have gt»t a copy of that speech which 1 have read care- 
fully from be^Mnninp to end and am of opinion that this Hudgtd speech 
is really a bu-iinesslike speech and 1 fully appreciated it. It contains a 
lot of redeeming features and I think it is not open to much criticism. 
Therefore 1 had no intention of speaking on this oeeusion but f(*r the fact 
that on one vital point, namely, the want of irrigation in that part of tho 
jirovince to which 1 belong, I mean North Bengal, (tovernment have been 
hopelessly lacking in their a(‘tivities. It is a (juestion. Sir. in which I 
am really interested because if is <ine which vitally cM»nccrns the entiro 
agricultural population of North Bengal. Sir, this (jucstion was taken up 
by the ('abinet in which I happened to he a Minister and funds were 
provided for tt preliminary ( ontour survey of North Bengal. Anybody who 
has some knowledge of the condition of affairs in N(»rth Bengal must admit 
that it is the most unfortunate place in the provimv and that it is the 
mo'^t backward tract. We in the Ministry, Sir. wanted tc* provide rupees 
five lakh^ in the Budget foi the <‘ontour surve\ t»f North Btuigal. Tp till 
then. S.r. memheI^ lieloiiging to North Bengal never knew how to put 
their case before this House and before the (lovernment and up fill then 
nothing had been done to impreeve the economic condition of the jieoplc of 
North Bengal 

MftUivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Ma\ I draw your attention to the 
fact that the Hon’hle the Finance Minister is not present in the HouseP 
What IS the use of emr discussing the Budget in his absence ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: (frder. ordei . The llnn'hlc Mr. Harman i» 
there to take notes for the Hcm’hle the Financ'c Minister. 

Khan Bahadur Nawab MUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN: Lacds m Nortb 

Bengal are nio,>tl_\ high lands, thie-tliiid of the entire- land is higli land 
and the remaining two-thircK aie muiiilx lands cf iiM-dium hc-ight and arde- 
iic»t low lands. Kveii on the two-thirds portion nothing can gnew nnh‘Ha 
there is plenty of rains. But theie are innumeiahle rivers flowing through 
North Bengal and if the.se rivei> are tackled and the* adjoining lands are 
irrigated, the whede of North Bengal can he converted inbi a lancl of 
plentv . Sir. if we go tcc the Biirdwan Division we find that lakhs ancf 
lakhs of rupees are spent for the purpose* of irrigation and large tracts of 
land which had been lying fallow in previous years have now hec-onie 
fertile granaries. In South Bengal <*anals and khals have been cut us ia 
evident from the Irrigation budgets in which you will find budget provi- 
sions of lakhs and crores for many many years. But you will nowhere 
find more than, say. Us. l.UtKj provided in the Budget for the whole of 
North Bengal, or spent for the improvement of land there. We, however, 
made a start when we were in the Ministry and we managed to j»r<»vide 
Rs. 4(htXK) in the Budget for eontour survey of North Bengal in the year 
in whicdi our Ministry fell, and when we left the Ministry the scheme ttlaa 
was cast aside. We find that only K« 11,000 was spent during that year 
although I may inform the House that not a single surveyor appeared in 
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our part of the province and nothing has been done to continue the work 
that was begun in the year before last. I ask, Sir, why is so much money 
being spent for Soutlj Bengal and nothing for North Bengali My friends 
in the (fovernineiit have l)een complaining that sufficient foodstuff is not 
being produced in the province. How can you produce sufficient quantity 
of fo(Klstuff if you do not care to improve the laud^ Laud is the medium 
through wliich you grow your food, and I shall give you my own experi- 
ence in the matter. Hither you must take recourse to proper irrigation or 
you must give better ami .scientific manure to improve the yield and grow 
more food. Fnmi m> own experience of last year I can tell you that with 
flcientific manuring you can grow double the foodstuff from the same piece 
of land. I used to get from a piece of land of mine (iOO maunds of pad<l\ 
in previous years when I used m) manure. Last year I iise^l manure and 

the result w'us that I got 1 ,‘100 maunds of pufldy froTii the same land. So 

when y(»u say that thi.s year moie paddy should be grown, why should not 
Goverjiimuit tackle the pr(d)lem by supplving nianu?-o to cultivatorN and 
thus lielji tluun to grow (l(»u}>le tin* usual crop It tlte\ can*. the\ can do 
so. Mr. Islia«jiie, the Special ( Oficoi of the A^»i icijltiiie J)ej>artnien t . went 
to .lali>aiguri ami ^aw the work that ua*' hein^ dom* h\ me at m\ place. 
He went there in the raiiiv season ami he ^au how the ]>lant'' W(*re growing. 
He was a jnte ex|»ert ami when he saw m\ pite held he said that eardi 
higha of m\ land will gi\c no* at least six niaumU of jute, 'fhat is on 
account ot better manuring As a matter ot fact, in a place wherv I w a.s 
getting just ubotit LS to 10 maunds. I got this \ear -12 niaumls. So. \ou 

see w’hnt (plant it \ ot ])uddy (’an be grown if the plaer* is manured 

Th(‘ii take the ease of Burdwaii There you W’lll find that in irrigated 
lands they get ti muunds per higha, whereas in uninigated lands tliey 
cannot get more than 4 maunds per higlia 

So. if you really believe that sutlieieut io(Histuft is m>t growing in the 
eouiitrv , there are tw(» ways (d im reasing it. One is l>y better manuring. 
If Government can distribute manure to the lultivator just now, the 
cultivator can glow not only more foodstuff but he can grow double the 
quantity if sutti('ieut iimnure is forthcoming. 

I u.sked Mr. Isliaipie, “what is the good of going round and w'hy do 
you not distribute just a few maunds of manure to each cultivator y” He 
paid, “where shall I have the fuiidy” (tive the cultivators good manure 
and get better results of the crop. 1 would request the Hon’ble Minister- 
in-charge of Agriculture to provide siiffieient funds this year to purchase 
manure and have it distributed among the poor cultivators. That is one 
suggestion of mine for growing more food. As my time is up, I have to 
finish here, 

Mr# D# CLADDING* Mr. Deupty Speaker. Sir. it was u new experience, 
to see the Hon'ble Mr. Fazlul Huq on his feet presenting a Budget: all 
facts and figures, mme (or very little) of his personality in it, and the 
Opposition Benches sitting quiet as mice. We know* him best as a paint^^r 
in political oils; a very ingenious painter, whose recent canvases have 
puttied even some of bis friends. But in this Budget speech, the shortest 
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we have heard for many years, he has jfiven us a (dear black and white 
sketeh with (onimendable ecduninv of line; and with a proper absence of 
ingenuity — until, at any rate, we jret to the end of it and come to his 
taxation proposals. I accuse him (»f ingenuity at that ]U>int, as I will 
explain later. 

I will follow the Thief Minister's example and trv not to be too 
lenprthy. This lUid^^et is a ar Ifud^et, with jrrim i'onst‘(j\ieiiees to our 
financial position. The war and its ('onse(|uen(‘es take t(dl more and more 
of our resources K\j>enditure on nation-building is bv force of circum- 
stani'es pushed more and mole int(» the background, there to mark time 
until hostilities cease oi until some miracle of increased revenue intervenes 
to make it j)ossible for them to mandi forward again. We all deplore 
that this shoii^d be the case, but we all know' that it cannot be otherwise. 
FiXpenditure on Tivil Defence, the control of Food Supplies, Tivic Guards, 
Kxtra Police, and on “oine measure of relief to (lovernment servants on 
ac(‘ount of the high cost of living, claims priority and must In* given 
priority 

The war. however, is not merel\ taking nnuicN out of the till; it is also 
putting mone\ into it 1 tiied to make this point last \(*ar, and slouild 
like to illustrate it once again now. While the war has reduc»*d our 
revenue from the -lute K.N]»ort Duty b\ ioughl\ 1 cron* it gave u.s 2 crores 
21 laklis in lddd-4tl but will onl\ give us IJ crore in this \eur and in the 
next ^eur — it has a«lded handsomely to our revenm* from Income Tax, 
Excise, Forests. Entertainment Tax and Betting Tax. The \ield from 
these is now higher b\ 2A crore.s than it was in l!)dl)-4(), and higher by 1 
crore than was expected in the Budget Estimate for im2-4d. The only 
considerable drops of revenue in l!)42-4d which seem in ni> opinion 
attributable to the war are the drops of Id lakhs under “Tommercial 
Stamps” and 7 lakhs under “Electiicity Duty,” making 20 lakhs in all. 
So the war is going to save our levenue in 1042-44 fiom lieiiig w’orse by 
1 crore instead of being worse b\ the mere 2 lakhs thet is shown in the 
Revi.sed Estimate, I have lost touch with the Budgets of oth»*r jiroviiu'es, 
but I expect that their estimates would tell a similar story of w-ar ('ontri- 
butioii to revenues. The difference will be. Iiowevei, that lhe\ liave no 
Jute Export Duty to lose whereas Bengal, to whom (Oir siiate of this duty 
was throw'll a.s a life line hv Sir Otto Nieine.\ei, has lost a crore pet annum 
on that account. 

Just two points about the \iehD of revmne shown in these estimates. 
Why is it that (’oininercial Stamp-', which \ielded Sit lakhs in 1101-42, 
are only gtdiig to \ odd 72 lakhs in this \eai and next 1 cur* umbustand 
that unsettled trade conditions liuve Humethiiig to do with it, hut can the^ 
have as miieh to do witli it as all that?' Would the HoiThle Mirnst«*r 
kindly give us furtlnr details from the* Finame Department’s [uipers? 
The amo\int of money that is passing through business ebaiiiiels as a 
result of the w’ar, esjiecially through the operations of the Su|»pi\ Depart- 
ment, is tremendous, but apparently it is all going through ( hauuels that 
do not attract Stamp Dutj'. Is it partly due to an exemption of the 
21 
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Govemnient of India from havin^r to pay Stamp Duties on contracts and 
the like?' If so, might we not put this fact into the scale when seeking, 
as we have done and as we shall have to continue to do, financial assistance 
from the Government of India? Secondly, what has gone wrong with 
the Sales "lax? If you allow anything for overestimation of its probable 
yield, I do not think \ou should allow much. A\nd however much you 
allow for the “reduction of private sales of building materials and of 
imported consumers goods”— to use the W(»rds of tlie Budget speech— it 
should surely be largely offset by the phenomenal increa.se in sale prices 
of all ta.\able commodities that were actually on sale to the ordinary public? 
Has the llon’ble Minister no further explanation to give? In any case, 
would he kindl\ let un km^w what the actual yield of the Sales Tax was 
up to the end of December (the A(;countant-General Bengal, ‘ will. I think, 
have supplied the figures by now) and what the actual cost of collecting 
it was up to the end of December? Here, again, we have a case of the 
Government of India being exempted from a tax; for our Statute says 
that sales to the Sup])l\ De]»a!tment are to he exempt fiom the Sales Tax. 
I heii puichases liave h(*eii teriific. ainl ma\ include' soiiu* j>urchas(*s ^^]llch 
would otherwise' have passed through private re'tailers anel there'feue have* 
paiel the' tax , hut I eleeiibt w'liether this ha*' much to eh) with the* elreej) he*le)W 
extiee-tation. It nioie like‘l\ e\i»lains whs the* e)iiginal)\ e'stiniated yielel 
HUS neit, sa\, 2 eretres instoael of 1 e’lore, Thi'^ jieeint also might he* ])ut 
into the* seales against the- Govcinment e)t India, if the finaneial pnn(hf< 
of the* Gove*i nnie*nt e)f Be'uj^al find, em (‘xaminjit ion . that it will holel any 
water. 


A\ith legarel tei the* He've'iiue* Kstimate*s feei the coming \e*ar, m^ general 
eeiinnient is that 1 i*\pee-t they will preeve* te) he uinlenstimates in the e*ase 
<»i Ineeune 'I'ax, Kxeise, Knterfainment Tax. Be*tting Tax anel Kleetrieits 
Dul\ . It the*s(*, aeleh'tl all toge‘the*r, are* ne)t better than expt'e'teel by at 
least 40 lakhs, I shall he surj»nse*d 

Gn the expe*neliturt* sole of the* e*s(imates. the* inciea.se in the Keviseel 
of 40 lakhs over the Budget is the net result rouglily of an increase of 04 
lakhs feir wui leasoiis \ Additional Police, Home Guarels, ete*.. Directorate 
of C ivil Supplie.s, Ci\ie* Guarels and Dearness Alhewaiiees) and an increase 
of oU lakhs under “Famine Belief” due to natural e'alamity and not to 
war ren.sons : set off by a reduction of 04 lakhs uiuUt “Educatie)n,“ “Public 
Health’ and “Civil Works,” mainly for war reasons, namely, shortage 
of materials. In other words the increase of Bevenue due to war reasons 
nmre than covers the increase of Expenditure due to war reasons. The 
whole worsening is on account of non-war reasons: a defe<t of Bevenue 
by 7!f lukhs and an increase <if Expenditure by oO lakhs, making 130 lakhs 
in all. In the coming year, however, if the estimates prove correct, the 
increase of Bevenue attributable to war reasons will be 2(U lakhs (20 lakhs 
under “Income Tax” and A a lakh under “Betting Tax”) out of the total 
increase of 34 lakhs; whereas the increase of 33 lakhs under “Expenditure’' 
will include an increase of -Vi lakhs for war reasons (Dearness Allowances 
35 lakhs. Home Guards 17 lakhs, Direi'torate of Civil Supplies 3 lakhs). 
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A* I have already said, I think that the estimates of inoreased lievenue 
attributable to the war in the eouiin^ year are underestimates, but I am 
afraid that I think also that there is some uiiderestimaticm of Expenditure 
on the war side. For instance will not the cost of the Directorate of Civil 
Supplies have to be considerably hijjrher than estimated ^ And is there not 
going to be a “(irow More Food Campaign” that will eost a good deal, 
despite the absenee ot any provisitm for it ^ 

The big recent jolditions to Expenditure on ac^'otint of tlic war arc in 
respect (»f the food jindilein ami in respect of Dearness .\lli»\vances. The 
European Ibirty. as has already been made ilear, i'J far frcun satisfied with 
Government workmanslup with legard to thi* su)»|»l\ of food and the 
control of it# prices. We shall not object to further expenditun* on 
properly cruiceive*! iiiucliinery to deal with thest* problems, and we trust 
that (•(•iisideralion-' of ecenom\ will mu be allow t‘d to handicap the new 
administration. Dearness All(>w aiiee^ w<*n1 up by ‘..Ml lakh^* in 
abo\e the original (‘■‘timale. and aie to go up by anollier 'f') lakhs in I’M.’l- 

44; troni winch wc gathei that tlo total <-\pendi(ure (Ui Deiirm^ss Allow- 

ances in IIM-Pn will be something like till lakhs. We I’animt help thinking 
that tills (jUestion oi Deal lies*- Al!owanc»*s had betui allow»Ml to get some- 
what out of hand, I io\ ei nment s xmldmi decision, ioi instance, to make 

a grant ot a- mucli a-- 1{^ ?l to tio\ eminent servants on p.iys helvveeii 

Its. do and Hs. l(Ki III (dilciitta. and tlieir enlorcemeiit td a similar figure 
(though up to a Itighei limit t on the (’aleutia ( 'ot por at ion , striH'k us as 
unuecessari ! \ gem rou- , and the two supplrmeiitai \ orders that were issued 
betwi>en January the Hith and Februnr\ the btli, raising those figures t(» 
Its !l in Calcutta and Its S m the mofussil. were sninlailv not ea.sy !•» 
digt'st. Industrv lias of course, if \ou add in the \alnc of the food shops 
which it is maintaining-, risen to the sarm* or c\cii higher levels m 

Calcutta; hut lliis was jiaitlv due to the awards of (iovemmeiit ollicers and 
jiartlv to the s[>ecial ps\«di(dogy of labour. I am not ijualified to discUHH 
dome.stic budgets; but if it is a fa«t that wagi* earners, ( ioverrimmit and 
imliistrial, reipiire as much as we have given tln-m in order to make their 
ends meet, it doe.s .seem strange that the non-wage earning majority of tbo 
population should b<* as far fr<»m tlic verge of siarvatifni as they at»i>ear 
to be. AVe suggest, at anv rate, that (lovernmmit slunild think many 
times before it makes an> further arblitions to these allowances One other 
point about these allow am-es. Wliaf is tlie meaning of the adji’ctivo 
“.siipplenientarv ” that is attac-lied to the incnuises sanctioned on the 1 1th 
Januarv and dth Februarv We trust that (iovernmerit has mrt created 
a position from wliieh it might be argued that the allowances samtioned 
before those dates will be ]es.s subject to reduction, as ])rices improve, than 
the allow'anees .sanctioned on those dates. 

We pre all naturally interested in the loans to the ('alcutta Corporation 
which figure in the Debt and Deports Seetimi of the EHtimafes, hut we 
suppose that we shall have to wait for real illumination until the resiilU 
of Mr. (Jurner s eiKjuiry into the finances of that Imdv are made ])ublic. 
Until then, instead of criticising, we will acknowledge that the war must 
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have placed the Calcutta Corporation in difficulties which attract substantial 
assistance from the State and which should not be a net charge upon that 
body. Furthermore, the Central Government should, in our opinion, bear 
a substantial share of the appropriate State assistance, and we will support 
the Provincial (tovernment in any reasonable claims which it may make 
upon the Ontre in this behalf. I see on page 77 of the Red Book that 
the (/overnment of India will contribute one-third of the total cost of the 
Corporation’s e.xpenditure on Civil Defence. Does this mean that the 
Bengal (i(*vernment is going to bear the other two-thirds? And is this 
all that the Bengal Government asked the (government of India to contri- 
bute for that jjartieiilar purj>ose.'^ We should like answers to these 
questions. 

c 

And now I should like to put a (piestion about Advances to Cultivators. 
We expressed misgivings la.-.t year about the fdtch nowadays of these 
advances, and asked tor a statement in future Reel Books showing the 
progress of collections against outstanding <lues. 

A statement is given at the liottom ot page !t0 oi the Bed Book .showing 
that the balance on 1st April, 1!»42, was 1 crore '2(i lakhs; that the further 
Advanc(*M made in ll)42-4d were 1 crore I'U lakhs and that repayments 
during l!t4.i-4d are exjiected to be titl lakhs odd. ( (uisidering the prices 
which cultivators are getting tor their cro])> in the non-c_\ clone areas, a 
C(dh*ction of (it) lakhs W'ould he in keeping with tlie pas| fine record of t'ulti- 
vntors in their repa>ment of A<lvances But how have collections actualh 
been progressing? Would (he Hon’lde Minister let us know’ what were 
the actual recoveries up to the eiul of December? 

Now as regards the taxation proposals and m> (diarge against tlie 
Hon hie Minister that he stooped to ingeiiuit.v in the framing of them. 
The Kuropean I’arts agree with the Hon’hle Minister that Bengal should 
do what it can to reduce the growing pile ot its imlehtedness hy raising 
additional revenues, hut we d(» not give the IDm’hle Minister full marks 
for his choice ot the taxes to be exploited. If 1 were Chancellor of the 
KxcImmuhm . I think I know what 1 should have done. If permitted to ih) 
HO b^ the h*arned and diligent officers t>1 the Finance Dt*partiiient. I .should 
ha\e gone tor the luxuries I should haM* made a iiirther rise in Excise 
laities while the going was good: 1 should have ini[>oseil a differential Sales 
Tax on selei'tcil luxuiies; I should have raised the Betting Tux, but not by 
as much a.s lot) per cent ; ami 1 shouhl possihl\ have raised the tax on cinema 
tickets, but not by as much as im proposed in the Hon ble Minister’s Finance 
Bill. I sliould, not, 1 feel sure, have dreamt of raising the Eh‘ctricity Duty 
on liglits and fans. Tiights and fans are not a luxury. The Electricity 
Dut>, in an\ case, is a barbarous duty ^though I say so myself who hail a 
great deal to do with the original imposition of it), and amounts at it.s 
present level to a sales tax of no less than 2') per cent, on the commodity 
as sold in Calcutta. The Bill proposes to raise it, if you please, to a .sales 
tax of pO per cent. W^hat the C hief Minister ha.s done is to select three 
taxes all of which will fall upon ('alcutta in particular (the increase<l 
Electricity Duty will fall upon Calcutta alone), thus leaving a majority 
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of this House unafifecte<l ; aiul tlirt^e taxes which cost him practically 
notbiug to collect; the cinemas do not charge for collecting the tax on 
cinema tickets, the Turf Club charges only a nominal figure for collecting 
Betting Taxes and the Calcutta Electric Supply Corpi>ration charges th# 
nominal sum of Rs. l.tMM) per month for collecting the ricli proceeds of the 
Electricity Duty. Thi> is ;ill very ingeniiui-^ hut not, we think, entirely 
coiumendahle. e nia> have luoie to mi\ alumt this when it comes to the 
debates on the Finance Bill; ami it i> more than likely, at un> rate, that 
we shall move an amendment of clause (» of the Bill with a view to exempt- 
ing a larger block of the poorer members of the community from thia 
dfjuhling oi the sales tax on the uon-lu\ur\ article, electricity, which is 
propose<] ]i\ tlic Horrble Minister. 

Sir. I ha'V’^ said all that we want to sa\ toda\ , ami will now resume my 
seat. 


Mft A* Mt ABDUL HAMIOS Mr. l)eput\ Speaker. I have listened wdth 
rapt attention ami caie the budget speech oi the IBm’ble the Chief-c//m- 
Hoine-ce/a.Financ<‘ Minister ami the more I have gone through the printed 
statement (tp speech (d the 11 on'hle Ministt'r ami scrutinized the hudget, 
tlie more I am ('onvinced that ht* had no hand in lh(‘ ]>r»*paralion id either. 
Eithei the lion Ide Ministet was too niin li iinoived in his tifher iiiiilt itarious 
Works including the ncgoi latioiis with tie* Marwaiis jnid other biihiiiess 
niagnalt's of hi" choice bu ieas»ni% best known to hiniselt. (»j he was not 
taken in corifidi iK c like that, in Midiiaporc aiVair. For. otherwise, I 
womiei liow duriiii’ flic pieseni .dmoim..! limc^ the budget c(Mild ]»*• oi the 
foloui It TCptesiMits In tin* “jUK'c (oiitiid «.»m1ioii'* «d the budget under 
head “ l‘A t ra. .rd ina i \ cliaige" tin- II. u, bh* Mini"t(‘! has h.-eii c.uileni with 
the a]tpoint!i)e!it oi a I )t i ectoi .1 ic oi (ud Mi|»plies oiil\ without making 
an\ proper diagmtsi*. of thr* tim* ‘•ituatn.n I he ICui Idc Mniistei bas 
not taken note <d the i.ict that "ince the pas*«ni|^ (d the Hioigiil 'rcnancy 
Aincmlinent Act. !*•/,,. agnciiltuial land" ai** gradualiv jiassmg from the 
hands <d Inuiti p<h agihultunst" to non-agmuh ni ist " with the coii'^cipient 
reduction in production from the soil, ’fhe iion-agncultin'isis seldom take 
to agriculture as their }jndes,*,ion but content tbeinsehes in pitssessing their 
lands through imrfffuittrs. litirifinhin are general! v jieasant miltivabirs ; 
tiie> each liave a few jilots of land ot tlimi own; the\ cnlti\ate these harffa 
lands only when the\ have finished with their own ami the net result is 
that these barf/a lamls are never prr)perl\ cultivated and manured ami pro- 
duction goes down to almost luilf in c»»ns«*(juenf*e. in most cases If the 
Hon hie Minister would care to iiisj)ect an agncnltnral fiehl, it will he very 
easy for him to distinguish a ]dot of Jxirffa laml from cultivator’s own land, 
from the very nature of cultivatnm This aspe<t oi the (juestioii is being 
totally neglected uii<l the reasons are not tar to seek. We are not for the 
amelioration of the comhtifut ot tlie cultivators as we protess imt are for 
robbing them of their land one wa\ or the other. This shfiws clearly what 
is the motive behind in not bringing in a Land Alienation Bill to save the 
country and peasantry fnmi utter min in the near future. 
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I have been crying hoarse on this subject but all my cries have gone in 
"irilderness. As far back as the lOfh March, 1939, in discussing a cut 
motion standing in my name I pressed for the introduction of a Land 
Alienation Bill on the lines of one existing in the Punjab and the then 
Hon'ble Revenue Minister was pleased to say “that the abolition of land- 
lord’s transfer fee has given more temptation to non-agriculturists to invest 

more money in lands that it is against public policy that land should 

pass out of the hands of hona fide cultivators to the hands of non-agricul- 
turists. It is not easy to decide who is an agriculturist and w ho is not 

But that is not going to deter tiovernment from taking action the 

pro})lem is under examination of some of our best expert-, and I hope 

to place a draft Bill at the ejirliest opportunity ' . 

The <lifficult\ to distinguish an agriculturist from a non-agriculturist 
may well be obliterated if an agi iculturist i^- fletined on the lines following: 
“An agriculturist is one who is an agriculturist b\ birth or lives upon 
agriculture as his main pr(»fes-.ion and is generally know'n as 
knsffdk oi hdftthnr who tilU the soil b\ hini-.e!} and or by bh>od relations 
and rHations in marriage and nf>t }»\ hired labour onl\.’’ These are the 
backlione oi the society and if the\ are robbed of their lands, as at present, 
the state of deficiency of staple food-grain will e\ei go on increasing and no 
amount of control will imprT»v<* the situation. 

(lovernment must realize that prior to the occupation oi Burma by the 
Japanese, India ust»d to import about Id lakhs oi ton-, (d rice from Bunna 
every \ear. As Bengal i-. pureh a i ico-consuming province the lion's 
nhari* of this 14 lakhs fell to Bengal; besnb*^ -.he used to imjiort from Assam 
and Bihar Hence it can be satelv assumed that Bengar-. annual defiidt in 
ri(U‘ is not less than 14 lakh- of tons, it not more Then. I ask in all 
8eriousess, such being the comlition, what wa.- the justification in agreeing 
to export 211,01)1) tons of ri<‘e .i month from Bengal to (e\lon which nddied 
us of all our n'-ei\e in the -tock ot rice, resulting in an abnormal and un- 
precedented list' in price!" 

In the i’abna di-trict where there wa- a total failurt* of crop in half the 
district known a- llie Iiimna area and wlieie no relief measure has yet been 
introduced cither by the (i(»\einmeni oi the l>i-tri(’t Board, Sub-Begistry 
offices are more crowded than ain controlled -hoji toi the -ale ot sugar or 
kerosene or rim* and thou-ands ot b/y/Ao- ot land are l^eing transterrml every 
day to non-agriculturists and tie* transler- to mm-agr iculturi.-ts mean loss 
of at least dO per cent, of gros> production from these lands. I hope the 
Hon hie Minister will give hi- most earnest and cai'eful consideration to this 
aspect of the situation and hring tlie desired Bill as earlv as possible. Under 
the t>rf'scnt condition we cannot wait even tor a day. This may be easily 
done by anu'iiding (^bapter VIIA of the Bengal Tenancy Act or by intro- 
ducing a fresh Bill on the line- of the Purijah Land Alienation Bill. With 
the passing of the Land Alienation Bill arrangement must also be made for 
rural credit wit limit which there cannot he an\ improvement in the situa- 
tion. 
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I wonder why no test relief is l)eing started in the Pabna district where 
the situation is very acute. That would have given some money to t!»e 
poor to tide over the present difficulty. Besides, if these test relief workers 
were engaged in clearing the jungle in the interior of the Sadar subdivision, 
thousands of bif/ha.s of land oouhl have been reclaimed and made available 
for growing more food grains. I alone could give about 1,000 highas for 
ftuch a purpose, n(jt to speak of others. If au.< is sown in these reclaimed 
lauds, an enoniuni'i (juantiry of ri<*e w«>iihl be made available by Ashar 
next. 

In the coming \ ear’s Budget care has been taken in>t to show expendi- 
ture separately for (‘ab'utta and inotiKsiI aiea undei tlie bead “Kxtraordi- 
nary Charges”. This ]ia'< ]>robabl\ been done to avoid criticism that was 
hurled at b\ nte during flu* hist \ ear’s di>cnssion 

The Bmlgel shows the same gr.olual increast* und»‘i lueads “Police”, 
“General Admini'^tration” . “Jail” and othei uIIumI subjects. This, they 
say, has betui <lm‘ to tin* abmuiual situation created b\ tin* wai. Bui 1 
can jissure the House that this gTa<lual iin'reasc will go on merril> even 
aftei peace is restored and tnuitx has been sig‘iit‘d It is vain to (’ritiiuse 
the Hofi'ble Minister on this ac<*ount as it is well kin»wn that he is onh a 
second fiddle in this .sln»w 

The increase under these heads has resulitnl m the re«luclion ot e.xpen- 
diture iti all nation-building d(*pai tments, but ( hakhur has not been 
deprived (d her sbaie in the transaction I’bough the bui)<iing grant of 
Rs of), ()()() lias been denied to her. an udilitional g^iant ot IN. lo.tHMI has 
been made availalde to her, though we do not ktiow lor wliat jmrpose this 
has been allotted, Mone\ could not be liad lot {‘ont»>ui survcv l)ut f'bukhur 
cannot be forgotten. Long live Chakliar! 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Mr Deputv speaket Mr, 1 have 
analysed the speech of the Hon hie ( liiel Ministci in {)resentnig the budget 
for 1114*1-44 and also the budget estimate lot the suine \car I do not 
hud anything e\traordinar\ in the budget atid be discloses no new initia- 
tive as to setting up a j)io\ inee-w ide organ izat ion in e\e/\ sense ol the 
term tor tackling the insujierahie ditlu'ulties whndi are taeing Us loda\ 
Let me, for convenience ot the honourable memb<*is ot this Hous)*, sum- 
niarisi* the ditticulties. 

Shortage ot lood and essential coriiinodities and the f logging of trade 
due to transjMirt difficulties and tio.irdirig of ctmiinodiiies : 

Lack of finance to solve dittienllies in the wa\ of obtaining taw materials 
for indu.stries but tor wlucb the nation has to go without the tnost necessary 
things such as clotii, steel, chemicals .»nd so on: 

Unsatisfactory condition of civil ilefence arrangement and the eonsj*- 
quent risk of the economic life of the province getting [laraKscfi as a 
result of the mass exodus of labourers in the event of air-raids oceurring 
again : 

The uncanny tendency of a continuous rise in pri(‘es and the cost ot living 
of the people becoming an unbearable burden. 
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The budget evidently is still on old bureaucratic lines trying to balance 
revenues and expenditure in spite of the contrary suggestions of the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister. It seein.s that no conscious effort is made to raise 
revenues and to appropriate expenditure for taking measures and establish- 
ing organixations f(»r the purpose of solving the difficulties which I have 
stated already. In times like this we must first of all. in preparing our 
budget, determine the ends for us and then allocate expenditure out of 
available revenues for satisfying those ends. If the means for satisfaction 
of these ends are not enough, we should try to raise them. If we cannot 
raise them, we should distribute our resources on lines which wull necessa- 
rily have to be different from the old stereotyped methods. The Hon'ble 
Chief Minister has t(dd us that we start with an opening balance ol one 
cit>re and filt\-iour lakhs. Iteveiiue iecei})ts are j»la(*ed at* lb crores and 
2 lakhs f)r >14 laklis higher than the revised. The estimate of expendituie 
of revenue account stands at IT crores and bo lakhs, which is lakhs more 
than tli<‘ anticii)att‘d ex])enditure in the current \ear. The Hon'ble Chief 
Minister also tells iis that he e\])ects a closing balaiK'e of 87 lakh'*. 

A ch»sing balance (d 87 lakhs is an jncoiisiderable amount and with a 
bank cdeik’s instincts one would sa> straighlawa\ that thi^ amount cannot 
be utilised for civil detence. detence (d labouiers in industi‘i(‘s and for 
building up a iiution-w id(* food oigaiiizalion. Time will not ))ermil me to 
discuss here (bdails (d such a cimI detence (‘Xpenditure and tor luiildin^ up a 
nation-wide food (Uganisat ion I still hoj>e that the committee which has 
been ajipointed to recommend me.isuiev l(»r tackling the tood proldfun will 
lecommi'iid such a nation-wide food lUgaiiizat ion ami that the Hon itle 
Chiet Minister will biiiig a suppleiiM’iitai \ hud^o'i toi implementing* the 
same About f'lNil Deicnee the peojde ait* tar tiom laoni.; satisfied as re^iards 
the pro\ision n\ sh(‘lteis and oth<*r neees-sai\ aii-ianl piccautioiis and a 
ctuisiderabb' expt'ndituit* will still ha\t* to Itc im'Uiied tot im'ieasing smdi 
arrangemt*nt . I note with logref that the (iovernment ha\e not lu'en able 
to persuade the (iovernment (d Irnlia tor not lealisin;; te]Ki\menT in iesp<>ct 
of loans which the\ adxaneed last \cai tor ( iml Detema* expendituie. The 
(tovernnumt should make a ver\ strong reprt‘senta1ion to tin* (iovernment 
ot India and convim'e them that Civil Detence is more a Central concern 
than a provincial affuii ami that the (iovernment of India should md only 
liefer realising loans which the> a<lvanceil tor this purpose but also should 
make a fresh advance tor strengthening the Civil Detence arrangement in 
Bengal, which happens to be, at the moment, most seriously threatened 
and to defer repa.Muent till the end of the war. 

About the organization which 1 am referring to tor tackling the food 
pr(d>lem, the committee will make their recommendations. But I should 
point out here that for setting up of such an organization, the (iovernment 
should be prepareil to lay out a considerable amount for the purpose of 
employing not the civil servants who are already in (iovernment employ- 
ment, but for recruiting real ex|»erts in commerce and economics for the 
purpose of running this food organization. In England immediately after 
the war broke out, the (iovernment there took over all the officers who 
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Wire working in the Imperial Economic Committee and independent orga- 
nications for carrying out researches and surveys in Empire economio 
problem and absorbed them in the Food Ministry and the> were the people 
who brought about system amidst chaos which ]»revailed in tlie mutter of 
ratio^g and food supplies. 

I also cannot apr]iovc of tlic reduce<l expenditure on acctuint of educa- 
tion. Whatever the conditions of the country may b(‘. exptuidittire on 
education should be reduced only as a la^t de^ijuTatt* resort. It i*.. however, 
welcome that some subsidies are going to Ik* given to s<mu* ]irivute scluxd 
teachers. I would like to impress on tln‘ (iovornment tlmt they should 
also contemplate suhsidie> to teaeher*' in juivate Nchool-' and ('ollege.s in 
Calcutta who have )>een liaid hit due to the ma-'*' (‘xotlu" of students from 
Calcutta. • 

Ajmn from tlu* (d)>ervations which I have alread\ made. I consider the 
budget as a good one. and I congiatulale the llon’hle Cliiel Minister for 
iraming it. e>|u‘ciall\ in view of the tact that he has been in charge of tinunce 
(»nl> tor a short time. I find in his hiidg-et a sincere eftort to face the 
critical situation ulinh is tolloued in the wake ot the war. TIu' points 
which I lia\e raided an* meant to guide him and lui\(* not been dire(’ted by 
wa> ot disparagement I liope that the ditticuliies which I liav«‘ pointed 
(»UT will merit hi-* siiu'cn* c(m'<ideral ion. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mi lh*put\ Speaker. Sir. I had no mind to 
s]»cak at this tag-end of iheda\. hut I find tliat I have h(*en fortunate enough 
to ( iitch \oiii e\c. ;ind I must lhank \ou to? h lung gi\cn inr an (►ppf>rt uiiit> 
1(» s|,c,ik. As \oii know, sti. I s!i loot' isidated and alone and ihendon* 
w}iale\ei I shall sjt\ in>\\ slcmhl he consi^leied as m\ personal and indivi- 
dual opinion Man\ a time I lne<l tf> tollow the Inidget diseiission, hut 
1 niusi eoiiiess and (onless \ei\ tiankK tiiai 1 ha\«- not lan-n aldi* to hatisfy 
mvselt so taf as tiie budget estimates ot ihe ( i o\ e 111 lio-li t (d liengal are 
('(tnceined. 1 must eon}«*ss \ei\ tiankU that 1 have not lieen aide to satisfy 
mvselt with these tiguies ami m\ impression is that it is unavailing and 
unprofitable. It has he<-<:me almost a matter oi formal nature and nothing 
else. I think tiie budget is not presented to invite oiii c<imments with u 
view to amend it in the liglit of the criticisiii.s oftcrefl in this Hoirse. If is 
]ire.‘'eiited in a mere stere<jt\ped form and it is a lifeless one I do not mean 
the budget of this year only, hut that was the case with all its priMlecessora 
also. I call the hinlget a lifidess une because it rha*s ii(»t envisage any 
scheme for the good of the common peoph*. llie poor musses of the country, 
the people who are the progenitors of wealth ami whose wealth has been 
eniplo\ed in difterent channels. Altliough the common people snpjily the 
sinews of tjoverninent funds, yet they are neglected. 

Sir. 1 have been in this Legislature ff»r well over three decades, hut 
during 'these long years (roveniinent have not accepted any of the recom- 
mendations that we in this House put forward in the course of our budget 
speeches. Whenever any demand is made for an> ‘•cheme foi the uplift 
of the poorer masses in the cf>untr\si<le, Goverrirnent express regret and 
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always plead inability on account of want of funds. That is the only plea 
put forward every time whenever any popular demand is made for the uplift 
of the masses. Money is found always wanting to implement any such 
scheme, but money is always available to implement even a big scheme, a 
scheme which is abortive and a scheme which is imaginary. Only tjj^y do 
not find money for the uplift of the poorer classes whom they ought to look 
after for if they had not supplied money, (jovernment would have been a 
failure. Whenever an honourable member who is most favourite to 
Government puts forward a case, Government find money for it; they dis- 
cover avenues of income either by taxation or by any other means although 
they know perfectly well that the brunt of this taxation ultimately falls 
on the j)oorer classes. Government raise money in order to implement some 
schemes of their own which may not be profitable to all, bu^ if they are 
asked to do an> thing in the interest** of the peasantr\, they cannot do it 
because money is always wanting. Hut if they have only the will, they 
can find money, 1 liere an* wa\s and means by which the\ can tackle this 
matter. If they want really to do >omething which might be in the interest 
of the jieople, the,\ can do it b\ variou.s means AA*e may suggest the means. 
Hy reducing tlie administration costs tlie\ can do it. and if the^ want to do 
it, they should first start from themselves If the> choose to take lesser 
pay than what they are getting now, enough mone\ will be fouml. In the 
Congress provinces, the Ministers u.sed to take Hs. oOO. If the Ministers 
here claim to be progressive and if the\ also agree to take H.s. otIO a month, 
they could release at least Hs. d lakhs m that wa\ . If tlie,\ take Ks. dllO 
and if they are .satisfied with this small salary and it the salary of the 
Speaker could also he rediu'ed to that amount, it would sield at least Hs. d 
lakhs. I hen the\ (’ould also ask other Government offi(‘ers to make some 
Hucrifice so as to help in doing good to the people 

, (At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat . ) 

Mf, UPENDRANATH EDBAR: Mr. ])epul\ Speaker. .Sir. we have 
got the budget estimate for ihe l!t4d-44 whicli was placed before the 
House the other da\ and .tlong witli it liie statement of the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. baziul Hmj, ( luet Ministrr and Minister tor Fin.mce. I have 
fone through the statement, hut it i** \er\ sinut ami brief in com[>arison 
vith other \ears statements, I ilnnk it is due to t‘conom\ in paper fir due 
to luck of comprehensi\ e selieme**. 

At the ver^ outset of the st.itement. the Ministei for Finance has stated 
the fact that fiie war has come veiy (do.st‘ iiuleeil to Hengal ' and it is 
natural that the w'ar-time budget would be diftt*rent from j»eace-time budgets. 
Hut what do We find in it? Me are hopelessly disappointe<l to fiml that 
this budget is a stereot \ ped one. He has not attempted to evolve out any 
Hcheme for increasing the wealth ot ptmr Hengal. hut. on the other hand, 
he has gone on taxing the people of Hengal with further taxes to meet the 
cost of his top-heavy administration h\ introducing new Finance Hill.s from 
year to year. 
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There in no denying? the fart that Bengal has been rendered poor and 
her poverty has been ranch more aggravated by the abnormal rise in the 
prices of foodstuffs and other essential comraoilities of life. The policy of 
the present UoYernnient to give relief to the people of Bengal in these days 
of economic crisis has been an utter failure. They have no well-planned and 
comprehensive schemes of their own. Hence this failure is inevitable. 
Nowadays rice sells at Rs. 14 to Hs. IG per raaund or more. Some people 
in Barisal which is called the granary of Bengal had to go without food 
for one or two (la>s for want of rice even in the month of Pans last. How 
horrible it i" ! Plea^ie think within yourselves the gravity of the situation 
into which wc the pe(»ple of Bengal shall be <lraggerl in the days of scarcity 
whif'li i". likel\ tn hajipen in the months of .lune to November, l94d. 

c timl in*tlic ]>uilgct niention j»f a new d»»parlmoiit . namely, tin* Direc- 
torate nt Civil 'Supplies, which has been >et up for solving the iood ]»rohlem. 
Ha> il lH*en in .iny \vu\ helptul to tio‘ i>uhlicy Has it been suciM‘ssfiil in 
corittMlliny supplies .although iinudi money under this head lias l)een ilraiiied 
offy I am nt (jpinion that had there he4*n no such (’ontrol of supplies tht‘ 
people could live none conilortaldx than tht*\ are doing now. Contnd of 
supplit‘s at ihi- n.ituie has rather causerl a great panic among the public 
and as a rf'su't [he\ have hoatihul u[» at a time what th(‘\ <lo not want for 
the present Heme shoitage td supplies is felt throughout the length and 
hreadth ot this province. 

As regards the nut lon-huilding departments, we find no impioveinent s 
whatsiievei Let Us dis( uss the nation-huilding departimuits one h\ one 

A </n( ult u n — Tills year’s total grant is Rs. (voted as widl as 

ohaf) 4 cdi 1 hi^* is nil doubt a suHicieiit grant for the juirpose, hut it is a 
mattei ot great regret that the public of Bengal is not in th»* least benefited 
hy this as it seenis to me. Agricultural Demonstration Farms are not 
rendering the sei vices whudi were expected of them. It would have }>een 
better tor the loillivators had tlieie he<*n an\ arrangements foi them to gel 
training' at least tnr three months m these farms. 

1 fti’nnuni — A suiii ot IC SJ’J.tMMi has ]»een hudget»*d under this head. 
It is ceitainU not a paltr\ sum. Cattle is a sort of wealth to the cultivators 
— not onU to the cultrviitois hut in former <la\s it was reg-ardod ns a great 
wealth evtui hy the kings of this countiv, .There being no sufficient .u range- 
merit tor the treatment and preservation oi cattle, diseases occur among tlo* 
cattle in the rural areas and the diHiciilties of tlie jioor cultivators know’ mi 
bounds when cattle disease )»reaks out in an epi»lemic form So I suggest 
that there should he veterinary hospitals established at least in <»\erv union 
if it is riot pos^iihle in ever\ thana. 

Mviiiral (imi Puhhe IlraJth A very big 8Um has l>een budgeted this 
year for tiie above puqioses. But we gam nothing, there being no com- 
prehensive schemes tor it. Most of the money is siwnt on the mainteiiance 
of office staff and a small amount in npeiit for the furtherance of puhik; 
causes. 
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In(hi$trie.K — The total eHtimate for the eoming year’s budget uuder this 
head is Kh. 17,84,(K)0. It is a little higher than the previous year’s provi- 
sion. Agricultural Bengal cannot now pay what we need for our daily 
necensitie.s. So, it is desirable that agricultural Bengal should now be 
industrialized like other countries in the world. 

Kihicatioh (General ). — I have nothing to 8a\ as regards the General 
Education Grant as it has already been critioised by other members. But 
as I behmg to one of the Scheduled Castes of Bengal, 1 slumld like to dis- 
cuss the subject of Scheduled ( aste Education Fund. hen the Fund was 
first created, we got a sum of \U. o.tMl.tlOO for the advancement of the 
education of members of the Scheduled Castes. Tliat sum as well as the 
annual grant of Rs. CotbtMKI has well-nigh been .]>ent up. We demanded 
more money for our education from \ear to year, but the so-called popular 
Government has been con.si.stenll\ ami }»ersi.stentl\ turning a deaf ear to our 
demand. I bus our just and reasonable demands atv being ignored at the 
hands of the j)resent (jovernment. Besid<>^ tliis, our reasonable demands 
for ap{)ointm(U)t of another Schedule Caste Ministei in the t alunet has been 
ileferred from day to da\ and it has not been fulfilled U]) till mo\ . No^iv we 
hear that (he jiresent control is helpl(*ss m e.xjianding (lit* ( abinet b\ the 
upi>ointment of another Scheduled Caste Minister. For argument’.s sake 
v\ e h(dd that it is true we eoubl sympathi''e with the pic’-ent I abinet in their 
utter helpless aiul forlorn (ondition, had our otlier (leiu.tnd" been fulfilled 
and variou'' int«M'ests saf(*guanled \\ hat d<i we fiml new ''' Wr aie doomed 
under the pie-ent ( abin<*t <)ur inteie-.ts are not looked into, oin entreaties 
not paid heed to So. 1 sound a m*te of wannno to the piesfiiT ( alunet that 
if oui just and reastmuble demands are not satisfied and it various other 
interests ar<‘ mu safeguar<lt‘d a'' the\ juif.jhl to b(\ it will ho \ei\ difficult 
for us all to ]»ut u]> with tliis situati(»n an\ hm^ei Wiih the>r t*‘\\ woids, 

1 lesiiiiie iii\ seat 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. I)eput\ Sjieaker. Sir, 1 am thankful 
to \ou for the ojipoitunity \ou have gnim me to part iiijnite in the general 
discussion of the lunlget to<la\ . Sir. the budget which has been ]iresented 
before the House is a deficit budget. We find that the levenue receijo tor 
tlie \ear n<4d-44 lias l»een estimated to be U". Hi cioie** 2 lakhs and the 
rev<‘niie e.\penditure a.s Hs. 17 crores oo lakhs. Thus we have a deficit of 
Rs. 1 erore and od lakhs. In the year HMl-d'J there was .i deficit fil Rs. d6 
lakhs and in (he year 1942-43 according to the budget estimate the deficit 
W’as to be Rs. 1 crore and 7) lakhs, but thiit figure was subsequently altered 
in the revisetl budget to Rs. 1 crore and 04 lakhs. Tliis w.ts in sjute of the 
receipt of m<»re than Rs. 1 crore on account of the proceeds from Sales Tax, 
Raw Jute Taxation Act uml Motor Spirit Taxation Act. ftver and above 
that the Hon'ble the Finance Minister who happens to be the ( hiet Minister 
ivs well as the Home Minister has stated in his speech that Bengal would 
stand imlebted for about Rs. 4 crores to the (lovernment of India. Thus 
in my opinion (he hmiget is nothing but a gloomy budget. The great 
discredit for this budget goes to the ex-Finance Minister, the then Hon'ble 
Dr. Syumaprasad Mookerjee, as well as to the present Finance Minister who 
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is also the ( hief Miiii'^ter. Who knows how lonjf such a <lefioit hutlj?et 
would haunt n^Y I con^»'ratulate the Hon’Me Finance Minister on the clever 
manner in which he has prepared his budget. Sir, it is an iitlerly hopeless 
budgret and is absolutely disappoint injr. The Finance Minister tried to 
take sheher under the war siinatjon for the \arious deticiemies and has 
tried to make people undtTstainl that it is in the nature ot a war hudg^et 
as Dr. S\ aniaiuasud Mookerjet* sai<l m the eour.se ot his biidg^et speech in 
present in^r liis hudjret hist year. I respei-ffnllN differ from him as tin* 
budget is not in the naturt* of e\en a shallow of a war budgret. It is a 
pernicious document, pemndous to the human Iwings ami pernicious to the 
nation. If vr lo»>k at the Keceipts sitle iiinler the head “Excise" for the 
current year jv<‘ fiml that it is Rs. ‘.i.dO lakhs whereas last Near and the 
year bettire last it was Rs. 1 lakhs and Rs. l,7d lakhs respt*ctively . 
This shoNN*. an impro\enn*nt on the side of receipt.s by J{s. 4S lakhs last N(‘ar 
and Rs. .V> lakhs the year before last. This improvement is due to whuty 
This i>. as the Hon’ble Fimim'e Minister has said, attributable to the largci 
cofiNunipl loll ot couiiti\ spint. wines, lnjU(»rs. opium, fjttftja, etc. Is it. as 
has been ^aid, due to the iiitlux into thi.s province of larjre numbers of tioii- 
BeFi^’‘alee labourers, evacuees and camp followers addicted to liquor y This 
is sujri’ested u' a plea toi ihts imjirovemeiit in E\cis<‘ revenue. 'Fhis pivi- 
cess i> tiofhin>r hut a mau-killin^^ device. Far from .slowing down it is being: 
increased h\ leap^ and hounds cNerN Near Ineome iindei this head was 
Rs l,.r> lakhs 111 and in the course of t»*n years it ha.s now* risen up to 

Rs J.dii lakhs. t.( . Rs. ltd lakhs more than what it was ten >cars ag-o. Is 
it not strange y I < ongiatulate both the Hon’hle Mr. Fazlul Hmi and 
the e\-Financc Minister Dr. Syainaprasud Mookerjee on their performance. 
What eUe ^-an Bengal exj>ect in the present state of affairs y Is the jieojile’s 
interest sale' 

There is no new attempt for bettering the lot of the provinee. This is 
an old stereotyped budget The valuable maxim, “The old order changetb 
yielding [ilace to the new,” is far away from their conception ami it could 
not touch them. 

Sir. next thi‘ attitude oj the present Ministry to adult education, free 
primary education to the Isiy.s a.s well as free primary education to the girls 
has lieen a hluft to the nation. The history of loliilt education is a mo.si 
pitiable factor, For it Rs. ‘tlbOlHl was luidgeted last year ot wliich nothing 
Was sj)cnt In tlie year htdore last also R.s, 112, (ttK) was provided in ifo* 
budget of which Rs. i.OtlB (»niy NNas spent, and tlie remaining Rs, 
wa.s not utilised pending foiinulation of a .suitable .Hchenic. Damn their 
such plea ot scheme wliich wamld lake an age to be prcpaieil while the 
nation itself is on the very verge of ruin for want of it. They are callous 
and indifferent. There wa.s a Free JVimary and Adult Education ( omrnittee 
•ome six years ago. but its report is not out. What for? Only to shelve 
the matter. Mr. Fazlul Huq know.s better. There is absolutely no dispute 
about the urgent rieces.sity of adult education either iuaide or outside of 
this House. 
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It iH an undeniable fact that the whole point of nation-building nay 
nation-having, hinges upon this to a great extent, but still the callousnesi 
and indifference of the Ministry to it amounts to, I shall say, almost crimina 
negligence. This year for adult education they have budgeted what ? J 
cypher. Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be pleased to declare on the flooi 
ot the House that he and his Ministry will no longer play hide-and-seek 
policy with regard to adult education and witli right earnest take up the 
cause!'' What will they sayr" What can we expect from the present 
Ministry!'' Absolutely nothing. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed hie 
seat . } 

Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 15-48 p.m. till b-do p.in. on Tuesday, the 
v^'bd FcItiuai'N, lf)4d, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemiij.v mt^t in iht* ( ali uitii. on Tu**N<lny, the 

23r(l February, J!<43, at 3-4o pin. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Sp(‘aker iMt. Syu* IUsju.m^ • in the ('li.iir, 

7 Hon })]e Minister^ and 1S| jiH'inbrTs 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which an oral answer was given) 

Enemy Broadcasts and Government action to oounteract these. 

*58. (Si! oin XoiHi I Mr. YUSUF MIRZA: (ft) I" tht' Ilon'bb* Mini>ter 
in <haii.;e ot lh(‘ llonit‘ Depaitment uvuiio — 

wi ot ttie Heilin Itadio r»*j»oit in wtioii it wa-* .JleL'eil that the ibitish 
Anned INdhe op<*nod hie on the Isi and 2nd l ebiuar> iiihmi tlie 
stild(*nls ot the DaMa I niNei'ils "in^tinj^^ Mtittutim" at 

a iiie(‘iiny i\itli tile le-nlt tiiat a iiumiMM rd tliein had la^en 
injui ed ; 

'//» (d tuieiii) liroadi a^i tn*ni Sai}.o>n. datoil the d bih b’ldu iniry, in wliieh 
if wa*" .ille‘jr(‘<! til. it a il«'njon‘‘f i .it ioii <d nat lonalisi w in firmt rd the 
('hiet MiriNter’*' levideiiM* ua- di-iMUsed b\ a judne loihi ehar;j!:e; 
and 

inn ui laige numhei of asMutioii-^ made b\ eneiii\ railio statimiH, juirti- 
eularlv iieniian and da]Ktiies«*, H‘|LMidin>.f londitioiih jirevailini^ in 
bia**tern India and Beii^alr' 

ih) It the an>\vei to (a) J.*' in the affii in.iti\e, will tlie Hfin'hlo MiniHter 
be pleaseil to state whethei there is anv tiuth in the allegations reforrwl tt> 
in ia) It) and (ti)Y 

ir) If the answer to ih) is in the iiei^mtive. will the Hori’hle .MinisUir I )0 
jileased tf> state whether he is (onsideiinj: the ilesirafiility of taking steps 
foi publicatiitn of — 

u) actual fact.^, if any, eoiine< ted with the sair] incidents; and 

(i/d prompt denials w herevei neeehsai v and desirable? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fiziul Huq): ia) Yes. 

(h) Regarding (fi) d'), I wish to jednt out that the rej;oif is without any 
foundation. The only foundation for Mieh a report ar»f'''^^‘‘nfly was the 
objection that was taken by some students to the singing of the song by 
ethers and the souffle which followed among the two giouiw of students. 
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Itegarding (it), I wish to point out that the story is completely without 
foundutiuD. 

(c) Ue^ardinjir (c) (i), I should like to state that the reports are so 
palpably wroii^j that 1 do not consider it necessary to give further publicity 
to the actual facts. 

Regarding in), I should like to state that the enemy broadcasts about 
conditions in India are absurd and carry their own condemnation, The 
people ot the Province are intelligent enough not to attach any credit to 
them. As such no further action is neces.sary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to stale who beard this llerhn Radio lor wbicb a (juestion has been j>ut to 
the llon’blc Minister in charge*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not I wbn put tins ques- 

tion, an<l so 1 do not know. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* Sir, tbe Hon'ble Minister arlmits 
in bis re])ly to (piestion (o) that be is aware of eiuuiiv broadcasts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I lieard to that effect, but I 
cannot iiKuitioi) from whoir. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tbe Hon'ble Minister be jileased 
to state what were tbe actual luets mentioned or referred to, relating to 
wbicb these broadc'asts emanated!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Am I have said, I did not bear 
anything myself and so tiie fuids I cannot give. Hut if the (piestion is put 
as a regular question, I will try to ascertain the facts. 

Mr. CHARU CHAHDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if tbe information noted in answer regarding is correct that 

there was any fighting between two sections of students!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. Sir. Tbe 
answer I have giviui is the official information received. 

Dr. NALIHAK9HA 8AHYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a tact that two sections of students fought over the singing of 
MaUirtim at Dacca us referred to in question 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am nut aware. The answer 
1 have given, as I lane already said, is the offit ial information reccive«l. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Is there no official information that 
there was fighting between two .sections of stmlents at Dacca over the 
singing of Band* M <itaram? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, 1 have not got. But if 
^he honourable memher so desires, I can Qollect information. 

Dft NALINAK8KA SANYAL: Sir, n»y I make my question more clear? 
My question is: Is the Hon'ble the Chief Minister aware that actually 
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tlwre was a fi^ht between two sections of students in the Dacca TTniversity 

question of singing of Bande Matoram in a lady students’ function 
at Dacca? 


The Hoil'bl. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Lady or no lady. 1 have already 
answered that a scuffle followed amon(? the two groups of students. 

P'- HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Whether it was over the (|uesfioii of 
singing of liandi Hat, tram ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Apparently it was 


Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: 

the (loverriiiuMit i.M taking 
casts y ( LaujJhtt*! .) 


ill the Uoirhle MinisttM- he pleaded to state if 
stf'p to stop the enemy from making such hroud- 


(No re])]y.) 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W.ll the llon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state it any attempt is hetng made hy the British Broadeasting Corporation 
or the All-India Badio to issue eorreet information and therehy seek to dispel 
puhlie feeling reg^.irding false information given hy the enemy)' 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL NUQl That is a re.|uest for aetioii, 
but It eontains a valuable suggestion whii h 1 am prejmred to consider. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 


(anewere to which were Uid on the Ubie) 


Conversion of the Daooa ModionI 8ohool into a Collego. 

16. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: („) Will the Hou’ble 
Mtnister in eliarge of the Biil.li.- Health and Isi.'al Self-(i„vernment 
Department he pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the deairahihty of estnldishing a Medical College in Daeeu? 

(6) Is it a fact that the (rovenimeiit is eontempluting to convert the 
Dacca Government Medical School into a Medical College)* 

(c) Have the Government come to any decision regarding the establish- 
meut of a Medical College in Dacca? 

(d) Is there any r«'ssihility of the Medical College fieing established 
by the beginning of the next year? 

(e) If the answer to (d) i.s in the negative, will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state when the College is likely to lie established? 


MINUTER in eba^ of tbo PUBLIC HEALTH AND LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tbo Hon'blo Mr. 8Mtoth Kumnr Bnu)t 

pe honourable member is refemd 1o the reply given to starred (lUMtion 
No. 41 on the 19tb February, 1943. 
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R$mimion of rout in Khgmnhnl arnas, ConUi. 

17. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chargre of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the major portion of the paddy croj)8 of certain areas under the Ccntai 
Khasmahal in the district of Midnapore has been damaged by the cyclone and 
the tidal bores occurring in the month of October, 1942? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of remitting the rents of the tenants for this 
year? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): Yes. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the under-tenants of these khas mahal tenancies are 
entitled to the same concession of remission as the tenants themselves? 

The Hon'bIC Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Government is 
considering the whole matter. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

(When lield-over question No. *21 was called, the following debate took 
place.) 

Mr. ABDULA-AL MAHMOOD: Why not from *11, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY^ SPEAKER: I have just received a letter from the llon’hle 
Nawab Rahadur of Dacca which states that he is still ill and considering the 
importance of his questions he has requested me to hold over his (piestions 
till his return. He has also said in that letter that he will be able to attend 
meetings in four or five days’ time. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Was the letter handed over to you, 
Sir, personally? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have got it through a messenger. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May w^e know, Sir, what is the 
nature of the illne.ss he has been suffering from? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not know, but I have been told that 
he is really ill. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Nawab Bahadur muat have 
been suffering from a peculiar malady. He can be seen every evening at 
the cinema house, but he is reported to be sick and is unable to come to this 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: A Minister can, however, delegate his fxinc- 
tions to any of his colleagues or to a Parliamentary Secretary who can 
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aiiawer the questions standing in his name. But you insisted the other day 
that these questions should be answered by the Nawab Bahadur himself, 
and accordingly I proposed that these questions, considering their import- 
ance, should be held over so that the Nawab Bahadur himself might answer 
them. 

Raalisatiofi of subsoription from boat-owiiers of Couripur, Tippora. 

•21. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Defence) Department be pleased to state the number 
of country boats — 

(1) seized, and 

(2) purchased 

by the (lovernment under the Defence of India Rules at Gouripur Bazar 
in Tippera? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any subscrip- 
tion was realised from the owners of such boats? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(1) the purpose for which it was spent; 

(2) the amount realisc'd for the purpose; 

(d) the agency that collected the amount; 

(4) whether any receipt was given for the amount coIlect<*d ; 

(h) whether any amount was collected without receipt; and 

((!> the process adopted in realising the amount? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (1) and (2) 2,487 

{h) Yes, but not by Government offic’ials and not in the bout office. 

(c) (1) Collected for the newly started Gouripur High English School, 
but not spent as yet. 

(2) Rs. 3,248-4. 

(3) The Secretary and a member of the Managing Committee. 

(4) Yes. 

{')) No. 

(G) The boat-owners contributed voluntarily. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With reference b) answer (/>), will the 
ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state where these subscriptions were realised? 

Tha Hofl'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Anywhere but not in Govern- 
ment office and boat office. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Ifon’ble Minister please 
state where the Government boat office is located? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL NUQ: I have no idea. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Ilon’ble Minister please state 
why these boat-owners paid these subscriptions? 
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TIm tton’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL NUQ It is a voluntary action on their 
part and it is for th«m to answer. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAillD: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he received any representation from one of the responsible 
meinI)erH of the (’oalition Party to the effect tliat subscriptions were exacted 
from the boat-owners by the Secretary of the Managing Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL MUQ: I do not remember having 
received any such representation, but if such an allegation is made, I am 
jirepared to liold an erujuiry through the proi)ei‘ channel. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the lion'ble Minister please state 
if it is a fact that Mr. Syed (lohnn Sarwar Ilosaini, a niejiiber of the Pro- 
gressive Coalition Party, sent a wire to the Chief Minister saying that 
bribery was riding rampant and he drew the attention of the Chief Minister 
to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is everywhere the ca.se. 
I do not renieml>er having received any such ttdegiani from Mr. Syed Colam 
8a r war Ilosaini. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Witii reference to ansuei {h), will the Ilon'ble 
Minister jileuse menti<m the names of the Secn*tiir\ and another member 
who Mas in charge of n*alising subscriptions on behalf ot the Managing 
Committee ? 

Th0 Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It does not appear from the 
papers befon* me, but if tiie names are Man ted, J Mill supjily them. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister plea.se state whether 
these subscriptions M«*re realised Indore the payment ot the money for boat.s? 

Thd Hon’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot ansMer tliat (luestion. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAaiD: Will the lion'ble Minister please .state 
if it IS not a fact that tho.se mIio panl or Mere compelled to pay .siibs(‘rip- 
lions got higlier prices for their boats? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So many (}Uestions are being 
asked. I shall enquire into tlie matter and if honoural»le members do not bear 
any statmiient from me in a fortnight’s time, 1 shall be obliged if they 
remind me of it. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: The Ilon'ble Minister has said that 
collet lions are imt made in Covernment office or in the boat offit e. Has be 
got any information at Mhat places the collections are made? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That be has already said. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: lie said in a negative way. Hus he 
got any positive information as to the places where money is collected? 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. I have not. I have 
promised to look into the matter and when I get the information, I will 
inform the House. 
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Mr. 8 HAMEDALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister please state whether 
the Circle Officer, Daudkandi, Ls the Ikmt Officer and also a member of the 
School Com 111 it tee 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot siiy. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDOIN AHMED: Will tlic lion 'Me Minister idease 
state if it is a t.ict that there is a criiiiinal case under section 428, Indian 
Penal Code, pending .igaiiist tlie t'iride Officer and some other persons}' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have no information. 


Applicability of Rulee of Jail Code to security prisoners. 

*24. BabU NACENORA NATH BEN: («) Will tiu- Ilon'hU- Minister 
in charge of the Home ( lailsi Department 1 h' pleased to stiite - 

{ 1 } whetbei' seciiiilv jirisoners aie iiiaenalile in all ies|H‘< Is to the Uiiletf 
in the Jail Code; and 

(//) wh(‘ther eoimnunication.s with and correspemdence (4> and from 
these prisoneis are tontrolleil and censon'd hv tlie District 
Ihdice r 

(h) It the answer to <#/>(//) is in the aflirmalive, will the llon’lde 
Miuist(*r he pleased to state under what authority the\ do so? 

(c) Will the II on l)h‘ Minister he pleuseil to hy\ on the J’ahh* a co])y 
of the rules and regulations and proeedure governing smdi I’onirnunications 
and eoi respondence 

{(I } Will the Ilon’hle Minister la* plea.sed to state — 

(/) whether seeuril\ piisoners are elussified ; and 

111) whether the Pules m Chapters XXX VI and XXXVlll of ih© 
llengal Jail Code, Tlh edition, apply to security jirisouers}' 

(c) If not, what are the rules that ginern them?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) (r) No 

(a) {id and (h) I refer the honourable member to the provisions of rule 

of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, a copy of which is placed in the 
Library. 

(c/ A copy of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, IfDO, has already 
been placed in the Library. 

(^) No. 

(c) The Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 11140. 

Bibu HACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be asto- 
nished to hear that there is no ropy of the Ih*ngal Seeiirity Prisoners Rules, 
1940, in Hie Library? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I wanted to have a ropy and 
was informed that my esteemed friend, Dr. Sanyal, has f-aken away the only 
copy that we posst*ss and it is in his possession now. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I make that admission/Jbut I did not 
fteal it away. I took it, for aa a member I am entitled to take out books. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister please state 
why, after hearing that there was no such copy in the Library, he was not 
pleased to supply the Library with another copy? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It was in the Library, and I 
did not know when my friend took it away. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Long before, not today in any case. 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I made enquiry and I was told 
that my friend had taken it away. I will try to have one or two more copies. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the ITon’ble Minister aware that the 
oojiy whi(;li was in the Library and w'hi(di lias been taken out by me on 
loan — as I am entitled to — is not the latest copy or the corrected up-to-date 
copy of the Security Prisoners llules which apply to security prisoners at 
the present moment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I confess I have not seen the 
rules yet. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister please state 
when this copy was supplied to the Library? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the Library copy bears 
the (late S(‘ptember, 1941 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My honourable friend is reading 
from something and he knows more than I do. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the llotrhie Minister aware that 
after September, 1941, a number of amendments were made in the Security 
Prisoners Rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most certainly. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if those amendments were supplied to the Library? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; That I cannot say. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we are rather in an awkward posi- 
tion. On the last occasion the very same question was asked and attention 
of the Chief Minister was drawn to it. In view of that you were pleased 
to state that the question be held over as the House wanted to see the up-to- 
date copy. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The only information I can give you is that 
we have also written to Government to send us a corrected up-to-date copy. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: So the reply given even now stands on 
the basis of the old anti-dated copy. With reference to answer (a) (it) 
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regarding communications, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
is not a fact ^t inordinate delay takes place in arranging interriews and 
communications with security prisoners through the Deputy Inspector- 
General, Intelligence Branch and Special Branch Department, Calcutta P 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ S Yes, delays take place. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Iloiride Minister be pleased 
to state if he lias received any representations or j>etitions or conipluints 
requesting him to see that such delays may be avoided P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : Yes. I have received represen- 
tations. 

Dr. NALIMAKSHA 8ANYAL: AVill the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what action has been taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. 1C. FAZLUL HUQ: I have asked the Deputy 
Secretary of the department to l<»{»k into the-se matters, and I have not yet 
received any rejx'rt. Kndeavours will be made to see that avoidable delays 
do not occur. 

Bahu HACEHDRA NATH 8EH: On a point of information, Sir. I 
want to know what right the llon’ble Minister has to refer to any book in the 
Library which is not his property? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I low am 1 to know that the 
book has been taken away? 

Erijut MANIHDRA BHU8AH 8INHA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to states if letters un<l communications to the Ministers even are 
censored and held over by the Intelligence Branch Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, that is a fact. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: With reference to answer (d), that is, 
the security jirisoners are not classified, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state \^hat is the present arrangement for classification of security prisoners 
for {Kilitical or alleged political offences and security prisoners who are 
termed as criminal security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would like to have time to 
answer this question. I cannot answer it now. I have got no material 
before me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case let this question be held 
over again. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. But, Sir, may I point 

out that questions are being held over 

Babtf NACENDRA NATH BEN: Not for our fault. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I know that questions are 
being held over not for your fault. I would like to say that in order that 
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the question may not indefinitely be held over, I shall be glad if the honour- 
able member reminds me from time to time, so that I may try to give answers 
as early as possible. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Just in view of the answer given by the 
Hon ’hie Minister to the question of Mr. Sinha that the letters written to 
the Hon’ble Ministers are censored (the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazltjl Hro : 
Not all) are we to understand that the petitions made to the Hon’ble 
Minister by tlie security prisoners complaining against tlie misrules and 
other things in the jail are also censored arnl may be stopped by the 
Intelligence Hrurich? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : Not necessarily. 

r 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: On a jtoint of information, Sir. Is the reminding 
busim*ss to be done by the members or by the Seerelarv ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a re([iu*st from the Hon’ble (’hief 
Minister and it is np to the menibers to decide what they will do. 

(A\dien Stuired (juestion No. 2o was called out.) 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: With regard to (juestion No. 2o a 
reference has been imuh* to the ncdific'atjim.s publi>h(*d in the Cnlcutta 

(idzvttc, but it is not possible for the* members to collect the notifications 

and find out wliat are the jdaces in wliicdi the (olh*clivt‘ fines have been 

imposc'd. You, Sir, told us that ncdifications will be collected and a rederence 
will be made*. The (|uesli(m was: “In how many ]>laces i?j Hcuigal the 
(Jr{^vernment has imjiosed c(dlective tint's:'” 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let us hear the answer first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The answer was read the other day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a previous occasion I 
remember that this question or a similar ejuestion came up and reference was 
given to the notifications in the ('alcutfa (razette, and I was asked in view 
of the reference to not ifieat ions to give the substance of the notifications 
theniHelves. In that view of the matter I shall give to the House the 
notifications themselves. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the notifications he placed before 
the members on the ficwir of the House or may w*e take it that they wdll be 
placed on the liibrury table? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yee, that can be done. The 
notifications can be placed on the Library table. 

Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it will he convenient both for the 
Ministers as well as for the members if a table is made out with notification 
number given on tlie left, the index and the place regarding the notification, 
the total amount of collective fines imposed, the total anumiit realised so 
far us mentioned in the question itself. Sir, the question is. “In how many 
places in Hengal the Uoverninent has imposed collective fines, and the 
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amount imposed and realised in each place?** It will help both the Minister 
as well as the member concerneil if my supjrestion is accepted. May I also 
rec^uest you. Sir, to see that the answer is given up to date? Because by the 
time the answer will be given if there are further notifications, they should 
also be included. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All right 

(The question was held over.) 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD* Ma\ I also >uggt*st that as the 
question has been held over, will you kindly ask the Tlon'hle the (^hief 
Minister to give us the amount of fine imposed and realised in each (dace? 

Mr. DEPl(TY SPEAKER; That is alreaily suggivsted liy Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Thank >ou. Sir 

Enquiries about held-over questions. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, may I refer to Sfarnnl question 
Xo. 17 wlii(‘h was lield ovei ? You promised \esterda_\ that all the held- 
over (lueslion.s will he aiiswere<l toda_\ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: They will he taken up t.. morrow. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, there aie .some olhei ijm‘sti(m,s wliieh 

WtU'e al.so hel<l oNei 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: They will also coim* uj) either tomorrow or 
the day attio. 

(Srijut Naieiidra Nath Das (riijita rose to sjieak.) 

Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNC: Mr. Deput> Speaker, Sir, 1 want to 
draw your attention to tlie held-over que.stion Xo. 14 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It will he taken up tomorrow and not today. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sii. he was inviting your attention to 
one other lield-over (pie^tion relating to a department the Minister (-(incerned 
of whieh is himself present. That ndated to the ilistrihution of some 
country liquoi shop — 1 mean excise vending contract in Kalimpoiig. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; AVith regard to Starre<l (juesfion Xo. J4 it 
wa.s shown in toda\ ’h agenda by mi.stake. It will not be tukiui up today; 
it will he taken up tomorrow. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (\in it not he taken up today? The 
Afinister concerm'd is also picsont. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 havi- already suitl that the ipiestions are 
over. It will he taken up tom »rn»w*. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Srijut NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: IViMity Speaker, Sir, 
^8^ tprcw ^ Progreaaive Coalition Party ^ 
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Honble Mr, A. K. Faziul Hnq *4^ TOR 4^: Hon’ble 

Dr, Syamaprasad Mookerji 3r5f«*fT3 4^1^ tpfR I tion ble Faziul 

Huq ^ST.'llsR (?T f%ft fTTOR ^ 4^’ ’RCf 

*ftfirf f^5R 45Tt ®r5«f^ "TrRftpfR ^^rfTOR a f%f^ yrsRtroR w^r c*f^m 

4^s* 'ITOT PTftr fTOR I fWto yrsRR ’ftwi 9'3iirnr (.^ 

TOrf^ ^ 3 tU 2 ; FfTOi tfwtrf^ to tlSc*H 

^nr, w:"yr5n‘3 ^ ??, ^5trf5 -5(^ '3 ^rtftOT 

w^'Ji rTTOi rrsmr citron tfSTT^r? to ^ i 4 

%c?i 5 Ti&*f^ “fiRttprf? ^ (ytjyf ^srm to ^ 

trfepf% T*F1 f^, C>f^ (TO ftclHoU^ 

sTTOTtF^^ ^ ^C^rf^CSR I (?I TR (71 ^1^^ Wf 

7’r^ ^rfy^oTir 4^ ^jpj rarf^ cv Ittor <1^1^ ^ 
0 f 3 ^ 4 ^: TO I f%i w:r^ 4 ^ (TT (TT^ f^«R 

TO TOtM^ TO ^ ^ ^sfRR TO? 

®RT ^fC?fTrRi ?t? yi.4c& c'?lt°1 '^Rtc^4 ^lcs> ?*?R l 'StT'R (R WR 

(TTQ?! ^nrfsR tsi TO? TO ^r? I 4 wif TO? '?ftr^ 

'9?r5 ^1 

fiT?t? TO — to:?r tpiT.v 7 Tti^ ^rvwf^^ c? ?ft- 

TO? TO.5T ?^?TOTO? ?T?1 fr*^?! cltTOm snife oiz^ ’iRr? I 

fro ^TtTOii ft?f TO I ?fspiTO (Tftrotin (Tt ?t?R to ta 

(TO ?1 (RfR (R^ TOTO TO? (TT^ ^fiPTTO C?^ ?r?l 

7CTO, 4?’ TO fV'^C'f? (?R'5 (?f3?l TC?C5 I fVs ?TO? ?&TO? 
TO:^ fTO?rY? 4¥ ?K?? ?TO^ 4?^ ?^??1 ^ CTOTO ?fi TOT 

?^5T 4?: ?fgr^ ^ TO? (?TO?tin ^fTORT? TO 

TOC5R ^1 1 fro^ii^c? (RcffTOtin (TTc^ c? ft’???TOr?? ^?’TO? Wto 

?C'4? ??T f^O ?5? ?'C?f^ I TO(^tC? ’ItClJ? ?C^ C'^ltoR C? 'JtR ?T^ C’flol- 

?t3n C'fc^ ??TOc?? ?Tvn mz'^ fro (r TO?rc? 

?fc^c?? Of ?^ ??f«R Top (?f?tc? firo^ TO ?tto I 

TO 4?ffrl TO 4^ C? TO?1 4TO 15t^ ?#TO TO‘t"c?C'^? TO 

c?c?r c? fr? ?rt? TO?TOr? f??? TO to tc? ^ to ?*aj»TOr? tot? ftR m 
TOT? ^?«ftc?? I TO <t? TO rm TOTO 4^ ?TO TOTC^ A, R. P. TOC# 
TORf TOTTORl (TO?TO I A. R. P. C5 ??5RR (?H^ fTO 

c?^ ?;5 ?-?i fro ?^ TO ?c?p TOtoi ?^ ?R?r? to ?t?i 4fti? 

TOr? TO7T? TO-!f TO?? rc? I A. R. P. C^ ??? TOr®fr?T? TO^ TO 7? ^ 
ij^oTcTO ^ ?i (TitTOTO fTO to? j;?toc??i 

cytc? % fro TO crof i TO^ w pt^fr? to 45t, ^tfro to 

?>, TO?^!?l A. R. P. C5%3R^TO??TOC^ <?r3?l 551. C??tC? fir*l-5?3RR jfiilCS 

c*re?i ?? ft I 
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Tryrtm ^ ?^r5r ^ (tt ^ 

(:5ftC9 \ C? appointment c^T^JtR Scheduled 

Caste C^rsin I ^UCBF^ c^ ^BRTt? f% I ^ ^- 

•tmt^ ^ ^nm ^ rc^rc? ^rc3 otomo (Ti^ ^ yc^ i ^ cn^ftR 
*fS c? =?rryi ^ ySv 

<4^* '^t=1f‘^i vi5^ IjTWfS^ '^f^^tT'il I 

^^fRtrars w."^ srfrr^mi ^ ^ i (7r*fTr^ #f *^5^1 

ftoifto ^ 5^ '3!:^ iS’f^ ^1 y(?T 1 

vft^ ^1 cWl^ ^ (.vn:^ ^c’^ftsTi^ ^ c«fry 

pT I Communal C^TRst f^ j dQ ft«rty ^ 

Home Minister ^yf^^ *f® '®Tt^«l I 

< V 

^<1? (Ti vst^ry^ w5Tr=y fic^T Pr(?*t yc^ i 

yf^ *m ^ ^ ^rz ^ ^styr^r i 

^fiSf ^ ’U^" ^ i ^trftsrr^ ^ i ^<n rr^r (Tt^^t 

^tTf%Tt!? I ftfM ^ frniftr^T i 

^>f?RT^^yi \uf^ fnir c>i^ j%^ cTOTC^i fW ^ 

^ngiy tC *H ^ W" ^31 CF^ I 

Mfi JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. I)ej)uty Speaker, Sir, it is not 
in the least unusual that when a ruthless enemy is at our jj^utes wt? shall )>e 
called upon to hear a heavy tinamdul burden, but what is most unusual, 
however, is tiiat it sliould be a burden, not of ilefenee but (»f utter waste. 
The Benj^al IJud^ret strikingly reveals an impress (d tlie dii tates and com- 
mandments from above whi< h the Ministry in this provime appears ]>ower- 
less j(> i^i^uore. The Imi>eriuhstic- Government isolated fn»m all political 
parties from nationalists, from Hindus, from Muslims, from Indian 
Cbristian.s, from Sikhs and even from Liberals tries to prosecute a total war, 
tries to oppose a total war in total indifference to the entire wishes of the 
ptojile of India. The all-in co-operation and heart-felt solidarity of 
all Indians necessary to defeat and destroy the ruthless enemy seek.s its 
substitute in a tangled mass of departments ami of imcmijietent, if not 
sinecure, departmental directors, conceived in a sjiirit of rotten, jmtrid 
bureaucracy and of red-tapism. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has referred 
to the great victories of the Ked Army. Do I have to remind him that these 
Wctories were not won by officialism and departmentalism P Does he not 
know that the real succe.ss i.s due to the solidarity, unity, moral conviction 
and also the absolute confidence that the liussians have in their hitherto 
much-maligned Soviet Government!^ If he does not, I need only remind him 
abont Stalingrad : how amazingly Stalingrad stood its seige ! How the 
steel and concrete of that steel city of Stalingrad was battered and blasted 
by tbe guns and boml)er8, and yet they withstood the sedge ! This was not 
done by the superiority in material resources, but this was due to the 
patriotic consciousness of the Russians in the cause for which they were 
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fighting. It i« this Tery consciotisneM amongst the Indians that our 
Imperialist criminals at New Delhi and at Whitehall are killing. They do 
not realise that without that they cannot possibly fight this total war. They 
are sticking to a position for which they are unfit : They are sticking to an 
authority to which they have no moral claim : and over and above that they 
are pursuing a policy of economic repression and a greater policy of political 
repression. I .shall presently illustrate the position by referring to the 
increas<‘(l expenditure in the budget. An instance of callous waste of public 
money is the expenditure on Home (luards and the Civic Guards. The Civic 
Guards, as everyone kncjws in this House, consists of many ruft'ians and social 
s<*uins VI ho have never done any public service before and are not expected 
to do anv iti future. "J1ie Home Guards organisation also a most ridicuhuis 
one. It is very well to borrow catching names frfun the Hiiti'sh. Hut does 
the jfon'ble Minister know tliat the Iloim* Guard organisation in Hiitain 
consists of a well-drilled and well-trained force who (‘an take up the jilace of 
the regular army in jirotecting the Hritish hoimdand!' On the other hand, 
the Home Guard here is not only a fake but consists of flatterers and pets. 
W(* know very well that wlien it comes to grim realities, when it coim‘s to 
debmd the homes of Hengal villages from ruthlessness and lawlessness of 
the eiietny, no one including the Hon’ble the Chief Minister lias un\ doubt 
that they will fail mistualily. 

Sir, the A. ICC. is another (*xample of burream ratic ineffii it‘nc\ . Highly 
paid ofli< ials with all their hierarcliv of big and small officers presiuit a very 
splendid picturi' indeed, but what is its r(‘al value""' 1 know of many A.K.H. 
men who ran aw’ay no soon«‘r tlnue was declaration of war b\ the Japanese. 
If mv information is correct, there were about 1 .‘..MiO A K.H waidcn^ on the 
rolls b«*fore the raids in the last Christmas Week, but when tlie raids ciinie not 
even tnie-third of these l.LMM) men turned up to do tiieir ilutv (Mr. A. F 
Stmik ■ t^u«‘stion My friend has (jiiestioned. 1 may stand corr(‘ct(*d 1 
think it is either 1.205 or 1.105: T do not exa(‘tly renn inber tin* fig-ure, but 
the ])(‘rsons who on an average turned up to do their duty wt‘re about 400 
only, r should be very glad if my friend, Mr. Stark, would get into intimate 
toucli with the people who are controlling the A.H.P. activities and corrects 
me after olitnining the aetual facts. 

Mfi At Fi STARK: AVho were the 1.200? What serviies did they 
belong to? 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Volunteer wardens. Out of about 
1.200 volunteer wardens on the roll just before the Chri.stmas Week only 
about one-third of the number turned up for duty during (be air-raids. I 
ask, w"hv is this so? It is mainly beeau.se of tiie policy of exelu.sion of 
persons with a patriotic urge. Today when heavy air-raids might come any 
day, the A.H.P. of all services should consist of men burning with the xeal 
of patriotism and prepared to fa(‘e, if necessary, death in giving relief to 
others. Hut the Government ha.s persistently followed a policy of exclusion. 
We know that the (‘ominunist organisation and some student organisations 
thought it their patriotic duty to offer their services at this hour of peril, 
but — I shall he glad if 1 stand correi ted — a private circular ha.s been issued 
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by the A.R.P. Department infttrncting that persons helongin^r to political 
otganisations are to he excluded. The connimnists are to t»e kept out and 
if some of them have already gt>t in, they should be suspended or removed. 
This at a time when the public needs these services is most dialwlical. May 
I acquaint the House through you, Sir, in confidence with a very interesting 
information that has reached me regarding the activities of the Civil Defence 
Department of the (tovernment ot Hengar:' (The Hon ‘hie Mr. Sanixish 
Kumar Basu : There is no such department.^ I do not want to make my 
learned friend the Hon’ hie Minister in charge of Civil Defence uneasy, hut 
he will soon l>e entertained if he allt»ws me to proceed. I understand some 
women have been recruited to do |M>Ht-uir-ruid duties. Now, these women, 
I am told, are being traine<l in a (piite ilitVerent and entertaining way. I 
understand thnt 45 of tliese women liave joiiuMl these ]»nst-air-raid duties. 
The authorities asked them to have a three-legged race with their supervisors. 
Only •{ out of these 45 responded to this mixed athletics. There was a very 
serious sequel, and I hope the (5vil Defence Minister will enquire and find 
out whether it is true or not. One of tliese watdeiis of air-raid po.sts by 
name Safiullu us a result this mixed athletics and eiitiutainment got a 
public heating at the hands of liii wile who came to that air-raid jiost. 
tliUUghter.) So this i.s the ludiiious side of it 

Sir, the expenditure on “Police’* shows an inevitable increase, and I 
wonder wliat fhe provision of expenditure on ‘‘Additional Police further 
nic.ins. The llon’hle Chief Minister said in his sjieech that the police 
res|M>nded iiohlv to the occasion when the whole count rv was agitated by the 
rejiressioiiH against (he (’ongress. It is iiiitiiinkahlc that a popularly elcided 
Minister sliould eulogise a servii’c which has been and is still notorimm all 
over India for its horrifying acts. 

Lastl.N , I will refer to another expenditure on a department called the 
Departiiieiit of Civil Supplies. The professed ohjei t of this department is to 
ensure a suftii ieiit suppl\ of f(M»d and other ne<'essari(*H for the civil jxipula- 
tion of Bengal. Sir, if this is ai fually so, we are not v<t\ miuh aware of 
the existence and the activities of this di-partineiit. Things are had in 
(’alcuttii mid things are worse in the muftas'«ul. I find I have got the suppoTl 
of a big hu.^inessniaii like Mr. I.spahaiii in what I am stating. laikhs oi 
rupees of the poor tax-pa\ers are being frittered away in thi.s worthless hoax. 
I shall not further refer at length to the acute food problem which is being 
discussetl sejiarately in this House, hut I agree with iii\ learned friend 
Mr. Jalan who .said that unless a well-planned scheme for supply and dis- 
trihufhin can he put into effect, it i.s Iwdter to leave fhe matter to the trade 
to take its course and perhaps we shall he much lietter oft’. 

I said tliere was an impress of the diefates from above. Another 
impress of the dii tate.s we find when the Finanee Minister says that there is 
also a new provi.sion of a lakh for silk for defence purfmses. May I tell him 
that this important matter i.s not only roneerned with defence services, hut 
it has an abiding interest for the people of this province. The prosperity of 
several districts of this province, vi*., Malda, Marsh idahad, Birhhum and 
its neighbouring districts depended upon the silk industry. This silk 
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industry was allowed to he decayed by the utter neglect of the Government. 
While Mysore and Kashmir Governments introduced improved cocoon rear- 
ing and improved silk filatures, our Government allowed the Bengal Silk 
Industry to be replaced by cheap Japanese, Italian and Chinese yarns. The 
result has been that there has been distress in these districts and people have 
lost their only means of livelihood. I am only regretting that even now 
our Government is not alert. The Central Government, I understand, has 
made a very substantial grant for Silk Research Institute — about Rs. 30,000 
— and has undertaken to pay the recurring expenses and cost of equipments, 
but the Government of Bengal is not, I understand, utilising the grant by 
providing accommodation and land for locating this Researcli Institute. Can 
anvthing be more reprehensible than this? I want that (joveniment will 
promptly utilise the opportunities and facilities that are offered to resusc itate 
this trade and to do good to the people. 

Sir, I am aware that most of the criticisms I have offered refer to the 
Government of India, but I am helpless. I entirely agree with Mr. Gladding 
who pointed out yesterday that a good deal of the burden of expenditure due 
to war should be borne by the Central Government. The Bengal Govern- 
ment today is nothing but an agent of the Government of India — or should 
I say a tool — because an agent has some individuality, but the Bengal 
Government is acting as a mere tool. But it not most regrettable that a 
Ministry depending on pojmlar support should tamely submit to the ridi- 
culous dictates and alb»w the rights and privileges id the people ol this 
province to be crushed in this way? It is regrettable that when the enejiiy 
threatens us with another term of enslavement and when our very existence 
as agnation depends on real war effort^ to defeat that enem\ the Provincial 
Government should act as an iiHtrument to the greatest saboteurs of war 
efforts. Today it is incumbent on the Ministeis not to be iuIimI by their 
departmental Secretaries and by the ludiee, but to rule them. It it is not 
possible, let them come <»ut of office and unite and lead the nation to force 
real national war efforts from unwilling Im])erialists and thus ensure the 
future fri'cdom of the eountrv. 

A gloom has been east all over the country while the greatest living 
Indian is suffering mortification of flesh, if not slow death, as a protest 
to . 

(The member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the entire 
merit of the budget is disclovscd in one sentence of the budget speech of the 
Hoirble Minister at page S. The closing balance of Rs. 1 crore and 54 
lakhs includes nearly 4 crores of borrowed money. At page 11 under head 
“Additional Revenue” we read that our annual exjwnditure is now some 
150 lakhs more than our revenue. 

The following figures will be interesting. Total ex|)endkure provided in 
the budget for 11M2-43 is ^15 crores. Behind the back of the legislature the 
whole policy was changed. Grants on nation-building departments were 
not utilized but we have been called upon to pass a revised budget of an 
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expenditure of 45 crores in place of 35 crores budjfeted. The present budg^et 
is for 44 crores. We surmise that it will again be raised behind our back 
to 54 crores in February next. 

Police head budget provided i?4S lakhs. Revised demand is 268 lakhs. 
The present budget is for 271 lakhs. 

Water, water everywhere, not a drop to drink. — the villagers exclaim. 

I shall revert to it presently. Let me now discuss the food situation 
which is of vital inijM^rtance. 

Yesterday’s morning papers said that the Government of India is going 
to import an expert to solve the food problem and the Bengal G<»vernment 
is following a policy of exporting food grains from Bengal. “Will not that 
counterbalancf” is the curt question. Reply from our Chief is our demand. 
He won’t hear me whether an expert is imported by the Government of 
India and he will go on exporting paddy and other <<jmmodities. Gur chief 
asserts in his budget speech, “It will bt* height of folly to think that one 
could change overniglit and without confusion from the haphazard distri- 
bution of peace time plenty to a system of distribution that aims at the most 
equitable and economical use of the supjilies available.” War broke out 
in 1939, Burma was taken in 1941. We were sleeping. We had no time. 
Tile prohleiu is complex. To solve it overnight is impossihle. 

; ; uu 

■While lifted 10 khakani for the first time realised that Nani was the consort 
of Nana and Nana was the husband of Nani. 

Our (’hief has realised by now, as is exhibited in his budget speech, I 
quote his language “fixation of maximum juices by law v^a^ no wdution of 
our jirohlem : the effect was to drive sujqdies underground ” Revelation 
came to him in July last, lie could realise only then— to (juote him again— 
that “the control ot prices could not be made effective without control of 
supplies”. 

His .si>eecb is significant but his revelation has come too late — by the date 
Rome has been burnt to ashes. But even today his colleague, the Hon’lde 
Nawab Bahadur has not been able to grasj) the lesson. The unfortunate 
pujiil is with his control of prices and he has not minded the (juestion of 
sujiply. 

The people of Faridpur saw through the game and their representatives 
iu the District Board forwarder! a re.solution suggesting a definite scheme to 
Government. The motion was carried 7irm. con. and cojiy forwurdt'd lo 
Government quickly. Much water has flown down the Ganges after that hut 
the situation remains where it was then. The contnd of prices is causing 
havoc in the absence of supply. 

Where is the all-pervading machinery of supply even yHY Have you 
taken stock of what is the surplus of fowl grains and in what districts? 
What is the shortage of food and in what quantities, in which of the deficit 
districts and parts thereof? How are you going to marshal your resources? 
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Ib co-ordination of action between District Officers of Bengal effective? Have 
family members been counted? Is the deficit of each family IqiownF Have 
ration cards been issued? Are the merchants licensed? Have the mahajans 
been made responsible for supply on penalty as suggested? Are the 
Subdivisionul Officers held responsible for deaths by starvation? Are the 
reports of the Subdivisional Officers read? Are they respected? Have they 
been given time to enquire and make a report? Have the District Magis- 
trates ]»pen made responsible in the way suggested? Are the requisitions of 
tlie Subdivisional Officers and District Magistrates honoured? Are the 
Control Officers of J^urchase and Supply co-ordinated? Have they been 
given the task of looking to the requisitions of Subdivisional Dfficers and 
District Magistrates? Are there yet a set of officers from the capital of 
Bengal down to tlie village chained in a system? The officers must be ready, 
officers must be willing, officers must be able to work out the system. Have 
the public bodies from the Disfrict Board down to the rriion Board been 
taken into confidence? It was a seven du>s’ work to have an estimate of 
needs and estimates of surplus and seven days more to provide ration cards? 
People were and are willing to co-operate. Ked-tapism is a danger and has 
led to disaster. 

Had you time to read the .scheme forwarded by the District Board of 
Faridpur in July last? Why then did you not answer the (|uestion put by 
me in the Assembly in the August session? Wer(‘ not the (piestions import- 
ant? Did you reject the scheme or had accepted it was the simple 
question? The reasons for rejection or any alternate scheme adopted by 
(iovernment were the further demands in the further que.stions. You have 
not replied to them then. Reply to them now. What is the scheme you 
intend to follow must be clearly explained. 

I lonceive you have no time to formulate a scheme. Your masters have 
other mind. Officers and officials are warring. You are warring too. You 
are waning the ])eople on their ideology. The Muslim licugue to yim was 
as a red rag to a bull. You speml time in fighting silly Jiniiah. You make 
love and mean to be wise in vour dealings with the (’(Uigress. You make 
obeisance to your masters and fight their underlings Impossible! 
Incongruity i.s there. Village people die. For you is death )»y starvation. 
Food situation is lieing solved hy the Ministers in their Bengal Budget and 
in the sjieech of the llon’ble Chief Minister made thereunder. It cannot 
be done overnight! Submit. Sing Fazlul Hu(i Zindabad ! You have not 
done. Death .sentence is here; one by slow degrees I 

Hon’ble Mr. Bose is warring. But he is sure Calcutta will no more be 
bombed. Village Himlus, do not worry. Knter hi.s League. Come to 
Calcutta. ^ ’T i** the slogan now. AVe in Calcutta shall not 

die of starvation. J 1) ^ ly* 

I have enough; n duck liaa nothing to worry about .stonii, hailstorm or 
tornado. 

Thi.s ia the solution of the food problem in Bengal. The budget makes 
other solutions also. 
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You villagers shall not rrv for water. Tube-well materials are not 
available. Tap water might fail in Calcutta, whichever was a piec4i of 
pipe — we have sunk in Calcutta. Do not suggest, poor l>oy. that a masonry 
well or a reinforced concrete well is a good substitute for a tube-well. We 
shall not give you either. Rivers in Bengal and channels and other water 
courses — you are dying. liCt you t'ontinue in your nuisan<*es. 

(^At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mtliltfi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: May I have a few minutes morel^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y ou can have two minutes only. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Thunk you. Sir. There no gentleman 
lives. Come to the metropolis. I^et rivers and channels alone. Flood Hush 
— you never Aik of. All these w'ere the talks of the last decade -while 
Fazlul Uuq w'as a rustic. He is now' a gentleman -Hon’hle Mr. A. K. Faulul 
Huq. These talks are obsolete and out of date now'. Pundiase more of 
dredgers if you can. Have more of Ministers and more of emoluments, loaves 
and fishes for memhers Famine comes and fatnine goes, crops fail and 
people die, luit we shall go on t(»r ever. The deelaratiou is there : the 
M.Ii.A. s shall live till <»mc year after the war is over! 

Quinine, vou are not sweet to the taste’ ^ ou cannot move unbridled 
amongst oui peojile! It an inexhorahle man insists let him rca.l the i uJcuiUi 
Gaz(tte. Quinine i^ selling at Us. i>er pound! The bazar does rot 
supply you even ioi Us. -{(Mt t<ir a pound. 'I hal is a had say ! “I shall 
inejuire into your allegation-”, the Hon'hle Mi. Bunmiii has assured. That 
will d(», I believe! 

Village dispensaries, you are not our chihl ; y<ui have not behaved well, 
you must he dissohed You cannot incrca.se in number. We gave you 
Us. 2U0 pel annum for 20 villages in a lump. Malarial fevers were not off. 
Kala-a/.ar could not he <'<iiitr(dled. What cun wc do? No worry amlin 1 
We are going to give you Uurnl Fublic Health 1 nits. \\ e liave provided 
11 lakhs. We provided thi.s immey in the current year. AVe jirovided the 
same amount the year bef(»re. We ha\e not spent a single cowri. AVe sbuli 
not spend a cowri this year also. Do not worry ! 

A^illage -aiiitation — Us t.OttO — is not a small sum for one lakh of 
villages! India Government has lost sympathy! We rannot do anything 
more. 

“Grow nurre jute’' and make money ! AVe have given you the quota. 

Grow more food campaign we have given up I 

Is it not good enough ! 

Kconomic development and imjirovement of rural areas, your name is 
there in the budget ! No provision has b<*en made. It is a sad omission. 
We shall look to it, jicor Iniy ! 

For that do not be a rustic ; do not talk of Co-operation — Agriculture, 
Industries. W’e have reduced the grants. It must l)e because our budget 
figure has from Rs. -ib crores in HM2-4d risen to Rs. 44 crores in 194»I-44. 
We have made loans to meet the demands of the noble man! We cannot 
bear the talks of the rustics! 

23 
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Poor «jlly hovH from the Tillage ran to me to tell me that there were 
commitments. Raw .lute Tax and Sales Tax were imposed witli clear 
commitments. They say promise was there definite to utilise the money for 
(1) Rural Primary Kdeueation, (2) Rural Public Health, (3) Rural Water- 
supply. They suggest further that Land Revenue is an income from culti- 
vators. Tax on jute i'^ again a money drawn from the cultivating people. 
Poor hilly boys, can you tell me when I did keep my promise! 

I was not a Raburchi. T did not give you DaUhhatl Poor Suhrawardy 
made a promise. What do I care for it! He has been removed from his 
guddy for that ! Do you expect I .shall keep his promise good ! Down 
with Suhrawardy! Down with his promise! Do not suggest that the poor 
cultivators have a claim on Government money ! 

tThe House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment. ) 

Kizi ABUL MA8UD: Mr. Chairman, Sir, 

Nawabzada Khwaja NAiARULLAH: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Treasury Bench is empty 

Mrt 8HAHEDALI: We are taking notes. 

Mr. CHAIRMAM (Mr. David Hendry): I have sent information to the 
Hon’ble Phief Minister w'ho, I hope, will come back in five minutes. In 
the meantime let us carry on. 

Kazi ABUL MA8UD: Mr. (Tairman, Sir, I d(» not know whether one 
is to congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister on the Budget as presented 
by him. After the inauguration of the so-called Provincial Autonomy in 
the year 1937 bye-elections of the different legislatures and other local 
bodies throughout India have clearly demonstrated that Muslim League is 
the onI\ organisation which can deliver goods on behalf of the Muslims of 
India. In this province the Muslims constitute a great majority. Cir- 
cumstances have taken such a shape that the Muslim League has no share 
in the administration of this jirovince. But, Sir, how this ministry is 
working with an artificial majority inside the legislature is for the House to 
judge. 

Coming, Sir, to the (leneral Administration of the province w’hat w'e 
find today is really shocking and one can see how and in what way the 
Government machinery is moving on. Sir. in his budget speech the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister has referred to the expansion of the Ilirectorate of 
Civil Supplies. But is this big paraphernalia, maintained at the cost of 
poor people s hard-earned money, functioning properly? Instead of tackling 
the food problem successfully the situation is going to be worsene<l day 
by day: prices of essential commodities are shooting up stage by stage. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has said: “By July last it had become 
abundantly clear that the fixation of the minimum price by law was no solution 
of our problem : the effect was to drive supplies underground or what is 
properly referred to as black market”. Even at such a late period, I 
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mean in July last, the ministry arising from great slumber finds one 
morning that this state of affairs is going on. Then what drastic action 
has been taken against these culprits for their anti-social activities^ What 
are their officers doing!* Under their directions the District Officers and 
the Subdi visional Officers are applung the Defence of India Act and its 
Rules to suppress public opinion, to stop criticism of the policy of the 
ministry, to oppress political leaders and to repress social workers. But, 
Sir, scene does not end here and even some members of the legislature have 
been detained under these Rules: (he IVess has Iuhmi gaggeil. But what 
about these hoarders and unscrupulou> merchants wljo are sucking every 
ounce of the life-bUxul of eur nation)* How many prosecutions under the 
Defence of Imlia Act and its Rules have been started against this privileged 
class? In many cases tlje\ are let oft with a mild warning. Why drastic 
action has not been taken against these worst criminals of the society? 
The whole atmosphere, Sir. is surcharged with corruption ami jobbery. 

Then, Sir. coming to the “firow more food” campaign of this (iovcrn- 
inent I maintain that the ministry lacks extremely in imagination and 
judgment which are so verv essential at this hour of emergem’> . In this 
connection the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has referred to distribution 
of paddy, mustard, lentil and potato seeds. But to whom these seeds are 
distributed? (ienernlls tbe\ are ilistnbuted not to the tillers of (he soil 
who actually need tliem but to some big jotedars who never utilise them 
for production purposes. 

Then comes the question of recommendations of the Floud t'ommission. 
Mr. fiurner, Special (Rlicer, appointed to examine tliese lecomineinlat ions, 
has alreail\ .submitted lii.s repoit in Ju]>. Ut-Rl, but no I'ft’ect lia** been 
given to lii^- recomiiieiidations up till now. One of the important aspects 
of these recommendations is conscdidation of the holdings. I'nless there 
be a definite scheme to consolidate the fragmentation of the Inddings real 
improvement of the'-e lands cannot be eftfM‘te<l. W by this hesitation ef the 
Progressive Coalition Party in this direction? Experiments, particularly 
in Khas Mahal and penaaneiitly-scttlcd e.states, should have been started. 
The Chief Minister is shrewd enough and he just showed a gesture and 
before the coniiiiencement <»1 the budget se.ssion released a statement to the 
Press simply to hoodwink (he public. What a colossal hoax ! If he really 
means business, why is he sleeping so long with the new members of his 
happy and blesserl family? Did he proceeil a single step to bring about 
these radical changes? There are thousands arnl thousands of acres of 
culturable but not cultivated lainN, wliich (lovernmeiit havo neither surv(‘>ed 
nor taken any statistics of. Arrangements should have bocn m.ide long 
before to settle these lands with the cultivators. But Government have 
totally ignored this aspect of the agricultural problem. 

Then, Sir, in many parts of this province, unless there be proper arrange- 
ment for irrigation, the lands, if cultivated, will not yield any produce. 
Due to failure of drainage scheme and want of arrangement of artificial 
irrigation for watering lands, the people dependent on the yield of these 
knda ore in great economic distress. A well-planned scheme should have 
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been chalked out and much more money should have been allotted under 
this bead. There is no provision either for grants and subventions to 
schemes of rural reconstruction or for grants-in-aid towards minor drainage 
schemes. Sir, after the passing of the Bengal Money-lenders Act no sources 
have been left open to offer credit facilities to the hard-hit agriculturists 
except advancing short-term crop loans through the agency of the Bengal 
Provincial Co-operative Bank. In spite of a provision of Rs. 60 lakhs in 
the budget for this purpose the amount has not been utilised. Is it because 
the co-operators of this province have started non-co-operation with the 
Ministers!^ Then, Sir, due to this attitude, members of the co-operative 
societies are losing all their confidence in the co-operative movement. 

Sir, that this Ministry has not formulated any scheme to alleviate the 
distress of the rural Bengal will be clearly demonstrated from another 
fact. There have been saving.s to the extent of Rs. 1,18,000 owing to 
postponement of special expenditure on rural reconstruction and savings 
to the extent of Rs. 1,76,000 owing to the non-utilisation of enlarged grants 
to district officers for rural reconstruction. These subordinate officers like 
Ministers are treating the rural and simple people with all callousness and 
indifference. Not only this. Sir, 1 have forgotten to add that these officers 
conveniently forget that they are servants of the ( rown and not the servants 
of the Ministers and with the valuable assistanct* and co-operation of this 
type ot officers Ministers are pursuing their policy of oppression, suppres- 
sion and repression to the Muslim Ijeaguers. Muslim League Chairmen of 
district boards, local boards and municipalities have been removed one after 
another. Muslim League workers have been put to undue harassment and 
under detention. 

Sir, 1 do not like to mention a catalogue of misdeeds of this Ministry, 
but I do maintain with all the emphasis at my command that the budget 
with such heavy liabilities to the (entral Government has thoroughly 
neglected the nation-building departments. I strongly hold that though 
Ministers are sufficient in number, yet they are inefficient to run the ad- 
ministration efficiently. 

Miulins Md. MANIRUZZAMAN iSLAMABAPI; 

mi f^r- 

<3 fTO C? TfC g ' fe 

-5^5 '3Tvr"K ^ 5*80-88 :> 

i (Trtt's oc <?rO 

i o:> ^ ^ iRn i “‘'trtrfiHf 

^ ^ ^ I ^ f%5t^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

I ^$*1 ? :pr?r ftvnr i cofetfiRtSt sft? ^ ^ 

t(ty ^ stTiH ^ m 
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iirv^ wfipp i “f>f^‘^i*ri” ?t¥i ^rfirs 

if^C4 1 “f>ffe«T ^ ^tw] ^rRnj; i ^ 

^5RT?r ^ ’R fpf] 80 ^ i 

a 4 cwt (Tftrofe. ^ir$ c^ c^rtv 

^ ^armi ^ffc^ i 4 4tc5, c^ ^ 

^p#:^ I 4^ ^Pfts /^\o (?i< : “c>f5 q 4^ (?H'> 

IRH 

^ ^ 4^ ^ fed? C5R1 fej ^c^t5’^ I 

^rffenr 5Tn:^-^’3i ^ >6^ (^^^8:0 orWt'jC’r cn tprsr ^ 

si^soo ?t^ ^tfe s v^mr^ i ;.ot c?Tt^ jjprtf^nr 

’sfffeU? v^^rtrs^ I '^•prm. ftO rtctoji l 

’^^nTq ^rPTtfer 'jprf^'ips I 2^5^ ^psTST^ 2n:<fT >T'3stfeD I 

^amt^T ^ Unrfi!:^, ^sir^r c^rt:^. 60 ?t?m i ^o ^ 

#> ^ 

iTWr^ v^c^ I <5TTt? c^ ^ ^ s 4tc<pf vfms, 

(TRrr^rs Tf%C3 00 ?T^ ^rtUfc^ i ;.8«'d<'-f‘^r< Tfer ’R i 

^v(^:>ff^ '-(Ct'ro^ 4^ SoB^ ^ c*^fen 

^<1 t<f>iU5 i '«(v|'t<^ ujqui C8^ I ^llUf C^ ^ 

(M I 4^ 2Tt^i v^ *5^1 c*^fBr>Tr2f \b 3rrc»f?r 

c-5ft;gt^ v5 3n I 6 2rfr>i'i( o^fWF ?ffi'4 v^ m 

^1 r^ I c c?rf^ in uny^ ^ vp.'piy ^rnfej ^ vftin 

'*Tnr»rf2?t ^ 

^<?i< ^''^cz tfeB 5j'ift2r f^z I im vn 

^ c^F ^fen Br;pi\*4n =jf% TfirflTi:^ i br *fm, 

4^^^^!^ I W TT^ 2ft3rfeF feTFC'lT ^ ^ ^FfiRH C^T^Vl 

I ^un 4^ 2rt«fi Tt^r <if^cTO^ ^ i 4 cr^ 

BTiTW (TiTc?^ i f^rf^Wtm IM:f^ <ii 

«RT »f2Tr-3R fef*f I 442T rt'4T2Pft^ S^ttB fV ? tJtl-IITf? <1f1 ftf 

^ fe'ir ^ 2r#^rc<^ 4^ ^aiwj^i "fertm <tfe5i”o 3t«im 
y G r^t c ^ I ?f^* ^rfiimr fen -faF 3 fer ^icwv iu^ wniw^i^ ^vrsr gfen 
I iy^rprsj fefsftftr 5tfil^ I 4^ fer^r 4t*?mT JTmTr ^ 

4^s fe%i? fejR ^ 4^ 'arWinf i 

vBitm ^ 5 'artc^rfir^ur ^ rprzpf cstpr*^ f^ifes ^fihn 

mtm ^ ffer, Of^ ^ c*rflfi^ iftr^ nfen^t c«rPFm r^ feVJ 
2prr <it^ i fi^ai •rvc^ff Tirsr ’Hp^ ob c"W»( ^Btcir, 

<7r4ur T^c^ srS^r. ^ c^r^rtfe fefers^ ^n i c^tv imr, ^ 

tjft^ 4? wft^r ^ >f^ c'WPf bfifTOT I 

Mr. W. 0. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Cliaimidn. Sir, by a happy traditioii 
the rules for this budget procedure are as free and easy as for certain other 
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popular forms of wrestling and the control is as light and unoppressive as 
it is in the rice and sugar markets. Availing mysdlf of this latitude I 
would spend my few minutes in saying something about a matter to which 
the budget hardly refers, I mean the state of education and teachers in 
Bengal and specially, of late, in ('alcutta. 

I have felt tempted to refer to what Mr. Gupta said about the Civic 

Guards. Being myself one of the ruffians in that ruffianly service, I feel 

it right that I should assure Mr. Gupta that there are plenty of vacancies 
in the Guards and that if he is anxious to improve us, he will be welcome 
when he offers to bring into us those public and civic virtues that at 
present he does not find in myself and my colleagues. I can assure him he 
will be given ample opportunity for doing his four hours duty^ every night, 
his three hours every alternate day. his 3 to 4 parades every week and a few 
extras to keep him busy. 

As for the A. R. P. we have heard serious accusations brought against 

their courage. 1 trust we shall have ample opportunity to speak about 

that in the remainder of this debate. It is a strange charge to bring 
against a public .service and 1 am sure ample evidence to the contrary can 
be given on the floor of the House. 

I now turn to one subject of social service of the greatest importance, 
a service which has been of lute in the very forefrr)nt line of defence not 
only of this province but of the culture of this country. 1 take my text 
from sonietliing of what Mr. Sen .said the other evening. He started to 
talk about education in (’alcuttu, and I should like to develop his thought. 
It is not necessary to blame anyone f»)r the chaos that has come about, 
or if we started blaming we are all equally blameworthy including the 
members of this House who have not troubled themselves at all about it, 
w’lio have not paid uu} attention to what is going on, who never met to 
talk about it. 

Now the disaster may be studied as a interesting example of tlie w'ay in 
w’bicb a social ealumity sprea<ls if it is iu>t checked at the oiit.set. First of 
all, tliere was the disappearanee from ('alcutia of thousands and tens of 
thousaml.*' of chihlren owing to the panic, and the commonsense, of their 
parents. This weakened the schools. There was loss of children, loss of 
fees, instifficient n'sources to carr\ on. Tea<‘hers had to be dispiissed or 
j)ut on V(‘rN . small l>ay. Then there was an uiu'ertainty. The schools 
did not know' what the parents wanted and so llje> could not frame a decided 
polie.N . Then the Fuiversity did not know what the parents or the schools 
wanted. It had to find a formula dealing with two uncertainties. And 
last of all came* the Government which had to deal with three uncertainties, 
the opinion of the University, parental opinion and the opinion of school 
authoritiovS. Need we be surprised that cbao.s and disintegration have been 
the result It has been a calamity of wdiich everyone could see the 
beginning, and I am afraid at present we cannot see the end. 

I want to say a few* w’ords especially about the distress among teachers. 
They, thousands of them, have lost their posts or lost a large part of their 
salaries, always small, and it has not been possible to give them anything 
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6Xcept very trivial subsidies. Someone in the House said the other day 
that the budget failed in that it was not sufficiently nation-building. 
are in the middle of a war and nations are trying to .survive, trying to 
save themselves from perishing. Similarly, teachers are concernetl at this 
moment with surviving, with avoiding perishing. T() keep their fatnilies 
alive, to keep tlieniselvc'' alive, on •'hied-i «>t "alarit*'' lo'ver lurgt‘. is their 
one (xmcern, and i‘au we bluine them it the\ are not very interested in any 
long-term policy of nation-building, if their intere.st at the present moment 
is in immediate necessities and very short-term arrangements. 1 say all 
this as an expression of .sympathy with the men and women who have 
done heroic work for their pupils at a very unpleasant and difficult time, 
and this is fine service to their country. They, like most other public 
services, I tlynk like all our public service.s, have bravely stuck to their 
guns and worked through all kinds of disadvantage and anxiety. They 
were in the front line. School managers too have had to face the same 
difficulties and summon the same resource and courage. So that men years 
hence, as they try to repair the damage of the.se years, may not say that 
we in this House were ton stupid, too indifferent to see what was going on 
under our eyes, 1 think it is fitting that .some of us liere should show that 
the House has been aware of wbat is going on. 

One last topic, and that is the children without schrads. There are 
schools without children, but there are also children without schools. When 
a big system of education is disintegrated it takes a long lime for it to he 
re-integrated. Amongst our Knrnpean children there are hundreiis now 
roaming the streets of Calcutta. There are tew Kuropcau schools left in 
the city, partly because the Army, not having other uccominodalion, has 
taken over their schools. They ha<l to he turned out; nian,\ have gone to 
the hills. There are chilflren who cannot afford to go to the hills or whose 
condition of health does not allow them to ^o to the hills. And there are 
many roaming the streets of Calcutta without an\ sihooU also there are 
thousands and tens ot thou.sands ot Indian chilclren. You can meet them 
everywhere. The\ say: “AVe <lo not know wheu* our schools have gone”, 
and so so. There is m* st ho«)l near about jiiid it takes a long time to find 
new schools. A\"e ma.\ say jestiiigl\ this is all very well. ( hildren do 
not mind holidays. The longer the holiday the better they like it. They 
are having holidays; hut like most people they enjoy holidays as a 
relief, as a change from work. The\ liave not the capuhilit>, tliey could 
not have the capahilit.v, that we experienccMl legislators have, of 
sitting down week after week, mouth after month doing nothing, 
(Laughter.; inert in body and blank in mind. They want 
to be active in bmly and mind, they want their activities to be directed, 
and if those activities are not directed, if a large proportion of our children 
who normally should he at school are not being educated it will be a loss 
io this province in a few years, because it i- very difficult to make good 
waste of time, waste of opportunities. The mind of ddldren develops in 
quietness. In all countries today cbildrea are suffering because their minds 
have to develop amid fears and alarms, improvisations and difficulties of 
every kind. That is common. But because Bengal is situated as it b 
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in relation to the war, and because Bengal's geography is what it is, we in 
•Bengal and especially in Calcutta have had to suffer special ills as well 
since we can do nothing about it I think it right that w’e here should pay 
a tribute to our teachers, tell them that we are aware of their sufferings; 
and let us hope that some day, in 2 or 3 years, we shall have the opportunity 
— not we but those who follow us — to do for teachers with a Budget what 
today our Budget is only able to hint at. (Cheers.) 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Chairman, in nsing to 
speak a few words on the budget presented to the House for the ensuing 
year and on the policy pursued by the present Ministry, it is not my desire 
to enter into details. It has been said that it is a war budget. Some of 
the items of expenditure proposed could therefore have beei^ omitted at a 
time wdien we are passing through an emergency. Provisions have, how- 
ever, been made for Dearness Allowances to the Ministerial Staff and others 
drawing a poor salary in all the offices of Government, It seems to me, 
however, that the Ministry would have served the House, the officers of 
Government and the province as a whole much better and more usefully if 
instead of making such provisions they had withdrawn all their intercep- 
tions from at least the supplies of the foodstuff and other essential necessities 
of life. The innocuous resolution tabled on behalf of Government regarding 
the food situation of the province does not lead us unywffiere. Should I 
get an opportunity to make a few’ observations before the House when that 
subject comes up again for further discussion, I hoj)e. the House w’ill realise 
the dangerous conseciuences to w'hich we have all been landed and the 
hopeless condition at which the innocent people in the rural areas have 
been placed by all sorts of unwise and unjustifiable steps taken so far. 

It has been said that the provincial autonomy as has been functioning 
in this province on the basis of Government of India Act, 1935, is only 
a sham and has not given any power to a responsible Minister. I am not 
quite sure if an observation of this character is at all well merited. For 
having had an opportunity for a few years to discharge that responsibility 
I am definite that so long as a Minister is honest and true to his oaths 
of office and secrecy, there is hardly any difficulty for him. But as soon 
as he introduces his personal ideas into the affairs of the provincial adminis- 
tration, he is sure to get into trouble.**. 

It has to be remembered that officers of His Majesty’s Government are 
nobody’s household servants and they cun never be expected to carry out 
anybody's w’hims whispered into their ears and not even put in black and 
white. It is therefore necessary that time should be spent not only to be 
acquainted wdth the details of the administration but also to have a fair 
discussion w’ith such officers as can tender advice based on their experiences 
so that a proper conclusion can be reached. Every one knows that under 
the present emergent circumstances through which the country is now 
passing the affairs of a Government have increased in volumes. These cell 
for a very large amount of time of a Minister being spent in analysing 
thmi before he can come to any conclusion of his own. So long as this ia 
done properly and according to the oaths by which he is enjoined to do all 
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manner of right without fear or favour and ill-will or affection there ia 
hardly any room for such officers being disloyal or for the head of the 
administration to take a different course of action for the luaiuteuauoe of 
law and order as also for carrying on good government in the name and on 
behalf of His Majesty the King-Emperor and also with due regard to the 
rights and privileges of the minorities in the province. 

If it is said with impunity that a provincial Governor brought from 
home is of an intriguing character and has got the capacity of setting one 
against the other for which there is hardly any reason or even evidence, 
it must be admitted that Jiis disciple, the caste Hindu politician of this 
unfortunate caste ridden country has excelled him in various ways and to 
a very large^degree. He has been in the field of education and political 
activities almost from the beginning of the British administration in this 
country. He has not only taken full advantage (d ediu'ution along with 
the facilities that administrative authorities have given him but has at the 
same time taken great care to see that those behind him do never get an 
opportunity of even asking for a share of any of those facilities to which 
they may be justly and pn>perly entitled under the administration. He 
has through his cleverness not onl\ managed to enjoy all the cream but 
has also succeeded in bringing about differences and divisions amongst 
others so that they may not get any opportunity even of having a common 
understanding among themselves. He has so manoeuvred his activities 
that he has succeeded in making a Muslim Chief Minister create a division 
in his own community and practically to strike at the root of all attempts 
towards advancements tliut the masses of the Muslims have maile. Along 
with this, he has very well succeeiled in keeping the unfortunate Sidiedulcd 
Castes separated from one another so that they cun never unite even to 
have a common understanding with respect to public matters. I am not 
quite sure if the earliest history of Hiitish rule in this country showa 
anything of that nature from which a policy of “IHvide and Rule’’ can at 
all be deduced. If it has appeared in the administration at any time, it 
seems to me that it has been introduced by the caste Hindu politician. Time 
has however come or is fast approaching when a policy of that character is 
bound to meet with disastrous cxinsequences. It only shows that we can- 
not, through our own ignorance of the affairs of the world, look beyond 
our noses; but we must remember that we are all responsible to our electo- 
rates and we shall also be called upon to give an account of our activities 
in this House. It will not do for us to say that we have asked a Minister 
to explain his activities to this House, for we are also equally responsible, 
if not to the House but to our electorates and to the people outside. 

It cannot be .said that the present Ministry' have got no fK)licy. They 
have certainly got one of their own. It is just to make promises and 
propaganda. They have utilised their tours in a»lvertising themselves-~4iy 
hoisting of Krishak Proja or Forward Blockist or Hindu Sabba flags, or iu 
abusing those who hold vii'ws against theirs or in shouting loud of the 
**Ganga-Jamana Sangam’'. When in the country-side any difficulty is 
placed before them, they are quick in making promise for its redress, even 
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when they feel that it is not possible to fulfil the same. They have neither 
the eoura^fe to ojienly refuse sueh request nor have any courtesy to explain 
the position. Press is always handy and ready to advertise such propap^anda 
and proiniser». If Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasapi^ar were alive today, I 
feel eonfident that he would have been ('oiii]>elled to rewrite liis First lesson 
to .say ‘‘ l” 

Mf« 8YED BADRUDDUilA: On a point of order, Sir. Is Mr. Mullick 
discuHsiupr the political situation in the country or discussing? the budg-etP 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Da¥id Hendry): It is no point of order. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is a point of disorder. 

Affain, the Ministry have practically ^iven a ffo-bye to the (Jecision taken 
in June 1039 for giving a certain proportion of all the appointments under 
Government to qualified candidates of all the communities living in this 
country. In the name of false efficuency, however, they have not hesitated 
to introduce personal considerations in these appointments as are evident 
in almost all the departments. 

We had an iiitormation the other day that a nephew and a son found 
direct entrances into the Ki*gist ration Dejiartment 1 undersu>od that one 
of them at least did not posse.ss the minimnin cdmational qualification. I 
only hope that my information is incorrect. If em|uiries l>e made, we may 
be favoured with information of tliix kind where personal considerations have 
weighed to make the final choice on an efficient basis of this sorf in other 
departments of the (lovernment as well — Sides Tax. (leneral Services, 
Judicial, Medical, Clerical, ('ivil Defence and A. K. 1C In the last 
mentioned departments also it is said that candidatc*« reading up to classes 
seven or eight of Matri< ulution Standard with special (jiiulification of 
membership of certain organisations have been chosen in preference to 
Scheduled Caste Matriculates. 1 only wish again that my information is 
not correct. 

It is a great pity that affairs ot this iintortunale jirovince* should Lave 
been directed in the way in which they are being directed for the last 14 
inontlis. Ail the.se activities pointcilly show th,it tlie expression of hopeless- 
ness given vent to hv one ot the chamuious id llie Scheduled Castes while 
taking part in the g(*neral di.s< U'»sion on the budget of the province of Bengal 
20 vears hack .still ludds correct: tor, he said that from the highest to the 
lowest every one is full of .sympathy with the Depressed Classes or Scheduled 
Castes hut when time (N>mes to translate it into action all sympathy 
evaporates. 

We all know that the term “Hindu” does not denote any homogeneous 
race. The liCgislature of the province has hardly got anything to do with 
the personal affivirs regarding religion of any human being belonging to any 
community whatsoever. We are here to disiharge our responsibilities to 
our (onstituencies in regard to the activities of the Government so far as 
they function under the Statute. We are no beggars and we desire it to be 
clearly uiulerstotal that we must have our proper share definitely given to 
Us in all the activities of the administration. We do not beg of anybody 
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nor have we any desire to do so. But we emphatically protest against the 
sinister attempt made by some to create differences amonjrat lus with a 
pernicious motive. They must realise that matters will not end here and 
when that day conies, they will also realise the conseijuences of such 

activities. 

We are not veiy mui li <‘onceri»od with secomlai v or higher eilucation. 
We are concerned with primary education so that the illiterate masses in 
the interior of the province (an have the consciousness that they are also 
human bein^rs and that they have a ri^ht to live. It is no use takinjj^ undue 
advantage of their helple.ss position. That position only calls for a 

sympathetic consideration: hut instead they are heinj,^ utilised only for the 
agjfrandisemeut of a handful of privilejred people. 1 believe that with a 
little education, they will he able t-o understand their own individual hudpret. 
They will he able to utilise their spare time and their vacant lands attached 
to their homesteads for the purpose of prowin^f more food. 

They will he able with a little <Hlucation to keep better health so that they 

do not fall victims to the epidemic's when they spread in a horrible shape in 
this unfoi lunate province Instead of doing anything of the kind a sum 
of Tls. 8,00,000 is being provided only to develop primary educ*ation. 
Nobody knows wliut it ineau^ The use. however, that the* few school hoards 
set up in tlie province have been making of t)n‘se .sums spent up till now 
i.s clear to every one. It has onl\ iritrocluced communal and personal 
differences in tlie interior. The ()ov<*riimenl of Bengal have* no doubt got 
special ofllccr'- and hav<* been spending special money and spcM-ial time for 
primary eckicatinn, but we sliould ha\e been bappy if all the* special things 
have been uithdraun and tlie old .sy.stcun of having schools in the villages 
for the purpose of giving simple lessons on reailing and writing and on 
Arithmetic and health, were re-intr<Mluced, perhaps they would have* done 
better. We an* again not concerned with the esl.iblishment of any Appoint- 
ment Board of any rnviersity vchic*h has been done only to rcunovc* the 
unemployment pr<d)lein of tbo.se attachc*d to .such Ismrds nncl of no one els©. 

We know how the act ivi ties of the “triow More F<H)d Campaign” have 
been working in the province for the last few months. It is lucky as the 
Ilon’ble Minister said that it would not bc‘ repc*ated in the next year’s budget. 

I will not dilate upon the activitic's whic-li 1 myself linve noticed. I met 
an honourable inc'inber f»f this House supporting the so-called National 
Ministry at Darjeeling in October last and I understocal from him that thift 
was his second visit to Darjeeling after a niiinl)er of ycuirs. He* clidnH 
disclose to me the purpose of hi.s visit, hut I came to h*arn from .some* of the 
officers of (Jovernmc'nt whcnri I casually iin‘t on the* streets of Darjeeling 
that he w'as there to purchase potato seeds on behalf of Government and 
that he was hac*ked by a personal c*hit given by an Hon hie Minister of the 
National Ministry in his mission. I will have a few more ohservatiems to 
make if I get a few minutes when the other subject rc'garcling the fiKwi 
situation in Bengal comes to lx? further discussed. 

The manifestation of Hindu*Mu»liin unitv we have notic'ed in the coursd 
of the last year resulting from the expenditure of the lakh <»f rupeen provided 
for in the last year’s budget ought to be a leaaon to all of us and we only 
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hope and trust that such unity attempts will not be repeated by the present 
Ministry. It is a matter of common knowledj^e that the communal propen- 
sities l(‘a(linj^ to all sorts of disturbances in this province have been the 
result of speeches and activities on the one side of one of the Muslim leaders 
and on the other of a Hindu Sabha leader. 

T do not propose to take any more time of the House at this staj^e and I 
resume rny seat by only f^ivin^r an expression to a feeling of agony that woe 
unto a provinc e whose aflPairs are being managed by a body of gentlemen who 
do not know, nor desire to know, what the facts are and who have no 
regard, nor do they desire to have any regard, for their own selves as also 
for the people placed under their charge for the time. (Applause from the 
European, Muslim League and Bengal Legislature Scheduled Caste Parties.; 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Mr. Deputy S])eaker, Sir. w'e are now 

passing through a most critical period of our history, and Bengal 
being now in the very forefront of the firing line, w'e have been 
confronted with problems and difficulties which would have taxed 
to its utiiKJst the pow'er of initiative and resourcefulness of any 
Ministry that might have been in power today. To add to this, 

natural calamities unprecedented in the history of the province 

have immensely complicated the extraordinary situation in which 
the Ministry finds itself. It is no wonder, therefore, that the budget 
proposals presented bef(»re the House by the lloirble the Chief Minister 
liavc not provecl to he us satisfactory Urv one would have wished. There are 
many imjioitunt problems which await effective handling by the Ministers, 
hut the paramount need of the hour ha.s relegated them to the background. 
This is 1)0 doubt disconcerting. Sir, wc (‘aiinot ignore the stern realities 
of the present situation. It w'ill be, therefore, unfair to blame the present 
Ministry for its various shortcomings. 

Sir, at the outset I want to invite the attention of the House to an 
unforiunute reference in the speech of the Hon 'hie the Finance Minister 
about the manner in which the campaign of sabotage and hooliganism has 
been suppressed. He has said that “Government servants met the situation 
with courage and determination and that the police in particular ro.se nobly 
to the occasion “ But there is not a word of sympathy for the thousands 
of innotent sufferers who have lost their properties and many of whom lost 
their live.s. The police acted nobly indeed I One has only to take a round 
in the village areas of Midnapore district and those of the Balurghat sub- 
division in the district of Dinajpur, only to realise what w'as the true picture, 
Indeetl, Sir, the police and the executive officials acted with such a callous 
disregard of the elementary principles of fairness as we have hardly witness- 
ed during the long period of British administration in this country. Sir, 
an appreciation of the conduct of these executive officials by the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister therefore is only adding insult to the injury. A 
popular Minister must reflect popular opinion and in this particular matter 
I regret to have to say that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has failed us. 

Coming now, Sir, to the actual budget proposals I shall, first of all, 
refer to the Home Guard organisation. In the current year Es, 2,50,000 
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haa been spent on this organisation and in the oomiug year provision has 
been made for Rs. 17,50,000. Now, Sir, we have a right to know on what 
principles the Home (ruard.s are being organised. The original srdieme of 
the Ministry regarding the Home Guard organisation had, as we all know, 
to be abandoned as it did not meet with the approval of the real masters 
of the province. What variations have bt^en made in the original s('heme 
in order to make it acceptable to theni!^ F.s it being organised as an essentiad 
limb of the police machinery p To what extent non-otfirial oi>inion is being 
allowed to mould this new organisation.'^ Are union committees with non- 
officials being .set up in every union? La.st year the Progressive Coalition 
Party discus.sed this question and laid down certain definite principles on 
which the Home Guard shouhl be organised. The most iiuj)<»rtant part of 
their demand was the establishment of district committees with non-official 
majority in every district. Hr>w far has this resolution (d the party bet»n 
accepted? I hope the lloii'ble the Home Minister will throw ade<juate light 
on the question. Sir, we wanted the ll<»me Guanl t(» be an organisation of 
the people. If tliat i'. not possible and if, <m tlie other hand, it is going 
to be a part and parctd oi the police organisation, I feel very strongly that 

that scheme sljould not he pioc^etled with and no further public money 

should he wasted on this organisation. 

It is unfortunate. Sir, that in the current year the e,\penditure on the 
nation-huilding departments has been curtailed to a certain <*xtent. 
Expenditure on edmation has been retluced to the extent of lU. 1 lakh; 
that on Public Health to the extent of Its. 10 lakhs; that on Industries to 
the extent of Rs. 1,20,000; that on Me<lical, to a little less than one lakh 
of rupees, and on Public Works, to more than Rs. 55 laklis. Sir, non- 
utilisation of a very considerable amount of grunts under Public Health and 
Public Works is simpl\ amazing and I hope the Ministers comauned wall 
explain how it could happ<*n. Sir, .in addithmal grunt of Rs, laklis was 
made under Public Health for ruial water-supply in this year’s liudget, out 

of which only Rs. 50,000 has been spent and the balance of Rs. 7 lakhs 

remains unspent. I do not know why rural water-supply has been treated 
00 shabbily by the department. What is the excuse for not utilising the 
major part of the grant? We have been told that owing to war winditions 
tube-well materials were not available. Sir, why was not this amount 
utilised in sinking public wells? You could have sunk at least l,0tX» jiuhlic 
wells with this money and you <ould have helped a great deal to solve the 
problem of water-supply in the marl area.**. Sir, the question of water- 
supply has been a very acute problem in this province for the last 50 years 
owing to the drying up of tanks and wells in hot season. It affects also 
rural sanitation, and I feel, Sir, that the department has shown almost 
criminal negligence and a lamentable lack of capacity to adapt itself to new 
conditions. 

Again, Sir, under Public Works a very considerable amount of money 
has remained unspent. It has lieen stated that owing U) non-avnilability of 
materials the development of public roads has been hampered. Out of 
this amount Rs. 18J lakhs represent the grant for the construction of roads. 
The poor condition of public roads in this province is well known. Of all 
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the provincen Ben^ral is most backward ia this respect and the problem of 
road development is of vital importance to this province. Yet we find large 
sums of money unutilised on the plea of non-availability of materials. Sir, 
from our past experience of the working of this department, particularly 
in respect of road construction, we will be justified in not accepting this 
official plea as the whole tiuth. Thi.s is again an instance of official 
incompetence and lack of initiative. Sir, I find that out of the total sum of 
Its. 2,80,000 as discretionary grants to District Officers for rural reconstruc- 
tion Its. 1,70,000 remains unutilised. That gives an indication of the 
earnestness of the District Officers in the matter of rural reconstruction’ 
PosHil)ly, the District Officers are now so engaged in suppressing political 
movements that they have no time to spare for such insignificant task as 
rural reconstruction. Sir, this callousness of the District Officers in respect 
of natiori-buihling activities has been well known. Nothing c.in be more 
illustrative of this than thi> failure to spend even such paltry amount. 

Sir, a sum of Us. 18 lakhs has been spent for “Grow-More-Food Cam- 
paign” in tlie current year, but most of this money have been spent on distri- 
bution of seeds — such as sugarcane cuttings, paddy seeds, mustard seeds, 
gram, potato seeds and .seeds of English vegetables. While, Sir, I realise 
the vital importance <»f encouraging the .sowing of food crops, it would be 
shortsightedness to ignore to promote the cultivation of a new money crop 
such as cott<m \n this pro\ince. Jute lias lost it*, international market and 
we ar(‘ t<dd that a substitute for jute has already been found in the United 
States of America. Sir, foresight demands that every effort should be made 
hy the Agriculture Departnrent for an extensive cultivation of cotton in 
this pro\ nice in a<l(liti<m to tin* present “Grow-More-l'ood Cami^aign.” In 
North and West Bengal i-otton cultivation can be easily taken up and, as 
a matter of tact, cotton had been «me ot the stajile crops in these areas in 
the past. 

Sir, in the matter ot primaix edm ation a sum of lakhs in excess 

of tin* icvistHl estimate ha> been provided for in the budget of which Rs. 5 
lakhs is iutiMided for setting up more distriit primary schrsd boards Sir, 
we, Hindus, have a serious object ion to any further expansion of areas 
to be brought under the Primary Education .\ct until that Act is suitably 
amended so as to ensure an etjui table working of the primary education 
inacliiiiery. There have been serious (oinplaints ^^ith regard to (he selec- 
tion of sitt*s for .schools, selection of text-books and api>ointment of teachers 
in the districts where Primarv Education Act has been in operation. We 
know of many cases wlieic (dd and well-pstahlislied primary schools have 
been asked to shift to new and unsuitable l<»calities evidently not for the 
best interest of primary education in those aieas, and for their failure to 
do so their finaiuial grants had been discontinued, causing great hardships 
to the teachers. So I strongly feel that stc'ps should be taken .as early as 
possible to amend that Act and to place the entire system of primary 
education on a new and improved foundation. 

Sir, coming now’ to the Industries Department, the question of cinchona 
plantations has assumed vital importance for the welfare of the province 
since the loss of supply of quinine from the Dutch East Indies. Quinine 



1W3.] BUDGET DISCUSSION. m 

kas now become a rarity in Bengal though it is a matter of life and death 
to this malariu-struken province. Why does not the Industries Depart- 
ment undertake an extensive plantation of ( inchona in suitable areas in this 
province? Sir, there is ample scope f(>r the development of this industry 
and with proper initiatne and financial hacking tliere is no reason why 
Benfral should not be able to produce the whole of her own recjuireinents. 

Sir, before I (onclude I cannot but express my fi:reat disappoititment at 
the failure of the Ministry to utilise' the sum of one lakh of rupees for 
promotion of (ynnmunal harmoiu . Only IN. ‘Jo. 000 lias been provided in tbo 
budget estimate for the (‘omiu'r \ear for this purpose. It appears that the 
Ministr}’ has not .succ'eeded in evolvinjr n proper scheme for undertakinpr this 
great task. I do not know if it is due to lack of will or lack of time. In 
any case it is* sad to reflect how a great opportunity has heeii missed. 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: Deputy Speaker. Sir. 'sprj 

w vtm Of ^ of i 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, we demand that the Ministers bo 
present during the general discussion of the budget. All tlie members of 
the Treasury Benches ('annot be absent. 

Mfs DEPUTY SPEAKER: My <lifliculty is that 1 cannot force tbo 
Ministers to be here The ('liiet Minister ainl otlier Ministers have asked 
my permission to be absent and have informed me that tlie Hon’ble 
Mr. Ba rniuii will take note on their behalf. 

Maulana Md. ABDUL AZIZ : -srpioi PpfflTT 

^ vf< ^ =T^il V?T or pT?ni‘t ^T] 

I 

vfttv] ^ 

t -^lor orvr f^U>t i 

^5^80 ^ ’*^1 ^ 

I t OTt^fin 

c>f^ c'-mi '>io^ 

^ 4=n?f wsr vtof 

vt/?T I fr? ^ ^ 5''^! ^ 

^ ^ wHOf^ wT wx I 

FWT ^or or 

wfiRT I or 4^ ^trt? rS^rfsTrsT 

^ ^ I ^ 6w frr^ 

c/' fior ’«rf^ </^o >ffr5 'wpn a\ >o^ fetfi won 

oo ^ ’ttf >os iPfVs 0(0 m i 

^ 3 W t ^ ITCTT ▼•fi ^ (too ^^^rroPt ?Pf i 

TO? WPn 4^ coo 'SprCTT TCTT f¥t WTIW brtt 9V1S rpfT 
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^ ftjnr ^ I ^ ^ ^ 

^ fVi fV ^ ^ <rfTO (?m ^ 

inr •Tf?‘ I ‘ii4<i^ '0?i*fl^<ji(^c<n*i c^ vii^t^n ^ 

^Ffirc^ <fir?n ^rtf^ i o^tsf*ti 

,4ipsf 7f](K ^ ^ ^ ?r^C5 ^ ?fc^f<rt#twr 'WtCT 

^ ^ «rTfe^ ^ttfifsft^ a ^fro? ^ 

ipm c^ ^j[m^ (yrm ^n ^ ^ri SIS^ a 

<7r c^ toj ^ ^ 

?f«ft?i c<tcfe? ?tnr ^ Wt TOT. '^rfV^Tf ^ ^ f^5T ’3f?t?n 

^ if%i ^fRus ^rc^r ^ c^ i ^‘=f"- 

(TTC^ ^fttWT C^ 'ffiw ?r®tc*f^ \5t51 'artlTtT I 

wRc^ Wcs^ ftrs c^ 

tf c? t y*( t y »i7?ytf^ 7^?n -sfo^c^rc^ ^5yt?5 

%f7:^ I 7?r3 ^fin?^ c^ ■^(t'^tffte <ii^ ^tR^rt'^t ^TR^n 

I ^1 ?*^C9f ^ ^tfr*^ 's?tRc^ 

%*f^ ^f%i Rc 5 ’ft<fi c^'<(T 7 ? c^ ’f'f :!C\ Rrro^ 

^ ? ^:5rr^ ^i?t^ 'ii^ ^ ^C\ 

7^(75 OOI8CK ^ Rir ^1 ’ttRc^r ’^*fc'^ -srfTi 

^<jfi 1 <ii^? c^ c^ CTCcj c*f^ a R?rt3 >4^ 

OT ^ ^ ^ I ^ ^rt^ #nn 

cir ^rf<nn ^arwR'^fc??' ^rrfnr ^ v'^cs 

^ I c^vftir V f^ ^(7T R^ ^ 4rf*nn c^ Tf%?ii ^C5 

^ '!t^<a^^ Rc^^ ^rRn c^ ^ 

03^ •stIR #m^<t?r ^ '«^rd^ R^ ^rRri Rr i 

tracer '»rfR ^3 ^ c? ^<7\c<^ srtro 'irlc^t^fft 

Rrtr ^^^3 c? jficv^jf^itiftOT 

^nR nti:^ RlPf?r ^<n i ♦trrt^ R^ %r, =n Rrann 

i6<^ 1^ ^TRTi I (TTfGN 5^^ wte^Rr 

«RT ^trMn ^ar^< r^ xWVgs i 

’T#5Ttr5T ^N^n c*fr^ ^ v5fc?nn ^ ^ i <4^* «rt (tt 

jnroi R| 3TfiTG5 ^ I (T^RGjR (TT ^ nttf c^ 

nRffl I ^ 3 tR 5^ vftppj ^1 ^1 i]RT c^ ^rsm ^C5 ?r^ ?’i‘G5=T 

TO TO ^^tvm TOn I ijTO ogiR ’jmn ^ Rwci^ a 
aWTC**! TO ^^1^ TO cj^TTO uRct R T^C^(7r Rto Ryi ^TO^ ^ I ^ 

«tRg 5 ^ c? TO ^^.l^ TO TO ^<rT <ii#i R-j^ 'mRc^ — j 3^: (TT^i ^rtTOc*!^ 

I (TT^ TOT^TO TOT51 «ITRrT ^ I TO«^ ilTO ^rf%TOf| (?l 

u3^ iTTfi TOtGS ^ T?r tor ’n #Tf5 TOf vR ^tRcts 

Rf^ ittfiFCT *n I ^Jtcw ’WTO srRwfTO ^to Itftfi ^ftRFcar Bfro sn, 
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:oriCTt c*iWOTrs '(rtn i 4^ ’•fU'C'i <(10?!? '*rstc^, ftcis ^'ftn 

ft<fW ^! ■5t«<C3rc'^ ^fwi 

Mr. P. BANERill: Air. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we have Heard the state- 
ment made by the Jlon’hle the Diiet Minister — 1 mean the budffet statement 
for 194d-44. The statement is very short, but it is not at all sweet showing 
as it does a deficit budget. The binlget is not only a defi<*it binlget this 
year, but year after year it is becoming so. In I9d7 when this (loveinment 
took office it started with a clean .slate — 1 mean without indebtedness. Now 
after five yeais we notice that the indebtedness has been con.siderably 
increased and the Hon’ble tlie h'inance Alinister has stated in hi.s speech 
that on the ‘^Ist March. 1944, the indehtedne.ss will go up to Us. 4 erores 
75 lakhs, i.e., to the tune of Us. 5 < rores. We do not know what the actuals 
will he. This, in short, is the picture <»f the budget. 

Now, speakers after speakers have spoken and suggesteil how Govern- 
ment should truiue the budget. Mr. Gladding of the Kuropean Tarty who 
was the Finance Secretary a tew years ago and at whose instance duty on 
electricity was first imposed, while speaking yesterday on the floor of thi.s 
House, said that there should he no taxation on electricity. At the same 
time he suggested that there should he taxation, if necesHar>\ on luxuries. 
There should he a differential sales tax imposed «»n selected luxuries. We 
have no (juarrel with him, hut I would like to say this, that he has in his 
speech justified the huge expenditure for the establishment of the Dire<-torate 
of Civii Suppl\ us well as the expenditure on the “Grow More Fowl” 
campaign. Many honourahle inemhers have pointed out how the two 
schemes, “Gixiw Afore Food” c.impaigii and “the establishment of the 
Directorate <d Givi! Supply” have failed in its object. The Directorate of 
Civil Supply has so tar been a nnsiiomei . You are well aware that m»t only 
in towns but als(» in the ixiuntr\side there have practically been no supplies. 
Government have adopted a [sdicy of drift. They do not know their own 
mind. Now they impose one kind of restriction and immediately after they 
withdraw that re.slriction. The\ have got a very curious idea in their mind 
if they have got any about food-supply. 

As regards the “Grow More Food” campaign we find ailvertisements in 
the newspapers. The idea of the Government is to direct the cultivators to 
grow more food. But it is not possible, as Mr. Hendry said in another 
debate, to solve the problem in this way. AVhat are the Government doing 
to mitigate the miseries of the people y People in the countryside are 
suffering from various kind.s of hardships and miseries. Within the short 
time at my disposal it is not possifile to give a detailed picture of the wuntry- 
side but I shall trx' to give a brief picture. 1 shall read only a portion of a 
letter just now received by me. It runs thus : On Saturday last a cultivator 
came to sell his rice at Daolatpur hM and sold it at the rate of five annas 
per seer. You are all aware that in Calcutta the prevailing rate of rice ia 
eight annas. Now the man was arrested and sent to Khulna, '^ere be 
was relwiaed on bail. Now the result has been that from Satoday Iwt 
nobody came to the market to sell rice. You o«i well imagine the oonditioii 
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of the people. No rice was available. Coagequent on the arreat of the 
cultivator an altercation started with the result that the hat was looted on 
Saturday last. Another Mt was looted in my own district. There the 
Gbvemment officials were helping their purchasing agents. Whenever 
theee agents went into the interior, people could not get food. Even the 
owners of j>addy do not bring their paddy into the market on account of these 
agents, because the Government agents are purchasing and the Government 
servants are helping them. Only last week in Jalma hdt one Mr. Gomes, 
Deputy Magistrate, went there. He wanted rice at Its. 8 per maund, but 
the cultivator could not part with it at that rate. While Government were 
purchasing paddy at Us. (>-8 per maund, they were demanding rice at Its. 8 
from the cultivator. The result w’as, there was an altercation and on the 
next hdt day nobody came to sell rice. * 

I have given the actual state of affairs prevailing in the countryside 
today. Owing to the presence of these (lovernineiit agents the poor people 
are going without food. I don’t know what will be the result of this 
purchasing policy of Goveninienl. This is the harvesting season and if 
now this is the tale of the pitiable condition prevailing in the countryside, 
nobody knows what will l»e the condition after two or three months when 
there will be abscdute dearth of crops — 1 mean paddy, rice, other foodstuff's, 
etc. 

Now, Sir, famine is already there in sotne of the districts of Bengal. 
The Government, the bureaucratic Government, will not even admit it, 
in spite of the present distre.ss ])revailing in the province. 

So fur as the present budget is ccmceriied, it w'ill be seen that provision 
has l>een made for liuge exj)enditure on different items. I notice that wliile 
all important ilems or heads have been starved, enormous sums of money 
are going to be sj>ent on items which are not necessary. Police and such 
other departments are getting huge amounts id money at the cost of nation- 
building departments which are literally being starved This can be 
exj>ected of a bureaucratic Government, but not of a (iovernment who call 
themselves popular and who claim themselves responsible to and representa- 
tive of the people of the province. The only conclusion I can draw is that 
Government may say, “We are not in a position to do this or that.” 

Mr. OiPUTY iPCAKER: Your time is over. 

Mr. P. BANCRJI: May I have a few minutes more? 

Dr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please finish your speech as quickly aa 
possible. You can have two minutes more, 

Mrb P. SANER4I: Now, Sir, if this state of affairs continues, if there 
is undue interference from the Governor, and if Government are unable to 
help the people in any way, they should, as suggested by Mr. Gupta this 
evening, join hands with us. If they have courage let them do so. What 
is the good of continuing in office when the Ministers feel that they are so 
helpleM^ They ehould, 1 think, resign their office and let the administration 
he run undisr section S3 of the Government of India Act. 
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Sir, I shall say one or two words about what Mr. Wordsworth said reffard- 
ing Mr, Gupta’s remarks. Mr. Wonbworth seems to have been much 
perturbed on account of the statement made by Mr. (}upta regardinfr Civic 
Guards. When Mr. Gupta made that remark he did not have Mr. AVordsworth 
or other oflScers of his type in his mind. He meant only the rank and file. 
As regards the rank and file Mr. Gupta must have in liis pf>ssession materials 
which would justify the .statement he had made. These men have had no 
training whatsoever. I would suggest to Mr. Wordsworth that when the 
cut motions come up for discussion, it would he piMsible to prove if 
Mr. Gupta was right and Mr. AVordsworth wrong or vict' rcmi. 

I would now refer to the speech of Mr. Afulli(‘k. It was ridiculous on 
the part of Mr. Mullick to suggest that IUn Majecty s otticcrs Mere noboily’s 
servants. Mr. Mullick ought to he ashamed of liaving made such a state- 
ment. Officers of His Majesty’s G(»vernnicnl are cverybodN's servants. 
They are public servants. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: On a point of ]>ersonaI expla- 
nation, Sir. 1 never used that expression. What I said was that “officers 
of His Majesty’.^ Government were iiobod\’s household stuvunts”. 

Mr, P, BANERill: If I remember aright, he said that they were 
nobody’s servants in another part ol his speeidi. Now he says that they were 
nobody’s “liou.sehold servants’’. It is all the same. If he had used the 
exjiression “hoiistdiold servants,” all I can say is that that (piestion does 
not arise. Tlie (luestion of “household servants” does not come in here. 
The officers of (iovernment and the Ministers arc all public servants like 
the permanent officials. 

It has been suggested by Mr. Mullick that there is no diffii'ulty for a 
Minister to curr\ on undei the existing constitution and tliat much <le)>enda 
on the honesty of the imlividiial Minister, He has also hinteil that he is 
perhaps the only hone.st man in the world. We know the history of the 
party which was in power along with Mr. Mullick anti we know the history 
of the party which is now in pow'er. AVe are not sitting here with our 
eyes shut. AVe are watching the fun. We are not interested in either. 
It is surprising to fiml Air. Aiullick complaining of nepotism on the part of 
Ministers one of wlnuii has appointed his nephew and his son to certain 
poets. AA^e also know, as a matter of fact, that Mr. Mullick himeelf, when 
he was a Minister, wa.s re.spfinsible for the appointment of as many as 20 or 
more relations of his in some service or other under Government. 

Mr. SYED BADRUODUilA: Human rneinor^^ is very short. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y our time is over, Mr. Hauer ji, and 1 can- 
not allow you more time. 

Sr. BASIS LAL BUWAB : >rgf«tf3 i roi ftcsci, 

^ M <5Hf’c*r8 wti ft«nr 

S^wluM CMle41 I ^ 
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ftsrNft ’rfirv Scheduled Ca8te<49 Wf C? 

▼ifl C??^ C^Pyf C^tC^ (7f«R7 <RT^*f 

R'ffe I 

Or. WALIWAKSHA 8ANYAL : ^ 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8 ; ^tCSTtF*^! 

c*r^’3 a '^ro<rM^ ^ i 

(71 fV ^ ^ I <j\^ ^ 

^ I C4W»ll (TSR 4*J0«i) (.^C«T 

c^tc^ C3R I (ilc'fi (M ^[R<n 

irc^ liJ W ^ I taxation i^ C^ C^ >!*3»nOT ^’r$ 

•ttCTi 'ii^' HjPffC^ '5to«t"r=i‘i? (71 ^ (TUr? (7fC"f?i ’rfjc^ 

CU(7rC?R ^Jt?73 <RT<t^ I (TTtT C^ 

♦ftOT ?i ^ ^w c^ ^ (Tm^ ^f<ff^^f c^Ttr^ 

cn^ 5t5!f^ ^ c^7f c^ 

^ (Tffc^ "^fr^ defect >r5T fV^ >f^ firc^m C^rfc^ (Tf^ 

^SfCBTT (TfN frrf? ^1 1 ?i (7^ 5^:7^ TOf 

¥^ ^ viw OTt-it ^ c^ ^?rr&'gn? m 

^ I 

^ (7T^ ^ iRn 7CTO, ^fif- 

further ^ TOT I 

irf^ fertility f^ rMC< fV CUC^ ^»T5T ’ft 9^1 m, 

BiMOT (J5h ^ n< fkc^ orftf ^11 c^ ’tti^ ^:m brt 5r*F sn^ !?r^ 

^Tfft^ 7cin:5 ^6 f%^ ’ffd^^ ^ ’fc^ fe’ttfc'r®^ f%5^ 

¥fnR ^ I c^(7T f%cW^ fV C^c^ ^ C’fCJ ’ftm 4^: (7f»rt 

(Tffc^ l?r5fi c’tc^ ’ftc^R ^ ^3tc?^ 

^ frW? (TUC^ 'Jute Regulation Department (Tf^ttlTT i 4 

^’Rf (71 jute acreage fix ^\ 5XTO> ^5tr3 “gr^^ ®ore food ” 4 ^ policy ?1 
firW I (TT^fKTl jute growing land4 

jute C? ^^fw cUCYC^'^ '^fC^ (TfTl^ C^ftT^ ’¥f% I *ft? ^ ^ 

Ws ^ rc^ 4^: v5 ^\tc^ ^fm^Rrr c’^-Tf ^ ^ i (ytc^ 

Cait^ ^ ^‘fC*nf jute growing land49 ^ ?3^ 

^5U I 

Industry Department49 ^ ^ Tf% ^ (TRttITl (Tfft C^ C^Tfl industry 
further VyTRf ^ ^ industr}'?! C’NtC? I CflTtY ^IBni 

^tftwT ^ wtff c>r w«rc^. c5it>F 4rYrt ww supply 4 ^ 

BRlt^T supply -C'^CM Cf^lC^ ¥BCH ^StTS CT<h ^ CT ^Rn C¥^ 

CUIP CftIP ^T¥l ^ Br?TT tfVS TOT I 4 eoquiiy 
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^rmi cwi»r? Already hemp 

grower \'(M\ <ynj^ -sf^h csftc^l m) ftll 

^5fOT I 4 7m.% enquiry ^ 

^1 I 

Education w.^ Scheduled (’asteii^ W?rT 

education tij?* service I 

?^GI^ I ■^^'f S(‘lieduled ('ast-cil^ cdiK’ation 3T**fr4 JTRTI ^ I 
(’hief Minister r.1 ^ Rl? 

S wrn R7?*N wsn rc?fe^ i rne^i 

i]?r‘ ftr<4T^ rnt i Rp^ ^ i]w ^<,>rcf 

^sttsrfr*?^ education prant fw^ ijajt fii C’T 

l^nefit C^tr.'4^l *11^55^ ^ I grant, 5?t]JC‘r?r grant, 

5TirC^ grant vff^ ji-a^ iitility 

^1 I attitude i]3R CV Schcxluled (’astejj^ grant 

?Rit^ ^?r ^ c^tr=9 wir^ \5?:^ 

rf^ I '5f3T ^PT^T r?r f% ? grantiji* ^TWI c^ Tf?:w c^*'T^ 

^ I c>i' I ij R«ir.ini 

?ff3 \5tr*riT I Schedulwl Caster jq^ «|XH5ial 

fund permanent recurring grant ^ti y’^si fVf>' 

TC’f 5I1 I 9*1 ^ 5^'l’W 5»M C^Plr-t ’WB sTf? I ^>1 fT>H m.% 

Fl^ (?! OfPJ CTt^ eWf /?Th:^ C'P,^ 'TJ primary education district 
Ft^ ^ (7T? vft^, fijr^ Ft^ C^ primary 

education district i| necessary modiheation »nRI 

^ SIf^ I <7f^ ’few FT^ 0*1 Secondary Education Bill ^n [tending ^TTffC^ 

’^I 3 ’tM 5K) C-’alcutta rniversityCi Cn education 13 ^ ^TPHri rCFF 

(Tf^^ wt'f" rc6F i c^tirwi 

csTT^r ^Rtr (TT^ ?R*n r?[ ii^i* 3 

5 ?. W^T, ^ f^5-j :^fsy»yi tCFF ^ I 

Coterie R^TT??! Rrwrsr^ ^'bffJJirfft Wt«f'- 

f^rfiR fevrtr 4 ^ f»Rpr^ Ft^CF^ 1 

wtft wBt 4wti fror ^ ’trrfe ^ \ c’rl?! fcKid supply nifci 1 Cf 

imi hTtf wf? ;. 3rtn wrw^i c*^rj vir?? nt ’fdtxftJiJW osrtr^i 
nre^^r ^f?R c^ ^ 1 S^rw rcu ‘Vi n 

Rn (.’t^ ^ -arm stwt ^ *5 c*^*n ^rfe^ c^ 

C*n?M TS tFBf (Tltr departraenti}^ iinderij Wt!pr rytof I C’T^ 

^ C^ ^ wSFtft fwn ^Bn 4!C«^4 control ’f ’fTJ ♦ttyiF^ ^ I (^ 

cs BT OT !f^ c^ ynrc^i (7f Rew nwOTr ?R *^wBr 4 ^ 1 :. cn> 
CFUCW Rf <71^ o^cw wm 3Tff— <iT firor ’twott cFii ¥?i Sfe^ 1 
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irtm ^ I ^ ^ v4 (?rci?o?itm 

¥iR I wf ^fWc?T« ftn^ to? i ’nFM 

,ujif8r iif^ ^ ftrcs c^frl? csft^ c’^fc^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ '‘n in c^ grJ ?] c?^, c?ui^ c^rt^ ^^rmi uro 
c^wy! c!bl^ , C5t? c4fc^ ^ftnr ^ c?r*T c^ Rt^ *ff?t^ i 

^ ^ (?rft 51^ ^n I 

(The House was then adjourned for lo minutes.) 

(A fter adjourn men t . ) 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the ^ estimate for 
exi)enditure tor tiie year Ht4d-44 is Us. 17, o4. Ho, (101) while (he estimate for 
19f‘i7-‘t8 was only Us. 12, 1, 00, 000 when provincial autonomy hejc^an. The 
rise of Us. "),«‘l-^,8o.000 is enormous, and we have liad year after year to meet 
tax after tax., As we find the ex|)eiises of the nation-huildin^ departments 
■uch ns Education, Ajfriculture and Public Health are badly curtailed, the 
budffet becomes mainly a war budget. 

The resignation of the Finance Minister, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, 
gave the House a jolt, and we were all anxious how the Hon’ble Mr. Fa*lul 
Huq would present his budget. The (’hief Minister is to be congratulated, 
for we find that he has given the House a greater jolt by first placing before 
ua the serious problem of food shortage and other necessities of life. With 
the panic and confusion thus caused there is no likelihoo<i for the Opposi- 
tion to take over responsibility. Money is needed for civil defence and civil 
supplies and must be provided. The flow of goods into the markets must 
be maintained; looting and rioting must be prevented at all coats. There- 
fore. the fwlice must be strengthened by a permanent staff of Civic Guards 
to which organisation I am proud to belong. The rank and file of my 
district, Kntally, does not consist <if refuse as Mr. Gupta says. Some of 
my boys todav are serving in the Air Force and the Anny, while others 
are out at sea. This is the refuse helping to keep the enemy at bay! 
(Hear! Hear!) 

Mr. Failul Huq may present his budget under cover of a smokescreen, 
but he does so us he is a cute (xditician. It seems absurd to me that Gov- 
ernment, on the one hand, should give their servants allowance for deanieas 
and, on the other hand, control prices of certain articles. This only 
indicates where the shortage lies and aggravates the position. Should 
there have been a shortage of coal when India raises more coal per annum 
than un,^ other part of the British Empire except Great Britain? "We have 
had to pay as much as Ks. o |w*r maund for coal. Surely this was due to 
bad management. The excuse of wagon shortage is a very poor one. 
Should there l>e a shortage of sugar in spite of exports from Java being 
stopped? The Indian sugar industry today is the largest in the world. 
The capital investetl is l)etween Rs. 25 to Rs. dl) crores. We have about 
factories against 57 ten years ago. Just hear what the Managing 
Directors of one Company in Bengal had to say: “Sugar prices have been 
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ixed at rates iasufBcient to permit factories payinft tbe rates demanded by 
cultivators for cane, and consequently many factories are unable to start 
crushing. Representations are l)eing made to the Government and the 
industry awaits the result of these.” And what is more, these Directors 
informed the shareholders that one fac tory made a loss while the other just 
covered its standing charges. I seriously ask, Sir, if there is any sense in 
a policy that kills such an important industry (Shame I) 

Again where is the (Government campaign of “(Grow More Food” P 
(Hear I Hear!) It is no use of my enlarging on the subject. The fact 
remains that the country cannot he run hv placing incoiniM‘tent men into 
responsible positions because they belong to tbe majority community. 
(Hear! Hea\;I) We want honest and efticicuit hhmi irrespc'ctive of caste, 
colour or creed. The best brains are needed t(» serve* the country. We 
want a (Government of the united people - Muslims. Hindus and the Hritish 
— all must share the responsibility. We must have the molt suitable men. 
You cannot place a square peg in u round hole. (Gheers.) 

Mr. 8YED MU8TAGAW8AL HAQUE: Mr Deputy S}>euker, Sir. the 
budget for the year lb4d-44. presented by the Hon'hic* (’hief Minister who 
is also the Finance Minister, is a deficit budget. This budget has been 
prepared by the ex-Fiiiance Minister, hut the burden of presenting this 
budget has fulleti on the ('hief Minister. It is a deficit budget. The year 
is ahnoniiai due to natural calamity and the war situation. There has been 
a heav,\ drainage on the provincial exchequer and so it should be a deficit 
budget, but at the same time (Government have suggested certain taxation 
measures which we do not support. All possible attempts should lie made 
first to reduce the expenditure. If that is not possible, then this House 
will support any taxation mea.Hures. In the past, we have suppiiried taxa- 
tion measures hecau.se we were given assurance that the money would be 
spent for nation-building depurtiiieiits. Hut in this year's budget, we find 
that that money has not been utilised for nation-building departments on tbe 
plea that due to war emergency all nutiiiual activities have to he stopped. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I have heard with rapt attention the sjieech 
of one of the ex-Ministers who in attacking this (Government has said many 
things. (Jue of his charges was that this Ministry in the matter of appoint- 
ments shom'ed partiality, specially some of their relations have been pro- 
vided. We expected hcinest criticism from an ex-Minister ami of his 
eminence and personality, but we have fmiml that today certain grievances 
have l>een made against this Ministry which, I think, are personal. We 
have found that he has attacked one of the Ministers and with great difficulty 
he has discovered that one of the members was at Darjeeling for the pur- 
chase of potatoes. But, Sir, we also know tbe activities of that ex-Minister. 
We found him in the interior of my district for purchasing not anything for 
Government but for things for his own personal use. (Nawabsada K. 
NAa.%RrLT,AH ; For what?*) For molasses. He has charged a Minister for 
appointing some men with inferior abilities, but we know also how many 
relatione of that ex-Minister have been provided when he was a Minfiter. 
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We also know well how many supplementary questions we asked in this 
House about the appointment of bis relations and supporters. However, 
I leave it at that. 

I shall now discuss the budget. In the last year’s speech I indicated 
the line of retrenchment and reduction of expenditure which I do not like 
to discuss today. Government before inducing members of this House 
should first satisfy them that they have made every attempt to reduce the 
exj)enditure, but without doing that Government cannot justify a demand 
for fresh taxation. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, today most of the nation- 
building departments have been made to starve, especially the Education 
Department. I know in backward areas, e.specially the Muslim and 
Scheduled Caste area.s, new scbocds have been established, but in this year’s 
budget we find that no provision has been made for grants-in-aid for these 
schools, for Hcolursliips of Muslim students. Since the year 1937 up to 
the present tiii^# every year we have found increased number of stipends and 
scholarships a|id grants-in-aid f(»r Mu.slim and Scheduled Castes, but this 
year we find that no provision has been made excepting one college. 
(Nawabzada K. li.ah : Where is that college^ (A voice: Chakhar.) 

Sir, Government have provided money for “Grow* More F(Har’ campaign. 
They have also provided money for agriculture and for irrigation. Money 
provided on these items is to a great extent heavy. 1 can point out certain 
hil areas in the districts of Khulna, Jessore, Earid])iir and Darisal and 
Khulna Sadur. If a small amount were spent for irrigation in these areas, 
I am certain tliat the food problem of this province could be solved. Most 
of the dead ami dying rivers in central Bengal, especially in the districts 
of Khulna, dessore and Harisal, require immediate resuscitation. In the 
budget for this year we find not a single pie allotted for this purpose. 

The (piestioii of focal problem is ver\ acute this year. We find that only 
nine months’ provision has Wn made. Hut what alamt the remaining 
period of three months y There wdll be scarcity of food and scarcity has 
already begun. I have seen in t<alay’s new.spaper that Dnmuria hat has 
been looted. I have also got a letter from home saying that rice is being 
sold at Us. \'t in the district of Khulna wliicli has been declared by Govern- 
ment to be a surplus district with regard to rice. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Directorate of Civil Supplies established 
by this Government to .solve the food problem is pursuing a very wrong 
policy. The pcdicy adopted by this Government is entirely based on w’rong 
figures and wrong statistics. I can say that niy district Khulna is a ileficit 
district. Hut unfortunately this (iovernment, and especially this depart- 
ment, has declared Khulna to be a surplus ilistrict on the basis of the report 
supplied to them by the chaukidur, and I am told very reliably that Govern- 
ment agents have begun purchasing paddy in the Satkhira and Bagerhat 
8ubdi%'isiotis. There also the ordinary local traders, mahijanx and the 
public are being deprived of their purchases for home consumption with the 
reault that in certain areas people are going on without food. This ia a 
aeriout state of things, and I would request the Hon’ble Minister who is 
taking note of this fact to see that this matter is immediately enquired into. 
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Ebulna is not a surplus district aud Government should si op purchasing 
by their agents in that district. There is scarcity of rice and there are 
other scarcities, namely, of kerosene, coal and sugar. If Government 
seriously tackle this problem, I think this can easily be solved. 

Sir, in the budget for this year we exp(»cted that provision wouhl be 
made for the establishment of a Scheduled Caste hostel in the Ilagerhat 
B.Sc. College. We demanded this fron\ the Government and were given 
assurance of that. I am informing the tlovernment through you, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that there are TL* Seheduled Caste students in the 
Bagerhat College, hut there is no provision for their hostel ueeoinmodation, 
and I request Government to look into the matter. 

As regards the rivers in the Bagerhat subdivision last \ear Government 
took up the i*bsuscitation of some rivers and khals. viz.. Chitra river. Xalua 
river, Biskhali Khal, and Alaipur Khal. Most probably Government will 
take up the w’ork of the resuscitation of rivers and the rest will he 
abandoned. If that is a fact, (r(>vernnient should consider that money that 
has been spent on these projects should lud b«* wasted for stopping this 
scheme. With these words I resume lu) .seat. 

Khtn Sahib Maiilvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
in the Central Legislature when the Hailway bmlget was )daced it was 
characterized as a jiro.sperou.s budget as it showed crores of rupees as probts 
but here, in Bengal, the budget, in contradistinction, may well he termed 
a bankrupt's budget, though the H<urhle gentleman who presented the 
budget, is. by Pnividence, not a bankrupt The Hon hle the Chief-nna- 
Finance Minister told us in liis bmlget s|)eech that onr net indebtedness to 
the Government of India on the disl March, 11)44, will staml at Ks. 4 crores 
and 7') lakhs. At this heavy debt .some express their concern and others 
complacenth remark that the debt operates on Bengal Keveiiues us a lien 
only but the province lias not yet been sold uwav . 

Sir. my own view is, yes. \ou borrow as iiinch as you like within your 
paying capacity but the borrowings must he not for jiluying <lurks and drakea 
but for definite scheiiies of mass ameliorative measures for whom tlie Gov- 
ernment exists*. The borrow ing.s must yield a return <d equal udvuntageH 
and benefits to those for whom it is alleged to liave been incurred. But what 
do we find here? We find absence of schemes ami plannings, want of 
imagination and lack of .\\mputhy. If things are allowed to drift in their 
usual hackneyt'd way, then where is the justification of these heavy 
borrowings y* 

Sir, last year Dr. Mookerjee churacteri.seil the budget as a war budget, 
but this year the Hon’hle Finance Minister has uflvisedly dropped the 
epithet "war” though the war has drawn within the bonlers of Bengal; as 
experience has shown the military activities w'ilhin the borders of Bengal 
have bi:ought large sums of money into the province. Government is get- 
ting large sums of money from the Centre to meet expenses of A.R.P., 
Civic Guards and similar other allied organisations. So, Sir, it remains 
yet to be seem if these borrowings are incurred for tbe purpose of building 
a better Bengal and a more prosperous Bengal. 
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Sir, wh#ii the preeent Minieterial Party consietingr of heterog^enous 
elementfii came into being we heard slogans ''Better Bengal”, "Prosperous 
Bengal” and "solution of the dal-hhai problem of the Joor agriculturists”. 
Now time has come to take stock if these tall talks hate been implemented. 
Let us here cast our eyes to the countryside. We find desolation and desti- 
tution riding rampant amongst the teeming millions who form the bulk of 
the population of the country. The irony of fate is although they are 
the producers of the country’s w'ealth, they have not a morsel to keep their 
body and flesh together. Malaria i.s ruthlessly carrying hundreds of 
people. But is there any arrangement for quinine? Sir, I may speak of 
the districi of Tippera. It is not wuthin the living memorj' of the people to 
have witnessed such havocs committed by malaria in the district particularly 
in northern Tippera. Each village lost from 201) to 400 pi*ople roughly. 
Poor i>eople could not arrange new cloth for knfnu. They had to do this 
with old and worn cloth. From this, Sir, you can easily imagine to what 
stage of destitution the people have been dragged. This is, Sir, one aspect 
of the Better Bengal and the more Prospenms Bengal promised to us by the 
present Ministry. 

Sir, it needs hardly to be stresse<l that the prcvsent Ministry is a 
stupendous failure and the Budget is absolutely disappointing. There is 
no indication in the Budget how' to solve the life-and-death problems now 
facing the country. 

Sir, I come from Tippera which is the nerve centre of the Eastern 
Frontier of the Indian war theatre. With the heavy influx of military 
people and military labour into the district there is an abnormal pressure 
on the nonnal supply of the district which is already a deficit district. 
There is practically no foinl policy pursued by the Government although it 
was most needed there. One District Supply Officer was appointed and 
when he has studied the problem and could do something for the poor people, 
he has been transferred. Whims and caprices seem to ride rampant there. 
The prices of rice and other essential necessaries of life have soared up 
like anything and they have, to all intents and purposes, become absolutely 
prohibitive. Rice sells' at Rs. lb/ 17 per maund in Tippera. The people 
have got panic-stricken. Oovenmieut have not a word of solace for these 
untold miseries of the people. The inevitable result has followed. 
Numberless thefts, dacoities, burglaries, lootings t(K>k place in Tippera 
within a month. The situation, 1 am afraid, may worsen. Wide-spread 
rel»eUions ami agrarian troubles may break out. The very foundation of 
the social structure may be pulled down. There is yet time but no time to 
lose. Government must immediately come out with a definite food policy. 
Immediate steps should be taken to effect control of prices and control of 
supplies, ('outrol of prices without control of supplies throws wide open 
the door to corruption, bribery, jobbery, nepoti.sm and favouritism. This 
is with regard to food policy. 

The next point I would take up is the consideration of A.R.P. organisa* 
tion in ('omilla. Here a colossal injustice has lieen done to the Muslim 
community. One Muslim gentleman, an M.A., waa appointed 
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A.B.P. officer and Deputy Controller of Tippera. He took bis training in 
Calcutta. He organised the whole A.R.P, organisation there by under* 
going Herculean labours. But one fine morning he was transferred to 
Bralimanbaria as a Oircle Otficer and a Matriculate Hindu has been appoint- 
ed in his place. This latter gentleman has not had tlie training even. 

(The member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR ; Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, iffv 

^ I irTI fv ^ ^Brt:Rl (yf ^ 

^ ^1 ^ ij ^ ^ a, 

^ ^ i 

^ 5 Ttr 9 ^ ( 7 Ft=? ^ I 

^ wrsTfCT '®nfc«fT c^rfw^ ^ jr i 

a o:; snF ^ ^ ?tto ^ 

^ ^ I cyf^ cwr^ 4 ^ ^ 

^rnff 03 f>i STF Prni jrr^ 

^ 4^ 4^'T**^ril5T?r <1%? ^ 4 

I JTtrsd^ m rcw? 4 &i ^ firi North 

Bengal(?F ^ fsTir 4^* rcTO l C¥t^ fsqt tff% 'gWTDnr Cabi- 

net4^^B^ I jrfiW!. 51, ^51^. ‘5t*T«1 ^fnvrtps ^ »rtiR 

trft tnrfkrj 

t5trr3 TtC^ C^C^'^I Pfn North Bengalee VC? 1 Tl^tH 

*ftir ^ ?fv«TBT Tf^ C^fT^ 4C»t Sub- 

Registrar, Co-operative Inspector vpy ^ V'ff I ^ Dopartment4 
c^’*( 4 ^ fV 'wf^t I 4 ^n ^ 4 t?( 

4 cwa ^ TOT <m:R^ i 4 ^ c^m srto 1 ’ji 

nms, I “ 3 *Br m ^ ftrt c#c<rff 'm ^ ^ frirtfi? 

II Htii --ifm c? 8 fir *f^ ¥ftc? c>it ^ 4 n:^ 
?? I ^tc»rt ^ 6110 5 r¥ ^ TR ^?ft^ 4 nn »cto ^ 

¥<^l ttn '5"rWf ^ 1 Vagrancy BiJU 4¥ cm C»rm fTOR 

^ rem ^ ci 5 ^ c*w cmwcr\ imw ^ c«r 3 in nnrev 1 4 !r 
Bill ^ ^1 %m Sir? ^ ufirc^ ^ 1 ¥fw^ c^ 

tsTOT ^ 3 !%^ 5 ffnnr (?nmr vfm wi^ wf^fV|ksTf>i 

?if5! Bill 4Pr^C^ (TTifl ^1 General Education ilCS 

rpy ^ I fir^ m ntrm- 

anv^ c^Fftr^ c5^ ^fkcOT ' ^ I rv 48 ^ v’tT 

jf ra ^ m ^1 ?Tvt ^1 ( 7 R c¥^' ^inrR*r*r ^ <rftr 25 ^1 ^ 1 

Primary Eduaati<m4^ ¥*fl l PW?f wiri OT ¥V grtl yNg^ 

ffro ^rfhl ft!f! B91 Sft^ I nTft ^ cy Primary 
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Education4i?r ^ f^Ffp^ ^ l Adult 

Education | ^k^t6 ^1 ^ ^ 

diatrictil I 05^1 TO 

(71«ft^^ 000 ^ ^ rc?rf|^ I fro <4^ Cabinetil^ 

‘■ycff ’ ^g^ C5Tt^ District Board (7f? 000 ^ <ilC4<IC^?‘ 

fr C ff Cg ^ I '‘CTO (?i^l TTTOWft'' I 3(ft yf^ C'sft^tC^ 

^ I TO?r '^sf^C^TQ 

y\^\ %fir^Il Sd w^run ftoU/t 5r=f ?r ^ vcto i ^c^'r^nr-sfc^ 

fr ^ (7f»f ’Tt^ 7(31 ^ ^ ^ ^rFf^TO^ 

5^^571^ ^ 7( 3in f^(3I ^tCT^ ^iJJX TO TO 

0 rtro CTO s ^ fro^ ^tc^ (?r-c^ fe 4^ ^ prc? 

irtf^ ^ I 

4^ (31 ‘‘Grow more food” campaign 4^ ^ fet^l TO 

I ^71 TO' TOCI? TOl *ftft 

^ ^ ^1 I 

Civil Supply jTfC^ TOl “TOl C^T^fj ^rt^ ri^JC'^lb^" I ^PTS civil 
population ^ (3lCll ^ (TfOf ^ Civil Supply 

5Rr(3R WsrWfto^ ^'3TO I 4^ '4\iz (Ji to ^ rcB^ in 4rTO3r^ 
TO" I cw^n w« 4^ TO ^^tTO?r 5C^ I 

c»rTO srm cTO^ wum TO fra tost ra f^r ?u 

TO 4^ TOTl C*f<CST I 4^ ^#1 ^TTO STO I ^ CTO 

(31 c’tcTi ’fc^ TOiOT ^rc^ ■2inn ^i 

C^ I UlC'^ I TO^l Coalition (31^ I 

TO^l ^ ^ *rfe?^ | India 

Government ^ CTO" TO^ % sfif oo 7fiTO cTOl C^3TO 

ur^n Bengal f^TOFT 4^ l^tTO ^**5 Bengal Government 'UBTS 

CO 7(TO ^ ftii ^ ^ ^ i5t^i TO TO TOt3 TO?rt%sT TOi feror 
f%cii ^tTO TOc^^nr ^jrvn ^sftc^ ^5:1 TO tobtt to sr?r itTfOT 

Tod TOto to I 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN; Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, in the course of the g-eiieral discussion ol the Budget demands for the 
current year 1 would like to bring to the notice of the House the manner 
in which the administration of my subdivision is Wing carried on apart 
fr(»in the carrying on of vendetta against the Muslim League in my subdivi- 
sion which seems to W the declared p<»licv of the present Cabinet. I would 
like to mention in this House alamt the careless manner in which they 
discharge their responsibility to the people. Tlie House might not W aware 
of the railway strike of the Basirhat-Baraset Light Railway. In the latter 
part of January last, the men of the lx)co department of Messrs. Martin & 
Co. went on strike over the dearness allowance question. The strike 
coBtinued over nine days. The fact of the strike was brought to the notice 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


1948 .] 


369 


of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Communications and Works Depart- 
ment but the strikers called off the strike on the 9th day on the assurance 
of the Company that their grievances would be redressed. During this long 
strike period (joveniment absolutely did nothing and showed complete 
indifference in the matter. The postal communication between Hasirhat 
subdivision and other parts of the country was <t)mpletel\ suspended. 
Exports and imports were totally stopped. We have to d(‘pend for many 
essential foodstuffs on import from Calcutta and the prices ol those urticle.s 
went beyond the reach of men of even moderate means. The difficulties of 
the travelling public can better be imagined than described. In the end of 
January last there was a threat ot strike of the railway workers again. I 
brought this fact to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Com- 
munications and Works Department again and aDo to the notice of his 
Secretary. The workers liave again gone on strike from Friday lust and 
we are suffering from the same difficulties as we had suffered on tlie ])revious 
ocM'asion. Presumably, Messrs. Martin <St Co. did not implement the promi.se 
they had made to the workers on the previous occasion. Sir. 1 cannot 
understand why Government should not intervene in this matter and remove 
the causes of the strike. They should not show complete helplessness in the 
matter. They have a responsibility to the people to look into their difficul- 
ties and as smdi we claim that the> should at once intervene in the matter 
and settle the <lispute. 

Sir, I now turn to the question of food-supply which is the problem of 
all the problems of the country. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has 
assured the House through his budget statement that he has been able to 
control through the co-operation of the (Jovernment of India the supplies 
in imported wheat, doK domestic coal, .sugar and kerosene, but we have 
not been fully assured that there will be proper distrilmtion of those 
articles. From the manner in which the distribution of these articles have 
been made in the past we have very little faith in Government measures. 
But let US hope for the best but the hope deferred only maketh the heart 
sick. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has complained in his statement that 
he could not effectively control the prices of essential commodities owing to 
the fact that the new department of the Directorate of Civil Supplies has 
been set up with raw and untrained materials. This may l)e partially true, 
but. Sir. the real reason to my mind is that neither the (jovernment nor the 
machinery working under them have been taught to share the sufferings of 
the people just as their own sufferings. Sir, Government in a Press 
communique has directed that they would purchase rice and paddy from 
mv subdivision, but I do not know why they consider our subdivision to be 
a surplus area where even ordinary coarse rice is selling at Rs. 15 per 
maund in the local markets. It shows that there is a considerable dearth 
of rice in the subdivision, but still Government would consider the subdivi- 
sion to be a surplus area. I do not know what is the basis of suedj conclusion 
of Government. 

Sir, the question of “grow more food” has got some prominence in the 
statement of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister but, Sir, only by the distribu- 
tion of seeds and cuttings of sugarcane in some selected districta, especially 
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the districtB and snbdiTisioBs wherefrom the Progressive Coalition Party 
M.L.A/s come and through especially selected agents and by the display 
of posters here and there and especially in the Writers’ Buildings we 
cannot bring more food to the country. The problem is very difficult and 
complex and it should be tackled with all the seriousness that it demands. 
We cannot make the scheme successful unless we have proper irrigation 
facilities throughout the c<mntry. 

Sir, another local problem I would like to bring to the notice of the 
House is that we have a very large number of golpatn huts in our subdivi- 
sion, but owing to the denial policy of Government golpata cannot be 

brought from the Sundarbaiis as a result of which these huts cannot be 

repaired. Sir, a large number of people in our subdivision lived on this 
trade and they are now completely out of employment. ThiS is a matter 
which deserves serious consideration of (iovernment. 

In conclusion 1 wcmld like to submit. Sir, that there is a very great 

danger ahead; the people are completely disgusted with the manner in 

which the administration ol the province has heeri carried on by the present 
Ministry. It is high time that they should take things by the forelock. 

Mr> ANANDILAL PODDAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I confess I 
am unable to face the future with greater confidence like the (’hief Minister 
and Minister for Finance, as I am afraid darker days are ahead of us 
unless the political deadlock in India is resolved and India is allowed to 
wage her own war against the enemy. 1 quite realise that the Hon 'hie 
Minister had to prepare o most disinteresting budget on la*balf of a Govern- 
ment which has no voice in sidving the “many novel and complex problems” 
with which Bengal has been faced. Bengal is not only on the war front 
but has already experienced a few enemy air-raids and I realise that civil 
administration in the province had to be carried (ui against the background 
of huge war prej>arations. Naturally, the budget does not contain any 
feature, whi('h can inspire the j>eople in this country inasmuch as there is 
no message of hope, not even an attempt to alleviate their present miseries. 
Last year the then Finance Minister described his budget as nation-saving, 
but the prevailing circumstanees do not as yet show any sign of safety. 
The only nation-saving item in the budget relates to Civil Defence, but I 
am const>rained to say that the department (‘oiicerned has not been able to 
create any enthusiasm in the pr<»vince. 1 am told a good many retired 
officials have l)een recTuited in the A.R.P, service and from all accounts 
the personnel of the Civic Guards has not been able to create any confidence 
either. Enlistment. I understand, is refused on political grounds and I 
wonder why educated young men could not be recruited in large numbers. 

I have seen Press notes relating to some good work done by Home Guards, 
hut from the increasing number of dacoities in the countryside it does not 
appear that the Home Guards have been of any assistance to the police, the 
story of whose effic iency will be unfolded when the annals of the year 1942 
will be written. But when a devastating fl(M>d and cyclone visited Midna- 
pore and a portion of Diamond Harbour, the Government miserably failed 
in giving timely succour to the dying population and shamelessly prevented 
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public bodici from e>en viBiting the area on military grounds. The amount 
allotted for reliering the distress of the flood-stricken people in these areas 
is too meagre, as Government is well aware that before the rains set in the 
people that have survived will find no shelter to lay their heads and 
meanwhile cholera as also other epidemic diseases are taking a heavy (oil 
from among these starving people. And then, public health estimates have 
been reduced by several lakhs. May I know, Sir, whether this is a nation- 
saving or a nation-killing budget P 

Coming to the food problem, Sir, I am glad the Hon 'hie Chief Minister 
and Minister of Finance lias admitted the failure of the control measures so 
far taken, but I have my doubts whether the new appointments in the (’ivil 
Supply Direet^rate will go a great way towards the s<»lutioii of the food 
problem. There is an element of threat in his refereiue to the trade but 
without going into the details today, I would suggest to the Chief Minister 
to cleanse the Augean stable in the Dejmrtmeiit. I must congratulate the 
Government on some of the new appointment>. hut 1 am sure the problem 
cannot he tackled unless the trade, parti(’ularl> all the Indian (Miamhers of 
Commerce are taken int<» <-onfidence. and pundiasing and distributing 
agents are a])j)ointed in consultation with them. 

Like Public Health, I find. Edueation and Industries also have been 
treated with utter negle<t. 1 know that education can wait hut victory 
cannot; but 1 find that when utmost care is being Ukeu for cimtinuing the 
education of hundreds of refugee < hildren from war-worn allied countries, 
a paltry sum has been allotted for anyhow muiniainirig the show for the 
children of the soil. 

It was expected that at least a big programme for industrial <ievelopment 
would he laid down by taking lull advantage of the war situation. Hut the 
budget estimates have only provided about a lakh of rupees f(»r high quality 
silk for parachutes f<»r the Defence Services. A high-H(»unding c<»tniiiittee 
was appointed pretty long ago t<> report on the various possibilities of 
industrial growth in this unfortunate province and 1 understand about a 
dosen interim reports have been submitted by the sawl committee hut to<lay 
we are in a position to produce only a few thousand yards of silk. 

If no money can l)e spared for the nation-building departments, why 
then continue the Sales Tax? It is an irony of fate that the then Finance 
Minister who had the Sales Tax Bill swallowed by the House in the name of 
nation-building department as w’ell as his suo<*essof, I mean Doctor 
Mookerjee, who had to nurse this monstrous child of bis predecessor, are 
no longer in the Council of Ministers. But the poor consumers have to pay 
60 lakhs of rupees in course of their daily purchases and the traders, besides 
being put to a lot of inconveniences, have to dant* attendance on the 
Commercial Tax Officers and keep a number of l>ooks to satisfy the formali- 
ties of the law is these days of paper shortage. I make l>old to say that 
the tax-payers have been hoodwinked and the mischief that has been done 
to the trade as well as the consumers should be undone at the earliest 
possible memaii. 
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Then, Sir, Agriculture has been relegated to a most unimportant place 
in the budget. It is expected to carry on the special Rural Uplift scheme 
with the paltry amount of Rs. 47,000 and perhaps the money will be spent 
on literature and postage. There is no bold programme for improving the 
livestock and the public have yet to know to what extent the peasant in this 
country has been able to take advantage of the Agricultural Research that 
is lieing curried on for the last many years. This is an age of slogans and 
we have been imj)ortiiig so many of them from the West even in the sphere 
of administration. “Grow More Food” is the recent slogan which had its 
origin at New Delhi and has been now taken up by all the provinces. But 
I do not know if the department concerned has formulated any concrete 
scheme for actually grow’ing more food in this province. I am sure the 
department has not even made a survey of the possibilities 'in this behalf 
and I doubt if any appreciable increase has been made in the yield as a 
direct result of this propaganda. A huge amount is being spent for carry- 
ing out the jute restriction scheme, but I think the same staff can be utilised 
for the ‘‘Grow M<jre Food” Campaign, thus saving a lot of the tax-payer’s 
money. 

I am glad that the new taxation wull not touch the people in the country- 
side much, but I wish there was no further increa.se in Electric duty, 'fhis 
will hit a large number of poor consumers, to whom the little light that 
will be available amidst a black-out atmosphere, will be too costly and with 
the prices of the daily neces.saries rising from day to day, this additional 
burden will be keenly felt by thousands of middle class and poor families 
as also .small industries in the urban area. Not long ago the Corporation 
of ('alcutta formulated a .scheme for producing electricity to meet their own 
requirements and also propo.sed to supply for domestic purposes at a cheap 
rate of one anna per unit. The Government rejecte«l the proposal but now 
the Government wants to increa.se the duty to one anna. Could there be 
any justification for itl* I would appeal to the Chief Minister not to 
increase the burden at this stage. 

1 find the budget estimates do not include any provisions on account of 
a subvention for the Calcutta Corporation. I wonder who is responsible for 
this omission. A special officer has been appointed to look into the 
financial position of the Corporation, which has also been hard hit due to 
circumstances created by the war situation and I think it has been grossly 
unfair to make no provision for the subvention. 

I am glad that the Chief Minister has admitted in his budget speech 
that apart from the increased provision on account of dearness allowance, 
the additional provision included in the budget is almost exclusively for the 
continuation of new measures mainly connected with the war, which have 
been initiated in the current year. And as a result of it, we shall have to 
borrow one crere six lakhs to meet our share of the poolable Civil Defence 
expenditure and on Gist March, 1944, we shall be owing India 4 crores 75 
lakhs. 

Sir, the war that is being carried on along the frontier of Bengal is a 
war of the United Nations and so far as India is concerned, the brunt — the 
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Proceadiafi of tha Banfol LafUlativa Attaodbljr liaanililail tmdar 
tba proTiiioiii of tha Government of ln£a Aci» 1935. 

The Assembly met in tke Assembly House, Calcntta, on Wednesday, 
the 24tb February, 1943, at 3-45 p.m. 

Preatnt: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalallddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
7 Hon’ble Ministers and 188 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which ora! answer was gnren) 

Pachwai shops and exoiso revomie on the basis of price of common rice. 

•59. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: (a) Is the Hoti'ble Minister in 
charj^e (d the Excise and Forest Deportment aware — 

(/) that the excise revenue of pachtcoi shops is calculated on the basis 
of the price of common rice published in the Calcutta Gazette; 
(u) that the Gazette jyrice of rice is much lower than the actual market 
[irice; and 

(ui) that the pach\ra\ vendors are suffering losses f( r the lower ijrice of 
rice quoted in the Calcutta Gazette? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the atfinnutive, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he propoees to take in the mattei ? 

MINISTER in ohargt of tlio EXCISE and FOREST DEPARTMENT 
(tho Hon’blo Mr. Upondra Nalli Barman): (a) {i) Licence fees in 
respect of pachwai are realised in relation to a basic price of dry rice which 
is fixed from time to time on the basis of the average price of rice as pub- 
lished in the Calcutta Gazette, 

(ii), (itt) and (5) The matter is already under investigation. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to slate if he is aware what hardship is being caused everywhere 
by the delay due to the Government’s deliberations over the problem for 
such a long time? 

Tho Hon’bio Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 do not consider that 
the honourable member knows the facts or that he is right. In fact from 
the Ist of September, 1941, the basic price of rice and the selling price 
also has been modified four times, the last occasion being on the Ist 
February, 1943. 

Khau BMuMur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon^ble Minister aware that 
the price fixed by Government generally does not rule the market? 

Tha Hou’hii Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: On the last occasion, 
i.e., on the 1st Februar>% 1943, the price was Rs. 12 per maund. I do not 
think that the price is higher now. 
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, iCIiai Miatfur MOHAimCO ALIl Is tbe JBUm’M# Mkitttr twm that 

tiaowliere in Bengal, in Calcutta or in the mofussil rice can be obtained at 
Bs. 12 per mannd ? 

TN Nan’lila Mr. UPENORA NATH iARMANs There it praetioalljr no 

pachatcai shop in Calcutta. So this question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS No, no, rice from which it is pre* 
pared. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: It would have been 
appropriate had any honourable member who has knowledge about pachawai 
put this question. (Laughter.) 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were lajd od the table) 

Sinking of wells in Rangpur district. 

IS. Mr. PUSPAdIT BARM A: {a) Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
lay on the Table a statement showing, year by year, Union by Union, for 
the last 7 years from 1935 to 1942 the number of — 

(i) tube wells, 

(it) concrete cement ring wells, and 

(Hi) masonr}’ wells, 
sunk in the district of Rangpur P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state tbe cost met for their 
sinking from — 

(t) the Central Government Rural Development Fund, and 
fti) tbe Bengal Government's water-supply fundP 

MINISTER ill oharis of Uit PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL BELP* 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (thi Hoii*hlt Mr. Santoth Kumar Bastt>l 

The information is not readily available and the collection thereof will 
involve an amount of time and labour which will not be justifiable in war 
time. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYl Will tbe Hon'ble Minister tell us when 
this question reached tbe office of the Hon’ble Minister? 

The HtNlHi Mr. SANTOiH KUMAR BASUl Very recently. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIx Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the District Board offices a list of tube«wel1s 
sunk by them is maintained P 

The HmVhla Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASUx If it is in the District 
Board offices, as the honourable member who puts this question is a member 
of the District Board, it would be easier for^him to ask tbe Diitrict Board 
to supply him with tbe answers. 
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ttoir gir^n by the Hon’bla Minister, is he aware of the faet that sometimes 
we are not in a position to get the assistance from the IKstrict Boards? 

Tim NmiHMs Mft SUNTMn iCMIiAII iNMIUll I am afraid I am not 
responsible for that. 

Mirik oountry spirit shop. 

tS« Mr. DAMBER SINCH CURUNCs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state whether 
it IS a fact that the licence of the Mirik country spirit shop vendor was 
cancelled about two or three years back? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hoh’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the ground on which the licence was cancelled ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the licence has since been restored? 

(f1) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for 
restoring the licence and giving it to a Purdahnashin lady? 

Ttii Hon'bie Mr. UFENDRA NATH BARMAN: (a) No. 

{b) to (d) Do not arise. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which otml answer wna gteen) 

Myinwisingh District Bchcol Boanl. 

MT. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department he pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment have issued any order under section 18 of the Bengal Rural 
Primary Education Act, 19;i0, empowering the Vice-President of Mymen- 
singh District School Board to exercise all the powers of the President till 
a President is elected and his election approved by the Government? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Legal Remembrancer was consulted in the matter? 

(f) If the answer to ih) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of ooniulthig the 
Legal Hemembrancer in the matter? 

MINISTER in oiiarii if Nm IDUSATIOII OBFAIITMENT (tlii 
HmiHM Khan Bahadur M. Ahdui Karim): (a) Yes. 

Legal Remembrancer has been consulted. 

(c) and (d) D<^ not arise. 

Mauhri MUHAMMAD ISRAIt: WUl (he Hoa’ble Miaiatei^ Jbe pkased 
to state the opinion of the Legal Remembrancer before thj& House? 

Thi HiB*hli KImr Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM i The opinion is that 
he can carry on the business until the new President is appointed. 



.Mi MUHAIUMMiiRAIbt tbv Brtfbk 

|l» $mlm what was the exact opinion f 

Tin HMi’bl* Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIMi The file is not with 
hm, -but if the honourable member wanta to aae that ^pinicair I oMr lliow 
him. f ’ 

Mai^i MUHAMMAD ISRAILs I want to see the opinion. 

Tha Hm'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIMi Aa I haye aaid, the 

file is not with me. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs ^^ill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state how long* the ^ ioe-Pre<ii<lent will be allowed to function nndet sec* 
tion 18 (4) t>f the Rural Primary Education Act? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM S Until a new Presi- 
dent is regularly and properly elected. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government has directed tor the election of any President 
of the District School Board in Mymensingh? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM s Yes. Government 
directed immediately after the election of the President was disnprpoved and 
then the matter went to the Collector, and the Collector made a reference 
to the Local Gfivernment that the existing rules make no provision for the 
manner in which fresh elections should lie hrld, there being provision only 
for first election and subse<|uent elections. Accordingly we have framed 
rules and those draft rules have been published in the “Calcutta Gasette” 
of the 14th January. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs In view of the fact that the rules have 
been published in the “Calcutta Gazette,” will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the election of the District School Board is about to 
be held if the Government have given direction for holding an election of 
the President of the District School Board of Myrnensingh? 

Tha HofPbla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM s That cannot he done 
because under the rules the Government notifieatibn will hav^ to bil in 
circulation up to 31st March and after hearing any obiactions that may 
come, the rules will be finally adopted and then only any direction can be 

Mff ABDULLA»AL MAH MOOD s Will the Hon’ble Miniitar ^flaaaed 

to state if it is a fact that the election wil: not be held unli^iiadL until 
the members of the Progressive Coalitkifi Party fbritf a 

Mr. OBPUTY SREAKBRs The question does not arise. 

Mavivi MUHAMMAO Will tha JLm^le Miniater ^ itafsad 

to state the reason why these rules were not published in the “Cala||l|t# 
Qaaette” earlier than the 14th of January? 
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tftken in obtaining the opinion asked for by the District Magistratj^ifroni 
the I^gal Hexnembranoer^ ^ 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILt Will the Hon’ble Minieter & 
to state how many months Government took to obtain the opintoif of the 
Legal Remembrancer P 

The Hon’bla Khan Ithaiiur M. AiDUL KARIM: I do not know how 

long Government took in this particular case. Generally it is a month or 
so. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when Government set aside the election of the President of the 
District School Board in MymensinghP 

Th# Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot recollect, 
but it was sometime in the middle of 1D42. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(nnswen to vi^iich were laid on the table) 

Partnarahip in tha Kalin^iong oountry apirit ahop. 

14. Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNG: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Forest and Excise Department })e pleased to state when 
the name of Parbati Debi, the Excise Vendress of Kalimpong oountry spirit 
shop, has been removed from the list of licenoe^holders P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that one Gouri Sankar Prosad was taken as a partner of 
Parbati Debi? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether Gouri Sankar Prosad is now the only licensee of the shop; 

(it) whether Parbati Debi is dead; 

(iff) whether further partnership will be allowed to Gouri Sankar Prosad P 

Th$ Han’blt Mr. UFBNDRA NATH BARMAN: (a) In im, 

(h) Her own request. 

(c) and (d) (t) Yes. 

(*•*) Ho. 

(uf) Ho such proposal has been received. 

Mr# DAMBER BINaH CURUNG: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether partnerships are permissible in the case of excise shops, 
liquor shops and drug shops ? ^ 

TIm NaunWi Mr. UPiNDRA NATH DARMANl X fhink it H per- 
missible; otherwise it could not have been done. I will look into the 
matter. 
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|o whether there is any chance of shops being vacated if partnerships 
are ijbwed in this way ? 

& 

TMf lliii*bif Ilf# Ul^lilDllA NATH NANMANl That is a problemati- 
oal qnes^on* 

Oft NALINANSHA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government have agreed to a policy that when vacancies do arise 
in the hills, as far as practicable members of the hill tribes will be given 
excise licences P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH lARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NARINAKiHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that in case partnerships are permitted and partners 
after having obtained new partners retire it will be extremely difficult for 
the hill men to get excise vending licences in future? Is the Hon'ble 
Minister aware of this fact? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 think that this is a 
question which infers something and is therefore difficult to answer. I 
do not think I can answer it now. 

SupfilenienttriM to Unstirred Question No. 1. 

1. Miulvi AHMED ALI MRIOHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the places where openings are proposed to be 
made on roads and railway lines? 

The Hon’blo Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 shall have to take the 
honourable member to a class and show him with the help of a map. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The Hon’ble Minister can very well 
name those places. 

Tbo Hon’blo Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN ANMtDi 1 can teU the House that 
on account of the bridges built by the Bengal and Assam Railway many 
of the rivers have been practically choked out and the same thing happened 
to the Chandana. After the Government Engineers have examined the 
rivers, the Engineers are of opinion that unless it is tested, not only about 
the re-excavation but also other spill channeb which are to be opened up, 
in the River Research Institute, nothing can be done. There are District 
Board roads and they cover two or three places. My friend knows the road 
from Pangsha to Siamarkhali, The opinion of the Engineers is that unless 
the whole thing is tested in the hydraulic laboratory the scheme cannot be 
taken op. It involves a vast amount of expenditure. I have taken up tbe 
matter in band and I have brought Mr. N. K Bose from the Punjab. The 
River institute will begin to function very soon. 

MMbri ANMBD ALI MNIDNAs Is the H<m’ble Minister aware that 

Mr* Sen Gupta made a contour survey and also made other surveys and ihui 
completed a scheme? 
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Tto Mr. •NAMtUMIII*<«JlflliiMl^tliii ^re 

already told you tliat it waa estimated that Rs. 1,65,000 would ike 
expenditure. Xow after the re-survey it has been estimated lot* ^ike re- 
excavation of the Ouad^ t^e ppenii^ el the.epil| and 

also the opening up of bridges the cost would go up 3 times tl^ oi:igt&al 
estimate. 

Mauivi AHMEO ALI MRIDHA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
questioner put in a proposal for the excavation of the Chandana in 4 instal- 
ments ? 

The HOfi’bla Mr. IHAMtlfOOIN AHMADl He has lefeijed to 4 
instahnents but what I have already said is this. AVe have to find out how 
the scheme works, whether these bunds should be cut tbfO%h', whether 
this river Chandana should be connected with the river Madhumati at 
the lower end, etc., etc. All these things have to be considered and the 
whole thing should be tested. Tliat is why the Engineers are definitely 
of the opinion that unless these are tested in the hydraulic laboratory the 
money which the Government may s})end will be absolutely wasted. That 
is the case not only in connection with the Chandana system but also in 
connection with many other rivers. It is hoped that Government will be 
able to take up all these question.s as soon as possible. 

Mautvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if from the scheme which is already Wfore Government a portion 
is to be exiduded and through Bamori the fl(»w is directed to the Madhu- 
mati, whicli is only one mileP This scheme is approved by the Superin- 
tending Engineer. 

Tha Hon’blf Mr. IHAMtUDDIN AHMED: That is not one mile but 
4 miles. If you cut the lower end from tbe Chandana ami connect it. with 
Madhumati it becomes 4 miles. 

Mautui AHMED ALI •mHliiA: Is the Hon'ble Miniate? aware^ that 
this portion entirely forms a separate block where operation is easier today ? 

Ttit mtmk Mr. tHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I am sorry I cannot tell 
you unless the Engineers examine that. 

Mtilivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister bf pleased 
to state when the remodelling is expected to be taken up and by which 
date is it expected to be finished P 

Tha Heil’bit Mr. IHAMtUDDIN AHMED: I have already told you 
that the River Institute will begin to function very soon in 3 or 4 months’ 
time. The experiment on the model riveys wUl be taken up first and my 
Engineers say tharit is very likely that the Chandana system may be taken 
up first and some other system afterwards. I do not know if war goes on 
in ihte laehion whether much progress hi maie es^dekdly the 
point 4il 'Tiew of funds. But so far as my friend’s question it oonoenied I 
can assure him I have very carefully studied this system and mmiy other 
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i ^*0 Dot giTisg him an oll«liand aMW#r* WhidI of Qovmb' 
^UPlt I ean t^ll him that the Government ig very much idivt to the aituatioii 
that created by the closing of the river Chandana. 

MiuNraitMED ALt MRIDNAl Can it be expected that the €haadal4 
aystem wfli be taken up first when the River Institute begins to funotiolkf 

Tlla Hoil’lila Mfi SHAM8U0DIN AHMCO* Yes, may be. 

RiilifiA Oil a fMiiit of order raiaed by Dr. Naliaakaha laiiyai. 

•if. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal on a point of order has raised 
the question whether this House has a r’ght to know from (he Minister 
concerned what advice the Hon’ble Minister has given to the Governor m 
a matter whi8h is directly within the hpecial responsibility of the Governor. 

I have carefully gone into the question raised by Dr, Sanyal but in view 
of the fact that I do not consider the point raised by him a \mtii of order 
at all, I do not desire to go into the question whether the particular matter 
referred by him is within the scope of (Governor's st>ecial responsibility 
or his individual judgment. The whole question hinges on the point 
whether the Speaker has got the power to compel a Minister t(» disclose to 
the House as to what advice he temlere<l to tlo* (Jovernor in a case where 
the Minister's advice is not mandatory upon the (iovernor. In my view it 
is absolutely within the discretion of the Minister to fake the House into 
confidence or not and Dr. Sanyars reme<iy does not lie in raising a point of 
order in the House but otherwise. I must at the same time state thift the 
message of Lord Linlithgow, dated the i?lst June, l!b‘17, in defining the 
position of the Ministers vis-a-vis the Governor clearly lays «lnwn that the 
Ministers are entitled if they so desire publicly to state their responsibilify 
for any particular decision or even the advice they tendered in a particular 
case to the Governor. So, in this particular case (he Hon’ble Mr. A. 
Faiful Iliiq will be within his rights if be discloses to this House what 
advice he has given to the (Governor. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

Aklim'4^lialitrilmfiilNi and Stvaralri. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: May I inlorm you. Sir, that AkhoM- 
Cbaharshomba falls on the Jlrd of March and the Sivaratri on the 4th ^ W© 
have got a programme for the 'Ird March. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I shall look into the matter. 

CENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE DUOCIT. 

Off NALINAKSHA SANYALl Mr. Deputy Speaker* Sir, I had little 
iateotioD of intervening in the genera) diacuationa of the budget, becauae^ 
aa you. are well aware, we are meeting under the shadow of a great tragedy 
and ineeting aa we do under auch cireumataneea it leave# very little en* 
thuiiaam for ua to take intereat in theae debate#.. Thoae wbo belong to ^ 
official Congreaa expect little either from thia or from any other Gov«m» 
menL Sir, my juatiEcation, if at all, to apeak a few word# to*day ie 
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mmty to inrito tlio ottoation of Govornmoiit to tome of the pomte relied 

prerioue speakers and to add a few of mine, particularly beoaone in 
course of the debates held during the last 3 days we found Qon’ble 
Ministers absent and the party behind them taking little or ikPfartetest in 
the general discussions. 

Sir, the budget which we hare been dealing with this time has been more 
or less based on a background which is very peculiar. On the one hand 
we are drawn virtually into the midst of the war, and the preparation of a 
budget in war time must be on a basis fundamentally different from peace 
time budgeting and on the other we had to face a serious catastrophe in the 
shape of natural calamities in certain parts of this province a few months 
ago as well as through internal disturbances. Sir, in an atinosphere like 
this or on a background like this it could be presumed that the budget of 
this year will lack that consistency which ordinarily is expected, but surely 
we could legitimately hope that the Hoii’ble the Finance Minister, who is 
also the Chief Minister, would in the course of the presentation of his 
budget let us know something about the Government’s policy in* regard to 
some of the important matters that are engaging public attention. 

This budget, so far as we can ascertain, is a purely Secretariat budget. 
It is a budget which does not reveal the mind of the Ministry, which does 
not let us know what policy or programme they propose to follow to meet 
either the immediate situation or with a long-term view of ameliorating 
public requirements. But, vSir, as a Secretariat budget it has two important 
merits, and I congratulate the framers of the budget on those two grounds 
at least. As a Secretariat budget it has hardly any patronage distributed 
as had been the case in previous budgets. On previous occasions we had 
drawn attention to a number of attempts made on the policy of “You 
aoratch my back and I scratch yours” under which one Hon’ble Minister 
wanted to help his native village and another Hon’ble Minister wanted to 
get as many of his pet theories nurtured as possible. Sir, except a small 
item of Rs. 45,000 for Chakhar College it is difficult to discover in the 
present budget anything of that character. There is also another merit 
of this budget, namely, that it does not provide for lump grants on 
immature or haif«matured schemes as we experienced in previous years. 
Sir, this lump grant provision was on many occasions severely commented 
upon by us in the House as well as in the Public Accounts Committee 
because we felt that it was nothing more than an attempt to capture the 
imagination of the country without any teal intention of bringing good or 
of doing anything beneficent to the people. These two merits are appre- 
ciated but at the same time the demerits of the present budget cannot be 
ignored and these are also due to its essential chamoter as a Secretariat 
budget. These demerits, as we have had to point out on numerous ooca- 
eions in the past, consist in the soaring expenses on General Adminisira- 
iion, on Police, on Jails and the like We notice that in the present budget 
there has been a very large increase in expenditure on the maintenanoe of 
^die aervices whereas so far as the beneficent nation-building departments 
are concerned they are either starved or they are treated in a most niggardly 
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I hare, Sir, prepared a statement gri^ng the financial poailiofi in 
in l^traot form of accounts of actuals from 1937-38 to the bud^t of 
1913?i4*; and, Sir, this shows that under total Revenue Receipts from 
18,01,00,000 in 1937-38 we are now budgeting for Rs. 16,02,00,000 
in 1943-44, thereby expecting an increase of more than 3 crores of rupees. 
In the total Revenue Expenditure, on the other hand, as against 
Rs. 11,83,00,000 in 1937-38 we are now budgeting for Rs. 17,55,00,000 in 
1943-44 — an increase of nearly 6 crores of rupees in the course of the last 
seven years. The net result is that on the revenue account while we started 
with a surplus of Rs. 1,08,(X)JM)0 in 1937-38, the first year of Provincial 
Autonomy, we are now faced with a deficit of Rs. 1,53,00,000 in the budget 
for 1943-44; and, Sir, from 1940-41 onwards we are having repeated years 
of deficit budgets. We had Rs. 91 lakhs of deficit in 1940-41, Rs. 56 lakhs 
in 1941-42, in the revised budget of 1942-43 we had a deficit budget of 
Rs. 154 lakhs, and in the budget befoie us we have a deficit of Rs, 153 
lakhs. Sir, I have also analysed briefly the accounts of the previous years 
compared with the pre-*ent Inniget with regard t(» e.xpenses on General 
Administration. Police. Jails, Extraordinary (’harges on the one hand and 
on Education, Medical, Public Health. Agriculture, (\>-operation. 
Industries, ('ivil Works on the other. I would crave your indulgence, Sir, 
to treat these figures as an at)pendix to my speech it the House has no 
objection so that the patience of the House may not he taxed by my quoting 
the large number of figures to the House. 

• riMiidtl Paiititii, AcceviHi tuiftt (1tS7-3t It 1143-44) tf Hit •tvirnmtiit tf ItiifaL 
iktwiiig ctiBtarativt variatieai in tit aipMitHiirt tn naHtn-tnlMIng atpnrtwtnft ; 
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as these figiu’es shoat; General Administration has gone up 
Bi* 141 '9 lakhs in 1937-39 to Bs. 1G3*9 lakhs in 1943-44. For purposes 
<^parison I should think that the year 1938-39 should be more depend- 
ably, because in that year the Ministers functioning under the new regime 
were in a position to have thei# budget properly prepared whereas in the 
first year it was not possible for the Ministers to frame the budget on their 
own responsibility straightaway. 8o if we take the budget of 1938-39 as 
the standard budget framed by the Provincial Ministers when there was no 
deficit, we will find that from Rs. 221 lakhs on Police in 1938-39 the present 
budget comes up to Rs. 2894 lakhs, that is, an increase of Rs. (j 8 lakhs and 
more in the coming budget. On .Tails in 1938-39 the provision was for 
Rs. 34*3 lakhs and in the budget before us the provision is for Rs. 57*2 
lakhs — the increase is by Rs. 22 lakhs and 9 thousand. And, Sir, Extra- 
ordinary Charges is a new item which has directly arisen out of the war 
situation. Here, Sir, we have actuals from 1939-49 and in that year it 
was Rs. 3 lakhs, in 1940-41 Rs. 7*4 lakhs, in 1941-42 it went up to Rs. 70*6 
lakhs, in the revised budget we have Rs. loT*') lakhs, and it stands at 
Rs. 161*5 lakhs in the coming budget. There is thus an increase of up to 
Rs. 161*5 lakhs in the coming budget conipared to 1938-39. 

On the other hand, in the beneficent departments we find that on Educa- 
tion from Rs. 144 lakhs in 1938-39 there has been an increase in the present 
budget to Rs. JTt) lukh.s — an increase of Rh. 32 lakhs onl> . On Medical 
it was Rs. 56 lakhs in 1938-39 and it is only Us. 54 8 lakhs in the coming 
budget — a drop of Rs. 1 lakh and more. Similarly, Sir, there is a slight 
drop iu the Public Health budget where from 40*6 lakhs it has come 
down to Rs. 40*2 lakhs; in Agriculture, Sir, it is difficult to give a compa- 
rison because during the last few years there has been spasmodic expansion 
of the privileges of loans to agriculturists which has upset the budget in a 
material degree and comparisons cannot he made. With regard to Co- 
operation, it has gone up from Rs. 13 lakhs to 16 lakhs 7 thousand; 
Industries from Rs. 13 lakhs to Rs. 17 lakhs 8 thousand and Communications 
from Rs. I crore and 29 lakhs there has been a fall to Rs. 1 crore and 18 
lakhs, that is, n drop by Rs. 11 lakhs in the budget before us. 

Sir, another feature of tlie budget to which I want to draw attention is 
this, During the lust 3 years there has been such poor budgeting that 
every year we are faced with an increasing amount of supplementary provi- 
sions. Thie shows how the dejmrtments concerned and particularly the 
Ministry care for the opinion of the House and substantial sums are left 
over after the amounts are spent away to be just registered by the vote of the 
Assembly towards the latter part and particularly towards the end of the 
year concerned. In 1939-40 we had a supplements ly* budget for Bs. 83 
lakbs 36 thousand; in 1940-41 the supplementary grant provided for Be. I 
crore 67 lakhs 19 thousand; in 1941-42, Rs. 2 crores 39 lakhs 44 thousand 
and in the current year it has gone up to Rs. 3 crores 2^ lakhs 27 thousand. 
Sir, Bs. 3 crores 22 lakhs 27 thousand as against a total provision of Bs. 17 
crores is surely a very big amount which ought to have come earlier in the 
year and we would have known how much of it we would permit to. be 
spent. 
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Sir, are some of the fi|nires re<|iilr| tety oarit^ 

Midy. I submit that it reveals a very sad state of affairs. We me 
Mieed with a prolonged period of defleits and in spite of the fact thil W 
iimre permitted ourselves to be taxed in different ways we are a 

polBition to increase the benefioent activities on account of which some of 
these taxes were cheerfully — if not cheerfully, at least with moderate 
grudge — accepted by the country. Sir, every section of this House has 
recorded its great disappointment, if not deep regret, for the postponement 
of many beneficent measures in the name of which new taxations, parti* 
cularly the sales tax and the raw jute tax were imposed. The p 4 )stpone* 
ment or slowing down at least of the following items is deeply deplored and 
I would just give a catalogue of these items as I do not propose to take 
much more kime than is absolutely necessary. 


The first postponement which we regret is the postponement in expendi- 
ture from the Road Development Fund for improving roads in the province. 
If, Sir, as has been stated in the budget, road development had to be slowed 
down for want of materials, surely there was a possibility of improving 
the village roads which would require nothing more than mere mother 
earth. There is no planning. The road development that we have been 
always reminded of was the road development that our Chief Engineers 
and technicians thought of, namely, big tarred roads which require some- 
thing like one lakh or more or nearabout per mile to construct, but I had 
spoken in this House on previous, occasions and had handeil over a note to 
the Minister-in-charge showing how in Bombay the Congress Government, 
as soon as they came to power there, had instituted an enquirj' and they 
found that it was possible to improve village roads without spending more 
than Rs. 2,0(M) a mile. Unfortunately, there is no imagination here. While 
we do not get materials like cement, tar or stone, we can certainly have 
village roads improved and this money that has now not been drawn upon 
could be more fruitfully utilised for improving the roads in the rural areas 
for which Bengal is very much crj’ing. 

The second matter the postponement of which we deeply regret is the 
expenditure on Rural Reconstruction as mentioned on page 49, Rural 
Water-supply as mentioned on page G2 and Rural Sauitation as well as 
Rural Public Health services on the same page of (he Red Bfjok. 


Thirdly, Sir, the training of primary school teachers And the scheme for 
adult education mentioned on page 58 of the Red Book have been postponed. 
These two have been postponed although on previous occasions assurances 
were given that the scheme for training of primary school teachers was 
being pushed to a very great extent and although we know that without 
properly trained teachers for primary schools it U impossible for us to 
extend education in the rural areas for which the country so much stands in 
need. 

Fourthly, Sir, we have improvement of sadar hospitals postponed; that 
is mentioAed on page 61. Then again, the climatic sanatorium for tuber- 
euloeie which was mentioned in previous year's budget has been given a 
complete go-by. The contribution to Indian Institute for Medical 
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Beiearch, iM^otlier valuable luftitution^ wbicb is doing yeoman’e aervice and 
which wa« given Ea. 10,000 in the laat year and year before, could not 
be given a provision in the current year— I am noting with satisfaction 
of course the unspoken admisison of the Hon^ble Minister-in-charge through 
a gesture, that he has already provided for it in the budget from some other 
fund— probably there will be some surplus somewhere — which he will be 
drawing upon. However, we note that with some satisfaction. 

Then, Sir, we have postponement of some schemes in the Industries 
Department, and here I must submit that the Industries Department has all 
along been putting up schemes which hardly ever mature. Here is a 
scheme for Metal Research Institute which has not matured and is not 
likely to mature. There is also a provision for development for fishery 
and setting up of a Fishery Department which was much truifipeted on the 
last occasion and which, we now understand, is going to be virtually 
dropped. Certainly this is not a matter which would require any material 
that would go for war purposes and surely, Sir, this is a matter which 
Bengal needs very much at the moment when the ‘*Grow More Food'* 
campaign is going on. 

We have also important schemes for improvement of drainage postponed, 
particularly the Peali-Bidyadhari Scheme in the suburbs of Calcutta which 
had been hanging fire for a pretty long time. 

And last but not the least it was no small surprise to all of us that the 
yGrow More Food’' campaign, which had got 18f lakhs of rupees provided 
in the current budget has got nothing provided in the coming year’s budget. 
(Shame!) This is a scandalous affair. We cannot understand how the 
’^Q^ow More Food” campaign can be carried on without a single farthing 
provided for in the budget. (Rai Harendra Nath CHArDHUii: Leave 
it to the Directorate. Don’t care.) 

Sir, we would like also further light to be thrown on certain other 
matters regarding which I expected Government would come forward with 
some statement of policy. These matters come under two categories. We 
would first of all require the Government to give us a more clear idea about 
what arrangement they have made with the Central Government regarding 
allocation of CHvU Defence expenditure and other extraordinary expenses 
arising directly or indirectly out of the war conditions. These include ex- 
penses on A. R. P, measures, on Civic Guard and Home Guard organisa- 
tions, civil evacuation and refugee relief work, measures to meet effects 
of the denial policy, civil transport requisitioning measures, dearness allow- 
ances to be paid to various organisations and bodies, additional police for 
emergency in vulnerable areas and separation allowances and also the 
Directorate of Civil Supplies as well as amounts that are required for con- 
tribution to some local bodies that are seriously affected due to situation 
created by the war. Mr. Gladding has drawn attention to some of these and 
I am entirely at one with him that in our arguments with the Government 
of India we should try to emphasise that Bengal is in the war tone and it 
ia the responsibility for the whole of India to bear the expenses ino ut ie d 
on this side due to Bengal being in the proximity of the war area. 
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* Sir, the second dess relates to matters which had agitated |diblic mind 
lia a Tery large extent due to encroachment on citiI liberties and abuses of' 
powers under the Defence of India Rules. These include arrests and deten* 
tions, trials by special courts and Magistrates and gagging of the press. 
I understand, Sir, that the press gagging has gone on to such an extent 
that even a notice purporting to be issued by the Sheriff of (^alcutta for 
holding a meeting in Calcutta somewhere which the Sheriff will choose to 
record our prayer for the long life of Mahatmaji who is now fasting haa 
been withheld and the press has been directed not to publish that eTen. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKERS That is irrelevant. Why do you bring in 
the Sheriff’s meeting here? 

Oft NALINAKSHA SANYALs This prohibition of public meetings as 
also the imp^ition and Jevj’ of collective tines require a statement from 
the Hou’ble Minister to clarify the policy that (Government is proposing 
to pursue and, Sir, we require some light on what they mention as war 
time security measures mentioned! at page 34 of the Ked Hook. 

I had certain other points to draw attention to. but I will conclude 
by inviting your attention to one thing that Hon’hle Minister, Finance, 
has himself admitted, namely, that additional provisions included in the 
budget are exclusively for financing new measures mainly connected with 
the war. While he frankly admitted that, let not this create a new pri* 
vileged class. I am very much alarmed that a new privileged class is 
going to be created in this province as has been done is every other 
country. While reading the other day an interesting book by a famous- 
British writer Douglas Reed ‘’All our to-morrows” 1 came across a passag* 
which I shall present to the Hon'ble Minister for his careful study and 
examination, so that he will avoid repetition of such things here. Douglaa- 
Reed jsrrites to the following effect: Our Rulers ms0^ have lailed to* 
achieve success or victory* on the battle fronts at Dunkirk, at Hongkong, at 
Qreece, at Singapore, at Malay and in Burma. But every day new offioea 
are created requiring new officers and staff who in their turn draw up new 
forms requiring new assistants. Thus the paperchase is on. We cannot 
obtain our bread, purchase our clothing, light our fires without filling in 
forms, handing in coupons, paying in so many jacks-in-office. Every 
“Artful Dodger’^ in the country strives to get a job in or round the fringe 
of officialdom. It means power, privilege, immunity and exemption. 
Every good thing in life is reserve<l for such persons, for these are doing 
“vital national work”. To strive hard in the humble environment of 
one’s village, to produce food and material, for the society, to rear a 
family and live honestly under rigid economy is no vital national work 
and does not count. Everything else counts if you have the right friend" 
in the right place. 

Mr.^tYSO BADRUDDIIdAS Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, having had no* 
time for the last few days to study the provisions of the budget 1 decided 
not to take part in the discussion ihJs afternoon. But 1 feel that any silbnce* 
ifter tke few speeches that have been delivered will not be worthwhile. 
Sir, 1 have therefore ventured to make certain suggestions and ccnnmeiitf. 



[24xb i;i»., 

Sir^ f'^tiiottglLt that ik$ vmoxm aaotip^ oi tUs Hotia^, ia view €| the 
fraTxtf of the aitoation that oanfi«i!titf Sia %i the preeekt ihomeiit, would 
pool all their retouroee for etwdmg.ft while laaiirtaiiuiig iatemal 

eeourity ia the province would ity to defeat deetructioa that 

have been let loose today ; but 4nste|k[ of that I have been amazed to find 
during the last 2 or 3 days that varioils speakers in the Opposition taking 
advantage of the opportunity concentrated all their attacks on the Hon’ble 
il^iief Jfinister of Bengal. It is so unfortunate. 1 was rather amaied to 
haTO^e confession of an ex-Minister yesterday. I was amazed all the more 
that he should have assumed the role of Pontiff of Islam. Mr* Mulwida 
Behary Mullick yesterday waxed eloquent in criticising the Hon'ble Chief 
Minister forgetting for the present that the Chief Minister of Bengal enjoys 
the confidence and respect of hU own community. (Cries of “question” 
from the Opposition Benches.) (Uproar.) Sir, I want your protection. 
(Uproar^) Have patience and listen to me. As Secretary of the l^ogressive 
Coalition Party which contains the largest section of the Scheduled Caste 
Tepresentatives in this House I speak with authority that the Chief Minister 
of Bengal commands greater respect and confidence of the Scheduled Caste 
community than any member of the Opposition today. That statement is 
home out by what my esteemed friend Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas said yester- 
day, that they are grateful to Mr. Fazlul Huq who as Education Minister 
has provided for Scheduled Caste education to an extent which no Education 
Minister including the then Minister of Education and now Leader of the 
Opposition, Sir Nazimuddin, has ever ventured. Have they the courage to 
face the truth, have they the courage to confront the truth I say this 
with an amount of authority that the Scheduled Caste people today are being 
hhiffed, are being deluded into thinking that they have better friends on 
the other side. Human memories are very short; and the meibories of 
disappointed ex-Ministers are still shorter, or they would have hesitated 
before casting such refiections and aspersions upon one who has done so 
much for Scheduled Caste education. Not that all that has been provided 
for the Scheduled Caste people is enough. I have got the fullest aympathy 
for that community in their aspirations and demands. No community in 
Bengal has suffered more, no community in Bengiil has been tortured with 
greater refinement of cruelty and savagery, no community in Bongld has 
been more deprived of their legitimate rights and privileges and ol laciBties 
for their self-expression dur^ centuries as the Scheduled Caste people. I 
have the fullest sympathy with them, and I would demand a definite 
assurance from the Hon*ble Chief Minister to provide m<^re and money 
for their education, so that according to their own ideas and oonvietions the 
Scheduled Caste people might also contribute to the social and cuRunil evo- 
lution of the common motherland. (Interruptions.) < ' 

Sir, truth is always bitter. I say this with all the empkadui at »y com- 
mand, with all tlie seriousness at my dispoeal», 

I oan bring to bear upon the question that the Scheduled poople s^iidd 
b|l 4 Piroirided with more facilities for the amelioi^aticm bt tlmir condition and 
appeal to the Hon'ble Chief Minister in this fespect. But time 
political manoeuvrea, let. not those whn, have been tonapinnf*-^<^ 
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Saliu KiHETRA NATH SINCHAs On a point of order, Sir. 

Mri DEPUTY SPEAKERS What is your point of order}* 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINCHAs Is the honourable member can- 
vassing for the Scheduled ( aste people.^ (Laughter from the Opposition 
Benches.) 

My. 8YED BADRUDDUdA: Sir, I raised a point of order in ydbr 
absence as to whether any particular member of this House, whfle 
discussing the provisions of the budget, could tliscuss the policy of 
Government. The Chairman who presi<led ruled me out of order. 
Every member was at liberty to discuss the present policy of 
Government jrith reference to the provisions of the budget. When members 
of the Opposition were let loo.se to di.scuss anything, when menibers of the 
other side were allowed to indulge in auylhing, why not a member of this 
side in order to retort, in order to contradict the false and niist hievous 
statements that have been made on the floor of the House — why a member 
of this House should not be allowed to speak with sufHoient fervour!* 

Sir, I could have di.sniissetl without any serious notice those effusions of 
Mr. Mullick, hut lor his audacity to have assumed tlie role of Pontiff of 
Iskim. I admire Mr. Mulliek’s temerity that he should assume the role of 
Pontiff of Islam and treat us to homilies obout Islam and our duties and 
responsibilities to the Muslim nation. In fresh fields and pastures now 
Mr. Mullick must have derived fresh inspiration. 

But, Sir, 1 can assure him, not only from him and quarters which are 
quite ho.stile to the spirit and geniu.s of Islam but even from that pampered 
ignorance, even from that pampered insolence that bangs the doors against 
an honourable settlement we cannot expeet from him any denq) knowledge 
about the Islamic Shariat, Hadith and about the real duties and respon- 
sibilitie.s of Mu.sliins to our God and Prophet. So, 1 can dismiss him without 
any serious notice. 

Now, Sir, 1 come to another ex-Mini.ster, Mr. Tamixuddin Khan. Sir, 
fools rush in where Angels fear to tread. The gentleman has changed 
colour many times during the last 6 years — sometimes an oppositionist, 
sometimes a coalitionist, sometimes a Muslim Leaguer 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IOOIQI1 On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
honourable member entitled to use that expression H Hus any member any 
right to call another member a fool? Is that expression parliamentary? 

Mr. 8YED BADRUODUJA: I ha%e never called any one a fool. But 
if the cap fits any member, I do not know . 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: .Sir, 1 want a ruling from you 
whether that expression is parliamentary, 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: A member cannot call another member a 
fool. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDOlQlt Then, he must apologise. 
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Mn DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have always said that members should 
not indulge in provocative, insulting or abusive words. I have given that 
ditection not only today but from day to day I have given that direction, 
I hope members will follow that direction. 

Mfi 8YED BADRUDDU4A: That is an oft-quoted expression. How- 
ever I bow to your ruling. 

^ Soii^etimes an oppositionist, sometimes a coalitionist, sometimes ant 
independent Proja I^eader, sometimes a ministerialist and sometimes a dis- 
appointed Minister trying to establish a liaison and contact with other 
disappointed Ministers in Bengal, it might be possible for him to cast 
aspersions upon the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bengal. I can assure him 
that all the man(puvring, all the wire-pullings, all the mischievous pro- 
paganda that has been carried on from day to day for the last 15 monthi 
have borne no fr\iit. They may tr>^ to give a wrong lead to public opinion 
in Bengal, but Providence is there to protect us. Sir, in the name of the 
Prophet of Islam, in the name of the noblest traditions and ideals of Islam 
that have descended down to us from our great forbears 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Come to the budget under discussion. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Ye.sterday I had definitely the opiniorf of 
the Chairman that a man was entitled to discuss the policy of the Govern- 
ment and contradict the baseless statements that are made on the floor of 
the House by members of the Opposition. Sir, I have a right to criticise 
those statements because after all when they criticise they indulge in filthy 
language, they indulge in hopeless aspersions and baseless insinuations and 
I have every right to retort and contradict them. 

Coming to the provisions of the budget, Sir 

Mtulvi ABUL HA8HIM; 1 would like to know from the Chair whether 
oratory of the Maidan brand is permitted in this House. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDD04A: I can answer this political wire-puller by 
saying that this is not the Maidan. It is the Legislative Assembly, it is 
the forum of the House where people on the other side have indulged in 
bitter reflections upon the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

Klmi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: You will have to answer more. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDU4A: I have every answer before public opinion 
of the country. 

Sir, I have not been allowed to discuss the budget by their constant 
interruptions because. Sir, they cannot stand the truth, because they cannot 
stand honest cnticism of the methods they have adopted. Mr. Tamixuddin 
Khan yesterday when criticising the policy of the Government said that the 
Government carried on a mischievous propaganda against the Muslim League. 

I say that that it is thoroughly incorrect and it is an absolute lie. I say 
moat fatphatically, Sir, never for a single moment, even under the most 
promative oiroumstanoes have we uttered a aiiigle syllahle whiok might be 
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conBtraed as a redecfion on the ideals or the scheme of the All-India Muslim 
League. This is not only incorrect hut a mischievous {abrioation. It is a 
deliberate lie. I hurl that charge in the face of the honourable member who 
has made it and contradict it with all the emphasis that I can command. 

Coming to the provisions of the budget, it is true that Under the heads 
“Education ’ and “Public Health” there has been a reduction. (Inter- 
ruption.) The honourable member on the other side is adopting th^ 
psychology of the muidun. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: .Jungle law. 

Mr. 8YED BAORUDOUJA: Sir 

Mr. DEIHiTY SPEAKER: Your time is over. Hove you tiuisbedf 

Mr. SYED BAORUDDUJA: It is not possible to continue in this 
atmosphere. 

(At this stage the member, on reaching the time limit, resumed bis 
seat.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. if a con- 
demnation is to be uttered about the financial statement of the Hon’ble and 
learned Chief Minihter. I can give no better proof than the speech just 
delivered by his chief lieutenant. There is not one argument to support, 
not one explanation for the hash that has been made of the budget. The 
honourable member for Jungipur (»r Murshidabnd w'herever he comes from 
has yet to learn the elicjuette and 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA: I most emphatically protest against that 
insinuation. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: If you will permit me. Sir, tho 
honourable member for Jongipur has'yet to learn the methods of discussing 
hnancial matters and the budget of a province like Bengal. He does not 
understand it: he cannot understand it. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDU4A: 1 understand it much better than a Sindhi. 

(Interruption.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I extend my sympathy to the 
Honble Chief Minister. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDOUJA: Talking rubbish. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I want 
your ruling whether those words apply to my sjieecdi, whether that expression 
is parliamentary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your point of order? 

Mr* ABDUR RAHMAN SIOOIQI: The honourable member for 
Jangipur has called my speech “rubbish”. 1 shall not go down to his level 

and 

Mr. DirUTY iPiAKIRl That is a matter of opinion. 
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Dft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, before you give your ruling, I 
have to submit that any language, even the worst criticism of any speech, 
cannot be treated as unparliamentary. Let Mr. Siddiqi before he raises a 
point of order like this look up relevant books and study them. 

Mr* ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI S I am glad that the honourable 
member from the Presidency Division Municipal General Constituency has 
come out to defend a member of a tribe similar to his own. Sir, I always 
try to keep up a higher standard of my own if I can, and I shall not allow 
myself to be disturbed in this way. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister deserves our sympathy first because 
the honourable member for the University of Calcutta left him in a 
terrible lurch. He had to carry the baby left by the ex-Finance Minister 
and during this short period of time it would have been difficult for any 
Minister to understand the whole Budget and present it to us in a satis- 
factory manner. Sir, it is easy to .see and a reading of the Financial State- 
ment makes it clear that a piece from here and a piece from there have been 
brought together and a jigsaw puzzle has been placed before the House 
without a head or without a tail. 

Another criticism I have to offer, Sir, is that too many cooks have spoiled 
the broth. One Minister goes to Delhi and discusses one aspect of the 
Finances of Bengal. Another Minister goes and decides about the loan the 
Government of India should give us for the purchase of jute. A third 
Minister goes and discusses how much we are going to get to buy rice or 
purchase some other edible commodity. These cooks have spoiled the broth 
and the result is that the Hou’ble the Chief Minister, who is overworked, 
who has to run a party with a conglomeration of many varieties of human 
beings, who has to run the most important department in the Government 
of Bengal, the Polii'e Department, lias now taken up another very important 
department of Governnieut, the Finance Department. It is, Sir, this three- 
fold blessing that has made a mess of every aspect of the Government of 
Bengal and its administration, in the Budget that has been presented to 
US. Sir, we shall have the opportunity of discussing its other aspects during 
the discu.ssion on the various Demands. I should, however, just passingly, 
refer to the taxation policy a.s adumbrated in the Financial Statement. The 
sales tax has not been a very happ> form of taxation and it has not brought 
much money to the Government. 1 wish the Ministers had revised their 
policy in regard to that, but the projUKsed measures of taxation in regard 
to electricity are really of n type which show.s that no deep attempt was 
made, nor full attention paid to its details, imposition and administration. 
Increase in this taxation on Industries would be welcome because Industries 
are flourishing. But if there is to be a general rise per unit the use of 
electricity in lighting houses or in running fans would be a burden. The 
Hon*ble the Finance Minister, us I may call him — and one of my protests 
against him, in whose hands rrovidence has placed our destiny, is that a 
province like Bengal has been allowed to go on without a Finance Minister 
for all these months, especially during the last quarter when full attention 
had to be given to finances — cannot, could not in the circuinBtailOes of 
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the case, look at things as a Finance Minister which a Minister of Finance 
with just one department could have done. For instance, Sir, a haphniard 
scheme of industrial policy as adumbrated in the Financial SUitement gives 
one lakh of rupees for the improvement of the silk industry in our province. 
I am absolutely certain that this one lakh of rupees would not have oomc 
to us, had it not been for the fact that Bengal is producing very little of 
silk cloth except that used in airplanes. Sir, so long as there is war and 
parachute cloth is required, so long we shall get this encouragement. But 
there are a thousand and one industries, small and large, which require a 
planned policy, which require consideration, not at the hand of an over- 
worked man who cannot find time to take them up, hut at the hand of an 
independent Finance Minister. 

Sir, there are many points to which I can refer in a general way but one' 
big gap in the Financial Statement is that the Iloirhle the Finance Minister 
has not been able to devote any attention to the problem of reconstructiou 
after the war. Every man and woman in the world is now linnking in terms 
of post-war reconstriictirm. But he is thinking in terms of doles from the 
Centre. We do not want to live on doles from Delhi. What I want is that 
we should stand on our own legs. Bengal can afford to }»orrow. W’^ith jute 
to back it up we can borrow not four but forty rrore.s of nipees. These 
Ministers of ours who look to their immediate pett) surroundings and can- 
not dream of a future, of the po.st-war reconstruction of Bengal, have made 
a mes.s of the magnificent financial position and opportunities before ua. 
Wlien the time comes when the depression, financial, ludustriol and other- 
wise, face*' u*' in the po.st-war ])eriod, the only party responsible for it will 
be the present .set of Ministers who left n.s in the lurch at the time when we 
could have prepared ourselves t(» meet that danger, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to discuss the Budget and not to indulge in billingsgate. But before 
I enter into a discussion of the Budget and of the Revised Estimates, I think 
I should preface my remarks with a few’ observations on the accounts of 
1941-42. The accounts show what a heavy under-estimate w’us made of the 
revenue receipts just to present the story of a huge deficit concocted to 
secure an easy passage for the Sales Tax. Taxes on income not only made 
up for the loss of fifteen lakh.s of rupees under the head “('ustoms” but 
together they yielded Ks. 46 lakhs more than the Budget estimates. Excise 
yielded R.s. lakhs more. Fore-sts Rs. 7 lakhs, and Registration Rs. 3 
lakhs. The net result of such under-estimnte.s is that on the whole acoonnU 
show better revenue receipts to the extent of about one crore — Rs, 97 lakhs 
to be precise — an actual total of Rs. 14-94 crcires against an anticipated 
total of Rs. 13*97 crores. 

As against these additional revenues, what were the economies made in 
expenditure after the TiCgislature was induced to pass the new taxation 
measures of that year? 

The Hon’ble Fhief Minister’s statement does not particularly indicate 
them. But we find on a comparison of the original budget and the actual 
account that Education, Medical, Public Health, Industries and (Voperaiion 
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had 34 lakhs lass than the budget proTisions, while four out of them were the 
very departments that were promised increased expenditure to the tune of 
34 lakhs. In other words, instead of getting 34 lakhs more they got 34 
lakhs less. Was it in pursuance of a policy of all-round cut due to the 
progress of the warP No. For expenditure under the following heads 
iiKTeased by lakhs: Police by 13 lakhs, Jails by 8 lakhs, Administration 
of Justice by 4 l^khs. The promises of '‘extension of the existing services” 
— I am quoting the words of the ex-Finance Minister’s speech — in the fields 
of Education, Sanitation, Industries and Co-operation were thus fiulfilledi 
It is for the Legislature to pa.ss taxation measures, it is for others to have 
the proceeds allocated. The sooner this fact about the democracy in action 
in India is realised, the better in the interests of Truth. 

Turning to the current year we find almost the same story, repeated in 
the Revised Estimates. Inoome-tax, again, is going to help us more in the 
adversity that has overtaken Custom.s, Excise enormously to the misfortune 
of the consuming people and largely because of the recent introduction of a 
cheaper variety of liquor and Forests due in part to the demand of the 
Supply Department. Hut when we take note of the better receipts due to 
the war, we cannot afford to forget how our large sources of revenue in 
Customs, Stamps and even Land Revenue have been adversely affected by 
the war and what large receipts we have been deprived of by the unlinking 
of the mounting Railway surplus from the Income-tax. To this unlinking 
can be traced all the misfortunes of our budgetaiy jmsitiou since 1940-41 
when expenditure due to the war has been growing jiarticularly heavy. 

On the expenditure side the story of large reductions under nation- 
building heads has been retold. A calamity of tremendous magnitude 
happened to the Province in last October. Fifty lakbs had to be found to 
meet the tragic situation and 50 lakhs, as I read the revised estimates, have 
been fouml not by all-round economy but by heavy reductions — 44 and 10 
lakhs respectively — under “Civil Works” and “Public' Health”. An extra 
expenditure of 12 lakhs had to be allowed to the Police and that has been 
met apparently by cutting Education down, not by 10 lakhs as the Chief 
Minister’s speech indicates, but by 11*02 lakbs. I can well imagine Dr. 
Syamaprasad Mookerjee almost bursting into tears over such an arrange- 
ment. Much less than 10 lakhs would have gone a great way to save the 
schools in the emergency areas from ruin, but the Hnn’ble Minister in charge 
was perhaps too much preoccupied with the Registration Department to 
devote his thoughts to the problems of these institutions and their unfor- 
tunate teachers or perhaps thought that a sop to the Calcutta teachers meant 
a solution of this major problem. Otherwise how could he agree to the 
surrender of 10 lakhs passes my understanding. 

Sir, one question more about the revised estimates, namely, why an 
extra police expenditure of 15 J lakhs has been screened behind the Miscel- 
laneous item under head GIL In its truimphant march the Police expen- 
diture in this Province, protected by the heavy armour of reservation and 
special responsibility, had no occasion and can have no possible occasion 
to take ct>ver indeed. 
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Now passing on to the consideration of the estimates for 1^43-44 we see 
the prospect of a deficit of 154 lakhs on revenue account. Even to a cusual 
observer it will appear that had there been no occasion ft>r Kxtraonlinary 
expenditure to the tune of Ibl lakhs there w’ould have been no deficit. True 
it is that owing to the war much (»f the better rec'eipis under ‘‘Income-tax^’ 
is due and in the next year we expect about bO lakhs more than the amount 
budgeted in 1942-43, but we cannot afford to forget that the loss of about 
a crore under the head “Customs” infiicte<l by the war is going to l>a conti- 
nued. In this connection we cannot also afford to be oblivious of the great 
loss from which the Bengal budget is suffering on account of the Revenue 
Distribution Order of March 1940. The order is due to expire, if I rememl>er 
aright, by March, 1943. If .s(», what action, if any, has been taken by the 
Government t)f India in that respect and what representation, if any, has 
the Government of Bengal made for relief against the continuation of that 
order ought to have been disclosed in the budget speec h of the (’hief Minister? 
When Railway surplus is overflowing and exceeding all bounds of expecta- 
tion, can a Province, distracted by thirst, run about in search of muddy 
pools? If the snapped link can be restored, Bengal cun face all the war 
adversity that has overtaken its other revenue h(‘u<ls, sm h as Stamps, Motor 
Vehicles receipts and recej]»ts from Other I'axes and Duties calmly and meet 
much more than the Extraordinary charges due to the war, I suppose. 
(Dr. Nai.in\ksh\ Swy.m. : We will get about 4 crores on the old Niemeyer 
Aw'ard basi.s.) That is true — 4 or near about 5 crores, that is 20 per i.ent. 
of the distributable surplus. Even relief und<*r the head of tin* “Sales Tax” 
which is undoubtedly weigliing very heavily at this time of high prices in 
certain respects could be thought of. Forgetting its legitimate claims 
under the Niemeyer Award, the Bengal (»ovi*rnment may feel grateful for 
the dole of cimtribution for ('ivil Defence or the mercy of loans from the 
Central Government, but the financial halter that it is thereby wearing 
round its neck, it can hardly afford to birget when its indebtedness to the 
Government of India is expected to be so heavy as I-To crores by March, 
1944. 

In appreciating the s( heme of the proposed expemliture for the coming 
year, I do not think a comparison with the revised estimates will be profit- 
able inasmuch as the cyclone and flood introduced many new' and temporary 
provisions in the revised estimates. On a comparison with the last budget 
estimate, however, we see that on the whole an additional expenditure of 79 
lakhs has been proposetl. Of this, 30 lakhs go to meet extra Extraordinary 
charges, but of the remaining 43 lakhs about 41 lakhs go to the Police. 
Public Health estimates have been reduced by 8 lakhs to make additional 
provision for Jails; and Education, without receiving an addition over the 
estimated amount for the current year, starts with a cut of 4 lakhs. We have 
been told that the provision of 18 lakhs for “Grow More Food” campaign 
has not been repeated. 18 lakhs might not have been repeated. 

But has our food position become so strong that only a Dirertorate will 
be sufficient instead of large cultivation of food crops to find enough food 
for the people, or the control of vagrancy will adequately meet the problenm 
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arising out of shortage and the achievements of the Director of Civil 
Supplies.^ Surely the Chief Minister as Finance Minister has reason to look 
ahead, otherwise his cares as the Minister for the Home and the Jail Depart- 
menis may very well he multiplied. 

(At this stage the House was adjourn for ten minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
participate in the general discussion on the budget that has been presented 
to this House by the Province’s fourth Finance Minister since the intro- 
duction of the new reforms. Within a space of six years Bengal has had 
no less than four Finance Ministers under the regime of its one Premier; the 
latest incumbent being the Premier himself, who, unable to Wke up his 
mind as to who, out of so many aspirants to whom hope had been held out, 
should be selected, has had to shoulder the responsibility personally. 

Sir, with the improvement in the war situation in all fronts of this global 
war and the danger of invasion having receded to the background, it was 
generally supposed that a more pnunising and encouraging budget than 
that of last year would be presented to us. But that hope, unfortunately, 
has been dashed to the ground by the very disappointing nature of this 
year’s proi>o8als which reveal a sad neglect of all the nation-building depart- 
ments. The whole budget speech of the Finance Minister reads like an 
*^assertU}n in apologui"' of the e.xistence of a .state of emergency due to war 
conditions. And this excuse is resorted to in starving such important 
departments like Education, Public Health, Medical, Agriculture and Indus- 
tries, though money is not found wanting for the (Tcation of a multiplicity 
of departments with a retenue of officers drawing rates of salaries out of all 
proportion to their ability and qualifications. The existence of this “war 
situation” has come as a blessing to the present Ministry wdio find it a useful 
cloak to cover up a multitude of their sins — both of omissions and 
commissions. 

Sir, u lot of water has flown dowui the rivers of Bengal since the present 
Ministry came into power. Last year the plea was advanced that the 
Ministers were new to their offices and had no time to take stock of their 
bearings and formulate their policies. This year, after 15 months of their 
administration, a plea of the kind will no longer be tenable. Now, Sir, 
where and how do we stand after a year and a half of their administration P 
With a Ministry composed of a heterogenous group of men drawn from the 
ranks of various parties and blocs formed within the Legislature with no 
outside following in the country; wjth men w'ho have cast aside their party 
allegiance, violated the sanctity of party creeds and given a complete go-by 
to election mandates, one of whom is Mr. Badruddoja who waxed so eloquent 
over treachery and betrayal. He was elected on the I^eague ticket and ia 
now the Secretary of the Progressive Assembly Party without having the 
honesty of resigning his seat and seeking re-election. People who live in 
glaai bouses cannot afford to throw stones. But Mr. Badruddoja has had 
the audacity to do so. It is a case of kettle calling the pot black. The 
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party is led by a man reputed to be the t^reatest political acrobat of the 
time. It was feared that self.>aggrandi8enient, nepotism, bribery, corrup- 
tion and political jobbery would be the key-notes of the administration of 
such a party. And that apprehension has been fully realised today. Having 
intrigued their way into power and office, they did not cease their activities 
both inside and outside the Cabinet. Their first attempt was to launch a 
bitter campaign of vendetta against the organisations and members whom 
they had so ruthlessly betrayed. The r€^|egade8 from the ranks of the 
Congress and the Muslim League joined hands in a mean and vile attempt 
to undermine the influence and uuthority of these organisations over the 
local bodies of the proviio'e by gross abuses of governmental powers. 
Muslim League Chairmen of District Hoards and Municipalities and Muslim 
League Presklents of District School Hoards were the prime targets of tbeir 
attacks. This campaign was calculated to serve a two-fold purpose. First, 
to wre.st the control of local bodies from the hands of jK^rsons and organisa- 
tions hostile to their continuance in power, and secondly to patronise their 
camp followers who had sold their honour and party allegianee to govern- 
mental favours. And above these con.siderations was the profound vanity 
and egoism of Mr. Fa/.hil llu(i which cried for some relief. The fact that 
13 Muslim Chairmen of District Hoards out of H» owed allegiance to the 
Mu.slim League was intolerable ia him and his “j»rogressive rump'‘. Jmst 
for power and fame can drive a man to frenzy. Jlitb‘r, when faced with (he 
danger (d ojiposition and political ohhvion, did not hesitate to adopt 
sanguinary methods of removals of his former comrades and assoeiutes. 
Let it he said t(» the eternal credit of Mr Fuzlul Huq that his methods were 
less sanguinary than that of Hitler’s, for the Chairmen of District Hourds 
that have been removed by brute force of authority are still happily in the 
land of the living. 

Now, Sir, let us see what the other group of rebels have been doing. 
Not content and satisfied by intriguing against the organisation which they 
had deserted, they directed their attention towards even their own party 
men. After the launching of the ("ivil Disobedience Movement in the wake 
of the 8th of August Resolution of the All-India Congress Committee some 
members of their party clamtiured for the resignation of their representatives 
from the Cabinet. Little did these party men dream what w^as in store for 
them. One by one. systematically, they were arrested and clapped into 
prison. A peculiar and inexplicable p{)sition was thus created. The Leader 
of the party w^as already in prison. The General Secretary and the Chief 
Whip were also put behind prison-bars, whereas the Deputy Leader and 
another representative were merrily continuing in office. Here then wa# 
another instance of the importation of *'gestapo” methcKis of dealing with 
political rivalry, a method reminiscent of Hitler's “Blts)d Hath” coup when 
Boehm and Von Schleicher paid the extreme penalty for having tried to 
raise their voices against the despotic leader. In this campaign of vindic- 
tiveness the Ministry is being aide<i and abetted by many Government officers 
who in an endeavour to court official patnmage, prostitute their sense of 
justice and equity to the whims and carprices of the Ministers. Instanoee 
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of tliis kind were cited on the floor of the House in September last and so 
I shall not go into details. A certain District Officer against whom most 
serious allegations were made was not only confirmed in the post of a District 
Magistrate but was rewarded by the conferment of a title for the part he 
had played in persecuting Muslim Leaguers in his district. That such 
kinds of revolting corrupt practices can be resorted to, indicates to what 
depth the present Ministry is prepared to sink in order to suppress legiti- 
mate opposition for its continu||nce in office and to bolster up its false 
claim of following in the country. That this is calculated to undermine 
the very basic structure of good government is ignored by those who think 
more in terms of “Self” than the country or its people. That this impairs 
the morale of the services is also deliberately ignored. Officers of better 
calibre and honest convictions are bound to feel aggrieved and demoralised 
if merit and efficiency are sacrificed at the altar of Favouritism. But 
what is efficiency and merit worth to Mr. Fazlul Huq and his colleagues? 
These cannot keep them in office and surround them with pomp and power! 

Now, Sir, I come to the Home Guard Organisation for which a substan- 
tial amount was provided last year and an extra amount of 17 lakhs is being 
asked for this year. This organisation was called into being ostensibly 
for the purpose of maintaining law and order in the rural areas of the 
province but we have very strong a»)d cogent reasmis to believe that in 
actual practice it is intended to utilise the members of this organisation foi 
party propaganda and publicity f(>r the benefit of the present Government. 
We fear that it is also intended to use this organisation in an endeavour to 
nabotage the position of the Muslim licague by organising the guards in a 
manner calculated to undermine the universal popularity of the one national 
Muslim organisation in the country. The Ghief Minister described the 
organ i. sat ion as "a vaduntury force, non-political and non-party”. We wish 
it were a true description. The Thief Minister in keeping with his reputa- 
tion for veracity which he has earned for himseli makes this open declara- 
tion and secretly issues a memorandum of instructions to the District Offi- 
cers pndiibiting the appointment of Muslim Leaguers as Taptains or Vice- 
Captains. They were further directed to consult the executives of the local 
Hindu Mahasuhha in the selection of the personnel of each unit of Home 
Guards. I ask you, vSir, in all serurnsness, if this was not discrimination 
with a vengeance? Yet, Mr. Fazlul Huq had the audacity to assert openly 
that the movement was a non-party one. You debar the members of a certain 
political organisation from appointments to key positions; you give 
A/anrAe” to another political party in the selection of the personnel for such 
appointments and yet you have the effrontery to describe the movement aa 
non-party. Could dishonesty and political jobbery go further? 

Sir, the reasons for such directions contained in the circular are obviona. 
The Ministers afe perfectly aware of the widespread and universal popu- 
larity and strength of the Muslim League throughout the length and 
breadth of the province. Nator has demonstrated this in no uncertain 
manner. Nadia, or for that matter any constituency of this Legislature— - 
not eihluding Patuakhali — will do the same whenever the opportunity comev. 
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Tbe Ministry in setting up this organisation intend to so form and constitute 
the various union units of Home Guards as to plac'e men of the Hindu 
Mahasabha camp or their pupjiets in all the key positions. Thus, it is con- 
templated to ensure, as in the case of the Government of Bengal itself, the 
overpowering predoininanc** of tlie Mahasabha influence in the organisation. 
In other words a very sinister move has Imh'u set afoot to get up a trained 
body of men owing allegiance to the Mahasabha with the help and support 
of a few miniature Azads and Huq* as nominal heads to play second Addle 
to the Mahasabha tune. 

Now, Sir, as to the necessity and urgency of civil defence arrangements 
for the rural areas there can he no two opinions. But all such arrange* 
ments must be made on strictly non-political and non-party lines, so that 
public confideftce may be aroused which is so essential for the ensuring of 
the safety and security of the people. These are the reasons, Sir, why 
Muslim Leaguers are loathe and reluctant to join the Home Guard organi- 
sation though they are ungrudingly and unreservedly joining the A.U.P. 
and Civic Guard volunteer st^rvices. 

(At this stage the honourable luemher, on reaching the time limit, 
resumed his seat.) 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Sii, our detailed comments on the budget 
estimates were made from these benches by Mr. Gladding on Monday, and 
I shall confine myself to the mon* general remarks wliich we should like to 
make from this party. 

This budget, Sii, i,s a grim reflection of the difficult times through which 
the province i.s passing, and on the whole I think it is an honest reflection. 
There is a commendalde absence of the minor political embellishments which 
we have seen in former years, and there is. for instance, no provision for 
communal liarmony or for a vastly increased number of parliamentary 
secretaries. (Dr. Namnak.sii\ Sanyal : No longer necessary— harmony 
has been ai’hieved.) 

The estimates of expenditure mIkjw on (he <ine hand the rising tide of 
war expenditure and on the other hand the inevitable contraction in provi- 
sion for nation-building expmiditure. We cannot, however, have it both 
ways, and we must accept the position as it is and devote our full energiea 
and resources to the winning of the war which means so much to us all. 
The expansion of nation-building activities is, we hope, only postfsined for 
the time being, and when the war is over, we shall he able to return to 
nation-building with fresh energy and enthusiasm. There is, however, in 
this budget a lack of planning for the future which we should ha%’e liked to 
gee and to which I shall refer later. 

There are, nevertheless, two de[>artments which are a# much concerned 
with the war effort as they are with nation-building and with which a more 
progressive policy should have l>een followed this year. 1 refer to the 
Department of Agriculture and the Department of Industries, 

The Department of Agriculture has long been the unfortunate cinderelln 
of Government departments, and it appears still to be cast in that role tl 
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we read the budget estimates correctly. This department has assumed 
vital importance in view of the food problem which confronts this province, 
and the department might well be expanded now for immediate purposes and 
future benefits. 

Bupees 18 lakhs have been spent on the food campaign in the course of 
the year, presumably with the assistance of the Agriculture Department, and 
we should like to know what the results of that campaign have been. Has 
Government got the staff and machinery to make a success of this campaign? 
What do they propose to do in the forthcoming year? No provision has 
been made for it. Propaganda alone is not sufficient unless practical 
measures of assistance are forthcoming at the same time. There is nothing 
in the budget estimates to show that there has been any real expansion of 
the Department of Agriculture which is essential in our view if the “Grow- 
More-Food” campaign is to be successful. Has anything been done to tackle 
the problem of more reliable crop statistics?' Tliese, as we all know, are, in 
Bengal, most unreliable, and although this has been pointed out repeatedly 
by the Royal (.’ominission on Agriculture, by the Paddy Enquiry Committee 
and by the Land Revenue (^iininission, we have no recollection of anything 
being done to improve matters. Reliable statistics are certainly an essen- 
tial part of any effective scheme of increased agricultural production. 

Then the circumstances of the war demand an expansion in the activities 
of the Industries Department with particular reference to the encourage- 
ment and assistance of small-scale industries produi ing articles required for 
the war effort or in connection ^Mth the food jjroblem. Here again there 
appears to be little evidenc<‘ that (Tovernment are treating this problem with 
energy and determination. Take, for instance, the newly-created f'isheries 
Department. A sum of over Rs. 1 lakh was provided in the budget estimates 
last year, and yet we find that out of that only R.s. 34,000 has been spent. 
In the forthcoming year the provision amounts to Rs. 53,000 only, and it 
would seem that Government, having appointed an expert to this particular 
department appear to have thought tliat their responsibility ends there. 
vSurely the development of fisheries in this province is a matter not only 
of the greatest immediate importance in view of the present food situation, 
but is a matter fraught with the greatest potentialities for the future of the 
province; particularly is this so when it is remembered that the level of 
nutrition in Bengal is one of the bmest in the whole world. Has Govern- 
ment got any real plan for the development of fisheries? That we should 
like to know. 

Of the war expenditure in 1942-43 amounting to Rs. 1,29,00,000 the 
greater part has been devoted to expenditure on Civil Defence and here I 
should like to pay a tribute to the Defence Services which have been built 
up in the past few years. These services, namely, the A.R.P. and other 
Civil Defence services, have had their baptism of fire in the seven air-raids 
which we have had so far in Calcutta and in these trying raids they have 
done very well indeed, much better than some of us expected. They, there- 
fore, deserve our appreciation anid gratitude. The test they have been 
put to has not been as severe as it might have been, but the manner in which 
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these services have functioned and the manner in which the personnel behaved 
should give us confidence that Calcutta has a fine body of men who will do 
their duty in any further ordeal that may yet lie before us and they there- 
fore deserve a tribute from u^i in this House. There has been carj>ing 
criticism voiced on the firnir of this House regarding these services, but I 
submit that we can have no respect for such criticisms when it is made by 
those who will not themselves give their servi<*es to the community but prefer 
to stay aloof and cast mean aspersions upon those who sacrifice their time 
and energies to the service of their fellow-citizens. We hope, Sir these 
men who have been trained in the various defence services and have attained 
a high standard of efficiency will not be forgotten when (he war is over or 
left to fend for themselves in the unemployment market. We have criticisms 
of our own fo make with regard to defence arrangements, particularly in 
husti areas, but we shall voice our view.s when the appropriate demand for 
grant comes before the House. One other major item of war expenditure which 
has already been mentioned by Mr. (Hadding is that of dearness allowance 
and I would mention (his again to sfre.ss the fact that these dearness allow- 
ances are a measure of the dangerous inflation which has raiseil its head due 
to the failure of (bivernnient to control prices of the necessaries of life. I 
have on a previous occasion. Sir. expressed (he <iissatisfac(ion of my party 
with regard to (lovcrimnoit s handling of the food probhun and I hope that 
tbe period of indecision and vacillatiiui will soon come to an end and that 
we shall see effective measures taken to deal with bhuk markets and 
speculators. 

With regard to the new taxation we cannot reasonably object to the deci- 
sion to make up a small part of the ileticit by the imposition of new taxes, 
but with the impositifin of the ih'w taxes should g(» hand in hand an overhaul 
of existing taxation to make sure that considerable evasions are not taking 
place. A very substantial ]mrt r»f the shortfall in the receipts from the Sales 
Tax may be due in part to over-estimation in the first instance, hut u tight- 
ening up of control in the administration of this tax would, 1 think, bring 
in much better results. With regard to the new taxation we shall have 
further points of criticism to make when the Finance Bill comes up for 
consideration, but it is evident that Government have devised what they 
consider to be the easiest method of raising money in the present emergency 
irrespective of the fact whether these taxes are the best taxes or not. 
Furthermore, it should be mentioned in passing that an increase of IbO per 
cent, in the betting tax carries with it the possibility of betting being driven 
into underground channels and benefiting the bucket shops at the expense 
of the provincial exchequer. This is a point which should be borne in 
mind. 

The general discussion of the budget, Sir, provides an annual oppor- 
tunity* for a review of the Government’s activities during the past year and 
this is an opportunity of which I should like to avail mywdf on this occasion. 
I have already expressed dissatisfaction with regard to the handling of the 
food problem of the Government and it is only fair to state that there are 
other questions of policy on which we are also dissatisfied. Government 
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policy ha8 appeared to ue to lack decision and baa been of a hesitant and 
negative cbaracter vritb regard to tbe many vital problems wbicb have 
confronted tbe province during tbe past year. 

It looks as if in reconciling tbe many different interests in the Govern- 
ment Party, Government is often unable to come to any debniie decision at 
all, or when it does, the decision is frequently too late. Too often are 
administrative ofbcers left to carry on without direction and when they do 
carry on they are confronted later with a repudiation of responsibilities by 
the Hon’ble Ministers whom they serve. 

An outstanding instance of hesitation in policy has been provided by 
Government handling of strikes. There are provisions in the Defence of 
India Rules for prohibiting strikes without noth’e and providfng machinery 
for the settlement of disputes. Rut in dealing with the Calcutta Tramway 
strike, for example, Government chose to ignore these provisions with the 
result that lightning strikes have been encouraged, and we have been 
subjected to one troublesome strike after another. 

An even more important instance of negative and hesitating jiolicy has 
been provided by Government’s reaction to the disturbances promoted by the 
Congress resolution; and for those in power to adopt a negative policy with 
regard to a movement of open rebellion is surely fata] to the maintenance 
of law and order. The jirovinee reipiire.s positive leadership, particularly 
in the jiresent dangerous war emergency, and in dealing with tins rebellion 
the Ministry have, in our opinion, not providi^d that necessary lt‘adership 
to the large swlions of the people who are opposed to violence and sabotage. 
There has been an absence of forthright statement by Government in 
condemning this movement and of seeking the co-operation and assistance 
of the people in suppressing it. 

On the t)ther han<l the Hon’ble Ministers have shown themselves remark- 
ably sensitive to allegations of excesses and criticisms of the measures taken 
by their own officers in maintaining law and order and very slow to expose 
and denounce the excesses of the breakers of the law. In the adjournment 
motion on the Midnapore situation, half the Chief Minister’s reply was 
devoted to defending Government officers in Midnapore and the other half 
was devoted to demolishing that defence by agreeing to appoint a committee 
of enquiry into the conduct of these same officers. By agreeing to such an 
enquiry, the Chief Minister has practically admitted that there is a prima 
fane case against these officers, whereas in the debate no prima facie case 
was, in our opinion, made out against them at all. We seem therefore to 
be drifting into a Government of impartial enquiries and party committees, 
which is a very unhealthy state of affairs. 

We want to see more strength in the Government’s handling of the 
problems which confront it, and although we may be entertained by skilful 
turning in many directions at tbe same time and by facing all ways at once, 
the process is most demoralising to everyone concerned, and in particular 
to the services upon whom the efficient administration of the prorinoe 
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depends. We had hoped that it would be possible to bring about an All* 
Party Government which would l>e able to deal boldly and confidently with 
the diflScult problems created by the war, but that unfortunately in the oast 
year has proved impossible. 

Finally, Sir, I should like to say one word about the lack of planning 
for the future in the budget which has just been presented to us. The 
whole world is pulsating with thoughts of reconstruction and of a new and 
better world upon which we are to enter when the war is over. Crave 
though the preoccupationvS of the moment may l>e, time is being found in 
most countries to draw up schemes of betterment for the future. It may be 
that this Government thinks it has no future, but the country has a future, 
and it is the duty and responsibility of the Government of the day to see 
that provisic^ is made for that future and to plan for it. We may not ask 
them to produce a Beveridge Scheme for Bengal, but we would ask them 
to plan for better education, better agriculture, better roads and better social 
services. Practical measures for betterment can and should W planned now, 
and we hope that whatever Government’s own estimation of its probable 
life may be, it will set in motion forthwith the machinery for planning a 
better Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; May wc enquire through you, Sir. how 
is it that Mr. Hendry has now discovered that there is no priwn facie case 
made out for an enquiry into the Midnapore affairs and what is the reason 
for this mortem suggestion^ AVere he and the members of his party 

not in the House at that time and who has inspired him to say these thinga 
today? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sunyal, it is not fur me to say. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. I agree in the main with whut 
Mr Hendry has said, and I call upon him to implement his statement and 
to throw out this Ministry which is sitting as an incubus on this province. 
Throw it out aud replace it by a National Ministry if you can. Let him 
join us in doing so. If this Ministry does not go out of office earlier, let 
him join us in this task which will be for the betterment of Bengal. 

Sir, a few days ago, a scrap of paper was circulated in this House and 
was read out by the Chief Minister as being the budgetary statement of the 
Chief Minister—I will not call him. Sir, Finance Minitser Iwcuuse I do not 
want to insult his predecessors in office. (Uughtcr.) This budgetary 
statement was nothing else but a statement of the condition of the finances 
of the money that was in the eoffers of Government last year and how much 
has been spent this year, what is the revised estimate, whut is the future 
estimate and so on. We bad intended, Sir. this House to start a new 
tradition, namely, that the budgetary' .statement should also be a reflection of 
the personality of the Finance Minister, that he should place be ore the 
Houw bow the Government has discharged its responsibilities in the past 
year and what it proposes to do in the coming year and what is its programme 
for development. This statement contains none of these things. T^e. it 
is a reflectL of the personality of the Chief Mmxater who has no f f 

his own. and cimseqnently it is not to be expected that this budget will 
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contain any details regarding policy and future reconstruction. What can, 
after all, the poor man say? As soon as he says anything, he is bound to 
be taken to task b^ause his whole policy throughout the last 15 or 16 months 
has been to sail in two boats or three or four boats at the same time and 
somehow or other to stick to his seat. There is a Ministry over there, a 
conglomeration of persons who have come together without any policy except 
the policy of sticking fwt. l^et them not stick to their seats so long that 
like people in the Russian winter they may leave their bottoms on their 
seats when they attempt to get up. Sir, in the very first place we are 
entitled to know something regarding the political views of this Ministry. 
Last session this matter was discussed on the floor of this House, because 
the Chief Minister and his colleagues had been making statements which 
were contradictory to each other— signing documents produced by the Hindu 
Mahasabha on the one hand and coming to Dacca and making different 
pronouncements on the other. We are entitled to know what was and is the 
policy of this Ministry as regards the Congress campaign. Do they believe 
that the policy of His Majesty’s Government or of the Government of India 
is a policy of repression? If so, are they entitled to continue to carry on 
His Majesty’s Government, or is it not equivalent to fifth column tactics 
if they, holding such views, pretend to discharge their responsibilities? 
Sir, the last session ended in a fiasco. The Chief Minister managed to 
escape without explaining his policy. We also wish to know the views of 
Messrs. Santosh Kumar Basu and l*ramatha Nath Banerjee, particularly 
of Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu who is supposed to be in charge of the Defence 
Co-ordination Department. True that Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu on the floor 
of the House dissociated himself from the Defence Department ; true, that 
he said that all that he did was co-ordination and that he was not in charge 
of the Defen(‘e Department when the question of the appointment of 
Muslims in this department was under discussion. 

Nevertheless, we are entitled to know how he retains his seat when the 
Chief Whip of his party and a large number of hi.s members have been 
spirited away. Does he sympathise with them or does he agree with those 
who were taking away the members of his party? Does he imagine that 
by flattering the Chief Minister, by oppressing Muslims, by prostituting his 
position and removing Muslim chairmen of the district boards he will bt* 
able to sit there for ever? The Muslim members of the Progre.ssive Coali- 
tion Party, whatever they may be, must in the last resort be Muslims. 
Some day their coiivscience w'ill be awakened, some day the public will awaken 
their conscience, and they will realise what harm this man is doing there as 

a first lieutenant of the Chief Minister. Some day they will come to realise 

and surely the day has arrived, for has not the Chief Minister categorically 
stated that the Progressive Muslim League exists only on paper, that their 
right seat is not there but it is with the Mu-dim League. Doe« the Hon’ble 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu think that by oj>pressing the Muslims in this 
manner he will l>e able to hold on? We want to know his position. He too 
escaped last session. 

This budget should have outlined those political views before it considered 
other matters. We are also entitled to know what is one of the important 
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lopies of the day— what is the attitude of the Chief Minister towards the 
Xiulim League? Does the Ministry support the Chief Minister when he 
forbids meetings of the Muslim League, when be puts the members of the 
Muslim League in detention, when he instructs his officers to pass orders 
that no one shall criticise the Ministry? In these days of the Constitution, 
Sir, we are not allowed to criticise the Ministers for their public conduct. 
We are not allowed to criticise (Government officers for what they have done 
in the course of their duties. We are entitled to know some reasons, some 
grounds, some justification for these monstrous orders which have been 
passed. We are also entitled to know why the Muslim chairnieu of the 
district boards are being removed one by one. Why is this iwlicy being 
pursued in this vindictive manner? He probably imagines that by showing 
his vindicti^bness he will be able to terrorise the Coalition Party members 
who feel impelled to leave him. I had a talk with some of the Coalitiim 
Party members. They say, “We dare not do anything because be is mean 
and vindictive beyond imagination, and if w^e go against him, be will be 
vindictive towards us.” vSir, this is not the way in which a decent (lovern* 
ment should be carried on these days. Sir, there is one thing further that 
we are entitled to know. AVe are entitled to know something about the 
assurances which the Chief Minister has given from time to time on the 
floor of the House. AVe are entitled to know what has happened to those 
A.R.P. appointments, those 1,(100 appointments, which he said were going 
to be made in the near future and M'hich would W giveji to Muslims? 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu has told us that there is less danger of the enemy 
coming over. Then remove some of the old men whom you liavc appointed 
and put in men who will be able to carry on the work properly. By “obi 
man” T do not mean the i'hief Minister, I mean those superannuated 
gentlemen who are presiding over variou.s sections of the A.R.P. In parti- 
cular I ask them to revise the i>ersonnel of the A.R.P. Department of the 
24-Pargana8 where Mu.sliuis have no standing at all. 

We are entitled to know what has hapjHmed to the assurance regarding 
the Secondary Education Bill. Mr. Badrudduja’s words are still ringing in 
my ears, words which he uttered on behalf of the Oovernment Party, that 
if the Secondary Education Bill is not made law in the near future the party 
will go against the Ministry. What has happened even to the latest edition 
of the Secondary Education Bill? Under some pretext or other it has Wen 
shelved. Government announced at the beginning of the session that they 
intended to refer it to a new Select Committee, but even this they have 
dropped. What answer is there regarding the betryal of the Muslim com- 
munity and the assurance which he gave to this House? 

Are the assurances of the Ministry not meant to be implemented at all? 
Art we to ignore them? As a matter of fact, the House has ceased to set 
any stow by tbb promisee or assurances of the Chief Minister, and knows 
that they are never meant to be fulfilled. When the Chief Minister gave 
an assurance regarding a Midnapore Enquiry- Committee, he was doing so 
just for the pnrpow of tiding over that day. We know that he neveg wantM 
to implement that assurance. This is what the Govemment of ^ 

27 . 
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come to. This is the land we are living fn where we are supporting a 
Ministry which is based on corruption, nepotism and jobbery, which gives 
assurances which it never intends to fulfil. 

Mr* ATUL GHANDRA GEItS It is a legacy from the past. 

Mr* H* $> iUHRAWARDY* As regards the Land Revenue Commission 
one day Mr. P. N, Banerji did honour to the Muslim League by calling upon 
il to send a representative to discuss with Government and to advise them 
as to what should be the policy regarding land revenue. The meeting was 
not held, and since then we have heard nothing at all about the subject. 
On the other hand, a worthless scrap of paper, something emanating from 
a confused mind, filled with vapours, was circulated as being the contribu- 
tion of the Chief Minister towards this problem. Every newspaper, every 
public body, every individual who read it just threw it aside as beneath 
notice. We know that the recommendations of the Land Revenue Com- 
mission cannot be inij)leinented while the war is going on ; but some 8tej)8 
must be taken to clarify the situation and lay the foundation for future 
actions. I should think even from the point of view’ of landlords it would 
be better if the rec'onnnendations of the Land Revenue CommiHsion were 
implemented now% because after the war, when there will he u tremendous 
wave of communist sentiment these laiullords may find that they are being 
expropriated w’ithout any compensation being paid to them. 

Then, Sir, what has liui>i)ened t(» the assurance regarding tlie api)oint- 
meiit of u committee of eiujuiry over tin* Dacca Jail shooting atlaii’. The 
assurance was given on the floor of this House that (Tovernmeut ha<l decided 
to appoint a committee which would he presided ov(>r by a High (’on it Judge. 
Six montlns later there appeared another announcement, that (lovernment 
had deciiled to appoint a committee which would he presided over by a high 
judicial officer for the purpose of emiuiriiig into the Dacca Jail shooting 
affair and, perhaps, six months later that announcement will he repeated. 

Then there was a provision last year, a lump provision, for the promo- 
tion of communal harmony. On the floor of the House the Chief Minister 
gave an assurance — I do not remember w’befher it was the Chief Minister 
or Dr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee w’ho gave that assurance — that not a pice 
of this amount would be spent until the manner in which it was going to be 
spent, the principle and the imlicy, were placed before the Homie and wmo- 
tion was obtained. I understand that a sum of Rs. 15,000 has been spent. 
On what? We feared that this money was being set apart for party purposes, 
we anticipated that the money would be 8i)ent for nepotism and for jobbery, 
and, Sir, I have no doubt that the money has been so spent. 

Then, Sir, we are entitled to know why there has been such criminal 
negligence in settling the quota in respect of jute sowings at such a Ute 
stage, when it is impossible to implement it. The whole department has 
been rendered absolutely futile. After the sowing has begun you dedare 
Was there a greater joke ever perpetrated on an unsuspeeting 

iin DiPUTY traSKER I Tour time is over. 
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X Mr. M. t. tUHRAWARDVt May I have a (ew more minutes? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Not more than one minute. 

Mr* M« $• 8UHRAWARDY: There is so much fo he said. Now, Sir, 
what is ^in^ on at the present moment relating? to the distribution shops? 
Favouritism is rampant. Why has not a substantial sum bt»en allotted for 
tile “Grow More Food” Campaign, to assist the agriculturists, to provide 
money for buying seeds, etc.? All these things are necessary to be shown 
in the budget, but there is nothing to show that these gentlemen over there 
hare ever thought of these problems. When India is hurniiig, when Bengal 
is burning, tho.se gentlemen sit there and fiddle. (Interruption.) What 
they are concerned with is this: (Interruption.) This is what the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister says: “AVhafever happens, whatever I may do, however 
badly I may govern this province, I know the artifice of keeping my par^ 
together. I may he guilty of nepotism and many other Hiings, but you 
cannot fake away a single member of my party.” That is not the way in 
which Government should he carried on. That is an insult, if I may so call 
it, to the members of the pait\ who are sup|)orting him, whatever his 
failings. 

(At this stage the member on reaehing the time-limit resumed hit} auat^) 

The Hoft’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Sir, it is very 

Jifticult to speak after the torrential abusive elo(jueiice ot my luinourabie 
friend Mr. 11. S. Suhrawanl>. Ah one of the jiast Fimime Ministers of thlf 
province 1 was expecting him to npeuk <m the hmlgct. He took cretlil for 
himself and he awaided dis* redit ttt his picsent successor in office. The 
budget, he said, is a simple sciap of paper. It has been f»rodu(ed from a 
muddled brain. I did expect a fine brain like that of our f)ast Finance 
Minister to deal with the imiiii proxisiems of (he budget, hut instead of 
finance my honourable friend felt impelled to deal with |M>litic:s. 

I know, Sir, his great affection ami tio* great affection of the honounible 
the Leader of the Opixisition for the people of the l’n»vin< e is too great: 
that affecthm is based <in political reason. With the disapjwarunce of the 
two Caste Hindu Ministers my honourable friends might come in. It is a 
legitimate aspiration. 

Sir, on the last occasion my honourable friend Mr. Tarniruddin Khan, 
the past Minister for Agriculture, wanted to pillory the Ministers: he 
wanted to send them to the gallows. I rwsiininend to him the tws^ond 
course. If the Ministers are sent to the gnUows, my honourable friend 
will merely go away with the dignity of an executioner, he may come into 
the Ministry in the vacant places. The first course if aclopieil will leave 
maimed and mangled ministers crawling into their seats. There will be no 
chance for my honourable friend. 

Sir, on the last oci asion my honourable friend the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion e^ke about Midimpore. Midnapore looms large in public eye and 
amongst the varkm.s criticisms which have been levelled againil folief 
organiaatioiia in Midnapore I have discovered my own rin with tbi dPgent 
search of a negligent gleaner— four sheaves in the course of four nifbti’ 
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diftcuaaioa. The first sheaf I shall na^u^Uy jireBent t<f hoaaotable 
friend the Leader of the Opposition, Sir ifazimuddin. He stated that in 
this matter of relief Oovemment took a long time to move. Government 
machinery, my honourable friend is probably aware, is rather slow in 
locomotion, especially in the case of Hon’ble Ministers who are weighty 
Ministers. But in this particular instance, if my honourable friend was 
good enough to look at the statement which I made on the floor of the 
other House iu J^ovember last, he would have discovered that Government 
did not make any delay whatsoever in the matter. Sir, I might just 
recapitulate what I stated there. I said that the news of the cyclone first 
reached the Revenue Secretary on the I9th morning. Remember this. Sir, 
that even the Caste Hindus — they may not be as religious-minded as others 
— have to observe the Durga Puja ceremony: and the cyclone came on the 
second and third days of the Durga Puja festival. Naturally the Caste 
Hindu Ministers even had to offer their worship to the goddess for the purpose 
of saving them from the approach of demons. (Maulvi Abu Hossain 
Saekar: Froni the demons of the Muslim League Party?) Who the demons 
are I will not attempt t{» describe. At that time, Sir, the Collector of 
24-PargaTia.s rang the Revenue Secretary uj) and gave the news of devasta- 
tion caused in certain parts of the Diamond Harbour subdivision. The 
same afternoon information came from an R.A.F. pilot who had flown along 
the Howrah-Midnapore railway line. Later in the day a wireless message ^ 
came from Midnupore in which it was stated that it was apprehended that 
Oisrtain parts ot that district must have suffered badly. Immediately on 
receipt of this news from ‘.i4-l^argunas and Midnapore steps were taken to 
send out relief parties. The Collector of 24-Parganas sent out a relief party 
on the Iwhith ttetober, 194‘.i, with foodstuff, l2,f)tl(l gallons of water, doctors 
and disinfectants. A wireless message was sent by the Revenue Secretary 
to the (,'()llect(>r of Midnapore to try to send relief ])arties from Kolaghat 
down tlie Rupnarain river to the wdiole coastal areas as the railway com- 
munications were cut off. SimultaneoUvSly organised relief parties were sent 
out from (hilcutta to reach the coastal areas of Tamluk and Contai 

subdivisions. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Have you anything else to add to what 
you have already stuteil? We have found that all this is nonsense. 

Tht Hon’bl# Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANCR8EE: Dr. Sanyal has 

absorbed so much time of the House that he will [)erhaps bs good enough 
to have patience to listen to me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But this very statement of the Hon'ble 
Minister has been thoroughly exposed by Dr. Mookerjee’s own statement 
after subsequent discoveries. 


TN Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER8EEt Dr. Mookerjee 

has not contested these facts. I hope Dr. Sanyal will be good enough not 
to make interjections and interruptions when I am giving reply to the 
levelled against the Government by Sir Nazimuddin. 

KInMiti Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
I referred to the Minister and not to the Oovemment. 
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Hm Non^bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANlRJEIs Mj honourable 
Iriend says that he referred to the Minister. 

Now, Sir, the first relief party — this was not opposed by any honourable 
member of the House— was sent out on the 22nd October. 11M2; the second 
party on the 24th October and the third party on the 28th October. 1942, and 
the Minister against whom the Leader of the Opposition must have consti* 
tutional opposition was himself present at Midnnpore on the 27th October, 
1942. This was exactly five days after the news had reached the Minister. 
The Minister was away from town as stated before. After all, a Minister 
also requires some rest before taking eternal re.st. 

Sir, the second criticism which my honourable friend the Lwider of the 
Opposition ^veiled against the Minister — I did luit understand that he did 
not refer to the (Tovernment — was that Government ilid not formulate a 
definite policy of relief measures even after they had come back from the 
tour. That i.s not accurate. My hoiomrable fneml s attention is naturally 
focussed on vtuy many important matters. JUit if he had (»nly seen the 
notices wliicli ha<l a])j)eare<l ir> the pres.** from lime to time including his 
own Muslim League pr<‘>.s. lie would not have* made that statement. A 
policy was formulated forthwith and that poliey was exef‘Ut<‘d immediately 
thereafter. 

Sir, there was another eritieisin levelled and that was that private orga* 
nisations were not allowed freedom of operation nor were they ulhiw^ed tO 
choose the area lor relief work. I have to repudiate both the suggestions. 
Midiiapore at that time was suffering from an abnormal political situation. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: For God's sake, don't delude the 
House. We know that it is au absolute lie and the Hon’hle Minister is 
now simply voicing his master's voice. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Dr. Sanyal refer* 
to my master's voice. I may refer to his own master’s voice not in the 
singular but in the plural. 

As I was saying. Sir, the statement made hy Sir Nazimuddin is not 
acx’urate. Unfortunately, there was also criticism levelled against the 
issue of permits to relief workers. These were not permits at all : these were 
simply identity cards issued hy the Relief Department to relief workers in 
that area. And so far as I am aware, the Relief Department did not refuse to 
grant one single identity card to any one fuma fide relief worker. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal: It is a lie.) 

Then, Sir, criticism was levelled against the embargo for the removal or 
export of rice from the MidnafK»re district from the first week in Dec/eraber. 
There were weighty reasons why this embargo was put by the Director of 
Civil Supplies, becau.se the Revenue Department undertook the liability of 
feeding the distre.ssed pecjple in Midnajwre area and on a moilest estimato, 
in order to discharge our fum tion, it was foun«l ne<‘essary to supply to 
Midnapore in the months to come only 14 lakhs of maunds of rice. A pro- 
poaal wae made for the seizure of stocks there. I have scouted that 
proposal. In fact, non-official organisations who have worked so well at 
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Hidnapore and to wbom I pay my tribute bare on the ioor of the H<yti8e 
have had immense difficulties in the purchase of foodstuff and Goremment 
have always come to their rescue and even Government have assured them 
of supplies at controlled prices lower than the market prices. This has 
involved the grant of a subvention of Rs. IJ lakhs. 

There has been another misunderstanding about the notice 
issued by the Additional Commissioner for relief operations relating to 
curtailment of gratuitous relief operations. Sir, it has been suggested in the 
House that the notice in question has issued out of a stony-hearted Ministry 
and relief operations in Midnapore are going to be stopped. That is a 
misconception of fact. I say, Sir, that the gratuitous relief operations will 
be carried on either on a decreased scale or an increased scale 
according to circumstances as long as required in the different areas, both 
by official and non-official organisations. We used to have meetings of non- 
official organisations every week in Calcutta and also periodically at the 
Government House over which Ilis Excellency the Governor presided. In 
these committees it was suggested that when test relief operations are 
undertaken in that area — and test relief operations in that area have assumed 
a magnitude which is very great — then gratuitous relief operations might 
gradually be decreased. That suggestion had the authority of all the non- 
official workers in the organisations. I need not read out the testimonials 
which the relief committee received from leaders of non-official organisa- 
tions in the presence of the head of the administration of this 
province. I refer to the observations made at the last meeting 
by Mr. N. C. Chatterjee, Mr. Monoranjan Chaudhuri of the Hindu 
Mahasava, and last but not the least important my honourable friend 
Mr. 11. S, Suhrawardy. No c(»mplaint has ever been levelled against the 
grant or the distribution of relief in Midnapore. In fact, I have all along 
welcomed such criticisms. You know, Sir, the extent of damage caused and 
you are aware of the fact that the Government has done its very best for 
giving relief to the distre.ssed people at Midnapore in an abnormal situation. 

I know that money grants do not necessarily imply that the grants have 
been properly utilised. But may I say thi.s, Sir. that for gratuitous relief 
over 20 lakhs was spent, for agricultural loans 70 lakhs has been sanctioned 
(Dr. N/VUnaksha Saxyal: Sanctioned!), for talukdari loans, 6 lakhs, for 
business loans, 2*8 lakhs, for medical relief and water-supply, 2*2 lakhs, for 
other miscellaneous, 1 lakh, for test relief, -I 'd lakhs — all told 113*5 lakhs. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Saxyal: Sanctioned!) My honourable friend in his 
iniiiutahle way is going on interjecting about sanctions implying in a 
sinister manner thereby that they are all paper sanctions and that none of 
these items have been executed. May I now, Sir, for his satisfaction, 
which must be the supreme satisfaction of the House, give the actual figures: 
for agricultural leans — amount actually spent Rs. 28,57,000; gratuitous relief 
— ^amount actually spent Rs. 21,61,000 — all told more than Rs. 50 lakhs 
up to January, 1942. 

Besides this, there was mention just now about the test relief operations. 
There are very big schemes, and one of the schemes is the repair and 
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9 «buiidiii|^ of embankmenis about 200 miles buff and in the Diamond Harbour 
^ubdiTision 60 miles long. honourable friend in the Irrigation DejMirt- 
mmit baa undertaken this gigantic task, and it will cost the province certainly 
23 more lakhs of rupees. 

The medical side of the relief operations also undertook a very heavy 
burden and the work done up to the end of January, 1943, includes cholera 
inoculations Rs. 3,23,000; vaccination and re-vaccination Rs. 45,000; dis* 
infecting tanks about Rs. 6,900; disinfecting houses Rs, 2,500; treatment of 
malaria cases over Rs. 16,000, treatment of diarrhcea cases Rs. 2,400; 
treatment of dysentery Rs. 5,350; other cases over Rs. 2,400 and cholera 
cases more than Rs. 500. 

There was one important point on which criticism was levelled against 
inadequacy bf water-supply and a point was attempted to be made in this 
House that Government had at its disposal any number of tube-wells, but 
the tube-wells could not be sunk. Weil. Sir Government bad not at its 
disposal any number of tube-wells. We had at our disposal about 200 
tube-wells for the purpose of giving relief to the people of (^alcutta if ever 
any occasion arose. Of this we utilised 32. We have just got a few more, 
ao that all told we have sunk 42 tube-wells. Apart from these, 
the District Board of Midnapore has repaired 90 tulie-wells and many refuge 
tanks are being built for the purpose of giving pure water-supply to the 
distressed areas. Besides that, certain canals have been dammed and the 
damming of the canals amounts to about 21 miles. Sir, I could give the 
House many more details about what has been ilone in Midnapore. If I am 
asked whether I am satished 1 shall say that 1 have not been satisfied, 
because in a humanitarian tusk like this there cannot he any satisfaction, 
but under the (ircumsiances all that I say is this, that I have done my best 
and whether that is sufficient or not will he judged when we will gather where 
we are all destined to go including Dr. Sanyul. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Before my honourable friend takes his 
seat, I would invite his attention to the items in the supplementary budget 
where he mentions about the irrigation repair work anil the amount spent 
as Rs. 4 iakiis and 98 thousand. I would like to know where he got Rs. 23 
lakhs. 

TIm Noit’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: I shall only give 
one explanation, namely, that I have attemptefi to save the lives of 500 
babies. Babies have no politics; they have not listened to the lectures of 
Dr. Sanyal or Mr. Suhrawardy. Many people have listened to the lectures 
of Mr. P. N. Banerjee (Dr. Nalixaksha Sa5tal: Without profit!) includ- 
ing perhaps Dr. Sanyal. 

Thi HMPbli Mr. 8ANT08M KUMAR BA8Uf Sir, 1 had no desire to 

intervene in this debate and to take up the time of the House in connection 
with 'the general observations on the budget. But my honourable fnend Mr. 
H. S. Suhrawarriy in bis desire to know the reasons why some of the Chair* 
men of District Boards have been removed from their offices has thrown 
out a challenge to me to enligten him on that point. I have been lodking 



412 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[ 24 th Vm. 


for an opportunity of giving out the reasons which have actuated the 
Government to take this step with regard to some of the District Boards 
when a volley of supplementary questions were addressed to me the other 
day on the floor of the House, but I noticed, Sir, that all these questioners 
were discreetly silent regarding those reasons. Questions of procedure 
were raised in the supplementary questions. Questions as to whether parti- 
cular officials had given their blessings to these steps were also raised. 
But not one single questioner had the courage to put forward a direct 
question as to why Government had come out with these orders removing 
the Chairmen concerned. And today 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We know the reason. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. 8ANT08N KUMAR BA8U: And today Mr. Suhra- 
wardy has been bold enough to ask that question. He says “We are 
entitled to know wliy these Muslim League Chairmen have been removed”. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN* Place all the papers before the House if you 
have the courage. 

The Hon’bta Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: AVelK Sir, the reason is 
that the District Boards comerned have by their own resolutions demanded 
the dismissal of these Chairmen. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Absolute rot. 

The Him’bia Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The reason is that the 
Government after the closest scrutiny into all the facts have come to the 
conclusion tluit they have been guilty of incom})etence and of gross and 
persistent neglect of duty. Those are the reasons and if details are wanted 
such lurid details can be put forward on behalf of Government, if I have 
the time, as will convince every impartial and right-minded member of this 
House of the soundness of the order issued by Government. 

Now, Sir, the Chairman of one particular District Board after his removal 
had the courage to come out in the newspapers with a sort of open challenge 
thereby giving an opportunity to Government to come out with their own 
statement giving as much details as possible, even a quarter of which would 
have been quite enough to justify the removal of that Chairman. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Await the civil suit 

rh% Hoil'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: For instance, it has been 
shown that during the regime of that Chainnan while the District Board wai 
glorying in a closing balance of Ks. 19,000, it had a liability to the extent 
of Rs. 1,25,(KK). 

Mr. ABDULLA«AL MANMOODi Just like the present budget. 

Tht Noii*bM Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: For instance, when 
charges of jobWry, corruption and nepotism were brought openly in news- 
papers mentioning the names of the Chairman's own party members whe 
had been implicated in it, there was no attempt at any stage on those 
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Oeeasions to challenge those statements or to haul up those men who hai) 
lllAde those statements in any court of law or even to issue contradictions in 
tie press. 

Iir> N> 8« 8UHRAWARDYS May I request on behalf of my party that 
on this question two days may be allotted by Government.^ Either an 
impartial Tribunal may be appointed or two days may be allotted by Govern* 
ment so that we can discuss the matter. Will they accept the challenge? 

Hr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; You wanted replies from the Hon ’hie 
Minister and you must have patience to hear them. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y; In that speech which is known ns the 
budget speech and which is nothing hut a scrap of ))uper some indication of 
this policy wjjich they are pursuing ought to have been there and reasons 
ought to have been given in that speech. This is not the time to go into 
that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Order, order. The Hon‘ble Minister is 
replying to your points. On some other occasions you will also have 
opportunities to reply to the Hon’hle Minister. 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU; Mr Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, the cry has been raised that tin*' Ministry in their perfidy and in 
their mischief-making profiensity have persecuted these Muslim League 
Chairmen and the permanent officials have had nothing to do with it. 
That was the initial cry. IN hen it was discdosed that the permanent (dHcials 
also having been di.sgusted with the vagaries of these (‘hairmeii sided 
against them, the cry was at once raised that that was ho bccanse they were 
Hindu officials. When it was shown that the Muslim officials hud also 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; It is a lie. AVe never raised such a cry. 
It is your own fabrication. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; Order, order. Mr. Suhruwardy, you should 
know' that when I am on my legs you should at once n^sume ytiur seat. A 
member cannot address another member. If you have gr»t to say anything 
you should address me. But you did not do so. If you rise on a personal 
explanation and if the member does not give way, you will have to wait. 
If he gives way. then you are entitled to give your personal explanation. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; AAV have never for a moment said that 
the Governmenf officials were oppressing our Muslim League Chairmen 
because they were Hindus. The Hon’ble Minister himself is saying that. 

The Hon’bli Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Mr. Suhrawardy wae 
playing a truant from this House w'ben his worthy co-ineraf>er or colleague 
Mr. Abdur Eahman Siddiqi openly thought fit in this Ilomte to charge the 
Commissioner of the Burdwan Division with partiality because he waa a 
Hindu dfficer. Mr. Suhrawardy ought to be asbameil of his condmd in 
challenging my statement. Now, Sir, first of all it waa a charge againai 
the Minktry. They have been constantly shifting the ground. When it 
came to the question of officials, some were branded as ‘*Hindu offidala*' andli 
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pErtial for that reason. When they were confronted with the unmistakable 
fact that some Muslim officials also had sided against corruption, jobbery 
and nepotism and had voted agaii^t these Chairmen, they said that these 
officials had been pursuaded by the Ministry. Sir, then again they raised 
the question, with regard to the European official, whether he had also given 
his blessing to the removal of a Chairman. When they were told that he 
had done so, the question was raised *Vas it in writing’ ' and when they 
were told that it was in writing, they kept chup. Even then, I don’t think 
that they are likely to keep chup over the matter because they have at last 
discovered some stick to beat the Ministry with and with which they can 
carry on throughout this session. They are going to make that the prin- 
cipal plank of their platform during the session and indications of that were 
coming even before the present session came into existence. » In their own 
party meetings they had started heating the drum “This is going to be our 
principal plank during the coming budget session”. Sir, when some people 
are caught on the high way, they probably consider it prudent to shout 
with the innocent an<l that is the kind of cry which has been raised by my 
friends over these when they have been caught red-handed. When the time 
•comes the whole history of these transactions which led to the majority of 
members in these respective District Boards to get absolutely fed up with 
the vagaries and misdeeds of their respective Chairmen, will be disclosed ^ 
to the whole world. Even today, it could be done if I had the time at my 
disposal . 

Now, Sir, I remember that although the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy as he 
then was, was not the presiding deity over the Local Self-Government 
Department in the past Ministry his Roman hand was seen on many a file 
relating to the Local Self-Government Department because he was trying 
to rule that department from his political position as the Secretarj^ of the 
Bengal Provincial Muslim League. Every file relating to nomination and 
even to the election of Chairman used to pass through him and the signa- 
ture of the Hon’ble Minister in charge had to be vetoed, sanctioned or con- 
firmed by the Secretary of the Provincial Muslim League presiding over 
Another Government department. That was what used to happen then and 
today it is they who are the loudest in their complaint that everything is 
being done from the political point of view. 

Sir. one of the things which struck me when I came to be in charge of 
this department was a resolution that was passed by the Government during 
the regime of the last Ministry that they would be entitled to give out direc- 
tions to the local officers reganfs the nominations which were to be made 
ky them; not only that, the elections of Chairmen were also to be done 
under their guidance and under their inspiration. A.11 these are on record 
snd in cold print. Is it now for them to come forward with this kind of 
nomplaint, does it lie in their mouth? With reganl to one of these Chair- 
men who have been removed on the application of the District Board, it is 
not only an open secret but it is absolutely known as a fact that at the time 
nf hp|i0tion the then Home Minister Sir Naaimuddin sent out his direction 
tor local officers that they must see that his nominee was insUilled in 
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jibe Chairman’s gttddi. (A Voice: Scandaions!) And the ofBcem ^Bcemed 
^ost humbly and faithfully carried out his behest and that Chaitinan was 
^ected by the castinjr vote of a certain Subdivisions] Officer who "was presu- 
mably trembling in his shoes because the all-highesi in the Home Depart- 
ment had sent down his won!. I say, Sir, that this is their own rec-ord, and 
now it is they wlio are coining forward and shouting the loudest beoaUJie they 
have been exposed in tliis manner. 1 do not want to say anything more, 

(The House was adjourned for ten minutes.) 

(After adjournment J 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL NUQ: Sir. in the fulling shades of 
night of a pleasant Indian evening in early spring it would be the height of 
impropriety ^o indulge in the language of invtM'tives and imitate the 
inimitable Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy in reply to the remarks he has made. 

Sir, there are certain individuals who cannot in spite of themselves 
commit the unpardonable folly of giving away the <*ause by relying too much 
on their self-importance. I can forgive Mr. Suhrawardy for the language 
he has used because T am convinced Hiat it comes from the innermost recess 
of an anguished heart. It is the language similar to what a condemned 
criminal on the verge of executi<»n levels at the judge who may have passed 
the sentence. 

Sir, I therefore do not wish to waste my time and the time of the House 
by following him into a detailed examination of the charges levellwl against 
me personally and against the Ministry. Sir. Mr. Suhrawardy. in the midst 
of a sfjeech of •me •>! my honourable friends, suddenly rose to his feet and 
discovered to his surprise that he had used some intemperate language. 
He came forward perhaps to express regret but he coupled it with an appeal 
to me to cease oppressing his community. Well, Sir. if by that Mr. Suhra- 
wanly means to imply that my community is different from his or the 
community he represents is different from the community T 
represent, I am prepared to accept the implicatir)ns of that 
remark. I.»et me tell Mr. Suhrawardy that having had the advantage iind 
the privilege and the supreme good fortune of having been horn in a respert- 
able Muslim family and hearing a Muslim name, he has got to do many 
things before he can claim to he a Muslim. 

I need not, as I had intended, proceed further on these lines, hut 1 
will come straight to a discus.sion of the budget and reply very briefly to 
the remarks that have been made. 

My friend, Dr. Sanyal, began by remarking that the members of the 
Cabinet— the Ministers— were conspicuous by tbeir absence when the 
budget was being discussed. Sir, I attended very attentively on the first 
day and I found that there was no discussion of the budget hut washing 
of dirty linen on the floor of the House. That was not a budget discue- 
aion and therefore I thought it best to sta^ away from a scene which is 
diagueting to human feelings. Bnt my friend will bear me out when I 
aay that whenever there was a real discuasion of the budget, the Miniatera 
wm preaent. (Ones of ‘*No*\ him the Opposition Benchw.) 
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We paid that compliment to Dr. Sanyal whoae speech we all listened to 
with rapt attention from beginning to end; we listened to the speech 
of Mr. Gfadding; we listened to the speech of Mr. Wordsworth; we listened 
to the speech of Mr. Hendry; we listened to the speeches of Bai Harendra 
Nath Chandhuri and others. Whenever there was well-informed criticism 
of the budget, we thought it our duty to listen because we knew we had 
got to reply. But we were not here when there was no discussion but 
simply abuses heaped not with the object of giving any constructive 
suggestions through well-informed criticism, the object being to utilise 
this opportunity for carrying on political propaganda. 

Now, Sir, there are certain matters on which I might reply very 
generally. My friend, Mr. Mohammed Ali, has remarked #that during 
these last 16 months we have not been able to make out a plan for carrying 
on administrative reforms or, at any rate, for taking in hand measures for 
the improvement of the administration or to rally all the forces of the 
country. We confess, Sir, that the times have been so abnormal and the 
strain on cmr resources from all sides have been so great and so insistent 
that W’e found it impossible for us to bring about anything like a plan 
in order to help the nation-building departments or to carry frrrward the 
schemes which had already been undertaken by previous CTOvernments 
towards the amelioration of the state of affaiis of the people of the 
country. 

Sir, from the moment this Government took office, we were faced with 
the problems arising out of the declaration of war by Japan and we had 
only been just a few months carrying on or trying to make ourselves 
familiar with our surroundings when the rush of Japanese invasion reachtMl 
our very doors and necessitated the promulgation of orders by the (entral 
Government which interfered with the free flow^ of our financial plans and 
programmes. I will have something to do with this subject when I speak 
on the food situation in Bengal, but suffice it to say at the present moment 
that in April when we began this financial year dark and ominous cloudc 
were low^ering over the political horiEon of Bengal and we did not know 
when and in what direction or directions the storm would burst over ui 
and we had therefore had every reason not to embark on any undertaking 
which might involve Government in substantial financial outlay. That it 
the reason why the whole budget seems to he disappointing from thi 
point of view that there is nothing like well-planned schemes or nothin| 
like any attempt to carry forward the schemes which have already beei 
put into execution by previous Government. Sir, I will be very brief anc 
I will simply make certain comments on some portions of the speech oi 
my honourable friends who have in the course of their speeches been good 
enough to offer criticisms which really call for a reply. 

This year the preoccupation of many members of this House with thi 
food problem and the fact that the general discussion on tile budget hai 
beeitvilildwicbed betweMi two parts of the food debate have tended t< 
turn the budget debate into a supplementary debate on the Goveniine&i*i 
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Jbod policy. Of the few general criticisms made in the course of the 
l^udget debate that genuinely concern themselves with the policy under- 
lying the coming year's estimates, there are two with which I must deal. 

The first is that these estimates do not provide for any expansion of 
our nation-building departments. That criticism is true: the coming year's 
budget does not provide for an expansion of our nation-building depart- 
ments. For some time past it has been the policy of Government not to 
undertake any new financial commitment that is not necessitated by our 
civil defence repuirements or for the effective prosecution of the war. 
This is the deliberate policy of the present (Jovernment, hut 1 contend 
that there *is in reality no choice. 1 contend tliat members who speak 
glibly of proceeding with plans of expansion prepaml in liuppier times are 
not serious 'Vir are deceiving themselves by refusing to look facts in the 
face. They overlook that we are borrowing to meet a large part of our 
current revenue expenditure; and borrowers, like beggars, cannot he 
choosers. The Central Government has agreed to lend us money to meet 
our share of th^» poolable civil defence expenditure. That does not mean 
that at this juncture money would be forthcoming from the same source 
for such postponable expenditure us the expansion of primary education. 
In some quarters it is suggested— how seriously, 1 cannot .Ha>— that we 
should borrow' money in the open market for this purpose. Sir, I can 
assure the House that any attempt to borrow mone> in the open market 
at this time in order that there may be no slowing down of our nation- 
building activities would be a dismal failure. 

Since the middle of 1941 we have had to divert lakhs of rupees from 
natiou-buikliug to civil defence, as Mr. Gladding said “expenditure m 
natiou-l)uildiug is by force of circumstances being pushed more and more 
into the background there to murk titiie until hostilities cease or until 
some miracle of increased revenue makes it possible tor them to march 
forward again”. It is regrettable— I regret it us much as an> member of 
this House— hut this is a matter beyond our control— and commonsense 
and necessity alike demand that we should shorten sail until the storm 
has passed. 

The second criticism is on somewhat similar lines. It is to the effect 
that under some of the nation-building departments the provision made in 
the coming year is actually smaller than that made in the current year’s 
budget. Thrt M true of two heads: Bdacation under which the provision 
for 1943-44 is Be. 1 crore 75 lakhs against a budget provision of Bs. 1 orore 
79 lakhs in the current year; and Public Hedth under which the provision 
for 1943-44 is Bs. 40 lakhs against Es. 48 lakhs in the current year s 
budget. 

The decrease under "Education” is due in the main to the reduction 
in the provision under “Grants to local bodies for Primary Education . 
It has be«i found that a number of School Bowds have accumulated very 
con.idot.bl.1fcl.nce.-on the 31.t March, 19«, the sum of the a^u- 
Uted balandte of all the District School Board, smouiited to cover Bs. 86 
lakhs— «nd at • time when the province has to borrow to most cuiront 
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expMiditure, no one in lun a^ii«e« will suggest that we should borrow more 
heaTily so that certain Sohnpl Boards may accumulate even larger balanoes. 

The decrease under *Tub!ic fiedth’* is due in the main to the smaller 
provision under “Bural Water-supply’’. In the current year’s budget 
there was a provision of Bs. 10 lakhs. It is estimated 'that the expenditure 
this year will not exceed Bs. 8 lakhs. The reason is the scarcity of tube- 
well materials. In the coming year!s budget we have provided Bs. 5 lakhs. 

It is doubtful whether it will be possible to obtain materials for sinking 
tube-wells even up to this reduced provision. 

Dfi NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What about tank improveiuent^ Why 
not improve the tanks? 

The Hon*l||le Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is certainly a very useful 
suggestion and certainly we will have to consider this. I think it is being 
considere<l by the department concerned. 

More than one member ha.s commented upon the reduction in the iprovi- 
sion for the free distribution of quinine. The coming gear's budget 
includes a provision of Ks. oA lakhs on this account ag;iinst a provision of 
Bs. () lakhs in the bujlget of the current \ear. The reason for the reduced 
provision is as follows: After the capture <d Java the Government of 
India took control of all stocks of quinine in the country. We have been * 
told that annual allotments will be made to the provinces from tlie^e stocks 
on the basis of 75 per cent, of the average consumption of the last three 
years. It will be seen therefore that it is the reduction in the quantity 
of quinine likely to be available to us that account.s* for the reduced provi- 
sion. 

Sir, I wish to say n few words regarding the advance of Bs. 50 lakhs 
to the Director of Civil Supplies for the ])urchase of food grains. I have 
said that the general discussion on the budget this year ha.s tended to 
become a supplementary debate on Government’s tood policy. My 
colleague, the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, will in due course reply to the 
alleged shorteomings of our food policy and I have no wish to steal his 
thunder. There is however one criticism to which it will be appropriate 
that I should reply. Strictly speaking, it is a matter that concerns the 
revised estimates and the supplementary demands for the current year 
rather than the estimates for 1848-44. I refer to the advance of Bs. 50 lakhs 
to the Directorate of Civil Supplipe. for the purchase of food grains. One 
member 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Without your knowledge? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have come to know now. 

One member^' my esteemed friend Mr. Jalan, who ihould know better, 
has compared this to the advance madb in 1940 for the purchase of jute 
by Qovfmment. Sir, there is no resemblanoe whatever between the two 
adlpliML In the case of our jute purchase the purchase bnoe made, the 
liiw^ advanced was leohed up and the whole object of the purehaae 
required that it should remain so looked up. In the present case this 
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JU. 50 laUis Has been advanced ae working capital. Tbi$ a*orkmg capital 
iMy be turned over many times and may be suiiciant to cover tranaactiona 
H^preeenting twenty, perhaps thirty, timea the amount ol the advance. 
If however events prove that a larger working capital is neoeasary to make 
the operations of the Directorate of Civil Supplies effective, a further 
advance will be forthcoming. 

Before leaving this subject, 1 should like to say that I note, with 
satisfaction, the implied assurance from the T^eader of the European (}roup 
that his party will not grudge unv additional provision that (lovernmeut 
may find necessary for the expansion of the operations of the Direc^rate 
of Civil Supplies. (Dr. Xalin.aksha S\nyal: Provided Fluropeans are 
selected.) Lean assure Mr. Hendry that while the department has had 
many diflSculties to contend with, the shortage of funds has not been 
one of them. * . 

MaUlvi Muhammad Israil, the member for Kishoreganj South who i» 
also ii memher of the Mymeusingh District School Hoard, coraphiineil 
bitterly that any part of the provision fw ‘’Grants to liocal Bodies for 
Priinarv Education” should have hetm reappropriiite<l or surremlered. He 
alleged that at the end of the pre.sent financial year the closing halanco of 
the Mymeii'.ingh District School Hoard will )&e nil. 

1 have referred to the statement of the granU recounmmded by the 
Director of Public Instruction for the current year and theu* 1 find that 
the additional grant recommended for the Mymeusingh District School 
Hoard ih Hs. ‘d, 04, 00(1. With this grant on the Hoard’s own estimates the 
closing balance for the current financial >ear will he IN. 4J lakhs— 
sufficient to meet expenditure for at least four months. 

I now come to another portion of the speech of Mr. Gladding wherein 
he has referred to the under-estimate of revenue receipts. Mr. Gladding 
has suggested that our estimates under certain Hevenue heads will prove 
to be underestimates: I may say that the Finance Dti>artment itself shares 
Mr. Gladding's opinion. I should explain that the hulk of the final esti- 
mates of what we know as the Ist edition of the budget is framed lowartls 
the end of Decem^jpr and members of. the House who were in Calcutta 
during the last ten days of December will Understand why after the X’maa 
Eve raid the Tinance Department thought it prudent to allow for some 
falling off in the receipts during the last three months of the year under 
“Excise”, “Entertainment Tax” and “Betting Tax Since then, however, 
thanks very large lively to the skiH end prowess of the E.A.F., night 
fighters— we have been spared firther raids on a scale su^ient to bring 
any appreciable ei^us or any dislocation of the normal life of the ciiyj 
and at Febnia|y^s moon wanes without a single raid, the anxious drew 
breath more freely; the timid have taken courage and are returning; and 
the labonrer, whom we aj^rehended might take to his heels, continiini to 
frequent the grog shop; the race-goer his “bodkie” or “the tote” and film 
fan his cinemas; aU to the benefit of the revenues of the province. 
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The net result however of slight larger receipts tinder theses heads will 
only be that we may have something in hand from which to meet the 
subvention to the Calcutta Corporation for which, at I have stated, pending 
Mr. Gumer’s report our estimates make no provision. 

Mr. Gladding has referred to the exemption in section 5 (2) (in) of the 
Sales Tax Act in favour of “sales to the Supply Department of the Gov- 
ernment of India”. It ought not to be necessarj’ for me to remind the 
House that this exemption was included in the Statute in the interests, not 
of the- Government of India, but of the Bengal dealer, who, it was contended, 
would but for this exemption be at a disadvantage vu-a-vu his competitors 
outside the province. 

I now come to another portion of Mr. Cladding’s speech^ in which he 
referred to the Civil Defence Measures Undertaken by the Corporation. 
Mr. Gladding has referred to the brief summary of the “Delhi Agreement” 
for the allocation of civil defeneitvkpcndftura given on page 77 of the Red 
Book and enquires whsther the Go^ernnent of Bengal is going to bear the 
other two-thirds of tjivil -defence measures undertaken by the Calcutta 
Corporation. The position will become clearer if I quote the following 
extract from the' Government of India’s letter of 24th January, 1942, in 
which the terms of the Delhi Agreement are embodied: — 

“In respect of the schemes for the Calcutta Corporation it is understood 
that Bengal Government have come to a ipecial arrangement with the Cor- 
poration under which ihe Bengal Government are advancing the total cost 
and the question of the amount to be paid towards these schemes by the 
Corporation has been left for settlement at some future date. In respect 
of these schemes the Oovernmeut of India are prepared to contribute one- 
third of the total cost, the whole expenditure to be kept outside the scheme 
now proposed for civil defence expenditure and no share of any subsequent 
recoveries to go to the Centre”. 

The bulk of the measures falling within the scope of this special section 
of the Delhi Agreement were undertaken by the Engineering Departments 
of the C’alcutta Corporation and in many cases merely involved the purchase 
of large reeerves of stocks of materials necessary for the repair of the 
Corporation's utility servioes^jthese stocks will, we hope, have considerable 
post-war value and will not, So modii of our^.R.P. expenditure, 
represent a dead loss. . j. ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is over. I can only allow you 
two minutes more. 

The HMi’bIt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I shidl conclude now. In 
charging Government with progressively bad budgeting Dr. Sanyal is some- 
what anticipating the debate on the supplementaly estimate for 1942-43. I 
do not propose to deny that there has been heavy unbudgnied expenditure 
during the current year. When the demands for extra grants are moved 
later ha this session, I hope my colleagues will t)t able to satisfy tbe House 
that there were good and sufficient reasons for the additional expenditure 
represented by these supplementary demands^ bun would like to point 





aut to Dr. Sanyat tUt w\iea Vie speaks ol Z crotes 22 VakVis ol uukudgeted 
wcpenditure and implies that our estimates of expenditure for 1942*43 are 
likely to be wide of the mark by 20 per cent., he is guilty of confusing 
expenditure outside revenue account with expenditure of revenue account. 

Of the total demand included in the supplementary estimate, no less 
than 1 crore 75 lakhs is outside revenue account. As the Minister in charge 
of the Finance portfolio it will fall to my lot to move the two supplementary 
demands which make up that sum of 1 crore 75 lakhs; and it wdll he suffi* 
cient this afternoon to explain that 53 lakhs under the head “Interest-free 
Advances” is for the purchase of foodgrains by the Dirt'ctor of Civil 
Supplies. The supplementary demand under “Loans and Advances by 
Provincial •Governments” includes some 50 lakhs for agricultural loans to 
the cyclone-afiected areas of Midnapore and the 24-Parganas and over 10 
lakhs for advances to the Calcutta Corporation. Dr. Sanyal could hardly 
have expected the Finance Department to have foreseen in January, 1942, 
the unprecedented cyclone w*hich swept across Midnapore in October of lust 
year; nor, I think, that last April’s exodus from Calcutta would reduce the 
finances of the Calcutto Corporation so seriously that w'e should be compelled 
to make advances to the extent of 10 lakhs in order to enable it to carry 
on. 

Members will recall that during the current financial year expenditure 
on Revenue account is not expected to exceed our budget estimate by more 
than 46 lakhs — an increase, I am glad to say, of only 3 per cent, above 
our original estimate of 16 j crores; an increase that in times such as those 
through which we are now passing certainly does not deserve the somewhat 
sweeping condemnation which Dr. Sanyal has sought to heap on the Budget. 

Sir, before I resume my seat I wish to say one word expressing ray deep 
regret for what I said about Mr. Suhrawardy. It was extremely unislamic. 

I hope you will please expunge the first portion from my speech. 

Adjournment. 

It being 7-40 p.m., the Assembly was adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on 
Thursday, the 25th February, 1948, at the Assembly Hall, Calcutta. 
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Waiting room 
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pp. 375-376. 

Wordeworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

General discussion of the Budget ; 
pp. 346348. 
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Special motion regarding supply and 
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